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PREFACE. 


T H E difcovery of a new hemilphere by Chrif- 
topher Columbus, and the progrefs of the 
Spaniards in the. conqueft of it, have been 
defervedly the theme of a long feries of hiftories in 
the feveral languages of Europe; and the fubje<5t has. 
been recently refumed and illuftrated by a celebrated 
Writer among ourfelves.-It is not therefore my in¬ 

tention to tread again in fo beaten a track, by the 
recital of orrnrrpnrrc of whinh few r'.an be igmorant. 
if the nobleft exertions of the human mind, produc¬ 
ing events the moft lingular and important in the 
hiilory of the world, are circumftanccs deferring ad¬ 
miration and enquiry. 

Mv attempt, which I feel to be fufficiently ar¬ 
duous, is. 

To prefent the Reader with an liiftorical account 
of the origin and progrefs of the fettlements made 

by our own nation in the Well Indian iflands ;- 

To explain their conftitutional eftablifhmcnts, 

internal 
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internal governments, and the policial lylk ■. . ..m- 
tained by Great Britain towards them ;— 

To deferibe the manners and difpofitions of the 
prefent inhabitants, as influenced by climate, fitua- 
tioir, and other local caufes; comprehending’in this 
part.of my book an account of the African flave- 
trade, fomc obfervations on the negro character and 
genius, and reflections on the fyftem of ilavery efta- 
blifhcd in our colonies;— 

To furnifh a more comprehenfive account than 
has hitherto appeared of the agriculture of the Sugar 
Iflands in general, and of their rich and valuable 
ftaple commodities, fugar, indigo, coffee, and cot¬ 
ton, in particular ;—finally. 

To difplay the various and widely extended 
branches of their commercp - pointing ont the rela¬ 
tions of each towards the other, and towards the 
feveral great interefts, the manufactures, navigation, 
revenues, and lands of Great Britain :— 

These, together with feveral collateral dilquifl- 
tions, are the topicks on which I have endeavoured 
to collect, and convey to the publick, ufeful and ac¬ 
ceptable information. Their importance will not 
be difputed, and I have only to lament that my abi¬ 
lities are not more equal to the talk I have under¬ 
taken. 


I 


Bur, 



PREFACE. . 

But, before I proceed to inveftigatiohs merely 
political and commercial, I have ventured on a re- 
trofpe&ive furvey of the Rate and condition of* the 
Weft Indian iflands when firft difeovered by Co¬ 
lumbus ; and I have endeavoured to delineate the 
moft prominent features in the character and genius 
of their ancient inhabitants. I was led to a refearch 
of .this nature, not merely for the purpofe of giving 
uniformity to my work, but becaufe, having redded 
many years in the countries of which T write, I 
prefume to think that I am fomewhat “better quali¬ 
fied to judge of the influence of climate and fitua- 
tion, on the difpofition, temper, and intellects of 
their inhabitants, than many of thole writers, who, 
without the fame advantage, have undertaken to 
compile fyftems, and eftablifh conclulions, on this 
fubjeCt. I conceive that, unlcfs an author lias had 
the benefit of aCtual experience and perfon.al obfer- 
vation, neither genius nor induftry can at all time’* 
enable him to guard againft the miftakes and mif— 
reprefentations of prejudiced, ignorant, or interefted 
men ; to whofe authority he fubmits, merely from 
the want of advantages which thofe who have pof- 
fefled them have perverted. He is liable even to 
be milled by preceding authors, who have under¬ 
taken. 
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taken, on no better foundation than himfeif, to 
compile hiftories and form fy denis on the fame fub- 
jc£t*: for when .plaufible theories are deduced, with 
ingenuity and eloquence, from facts confidently af- 
ferted ; he fufpects not, or, if he fufpedls, is cau¬ 
tious of aHerting, that the foundation kf.ll (as it 
frequently happens) is without fupport ; that no 
fuch fadls actually exift, or, if exifling, are acciden¬ 
tal and local peculiarities only,—not premifes of 
fuffioient extent and importance whereon to ground 
general conclufions and fy Itcmafirnl eombination. 

I have been induced to make this remark from 
perufing the {peculations of Monf. Buffon and foine 
other French theoritls, on the condition and cha¬ 
racter of the American nations. Whether from a 
defire to leffen the ffrong abhorrence of all mankind 
at the cruelties exercifed by the Spaniards in the 
conqueft of the New World, or from a ftrange affec¬ 
tation of paradox and fingularity, falfely claiming the 
-honours of philofophy, thofe writers have ventured 
to aflert, that the air and climate, or other phyfical 
phenomena, retard the growth - of animated nature in 
the New Hemifphcre, and prevent the natives from 
attaining to that perfection at which inankind arrive 
in the other quarters ’of the globe. Notwithftand- 
5 ing 
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ing the Variety of foil, climate, and fcafons, which 
pjrcvail in the fcvcral meat provinces 'of North and 
South America;—notwithftanding thatrthe aborigi¬ 
nal inhabitants were divided into a great many diffe¬ 
rent tribes, and diftinguifhed alfo by many different 
languages ; it is pretended that all thofc various 
tribes were uniformly inferior, in the faculties of 
the mind and the capacity of improvement, to the 
reft of the human fpecies; that they were creatures 
of no confideration in the book of Nature;—denied 
the refined invigorating fentiment of love,—and not 
poffefllng even any very powerful degree of animal de¬ 
fire towards multiplying their fpecies. The author of 
a fyftem entitled ‘ Recherches P hilofophiques.fur les 
jdmej'icains * declares, with unexampled arrogance, 
that there never has been found, throughout the 
whole extent of the New World, a fingle individual 
of fuperior fagacity to the reft. And the fcope of 
his treatife is to demonftrate, that the poor favage* 
were a&uated, not by reafon, but by a fort of ani¬ 
mal inlfindt; that Nature, having beftowed on the 
whole fpecies a certain fmall degree of intellect, to 
which they all individually attain, placed an infur- 
mountable barrier agai’nft their further progrefs :— 
of courfe, that they are not (properly fpeaking) meii> 
Vol. L b but 
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but beings of a fecondary and fubordinatc rank in 
the fcaie of creation. 

n 

Although our own learned Hiftorianf a) is much 

too enlightened to adopt, in their fullcft extent, 

thefe opinions ;—which cannot, indeed, be read 

without indignation;—yet it is impoiTiblc to deny, 

that they have had fome degree of influence in the 

general eftimate which he has framed of the Ameri¬ 
ca ___ 

can character : for he aferibes to all the natives of 
the New World many of thole impcric&ions on 
which the fyftetn in qu eft ion is founded; and re¬ 
peatedly afferts, that <c the qualities belonging to 
the people of all the different tribes may be painted 
with the fame features (b)." > With this bias on 
his pen, it is not wonderful that this author is 1'omc- 
times ^chargeable with repugnancy and contradic¬ 
tion. Thus we are told that <c the Americans are, 
in an amazing degree, flrangers to the firft inflindt 
of nature (a paflion for the fex), and, in every part 
of the New Worlds treat their women with cold- 
nefs and indifference (c)." Yet we And loon after¬ 
wards, that, cc m fome countries' of the New Worlds 
the women are valued and admired, the animal 

(a) Dr. Robertfon. (b) 1 ,-Iiftory of America, VolT I. p. 280 and 283. 

(c) P. 232. 

paflion 
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pnfTion of the foxes becomes ardent, and the diflblu- 
thm of their manners is cxccflive (d)” It is elfe- 
where observed, that “ the Americans were not 
only averfe to toil, but incapable of it, and funk 
under tr. 'hs which the people of the other continent 
would K vc performed with cafe; and it is added, 
that “ tl * is keb lends of conflitution was univerfal , 
and wav be enpfidered as char aft eriflick of the 
fpccies (c)^ It appears, however, in a fubfequent 
page, that <£ wherever the Americans have been 
gradually accuftomcd to hard labour, their confti- 
tutions become robuft enough to equal any effort 
of th.e natives either of Africa or Europe (f)* 9 
Perfonal debility, therefore, could not have been 
the peculiar charaderidick of the American fpecies ; 
for the human frame, in every part of thp globe, 
acquires ftrength by gradual employment, and is* 
comparatively feeble without it. 

Again : Among the qualities which the Hifto- 
rian confidcrs as univerfally predominant in the 
Americans, he aferibes to them, in a remarkable 
degree, a hardnefs'of heart and a brutal infallibility 
to the fufferings of their fellow-creatures (gj. 


(d) HiftorjroT America, Vol. I. p. j.g6, (e) P. 290. 

if) P. * 94 * CdJ p * 4 ° 5 - 


Cl 


So 
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“ So L.:tk* ( he obicrvcs) is the breaft of a favage 
fufccptibie of thole featimcnts which prompt men 
to that feeling attention which mitigates diftrefs, 
in fome provinces ot America the Spaniards have 
found.it neceffary to enforce the common duties of 
humanity by p oh the laws (b)” Neither is this 
account of their iti flexibility confined to the fero¬ 
cious barbarian of the northern provinces, or to the 
milerable outcafl of Terra del Fuego. The author 
extends his defeription to all the uncivilized in¬ 
habitants of the New Hemifphere. It conftitutes 
a ftriking feature in his general eflimate; for he 
cftablilhes it as a fixed principle, that “ in every 
part of the deportment of man in his favage flate, 
whether towards his equals of the human fpecies, 
or towards the animals below him, we recognize 
■ the fame character, and trace the operations of a 
mind intent on its own gratifications, and regulated 
by its own caprite, without much attention or fen- 
iibility to the fentiments and feelings of the being* 
around him (i)” 

Certainly the learned Author, while employed 
in this reprefentation, had wholly forgotten the ac¬ 
count which he had before given of the firft inter- 

t 

(b) Hiftory of America, Vol. I. p. 406. (!) P. 407. 

view 
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view between the Spaniards and the natives of Hif- 
paruola, when a fhip of Columbus was wrecked on 
that ifland. “As foon (fays the*Hiftorian) as they 
heard of the difafter, they crouded to the fhore, 
with their prince Guacanahari at their head. I11- 
ftead of taking advantage of the diftrefs in which 
they beheld the Spaniards, to attempt any thing to 
their detriment, they lamented their misfortune with 
tears of fin cere condolence. Not fatisfied with this 
unavailing expreflion 'of their fympathy, they put 
to fea a vaft number of canoes, and,’ under the di- 
rediion of the Spaniards, afiifted in faving whatever 
could be got out of the wreck ; and by the united 
labour of fo many hands, almoft every thing of 
value was carried afhorc. Guacanahari in perfon 
took charge of the goods, and prevented the •multi¬ 
tude not only from embezzling, but even from in- * 
fpcciing too curioufly what belonged to their guefts. 

Next morning this prince vilited Columbus, and 
endeavoured to confole him for his lofs by ofering all 
that he poffcffed to repair it 

Thus exceptions*prefent themfelvcs to every ge¬ 
neral conclulion, until wc are burthened with their 
variety:—And at laftrwe end juft where w’e began; 
lor the wonderful uniformity which is faid to have 

2 diftinguifhed 
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diftinguifhcd the American Indians, appears to be 
as little founded in nature, as it is fupported by 
analogy. 

Of the other branches of my work, great part, 
I prefume to think, will be new to many of my 
readers. I have not met with any book that even 
pretends to firrnifh a comprehenlive and fatistadlory 
account of the origin and progrefs of our national 
fettlcmcnts in the tropical parts of America. The 
fyftem of agriculture pradtifed in the Weft Indies, 
is almoft as much unknown to the people ol Great 
•Britain as that ot Japan. They know, indeed, that 
fugar, and indigo, and coUee, and cotton, are raifed 
and produced there; but they are very generally, 
and to afurprifingdegree, uninformed concerning the 
method by which thofe and other valuable commo- 
dities are cultivated and brought to perfc&ion. So 
remarkable indeed is the want ol information in this 
refpeCt, even among perfons of the moft extenfivc 
general knowledge, that in a law queftion which 
came by appeal from one of the Sugar Iftands a few 
years ago, the noble and learned lord who predicted 
at the hearing, thinking it neceflary to give feme 
account of the nature of rum and melaftes (much 
being ftated in the pleadings concerning The value 
5 of 
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of thofe commodities) a (lured his auditors with 

great jfolemnity, that <c melalfes was* the raw and 
« 

unconcoeffed juice extracted from the carte, and 
from which fugar was afterwards made bv boil - 
ing \ x ’(t) 

On the fubjeeff of the (lave trade, and its conco¬ 
mitant circumftanccs, fo much has been laid of late 
by others, that it may be fuppofed there remains 
but little to be added by me. It is certain, how¬ 
ever, that my account, both of the trade and the 
fituation ol the cnllavcd ncerocs in the Britifh co- 
Ionics, differs very effcntially from the reprefenta- 
tions that have been given, not only in a great va¬ 
riety of pamphlets and other publications, but alfo 
by many of the witnelies that were examined be¬ 
fore the houfc of commons. The publiek muff 
judge betv^cn us, and I lliould be in no pain about 
the refult, if the characters of iome of thofc perfons 
who have flood forth on this occaiion as accufers 
of the rcffdciit planters, were as well known in 
Great Britain, as they are in the Weft Indies. What 
I have written on thefe fubjects has at Icaff this 
advantage, that great part of my obfervations are 

(k) I give this Anecdote on the authority of u Jamaica who was 

joiefent; apeifonof undoubted veracity. 

founded 
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founded on perfonal knowledge and.-a&ua'l-expe¬ 
rience : and with regard to tlie manners and difpo- 
fitiom of the native Africans, as diftinguifhed by- 
national habits, end cliaracrcriilick leatures, I ven¬ 
ture to think, that my remarks will be found both 
new and interefting. 

After all, my firft object has been truth, not 
novelty. I have endeavoured to collect ufeful 
knowledge wherefoever it lay, and when I found 
books that could fupply what I fought, I have 
fometimes been content to adopt, without alteration, 
what was thus furnifhed to my hands. Tlius, ex¬ 
tracts and paflages from former writers occupy 
fome of my pages; and not having always been 
careful to note the authorities to which I reforted, 
I'finddt now too late to afeertain the full extent 
of my obligations of this kind. Thty may be 
traced moft frequently, I believe, in the firft and 
laff: parts of my work: In the firft, becaufe,; when 
I‘began my talk, I had lefs confidence in my own 
refourCes than I found afterwards, when practice 
had rendered writing familiar ’to me; and in the 
laft, becaufe, when my labours grew near to a con- 
clufion, I became weary, and was glafl to get af- 
iiftan.ee wherefoever it offered* 


From 
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From Zw/>i£ rather than from written informa¬ 
tion, however, have I generally fought afliftancc, 
when my own refourccs have proved deficient;’and 
it is my good fortune to boafl an acquaintance with 
men, to whom, for local and commercial knowledge, 
our flatefmen and fenators might refort, with credit 
to themfelves and advantage to the publick. On this 
occafion, neither the gratitude which I owe for fa¬ 
vours bellowed, nor the pride which I feel from the 
honour of his friendship, will allow me to conceal 
the name of Edward Long, Efquire, *the author of 
the Jamaica Hiflory, to whom I am firfl and prin-. 
cipally indebted; and who, with the liberality 
which always accompanies true genius, has been as 
careful to correct my errors, and afliduous to fupply 
my defe< 5 ls, as if his own well-earned reputation 
fiad depended on the iftue. 

For great part of the materials which compofe 
the Hiftory of Grenada, I am under obligations’to 
Thomas Campbell, Efquire, formerly fpeaker of 
the ailembly of that ill and, who, through means 
of a friend, furniilifcd fuch anfwers to queries that 
I fent him, as encourage me to prefent that portion 
of my work to the publick with a confidence which* 
I dare not alTume in iny account of fome other of 

Vol. I. C the 
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the iflands. Yet, even with regard to moll of 
thefe, I have ho caufe to complain that afliftance 
has been oftentimes denied me. Concerning Bar- 
badoes and Saint Chriftopher’s in particular, I have 
been favoured with much accurate and acceptable 
information, by John Braithwaire And Alexander 
Douglas, Efquires, gentlemen who are intimately 
acquainted with the concerns of thofe colonies; 
and the polite and cheerful readinefs with which 
they fatished my enquiries, ’entitle them to this 
publick teftimony of my thanks. 

* The fame tribute is moftjuftly due to Benjamin 
Vaughan and George Hibbert, Efquires, merchants 
of London, for many excellent and important re¬ 
marks, and much valuable matter ; which, at length, 
have enabled me to look back on the commercial 
difquifitions in the laft book, with a degree of fa- 
tisfadtion that at one period I defpaited of obtain¬ 
ing ; being well apprized that this part of my work - 
will, on many accounts, be moll obnoxious to cri- 
ticifm. That it is now rendered free from mif- 
takes, I do not indeed pretend. In all refearches 
qf a political and commercial nature, the beft au¬ 
thorities are fometimes fallible ; and there is fre- 

* 

quently much difference both in general ofihion 

and 
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and particular computation between th’ofe \?ho are 
equally folicitous lor the difeoverv af truth. The 
fadts, however, that I have collected cannot fail to 
be of life, whether the conclulions I have drawn 
from them be well founded or not. 

\ 

I might here clofe this introductory difeourfe, 
and leave my book to the candour of my readers; 
but having made my acknowledgments to thole 
gentlemen who have given me their kind aftiftance 
in the compilation of it; and feeling, in common 
with all the inhabitants of the British Weft Indies, 
a juft fenfe of indignation at the malignant and 
unmerited afperfions which are daily and hourly 
thrown upon the planters, for fuppofed improper 
and inhuman treatment of their African labourers ; 

I ftiould ill acquit myfelf, as the hiftorian of thole 
colonies, if I omitted this opportunity of giving. 
my teftimony to the fulnefs of their gratitude, 
their honeft pride and lively fenftbility, at behold-* 
ing, in a Son of their beloved Sovereign, the gene¬ 
rous aflertor of their rights, and the ftrenuous and 
able defender of their injured characters, and in- 
fulted honour! The condefcending and unfolicited 
interpolition of the Duke of Clarence on this oc¬ 
casion, is the more valuable, as, happily for the 

c 2 planters, 
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planters, it is founded oil his Royal HighndVs per¬ 
sonal obfervatjon of their manners, and knowledge 
of their difpofitiotis, acquired on the Spot. Thus* 
patronized and protected, while they treat with 
lilent icorn and deferved contempt the baSe efforts 
of thoSc perfons who, without the leaft knowledge 
of the Subject, affiil them with obloquy and out¬ 
rage, they find a dignified Support, in the confci- 
oufnefs of their own innocence, even under the 
mifguided zeal and unfavourable prepoffcflions of 
better men. I«t might indeed be hoped, for the in- 
terefls of truth and humanity, that fuch men would 
now frankly acknowledge their error, and ingenu- 
oufly own, that we have been mod; cruelly tra¬ 
duced, and ignominioufly treated; or if this be tcxo 
much to afk, we may at leaft expert that gentlemen 
of education and candour will no longer per Si ft in 
affording countenance to the vulgar prejudices of 
the envious and illiberal, by giving currency to 
fuggeftions which they cannot poftibiy know to be 
true, and which we know to be fa He, 
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preface 

T O THE 

SECOND EDITION. 

T HE fale of a large impreflion of this Work, in 
little more than twelve months, having induced 
the Bookfeller to publiili a fecond edition, I have 
availed myfelf of the opportunity of correlating fcveral 
errors which had crept into the hr if; but I have not 
found it neceflary to enlarge my Book with any new 
matter of my own, worthy of mention. The only 
additions of importance are a few notes and illufixa¬ 
tions, with which the kindncIs of friends ha> enabled 
me to fupply fome of my deficiencies. I have thought 
it proper, however, in that part of the Sixth Book 
which treats of-the commercially item, to inurt a copy 
of the provifional bill prefented to the Houle of Com¬ 
mons in March 1782, by the Right Hon. William 
Pitt, Chancellor of the Exchequer, for the purgoftf of 
reviving the .beneficial iiitercouife that ( exilted. before 

the 
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the late American war, between the United States and 
the Britilh Sugar Mauds. This bill, through the in¬ 
fluence .ef popular prejudice and other caufes*, was 
unfortunately loll. Had it paid Lai into a law, it would 
probably have laved from the horrors of famine 
fftecn thoufand luigli'ending Negroes, who miferably 
perifhed (in Jamaica alone) from the fad elTedts of the 
fatal reftriffive fyitem which prevailed! The publica¬ 
tion of this bill, therefore, is dilcharging a debt of 
jullice to the Miniller and* myfelf: to Mr. Pitt, be- 
caufe it proves that his farlt ideas on this queftion, were 
founded on principles of found policy and humanity; 
to myfelf, becaufe it gives me an opportunity of fhew- 
ing that the fentiments which I have expreffed on the 
fame fubjedt are juftified by his high authority. 

This is not a bulinefs of felfijfhnefs or faction ; nor 
(like many of thofe quellions which are daily moved 
in Parliament merely to agitate and perplex govern¬ 
ment). can it be difmifled by a vote. It will come for¬ 
ward again and again, and haunt adminiftration in a 
thoufand hideous lhapes, until a more liberal policy 
lhall take place; for no folly can poflibly exceed the 
notion that any meafures purfued by Great Britain will 
prevent the American States from having, fome.tiine or 
other> a commercial intercourfe with our Weft Indian 
territories on their own terms. With a chain of coaft 
of^ twenty degrees of latitude, polTefling the fineft har¬ 
bours for the purpofe in the world, all lying fo near to 
the Sugar Colonies, and the track to Europe,—with a 
6 country 
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country abounding in every thing the Iflands have 
occafion for, and which they can obtain no where 
elfe;—all thefe circumftances, necefTarily ancj na- 
turally lead to a commercial intercourfe between our 
Iilands and the United States. It is true, we mav ruin 
our Sugar Colonies, and ourfelves alfo, in the attempt to 
prevent it; it # i$ an experiment which God and Na¬ 
ture have marked out as impoftible to fucceed. The 
prefent retraining fyftem is forbidding men to help 
each other: men who, by their neceflities, their climate 
and productions, are Handing in perpetual need of 
mutual afhllancc, and able to fupply it. 

I write with the freedom of Hiftory;—for it is the 
caufe of humanity that I plead.—At the fame time 
there is not a man living who is more defirous than 
myfelf of testifying, by every poflible means, the fen- 
fibility and affection which are due to our gracious 
Sovereign, for that paternal folicitude and munificent 
interpofition, in favour of his remoteft fubje&s, to 
which it is owing that the Bread Fruit, and other va¬ 
luable productions of the molt diftant regions, now 
fiourifh in the Britifti Weft Indies. Thefe are indeed 
u imperial works, and worthy kings.” After feveralun- 
fuccefsful attempts, the introduction of the Bread Fruit 
was happily accomplifhed, in January 170;, by the ar¬ 
rival at St. Vincent of his Majcity’s lhip Providence, Cap¬ 
tain William Bligh, and the Ailiftant brig, Captain 
Nathaniel Portlock, from the South Seas; havirrg 
on board mnrfy hundreds of tlipfe trees, and a vaft num¬ 
ber 
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bcr of other choice and curious plants, in a very 
flouri hi.ig condition; all which have been properly, 
diftribv.ted through the iilands of St. Vincent ami 
Jamaica, and already afford the pleafing profpedt that 
liis Majefty’s goodnefs will be felt to the moil diftant 
period*. The cultivation of thefe valuable exoticks 
will, without doubt, in a courfe of years, lelfen the 
dependence of the £ugar Iilands on North America for 
food and neceflaries; and not only fupply fubiillence for 
future generations, but probably lurnifh frefli incite¬ 
ments to induftry, new improvements in the arts, and 
new fubje< 5 ts of commerce ! 

The Aflembly of Jamaica, co-operating with the 
benevolent intentions of his Majefty, have lately pur- 
chafed the magnificent botanical garden of Mr. Eailt, 
and placed it on the publick eftablifhment, under the 
care of fkilful gardeners, one of whom circumnavi- 

* Extract of a letter to Sir Joseph Banks, from the Botanick Gar¬ 
dener in Jamaica; dated December 1793. 

“ All the trees under my charge are thriving with the greateft luxuriance. Some 
of die Bread Fruit are upwards of eleven feet high, with leaves thirty-fix inches 
long f and my fuccefs in cultivating them has exceeded my molt fanguinc expec¬ 
tations. Tlie Cinnamon Tree is become very common, and Mangoes are in 
fuch plenty as to be planted in the negro-grounds. There are allb feveral bear¬ 
ing trees of the Jaack or baitard bread-fruit, which is cxa£Uy die fame as the 
Nanka of Timor. We have one Nutmeg Plant, which is rather fickly, &c. &c. ’* 

t On the death of Hinton Fast, Ffq. the founder of the botanick garden, it 
btcaf^e the property of his nephew, Edward Hyde East, Efq. barriftcr at 
law,* and wicmber of parliament for Great Bedwin, who with great generofity 
offered it to the Aflembly of Jamaica, for the ufe of the pubkek, at their own 
price. 
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gated the globe with Captain Bligh. I might’there¬ 
fore have confiderahly enlarged the Hortys Eojlenfis an¬ 
nexed to the l'irft Volume of this Work, but the parti¬ 
culars did not come to my hands in time. However, 
that the lovers of natural hiftory may not be wholly 
dilappointed, I flaall fubjoin to this Preface a Catalogue 
of the more rare and valuable exoticks which now 
flourifh in Jamaica. The prefent improved ftate of 
botany in that ill and will thus be feen at one view. 

In contemplating this difplay of induftry and 
fcicnce, and offering the tribute of grateful venera¬ 
tion to that Sovereign under whofe royal patronage 
and bounty fo many valuable produdticfns have been 
conveyed in a growing Hate from one extremity of the 
world to the other, it is impoffible that the inhabi¬ 
tants of the Britifh Weft Indies can forget how much 
alfo is due to Sir Joseph Banks, the Prefident of the 
Royal Society ; by whole warm and unwearied exertions 
the lecond voyage to the South Seas was determined 
on, after the firft had proved abortive. Among all the 
labours of life, if there is one purfiuit more replete 
than any other with benevolence, more likely to add 
comforts to exifting people, a nd eve n to augment their 
numbers by augmenting their^Reans of fubtiftence, it- 
is certainly that of lpreading abroad the bounties of 
creation, by tranfplansing from one part of the globe 
to another fuch natural productions as are likely ty 
prove beneficial to the intcrefts of humanity, lnjtbfis 
generous effort, Sir Joseph Banks lias employed a 
conliderablc part of his time, attention, and fortune; 

Vol. I. d and 
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and the fm refs which, in many cafe:', has crowned 
his endeavours, will be felt in the enjoyments, and 
rewarded by the bleflings, of poftcrity. 

On the whole, the introduelion of the Ilrcad Fruit 
and other plants from the South Sea I dun us—the mu¬ 
nificence dilplayed by Ills Majesty in caufing the 
vovage to be undertaken by which it was finally ac- 
complidied—the liberality and judgment of tliofe who 
adviied it—and the care and attention manifefted by 
tliofe who were more immediately entruded with the 
conduct of it, are circumltances that claim a didin- 
guiflied place, and conditute an important era in the 
liiltory of tliCcBritiih Weil Indies ! 

Having laid thus much in honour of my country¬ 
men, it is but judice to obferve, that the French na¬ 
tion (wliilil a government exi(led among them) began 
to manifeft a noble fpirit of emulation in the fame li¬ 
beral purfuit. It is to the induftry of the French that 
Jamaica (as will be leen in the Iliftory of that Iiland) 
owes the Cinnamon, the Mango, and lome other de¬ 
licious Spices and Fruits. Among other branches of 
the vegetable kingdom, introduced by them into their 
\Vcft Indian podeflions, they reckoned three different 
Jpecics of the Sugar Cane, all of which were previoufly 
unknown to the planters and inhabitants. 1 have, in 
a note to page 204 of the fecond volume of this edition, 
pblervcd, that Sir Joseph Banks had fatisfied me that 
1 e eh varieties did ex id; but I was not then apprized 
that their cultivation had been fuccefsfully attempted 
in any of our own Iikmds. By the kindnefs of Ad¬ 
miral 
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niiral Sir John I.aeorey, Baronet, I am flow'Enabled 
to gratify my readers with fuch full andguithentick in¬ 
formation on this fubject, as cannot fail to be highly 
acceptable to every inhabitant of the Wert Indies'. 

Thefe Canes were originally introduced into Mai- 
tinico; anti it was a fortunate circumftancc that the 
dillinguiihed officer whom I have named commanded 
about that time on the naval rtatidn at Antigua. 
It was equally fortunate that, with a love of natural 
knowledge, he poffierted plantations in the 111 and lart- 
mentioned; for it is extremely probable, from the 
dirturbances and diftracUons which have prevailed 
ever fince in every one of the French* Colonies, that 
there would not at this time have been found a trace 
of thefe plants in any part of the Weft Indies, it Sir 
John Eaforey had not perfonally attended to their 
prefer vat ion. With the account which his politencTs 
has enabled me to prefent to the Publick, I Avail con¬ 
clude this Introductory Difcourfe. 


Remarks on the East Indi a and ct'\r CANES Imported 
into the French Charaihcan (/lands, red lately "dreduced, 
into the I /land of Antigua, by SV’John L.vok’.v, Bart. 

One fort was brought SiBRTthe Bland oi Bourbon, 
reported by the French to he the growth ol the coaft 
of Malabar. 

(( Another fort from the illand of Otaheitc. 

« Another fort from Batavia. 

“ The t wo former arc much alike, both in tfteir ap¬ 
pearance and growth} hut that of Otaheitc is laid to 

(j n i .ike 
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make the fine It iugar. They are much larger than 
thofu of our lflands, the joints of feme meafur- 
ing eight or nine inches long, and fix in circumfe¬ 
rence.’ 

44 Thf.ir colour, and that of their leaves aifo, differs 
from ours, being of a pale green; their leaves broader, 
their points falling towards the ground as they grow 
out, inftead of being erect like tliofe- of our Illands. 
Their juice nlfo, when expreifed, differs from that of 
our Canes; being of a very pale, inftead of a deep 
green colour. 1 caufed one of the large 11 of tliefe 
Canes to be cut, at what 1 deemed its full growth, and 
likewife one of the largeft of the llland Canes that 
could be found upon each of three other plantations. 
When they were properly trimmed for grinding, I 
had them weighed : the Malabar Canes weighed up¬ 
wards of feven pounds ; neither of the other three ex¬ 
ceeded four pounds and a quarter. 

44 They are iipe enough to grind at the age of ten 
months; a few cut for a trial by my manager, above 
twelve months old, were judged to have loft part of 
their juices, by Handing too long. 

44 They appear to Hand the dry weather better than 
ours; I obferved, that after a drought of a long con¬ 
tinuance, when the leaves of our own Canes began to 
turn brown at their points, thefe, continued their co¬ 
lour throughout. 

4k -A gentleman of Montferrat had fome plants 
given to him by Monfieur Pinncl, one of t;he moll con- 
liderable planters of Guadaloupe, who told him he had, 
5 
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in the preceding year (1791) in which ah exceeding 

great drought had prevailed, planted among ft a large 

’ field of the iiland Canes half an acre of thefe ; that the 

% 

want of rain, and the borer , had damaged the former 
fo much, that he could not make fugar from them, 
but the latter had produced him three hogfheads. 

<£ In the fpiing of this year (1794) a trial was made 
of the Malabar ’Canes, on one of my plantations; 
160 bunches from holes of five feet fquare were cut, 
they produced upwards of 350 lbs. of very good 
fugar (a f ample of which I fent to Mr. Edwards *) the 
juice came into fugar in the tcache, in much lefs 
time than is ufually required for that of the other 
Canes, and threw up very little feum. The produce 
was in the proportion of 3,500lbs. to an acre; the 
weather had then been fo very dry, and the borer fo 
ileftrudive, that 1 am fure no one part of that planta¬ 
tion would have yielded above half that quantity from 
the other Canes, in the fame fpace of ground. We had 
not then the benefit of the new-invented clarifiers, 
which, though imported, had not been fixed up for 
want of time. 

• 

“ The French complain thefe Canes do not 

yield a lufiicient cpiantity ot field trafti, to boil the 
juice into lugar; to this, and to their never throwing 

* The fugar is extraordinarily good; the colour bright, and the grain, though 
not l'o large as in the boft Sr. Kitt’s fugar, {hong. 1 am perfuaded that no law 
fugar will anfwcr better for the refinery. 


up 
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up an arrow, I think their fupciior fize may in good 
mealure be attributed. This inconvenience may be 
obviated, by the fiibfiitution of coals; and the incrcaled 
quantity of the cane-traih, which their magnitude 
will fnrniih (and which we reckon the richeit manure 
we have, when properly prepared) will well indemnify 
the expence of firing. 

“ The Batavia Canes are a deep purple on the ont- 
jfide; they grow ihoit-jointed, and fmall in circumfe¬ 
rence, hut bunch exceedingly, and vegetate fo quick, 
that they fpring up from the plant in one-third the 
time thofe of our Illand do; the joints, foon after they 
form, all burlf longitudinally. They have the appear¬ 
ance of being very hardy, and bear dry weather well; a 
few bunches were cut and made into lugar at the lame 
time the experiment was made with the white Canes. 
The report made to me of them \va«, that they yielded 
a great deal of juice, which feemed richer than that of 
the others, but the fugar was ftrongly tinged with the 
colour of the rind; and it was ohf.rvec, that upon the 
expreffion of them at the mill, the j Mice was of a 
bright purple ; but by the time it had re..Tied through 
the fpout to the clarifier (a very fhort c nance) it be¬ 
came of a dingy iron colour. I am lob' the Batavia 
fugar imported into Amftcrdam is v.ry fa•* ; fo that if 
thofe Canes fhould other wife anfwer well, means may 
d(mbtlefs be obtained to dife barge the par pie tinge 
frefm their juice.” 


*** I owe 
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*** ,T O'vi' an acknowledgment to the family of the late 
■i-ildernun T>i.r k for n, by correcting in this place a miilakc 
W!tl) regird to hh ansteftry, which had crept into the firfl 
editien, anal is importunately transferred to this. In Vol. I. 
p. 170, it i a her led, that Mr. Bfckford was defeended in 
the femaic hnc horn a daughter of Thomas Scott, one of 
tne Juages oi oari.es I. 1 his notion is very prevalent in 
Jamaica; 1m hi. fun, Mr. Richard Beckford, Member of 
Parliament for Lc minder, has allured me th,at it is erroneous ; 
and he ivas done me t tic honour to point out the origin of the 
mi flake, by furnifliing me with the following particulars; 
which, with his pcrmiflion, I lay before the Publick, in his 
own words:— 


“ The late Alderman Beck ford was, in no degree, re¬ 
lated in blood to Scott the regicide, ft is true, * that a 
daughter of Scott married with one of the Beckford fa¬ 
mily; but flic was a widow at the time the lb married, and 
had no children lay Mr. Beckford, and confcepiently there 
could be no defeent. . 

Tiie a nee do is of the late Alderman Beckford were 
Cavaliers, or Royalifls, in the time of king Cha r it s the Firfl; 
and upon the uiurpation of Oliver Cromwell, were 
obliged to fly their country, and re fide abroad. After fimnca 
was taken by Penn and Venables, during the Protectorate, 

0 
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encouragement was held out to all fettlers to go to the new 
colony—and thereupon the Beckfokds went over, and were 
among the firft, as they foon became the greateft planters in 
the ifland. 

“ The Family derive their name from the village and parifh 
of Beckford, in Glouceflerlhire (about eight or ten miles from 
Tewkelbury) where the heir of Mr. Alderman Beckford 
flow pofTelfes • a fmall eftate 3 the moll antient patrimony of 
the Family. 

Rich. Beckford." 

95 tb Jprily 1794 , 
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Of the more valuable and rare Plants growing in the Publick Boiamck 
Garden , in the Mountains of Liguanea, in the IJland of Jamaica . 


Native cf the Goa/l of Africa. 

Native of Otahcite. 
Native of South- America. 

Native of Senega!. 
Native of the Ecfi-Indies. 
Native of the Eaji-lndiei, 


A MOMUM Granum Paradisi—G uinea Pepper, or Grains of Paradife. 

Native of Guinea. 

Antholy*aA'.thiopicX—E thiopianAntholyza. Native of the Cape of Good Hope. 
Arundo Bam nos—Bamboo (Jane. Native of the Eajl Indies. 

Allamanda Cathartica—G alarips. Native of South America. 

Akce Tree. 

Averrhoa Bjumiu—B imbling Fruit. 

An noma C h !••. R i m o i a—C heri moya. 

Annona Myristic a-—N utmeg Annona. 

AdansuNIA Did tat a—M onkies Bread. 
vF.sc hynomf.ne grandih.ora—P ea 'Free. 

JV . s chynomkn e aquatic a—S wamp Pea 'Free. 

Ambroma AUGUSTA—Maple-leaved Atnbroma.— Native -f New South JVales. 
Astf.r fruticosus—S hrubby Alter. Native of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Artocarpus incisa—B read-Fruit 'Free. Native cf Otahcite. 

Artocarpus intjsgrifolia—I ndian Jaack Tree.— Native of the Eaji-Indies. 
Aucuba japonica—J apan Aucuba. Native of Japan. 

Aleurites trilubata—C andle Tree. Native of Otahcite. 

Aretha Catechu—B eetle Nut. Native cf Timor. 

Atragene indica—I ndian Atragene. Native of the Eaji-lndiei. 

Arctotis calendulacea—M ary gold Arclotis.— Native of the Cape of Good 

'Hope. 

Amygdalus communis 
var. Dwarf Peach. 
var. St. Helena Almond. 

U’jdleja globosa—R ound-headed Budleja. 

Bichy Tree. 

Hauhinia variegata— Variegated Bauftama. 

Curcuma longa—'F urmeric Root. 

Cissus quadrangularis—A np;ular-ftalked Ciflus. 


Cordia —Know, a dye- wood. 

Cassine capensis— Hottentot Cherry. 
Cassia Sena— Sena 'Free. 

Cactus cochinillifkr— Cochineal Cadlus. 
Capparis spinosa— Caper Shrub. 
Camellia japonica— Japan Rofe. 


Native of St. Helena. 
Native of St. Helena. 
Native cf Gpili. 
Nati ve of Guinea. 
Native of the Eajl- Indies. 
Native of the Eajl- Indies. 

Native of India. 


Crotalaria ladurnifolia — Shrubby Crotalaria. 
Co Ron ill a arabica— Arabian Coronilla.* 

Vol. I. e 


• Native of Otahcite. 
Native of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Native cf Egypt. 
Native of South-Annina. 

Native of Italy, 
Native of Japan. 


Native of Afia. 
Native cf Arabia. 

Call a 
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Cam.a A-rnirtPKW—T'-t’.is ;u. n C..11.I. A rf I>- C. i e cj G ad Hope. 

C Ai» u A RINA K^’bJiTihn i a— Tmi.ui i'i.ne. — A jtiji of the S, nth- Sea Ifian.ts.. 

Native of'} h.-nr. 


Cicca ni'-iii!!. - .—Clu'iiiii.i'! t 1 'nut. 
Cu PR ess v 3 : t • m rt.Rw j pi.-— wricau 


Ci: t sf-BIKer; • 
Cf r. a ton i a Sn k: j 
C YCAS C1RCINAI IS- 
DlOO.lA CM.IATA — 

i)ic \ a Draco- 


• —!'. Hmw Trf'i'. 

/ --St. John's Bread. 
—-hapo Pal!. - !. 

A’i !in;.,.! I 'iol na. 
i in Free. 


CLprd's Trc :—Ndive of the Cipc of Good 

1 1 opr. 

A.//. ve of China. 
Naive of Sicily. 


of the E-;ft-. 


'notes. 


IS .tier I /'.<• (life of Go. a 11 opr. 


-I 5 


'to t it 


Drac;vn.t. 


of the I'l. 


Do AC AIN A 1-It UREA 
Dll.vC SNA 

Doi.ICIIOS 5TNKN.lI-'—Chi,nek: DolicllOS. 

F. t> ID It NDR U N1 V AN1M.A — Vuilil ia. 

.FutMSiA TKiPIIYLLA -Scarlet i'tlcliflR. 

L‘ RAxiN.'.s Ornus—M anna A fit. 

Ficus ti.nctoria— Mat tee, a dye-wood. 

C i ak deniA Florida— Cape Jai’mine. 

Cr a R D K N i A T H u N li h R a I a — S tarry Gardenia. — 
C i lor i os a suferua— Superb Lily. 

( iuiLANiiiN a Morinca— Horfc-Radifli Tree. 
G ARCIMA CORNUA—Small Mangoltein. 
Galega purpurea— -Purple Galega. 
Hibiscus popui.neus— Poplar-Laved 11 ibiicus. 
Hibiscus mutabilis— Changeable Role. 
Hibiscus Ficulneus— Fig-leaved Hibifcus. 
Hibiscus trionum— Bladder Ilibifeus. 
Justicia Adhatoda— Malabar Nut. 

Justici A PICTA— Variegated JutVicia. 

Ilex Cassink— Paraguay Tea. 

Inocarpus edut.is— Otaheite Chefnut. 

11.LIC J u m ’florid a N uM— -Anifeed Tree. 
Koempferia Galanga— Galangale Root. 
Lavvsonia inermis— Smooth Lawfonia. 

Lawsonia spinosa— Prickly Lawfonia. 
.Laurus Cinnnamomum— Cinnamon Tree. 
Taurus Camphora— Camphire Free. 
Laurus nobilis— Sweet Bay Tree. 

Laurus indica— -RoyalBay Tree. 

Laurus foetens— Madeira Laurel., 


Incites, 
"rf U.-ira. 


N a tree oj Otahtitr. 
Native of Chira. 
Native of S mth ■ Amr'ict 
A lithe 


■A at. 


of Clan, 
Satrce rj Caiai r.a.. 
,\<it/ve ■: f Otaheite. 
Native if China. 
.vi efi'e Cape of G'.ed Hope. 
Native cl’the i: if- Indies. 
Native of the Ea/C Indies. 
Native of the Eo.ft - Indie.. 
Native of the Ea/f-Indies. 
Native of the Eafi-Indies. 
Native of the Ea/l- Indies. 

Native of Ceylon. 
Native of the Cape of Good Hope, 
Native of Ceylon, 
Native of Timor. 
Nati ve of Carolina. 
Native of Otaheite. 
Native of Florida. 
Native of thEajl-Indies 
Nati VC of Africa. 
Native of the Eajl- Indies. . 
Native of Ceylon* 
Native of Japan. _ 
Nati ve of Italy. 
Nati ve of Madeira, 
Native of Madeira. 
Native of Virginia. 


Native of Carolina. 


Laurus Benzoin —Benjamin Tree. 

Laurus Borbonia— -Carolina Bay Tree. 

Laurus Sassaphras— Saflaphras Tree. Native of North-America. 

LiRU'DENDROn Tulipifer A— Tulip Tree. Native of North-America, 

Lavatbra THURINC1ACA —Large-flowered Lavatera. — Native of Hungary » 
Melia V Ay.EDERACH —Bread-Tree. Native of the Ea/l- Indies. 

MaGn olia gr andiflora —Laurel-Raved Magnolia. Native of Carolina. 

MgLiANTHVS major-— Honcy-Flowfir. Native of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Malva. 
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Malta capfnsis — Cape Mallow. Native 

Monsonia spkctosa- —Fine leav’d Monfbisia .—-Natiic 
Mimosa nilotica —Gum Arabic Tree. 

Mimosa Senegal —Gum Senegal Tree. 

•Mimosa Lkmeck. —Oriental Ebony. 

Wultus p /. pyrii f.i'a— Paper Mulberry Tree. 
Manoifera INDic v—Mango Tree. 

Olea ’ ragrans —Sweet-Rented Olive. 

Oldem.anbia IJMIIEI.t.ata -Che. 

Piper nigrum —Black 1’epper. 

Pipe e loscum —Eon m Pepper. 

Pun adelphus ap. -iTiArreus— Sweet- feentedSyringa 
Pandands odoratissimus — Screw Pine. 

PlSTACIA OFFICINARUM —Pilbul.ia Trefe 
Ob' ass i a amah \—Hitter Quaflia. 

Roiiima hisimda —Large-flower’d Aeac.a. 

Roiiima mitis — Smooth Acacia. 

Sapinbus p.bui.is —Likhi Plumb. 

Stapf.ua varikcata —Variegated Stapclia.— Nath 
SpevniAs —South-Sea Plumb. 

Smii.ax Sarsaparilla —S.irtapariila. 

SraiM s moi.i.i: —Peruvian M.iiiicL Tree. 

T AC C A 1MN \’ATIFIDA — Pe c a h . 

Tr abm sc ant iA niscol.oR —Purple Spider-Wert. 

T i;c ton a n >> a no is—.'1 ick-Wood. 

The.a viridis—G reen Tea Tice. 

'I'heA Be. USA—Sohe.i Tea Tree. 

Waches noRFi a vin rsifi.oii a — Simple-Balked M' 

Ximenia inf.rmis —Smooth Zimenia. 


f the G,p t oCVvl ir.pt. 
e if the Crip.: rf Good Hope. 

Native of Epypt. 
' Native if Arabia. 

Native of tty Ea/i- ladies. 

Ahttive jf Japan. 
Native of the EaJ}-Indies. 

Native of China. 
Native of India. 
Native of the Fuji-Indies. 
Native if the F.aft-hvlin. 

.—Native ofNetv Z - aland. 

Native of Ceylon. 
Native of Greece. 
Native of Guiana. 
Native ef the haft-Indict. 
Native of the leaf-Indict. 

Native of China, 
e of the Cape of Goo t Hope. 

Native of Ajia. 
Native of America. 

AGtive o f Pern. 
Native of (jtaheitr. 
ACtive of H on Jurat. 
Native f 7 trior. 
Native ■/' China. 
Naive o f China. 
'.ichenJorfia. — Native of 
the Cape of Gael fife. 
Aattvc ef tt.e /• P ■ It: . 


It may not lenni.f r ;,l in this place to ad l a Catabpue if M duiual am plaiits , 
preudnp in Synth and A jrth America, the Eaft- Indiet, Car. tne : n: ■: In:‘r.n if 

rreji-Jii.il, t, via. 


7C7/lW Ivetitd 


be a pi cat aci/idj.. 


a ti 


SOUTH-AMERICA 


Ouassia Simarouba—S imarouba Bark.— Gr. 


roves n: many pat ts of Saule-Ame¬ 
rica, particularly in Guiana and Cay,ran'. 

Convolvulus Jalap. 1 .—Jalap Root. — Native of the Sinh-vhr.crieaa Continent. 
Copaifera officinalis—B. ilfam Copaiva Tree.— Native of Brad and the 

’ n.dphhcuring if an is. 

Myroxylcn peruiferum —Tree producing Ba'i'am Peru.— Far.I liming 

unto the t o’ trier. 

TetUIFF.RA Balsa m UM— Tree producing Baliam Tolu. — G; .-as tilth cite for¬ 
mer. 

Anchona OFFICINALIS— Peruvian or Jcfuit’s Bark. — -Ad’tive of Peru , partieu- 

the hilly parts about ff ite. 

Pi YClIc 1 RIA E.MET1CA—Ipcce.cuana Root. Native rf Smith America. 

e 2 North- 
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NORTH-AMERICAN PLANTS. 

Aristot.ochia Serpentaria — Snake Root. Grows in Virginia.. 

Polygala Senega-— Kattic-Snakc Root. —Native of Virginia ami other part: 

of North-Amern a. 

Pan ax QU I NQUE folium—G inleng Root. —Native of Canada , P ennj'ylvania , 

and Virginia. 

Spigelia Marii.andica—I ndian Pink Root. —Native of many parts of North- 

uinnrica. 

Pin Vs balsamea—T ree producing the Canada Balfam, —Native of Virginia. 

and Canada, 


EAST-INDIAN AND EUROPEAN PLANTS. 

Styrax Benzoin —Tree producing Gum Benjamin. Native of Sumatra, 

Anchusa tinctoria —Alkanet Root. Native of Montpelier,. 

Mimosa Catechu —Tree producing the Japan Earth. —Grows in the moun¬ 
tainous parts of Indo/ian. 
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Illttfration of the Frontifpiece to Vol. I. 


An Indian Cacique, of the Ifland of Cuba, addrefling Columbus 
concerning a future State of Reward and Punilhment. 


TTux ; remarkable circumftance, which is related in p. 73, 
cf.thc hrft edition of this work, and p. 75 of the fecond edition, 
happened on thevth of July, 1494. It is actefted by Pet. Martyr and 
Herrera; but as the dodrine of a future ftate of retribution fee ms to 
argue a degree ofjpivilization, which the natives of the Weft Indies had 
not attained, doubts have been fuggefted concerning the fad: I have 
therefore thought it neccftary to quote the authorities on which it is 
founded at large, premifmg that the perfon who ferved on this occafion 
as interpreter was a native of Gimiabatii. Having accompanied 
C mm re bus to Spain, on his return from his firft voyage, and remained 
with him from October 149a, he had acquired the Spanifh language, 
which he fpoke with great facility. Martyr’s account is in tbefe words: 

ff Duni in littore rem divinam prxfcdus audiret, ecce primarium 
quendam odogenarium, virum gravem, nec cn minus nudum, multis* 
iiium comitantibus. llic, donee facra peragerentur admiratus, ore 
oculifque intentus adfiftit: dehinc Prrefecto caniftrum. quern manu 
gerebat plenum patrix frudibus, dono dedit: fedenfquo amid cum 
per interpretem Didacum colonum, qui id idioma cum proprius acedlif- 
ient inteiligebat, orationem habuit hujulcemodi: 
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« Terras omnes IflTiSs haftenus tibi ignotas, manu potenti te percurrifle, 
renunciatum nobis fait, populifque incolls metum non mcdiocreq, 
intulifle, Quare te horror mcneoquc, ut itinera duo, cum c corpora 
profiliiint animas habere feias: tenebrofum unum ac tetrum, his 
paratuh^ qui generi humano molefti infenfique funt: jucundum aliud 
ct; dele&abile illis flatutum, qui pacem et quiet* m gentium viventes 
amarunt. Si igitur .te mortalem efie, ct unicuique pro preefentibus 
operibus futura merita obfignata memineris, neminerri infellabis.” 

Pet. Martyr, decad. i. lib. tertius. Ed. 1574, 

Herrera, the celebrated hiftoriographer of Spain, gives the Cacique's 
ipeech in the words following: \ 

Tu has venido a eftas tierras, que nunca antes vift<M con gran podcr, 
y has puefto gran temor : fabe que fegun lo que acJ lentimos, ay do:; 
lugarcs en la otra vida, adonde van las aimas : un^ maio y lieno de 
tinieblas, guardado para los que hazen mah Otro es a iegre y bnc,u> 
adonde 1c han de apofentar los que anian la paz de las guites, y por 
tanto fi tu fientes que has de morir, y que a cada uno fegun lo que aca 
hiziere, alia le ha de refponder el premie, no haras mal a quicn no te ie 
hizidre* 

Herrera Hift. de las Indias Odd, Dccada 1. libro 2. 
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great Oceans were anciently diftirrguiftied alfo, from their rela¬ 
tive fituation, by the names of the North and South Seas (a). 

To that prodigious chain of Iflands which extend in a curve, 
from the Florida Shore on the Northern Peninfula, to the 
Gulph of Venezuela in the Southern, is given the denomina¬ 
tion of JVcjl Indies, from the name of India originally afligned 
to them bf Columbus. This illuftrious Navigator planned his 
expedition, not, as Raynal and others have fuppofed, under 
the idea of introducing a New- World to the knowledge of 
the Old; but, principally, in the view of finding a route to 
India by a Weftern navigation; which he was led to think 
would prove lefs tedious than by the Cc&ft of Africa: and this 
conclufion would have been juft, if the geography of the An¬ 
cients, on which it was founded, had been accurate/" b), Indeed, 

fo 

(<7 ) The appellation of North ,applied to that part of the Atlantick which flows 
into the Gulph of Darien, feems now to be entirely difufed; but the Pacifick is 
ft ill commonly called the South Sea. It was difeovered in 1513, and having been 
firft entered towards the South, might, perhaps, have derived its name from that 
circumftance. 

(l) “ The fpherical figure of the earth was known to the ancient geographers. 
They invented the method flill in ufe, of computing the longitude and latfSme of 
different places. According to their do&rine, the equator contained 360 degrees ; 
thefe they divided into twenty-four parts, or hours, each equal to fifteen degrees. 
The country of the Seres or Si nee being the fartheft part of India known to the 
Ancients, was fuppofed, by Marinus Tyrius, the mod eminent of the ancient geo¬ 
graphers before Ptolemy, to be fifteen hours, or 2I5 degrees, to the*eaft of the firft 
meridian, pafling through the Fortunate Iflands. If this fuppofttion was well found¬ 
ed, the country pf the Seres, or China, was only nine hours, -or 135 degrees weft 
from the Fortunate or Canary Iflands; and the navigation in that direftion was 
mfjch fiaorter than by the courfe which the Portuguefe were purfiyng.” From 

thi* 
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fo firmly perfuaded was Columbus of its truth and certainty, C H A I\ 
that he continued'to aflert his belief of it after the difcovery of b 
Cuba and Hifpaniola; not doubting that thofe iflands confti- ' v u 
tuted fome part of the Eaftern extremity of Afia: and the 
nations of Europe, fiitisfied with fuch authority, concurred in 
the fame idea. Even when the difcovery of the Pacifick Ocean 
had demonftrated his miftake, all the countries which Colum¬ 
bus had vifited ftill retained the name of the Indies; and in 
contradiftindtion to thofe at which the Portuguefe, after palling 
the Cape of Good Hope, had at length arrived by an Eaftern 
courfe, they were now denominated the Indies of the Weft (c). 


Among the Geographers of thofe days, however, there were 
fome, who envying the glory of Columbus, or-giving more 
credit- to ancient fable than to the achievements of their cotem¬ 
poraries, perfifted in afiigning to the newly-dilcovered Illands 
the appellation of Antilia or Ant ties: the name (according to 
Charlevoix) of an imaginary country, placed in ancient charts 
about two hundred leagues to the Weftward of the Azores ; and 
it is a name ftill very generally ufed by foreign Navigators, al- 

this account, for which the reader is indebted to the learned Dr. Robcrtfon, it is 
cvidAt that the fcheme of Columbus was founded on rational fyftemutica! pi in— 
ciplcs, according to the light which his age afforded; whereas if he had propolcd, 
without any fuch fuppgrt, to difeover a new hemifphtre by failing well ward 
he would have been juftly confidered as an arrogant and chimerical projector, 
and fucccfs itfelf would not have reconciled his temerity to the ibber dictates ol 
reafon. * . , 

( c ) Columbus failed on his firft voyage the 3d of Auguft, T492. In 1494 
Bartholcmus Dias difeovered the Cape of Good Hope ; but it was not doubled 
till the year 1497, when Vafquez de Gama fucceeded (for the firft time in mo¬ 
dern navigation) in this, as it was then fuppofed, formidable attempt. 

B 2 though 
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BOOK though the etymology of the word is as uncertain as the appli- 
cation of it is unjuft. To the Britifn nation the name beftowed 
' ’ v ~ 1 by Columbus is abundantly more familiar: and thus the whole 

of the Hew Hernifphere is, with us> commonly comprised under 
three great diviiions; North America, South America, and 
the Weft Indies(dj. 

But, fubordinate to this comprehensive and ftmple arrange¬ 
ment, neceftity or convenience has introduced more minute 
and local diftin&ions. That portion of the Atlantick, which 
is feparated from the main Ocean to the North and to the 
Eaft, by the Iflands I have mentioned, although commonly 
known by the general appellation of the Mexican Gulph, is 
itfelf properly fubdivided into three diftinft Bafms: the Gulph 

(d) The term Jntilcs ?s applied by Hoffman to the Windward or Charaibcan 
’/lands only, and is by him thus accounted for: “ Dicuntur Antil* America? 
quafi ante Infulas America;, nempe ante majorcs Infulas Sinus Mexicani.” (Hoff¬ 
man Lexic. Unfa.) Rochfort and Du Tertre explain the word nearly in the fame 
manner,while Morff. D’Anvillc applies the name to thofe Iflands only, which arc 
more immediately oppofed to , or fituated againjiy the Continent: thus he terms 
Cuba, Hifpaniola, Jamaica, and Porto-Rico, the Great Antiles , and the fmall 
Blands of Aruba, Cura^oa, Bonair, Magaritta, and fome others near the coaft of 
Caraccas on the Southern Peninfula, the Le/s-, excluding the Charaibcan Iflands 
altogether. A recurrence to the early Spanifh Hiftorians would have demonftrat- 
ed to all thefe writers, that the word Antilia was applied^taHifpaniola and Cuba, 
before the difeovery either of the Windward Iflands, or any part of the American 
Continent. This appears from the following paflage in the Firft Book of the 
Firft Decad of Peter Martyr, which bears date from the Court of Spain, Novem¬ 
ber 1493, eight months only after Columbus's return from his firft expedition; 
M Ophiram Infulam fefe reperifle refert: fed Cofmographorum tra&u. diligenter 
tonfiderato, Antilia Inflil* funt ill* et adjacentes alise: hanc Hifpaniolam appella- 
vit, &c.” 

* 
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of Mexico, the Bay of Honduras, and the Charaibean Sea (e). CHAP. 

The latter takes its name from that clafs of Iilands which *• 

bound this part of the Ocean to the Eafl. Mo/l of thefe. 

were anciently pofle/Ted by a nation of Cannibals, the fcourge 

and terror of the mild and inoffeniive natives of flifpaniohi, 

who frequently exprefled to Columbus their dread of thole 

fierce and warlike invaders, ftiling them Ciiaraibes, or Carib- 

becs (j). And it was in confequence of this information, that 

the I Hands to which thefe favages belonged, when dilcovercd 

afte wards by Columbus, were by him denominated generally 

the Charaibean Mauds. 

Of tIT. eluf, however, a group nearly adjoining to the 
Eaftern fide of bt. John de Porto Rico, is likewife called the 
Virgin Illes ; a dill in 6. ion of which the origin will be explained, 
in its place (gj- 

Neither mull it pafs unobferved, that the name of Ba¬ 
hama is commonly applied by the Englilh to that duller o£ 

(e) Vide Introduction to the Weft Indian Atlas, by Jefferfes.. 

(f) Herrera, lib. i. Fcr. Columbus, chap, xxxiii. 

* 

(g) It may be proper to obferve, that the old Sp.rnilh Navigators, in fpcaking of 
the Weft Indian Iflands in general, frecp'u.'.iy diftinguilh them alio into two 
clafles, by the terms FarLvento and S:tuvento y from whence our Windward and 
Leeward Iflands; the Charaibean constituting in ft; id: propriety the former claf> 

(and as luch I lh .ll fpca.k of ttyem in the courfe of this work), and the four large 
Iflands of Cuba, Jamaica, Hifpaniola, and Porto Rico, the latter. But our Eng- 
lifii mariners appropriate both terms to the Charaibean Iflar.ds only, fubdividing 
them according to their lituation in the courfe of the trade wind j the Windward 
Iflands by their arrangement terminating, I believe, with Mattinico, and the Lee¬ 
ward .communing at Dominica, and extending to Porto Rieo. 


finall. 
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North-weftcrly direction for the fpace of near three hundred 
leagues, from the Northern coaft of Hifpaniola to the Bahama 
Strait, oppoiite the Florida Shore. Whether this appellation is 
of Indian origin, as commonly fuppofed, is a quellion I cannot 
anfwer ; neither does it merit very anxious inveftigation: yet 
thefe little iflands have defervedly a claim to particular notice; 
for it was one of them (h) that had the honour of firft receiv¬ 
ing Columbus, after a voyage the moil bold and magnificent 
in defign, and the molt important in its confequenees, of any 
that the mind of man has conceived, or national adventure un- 
dertaken, from the beginning of the world to the prefent hour. 

Climate. Most of the countries of which I propofe to treat being 
fituated beneath the tropick of Cancer, the circumflances of 
climate*, as well in regard to general heat, as to the periodical 
rains and conlequent variation of feafons, are nearly the fame 
throughout the whole. The temperature of the air varies in¬ 
deed confiderably according to the elevation of the land j but, 
with this exception, the medium degree of heat is much the 
fame in all the countries of this part of the globe. 

A tropical year feems properly to comprehend but two 
diftindt feafons j the wet and the dry j but as the rains in thefe 
climates conftitute two great periods, I fhall deferibe it, like 
the European year, under four divifions. 

(h) Called by the Indians Guanahani, by the Spaniards St. Salvadorc, and is 
known to Englifli Teamen by the name of Cat Ifland. The whole group is 
called by the Spaniards Lucayos. 
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Tiie vernal feafon, or Spring, may be faid to commence CHAP, 
with the month of May, when the foliage of the trees evidently l - 

becomes more vivid, and the parched favannas begin to change v * 

their ruffet hue, even previous to the fird periodical rains, 
which arc now daily expe&ed, and generally fet in about the 
middle of the month. Thefe, compared with the Autumnal 
rains, may be laid to be gentle fliowers. They collie from 
the South, and commonly fall every day about noon, and break 
up with thunder-dorms ; creating a bright and beautiful ver¬ 
dure, and a rapid and luxuriant vegetation. The thermometer ' 
at this feafon varies confiderably, commonly falling fix or eight 
degrees immediately after the diurnal rains : its medium height 
may be dated at 75 0 . 

After thefe rains have continued about a fortnight, the 
weather becomes dry, fettled, and falutary; and the tropical 
Summer reigns in full glory. Not a cloud is to be perceived; 
and the Iky blazes with irrefidible fiercenefs. For feme hours, 
commonly between feven and ten in the morning, before the 
fetting in of the fea-breeze or trade-wind, which at this fea¬ 
fon blows from the fouth-ead with great force and regularity 
until late in the evening, the heat is fcarcely fupportable; but, 
no fooner is the influence felt of this refrelhing wind, than all 
Nature revives, and the climate, in the fliade, becomes not 
only very tolerable, but pleafant. The thermometer now va¬ 
ries but little in the whole twenty-four hours: its medium, 
near the coaft, may be dated at about 8©°. I have feldom 
obferved it higher than 85° at noon, nor much below 7 5 0 at 
fun-rife. 
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BOOK The nights at this feafon are tranfcendently beautiful. The 
clearncfs and brilliancy of the heavens, the Icrenity of the air, 
"" “ ' and the foft tranquillity in which all Nature repofes, contribute 

to harmonize the mind, and produce the mod calm and de¬ 
lightful fenfttions. The moon too in thefe climates difplays far 
greater radiance than in Europe: the fmalleft print is legible 
by her light; and in the moon’s abfence her function is not ill 
fupplied by the brightnefs of the milky-way, and by that glo¬ 
rious planet Venus-, which appears here like a little moon, and 
glitters with fo‘refulgent a beam as to cad a (hade from trees, 
buildings, and other objects, making full amends for the fliort 
day and abrupt departure of the crepuiculum or twilight ft). 

This date of the weather commonly continues, with lit- 

m * 

tie variation, from the beginning of June until the middle 
of Augnd, when the diurnal breeze begins to intermit, and 
the atmofphere becomes fultry, incommodious, and fuffo- 
cating. In the latter end of this month, and mod part of 
September, we look about in vain for coolnefs and comfort. 
The thermometer occafionally exceeds 90°, and indead of 
a deady and refrcfhing wind from the fea, there are ufually 
faint breezes and calms alternately. Thefe are preludes to 
the fecond periodical or Autumnal feafon. Large towering 

(i) In the mountainous and interior parts of the larger illands, innumerable fire¬ 
flies abound at night, which have a furprifing appearance to a ftrangcr. They 
cun fill of different fpecies, fome of which emit alight, rcfembling a fpark of fire, 
from a globular prominence near each eyes ana others from their Tides in the a< 5 t 
of refpiration. They are far more luminous than the glow-worm, and fill the 
air on all tides, like fo many living ftars, to the great aftonilhment and admiration 
of a traveller unaccuftomed to Ihe country.—In the day-time they di&ppear. 

clouds. 
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clouds, fleecy, and of a reddilh hue, arc now feen, in the morn- c H A P. 
ing, in the quarters of the fouth, and fouth-cail ; the tops of I. 
the mountains at the fame time appear dear of clouds, and the _ " ^ 
objects upon them wear a blucilh cafe, and feem much nearer 
to the fpedator than ufual. When thefe vaft accumulations 
of vapour have rifen to a confiderable height: in the almofphere, 
they commonly move horizontally towards the mountains, pro¬ 
claiming their progrefs in deep and rolling thunder, which, 
reverberated from peak to peak, and anfwcred by the diftant 
roaring of the fea, heightens the majefty of the lcene, and irre- 
fdtibly lifts up the mind of the Spectator to the great Author 
of all fublimity.. 

The waters, however, with which thefe congregated va¬ 
pours load the atmofphere, feldom fall with great and general 
force until the beginning of Odtober. It is then that the 
heavens pour down cataracts. An European who has not vi- 
fited thefe climates, can form no jutl conception of the quan¬ 
tity of water which deluges the earth at this feafon : by an 
e\ad account which was kept of the perpendicular height of 
the water which fell in one year in Barbadoes (and that no 
ways remarkable) it appeared to have been equal to Six ty-lc veil 
cubical inches. 

It is now, in the interval between the beginning of Ali¬ 
gns! and the latter end .of October, that hurricanes, thole 
dreadful visitations of the Almighty, are apprehended. The 
prognostics of thefe elementary conflicts, have been minutely 
deferibed by various writers, and their effects are known by 

Vol. I. C late: 
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BOOK late mournful experience to every inhabitant of every ifland 
I. within the tropicks, but their immediate caufe feems to lie far 
J m ~* beyond the limits of our circumfcribed knowledge. 

Towards the end of November, or fomctimes not till the 
middle of December, a conliderable change in the temperature 
of the air is perceivable. The coafts to the northward are now 
beaten by a rough and heavy lea, roaring with incellant noife ; 
the* wind varies from the call to the north-call and north, l'omc- 
tiines driving before it, acrols the highell mountains, not only 
heavy rains but hail; till at length, the north wind having 
acquired fufheient force, the atmofpherc is cleared; and now 
comes on a fucceflion of lercne and pleafant weather, the north- 
call and northerly winds fpreading coolnefs and delight 
throughout the whole of this burning region. 

If this interval, therefore, from the beginning of December 
to the end of April, be called winter, it is certainly the hnell 
winter on the globe. To valetudinarians and perfons advanced 
in life, it is the climate of Paradife. 

The account which I have thus given is, however, to be 
received not as uniformly exadl and minutely particular; but 
as a general reprefentation only, fubjcdl to many variations and 
exceptions. In the large illands of Cuba, Ilifpaniola, and 
Jamaica, whole lofty mountains are clothed with forells per¬ 
haps as old as the deluge, the rains are much more frequent 
and violent than in the fmall illands to windward; fomc of 
which arc without mountains, and others without woodj both 

powerful 
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powerful agents on the atmofphere. In the interior and ele¬ 
vated diltridts of tlie three former iflands, I believe there are 
fhowers in every month of the year ; and on the northern 
courts of thole iilands, confiderable rains are exported in De¬ 
cember or January, foon after the letting in of the north 
winds. 

Concerning the trade-wind, or diurnal fea-breeze, which 
blows in thele climates from the cart, and its collateral points, 
with little intermilTion or variation nine months in the year, 
the caules of it having been traced and displayed by numerous 
writers, it is unnccert'.iry for me to treat; but the peculiarity 
of the land-wind by night (than which nothing can be more 
grateful and refreihing) has been lels generally noticed. This 
is an advantage, among others, which the larger iilands of the 
Wert Indies derive from the great inequality of their furface ; 
for as loon as the fea-breeze dies away, the hot air of the plains 
being rarefied, afeends towards the tops of the mountains, and is 
there condenl'ed by the cold; which making it l'pecifically 
heavier than it was before, it defeends back to the plains on 
both fides of the ridge. Hence a night-wind is felt in all the 
mountainous countries under the torrid zone, blow ing on all 
lidcs from the land towards the (bore, fin that on a north lhore 
the wind lhall come from the fouth, aw! .'U the faith rtiorc 
from the north. Agreeably to tins hv t othefis, it is oblerv- 

able that in the iilands to windward, wlnte they hive no nicun- 

• ► 

tains, they have no land-breeze (kj. 

Of 

(k) The account thus jjiven of the land-wind, is chiefly in th.c words of Dr. 
Franklin, whofe ddcriplion is lo precile and accurate as to admit of no improve- 

C i meat. 
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Of the general appearance of a difhnt country, and the 
feenery with which it is clothed, it is difficult, by mere verbal 
delcription, to convey an idea. To the firfl dilcovcrers, the proi- 
pc<5l of thefe iflands mull have been intcrefling beyond all that 
imagination can at prelent conceive of it. Even at this day, 
when the mind is prepared by anticipation, they are beheld by 
the voyager for the firfl time, with llrong emotions of admira¬ 
tion and pleafure ; arifing not only from the novelty of the 
feene, but alfo from the beauty of the finaller iflands, and the 
lublimity of the larger, whole lofty mountains form a llupen- 
dous and awful picture ; the luhjed both of wonder and con¬ 
templation (l). 

Nor 


merit. In Ikrbadocs, and mod of the linafl iflands to windward, the (ea-brec/e 
blows as well by night as by day. It is lometimes the tale m Jamaica in the 
months of June and July, the land at that time being heated to fuch a degree, 
that the cold air of the mountains is not fufficiently denfc to check the current 
which fiows fiom the lea. 

(!) To the firfl voyagers to the Weft Indies, many mull have been the objects 
of aftonifhinent, and in fomc refpeets ot terror, even before the appearance of land \ 
fuch as tile variation of the compals, the regularity ot the winds, the water lpont, 
and otlu r ph.cnornena; of the exiftencc ot which they were prcvioufly tmr.p - 
prized. It h in fuch cafes that terror exerts iis power over the mind with uncon. 
troulablc afeendancy ; for rcafon and reflection can furnilh no argument to op- 
pofe to its pro. refs. Cohi'uhus in truth found liimfelf amidft a new creation. 
What, for inflame, could have more ftrongiy excited curiofity than the firfl light 
of that wonderiul Utile animal thcjlying t : .jh ? Who would have believed that tin; 
nativ es of the deep had power to quit their watery element, and fly aloft with the 
birds of the air! It was an .-era of miracles, and confidcring the propenfity of 
mankind to magnify what truly is ftrangc, the modefty difplayed by Columbus in 
Ipeakin , of hh eiitcrpriihs and difcovcrict, and the ftiict adherence to truth which 
he appears on all occ.ifions to have manifelled, form a very diftinguifticd feature 
in his charaek-r. In general the travellers of thofe days not only reported won¬ 
derful 
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Nor did tbefe promifmg territories difappoint expedition 
on a nearer fearch* and more accurate infpedion. Columbus, 
whole veracity has never been lufpeded, (peaks of their beauty 
and fertility in terms of tlie highelt admiration : “ There is a 
“ river (he obferves in one of his letters to King Ferdinand 
“ written from Cuba) which di(charges itfelf into the harbour 
“ that I hav • named Porto Santo, of l'uflicicnt depth to be navi- 
“ gable. I bad the curioiity to found it, and found eight fa- 
“ thorn. Yet the water is lb limpid, that I can eaiily difeern 
“ the land at the bottom. The banks ot this river are cmbcl- 
“ lilhed with lofty palm-trees, whole (hade gives a delicious 
“ irelhnels to the air; and the birds and the dowers are un- 
“ common and beautiful. I was fo delighted with the fccne, 
“ that I bad almoll come to the relolution of flavin a here the 

- O 

<£ remainder of my days ; for believe me. Sire, thei'e countries 
,£ far furpals all the roll of the world in pbafure and convcni- 
" cncy ; and l ha', e frequently ohferved to my people, that, 
,, with all my endeavour-., to convey to your Majelfy an ade- 


Jeiitil tilings which n r vcr cxiltcJ, but In me times even io.illy believed what they 
i. jjiiitcd. in i i?. ('’Im IVnco ; lv ’ a h, ... ni (-{ d,d irn'twu g-.^ wo e.rc 

inhumed hv llu'ivin; a- lu.d’y t• <o!c a e *.» I '..a '.t r tit • pinpoh. t-f kakk.; 

in the R’n.r which lie had k „•! t. Id .• h k. ,. .} would n it-.-re him to 

■.on'h, like the cauldron <>; Medea. h v.e l.va . i t’n - v c ’u:it\ <>;' -Jus old in:::. 


our own learned count; \ r-- in Sir \\ . k ■; i? 

d. : .;h, who fix - 

in the hillory of his \ .'v i<» ( i ni, tv, 

: n account of a 

I'i'i; 1 1 , (,"1,1 i , : / ; 

- r,,-:Ur,. 

I'.ed protend tint lie had ie, n o.nvnt t.\ : ; : :v; 

v ;n ojile hint- 

ivha.t lie had he ard from others v. oh a ■ r. v if, 

and ldleir.nity 

he leiionHy believed their t.viiKr.ee. bee 

lii-. .amount or 

i Collcelion, vol. in 
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BOOK " quate idea of the charming obje&s which continually prefent 
I. “ themfelves to our view, the defcnption wifl lull greatly lliort 
^ “ of the reality.” 

How ill informed, or prejudiced, arc thole writers, there¬ 
fore, who, afiedting to dilbelievc, or endeavouring to palliate, 
the enormities of the Spanilh invaders, represent thele once de¬ 
lightful fpots, when iirfl difeovered by Columbus, to have 
been fo many impenetrable and unhealthy deforts ! It is true, 
that after the Spaniards, in the courfe of a few bloody years, had 
exterminated the ancient and rightful pOiTdfors, the earth, 
left to its own natural fertility, beneath the influence of a tro¬ 
pical fun, teemed with noxious vegetation. Then, indeed, 
the faireft of the iflands became fo many frightful folitudes; 
impervious and unwholefomc. Such was the condition of 
Jamaica when wrefted from the Spanilh Crown in 1655, and 
luch is the condition of great part of Cuba and Porto Rico at 
this day; for the infinitely wife and benevolent Governor of 
the univerfe, to compel the exertion of thofe faculties which 
he has given us, has ordained, that by human cultivation alone, 
the earth becomes the proper habitation of man (mj . 

(m) Dr. Lind, in his “ Effay on the Difeafes of Hot Climates,” has preforved 
an extradt from the Journal of an Officer who failed up a river on the coaft of (! ui- 
nca, which affords a ffriking illuffr..tion of this remark: “ We were (fays the 
“ Officer) thirty miles diftant from thefea, in a country altogether uncultivated, 
“ overflowed with water—furrounded with thick impenetrable woods, and over- 
<c run with lli.ne. The air was fo vitiated, noifome and thick, that our torches and 
‘ c candles burnt dim , andfeemed ready to be extinguijkcd j and even the human voice 
“ hjl its natural tone." Part I. p. 64, 

§ 
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But as the Weft Indian Elands in their ancient (late were 
nut without culture, fo neither were they generally noxious to 
health. The plains or lavannas were regularly lov/n, twice in 
the year, with that fpecies of grain which is now well known 
in Europe by the name of Turkey Wheat. It was called by the 
Indians Mahez, or Maize, a name it dill bears in all the Blands, 
and does not require very laborious cultivation. This however 
conditilted but a part only, and not the mod confderuble part, 
of the vegetable food of the natives. As thefc countries were 
at the fame time extremely populous, both the hills and the 
vallies (of the fmaller i(lands especially) were neceffirily cleared 
of underwood, and the trees which remained afforded a (hade 
that was cool, airy, and delicious. Of thefe, l'omc, as the 
papaw and the palmeto f nJ, are, without doubt, the mod grace¬ 
ful of all the vegetable creation. Others continue to bud, 
bloffom, and bear fruit throughout the year. Nor is it unde- 
ferving notice, that the foliage of the mod part fpringing only 
from the fummit of the trunk, and thence expanding into 
wide-fpreading branches, clofely but elegantly arranged, every 
grove is an affemhlage of majedic columns, fupporting a ver¬ 
dant canopy, and excluding the fun, without impeding the cir¬ 
culation of the air. Thus the fffule, at all times impervious 
to the blaze, and refreshed by the diurnal breeze, affords, not 

(n) The fpccies here meant (for there arc fever.;!} is the pahncto-royal, or 
mountain-cabbage. Ligon mentions feme, at the fir it tettlement of Barbadoes, 
about 2C0 feet in height; but Mr. Hughes obferves, that the higheft in his time, 
in that illantl, was 134 feet. 1 am inclined to believe, that i have feen them in 
Jamaica upwards of 150 feet in height; but it is impoflible to fpeak with cer¬ 
tainty without an a&ual mealurement. 

merely 
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BOOK merely a refuge from occaiional inconvcniency, but a moll 

I* wholefome and delightful retreat and habitation. 

v-—-- - 

Such were thefe orchards of the Sun, aud woods of ['eren- 
nial verdure ; of a growth unknown to the frigid clime and 
lets vigorous foil of Europe; for what is the oak compared to 
the cedar ortnahogany, of each of which the trunk frequently 
meafures from eighty to ninety feet from tire bate to the 
limbs? What European fore ft has ever given birth to a Item 
equal to that of the ceiba (o), which alone, limply rendered 
concave, has been known to produce a boat capable of con¬ 
taining one hundred perfons ? or the ftill greater fig, the love- 
reign of the vegetable creation,—itfelf a forelt (p J ? 

(o) The wild cotton tree. 

(pj This monarch of the woods, whofe empire extends over Afia and Africa, 
as well as the tropical parts of America, is deferibed by our divine Poet with 
jjreat exa&ncfs: 

The fig-tree, not that, kind for fruit rcnown’d, 

But luch as at this day to Indians known 
In Malabar and Dccan, fpreads her arm*, 

Branching fo broad and long, that in the ground 
The bearded twigs take root, and daughters grow 
Above the mother tree, a pillar'd jhacle , 

High over-arch’d, and echoing walki between ! 

Paradile Loft, Book IX. 

It is called in the Eaft Indies the banyan-tree. Mr. Marfden gives the following 
Account of the dimen lions of one, near Manjee, twenty miles weft of Patna in 
Bengal: Diameter, 363 to 375 feet; circumference of the fhadow at noon, 1116 
feet; circumference of the fcvcral ftems, in number fifty or ilxty, 921 fee.. 
HI ft. Sumatra, p. 131. 
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The majeftic fcenery of thefe gigantic groves was at the c H A p. 
fame time enlivened by the lingular forms of fome, and the I- 
furprifing beauty of others of the inferior animals which pof- 
fdfed and peopled them. Although thefe will be more fully 
defcribed in the fequel, a few obfervations which at prefent 
occur to me, will, I hope, be forgiven. If it be true, as it 
hath been aflerted, that in moft of the regions of the torrid 
zone the heat of the fun is, as it were, reflected in the untame - 
able fiercenefs of their wild beads, and in the exalted rage 
and venom of the numerous ferpents with which they are in- 
fefted, the Sovereign Difpofer of all things has regarded the 
Iflands of the Weft Indies with peculiar favour; inafmuch as 
their ferpents are wholly deftitute of poifon (q)> and they pof- 

fefs 

{q) I fay this on the authority of Brown, Charlevoix, and Hughes (of whom 
the fir ft compiled the Hiftory of Jamaica, the fecond that of Hif'paniob, and the 
laft of Barbadoes)—on the teftimony of many gentlemen who have refilled in fe- 
vcral of the Windward Iflands—-and on my own experience during a refidenee of 
eighteen years in Jamaica. In that time I neither knew nor heard of any perfon 
being hurt from the bite of any one fpecies of the numerous (hakes or lizards 
known in that ifland. Some of the (hakes I have mylelf handled with perfedt 
fecurity. I conclude, therefore, (notwithftanding the contrary aflertion of Du 
Tertrc refpc&ing Martinico and St. Lucia) that all the Iflands are providentially 
exempted from this evil. Neverthelefs it muft he admitted, that the circum- 
ftancc is extraordinary; inafmuch as every part of the continent of America, 
but efpfccially thole provinces which lie under the Equator, abound in a high de¬ 
gree with ferpents, whofe bite is mortal.——Mr. Bancroft, in his Account of 
Guiana, gives a dreadful lift of futh as are found in that extenfive country; and, 
in fpcaking of one, of a fpecies which he calls the fmall labarra , makes mention 
of a negro who was unfortunately bit by it in the finger. The negro had but 
juft time to kill the fuake, when his limbs became unable to fupport him, and he 

VOL. I. D fell 
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BOOK fefs no animal of prey, to defolate their vallies. The croco- 
!• dile, or alligator, is indeed fometimes difeovered on the banks 
of their rivers; but notwithftanding all that has been faid of 
its fierce and favage difpofition, I pronounce it, from my own 
knowledge, a cautious and timid creature, avoiding, with the 
uttnoft precipitation, the approach of man. The reft of the 
lizard kind are perfectly innocent and inoffenfive. Some of 
them are even fond of human fociety. They embcllifti our 
walks by their beauty, and court our attention by gentlenefs 
and frolic; but their kindnefs, I know not why, is returned by 
averlion and diiguft. Anciently the woods of almoft all the 
equatorial parts of America abounded with various tribes of 
the fmaller monkey; a fportive and fagacious little creature, 
which the people of Europe feem likewife to have regarded 
with unmerited deteftation ; for they hunted them down with 
fuch barbarous affiduity, that in feveral of the iflands every fpc- 
cies of them has been long fince exterminated. Of the feathered 

fell to the ground, and expired in lefs than five minutes.*—Dr. Dancer, in his 
Hiftory of the Expedition from Jamaica to Fort Juan on the Lake of Nicaragua, 
in 178c, which he attended as phyfician, relates the following circurnftancc: A 
fnake hanging from the bough of a tree bit one of the foldiers, as he pafl'cd along, 
juft under the orbit of the left eye; fiom whence the poor man felt fuch intenfe 
pain, that he was unable to proceed: and when a meftenger was fent to him a 
few hours afterwards, he was found dead, with all the fymptoms of putrefaction, 
a yellownefs and fwelling over his whole body; and the eye near to which iie was 
bitten, wholly diflolvcd. This circumftance was confirmed to me by Colonel 
Kemble, who commanded in chief on that expedition. It may not be ufelefs 
to add, that thofe ferpents which are venomous are fumifhed with fangs fome- 
what refembling the tufks of a boarthey are moveable, and inferted in the up¬ 
per jaw. 
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nice too, many tribes have now nearly defer ted thofe (bores e H A r. 
where polilhed man delights in lpreading univerfal and capri- f 
ciuus definition. Among thefe, one of the mod; remarkable ' "" 
was die flamingo, an elegant and princely bird, as large as the 
fwan, and arrayed in plumage of the brighted fcarlet. Nume¬ 
rous, however, are the feathered kinds, defervedly diftinguifh- 
cd by their fplendour and beauty, that dill animate thefe fylvan 
recedes. The parrot, and its various aflinities, from the mac- 
caw to the perroquet, fomc of them not larger than a fparrow, 
are too well known to require defeription. Thefe are a9 plen¬ 
tiful in the larger iilands of the Wed Indies as the rook is in 
Europe. But the boad of American groves is doubtlels the 
colibry, or humming bird; of the brilliance of vvhofe plumage 
no combination of words, nor tints of the pencil, can convey 
an adequate idea. The coniummatc green of the emerald, 
the rich purple of the amethyd, and the vivid flame of the 
ruby, all happily blended and enveloped beneath a transparent 
veil of waving gold, are diflinguifliable in every fpecies, but 
differently arranged and apportioned in each. Nor is the mi- 
nutenefs of its form lefs the object of admiration, than the luf- 
tre of its plumage ; the fmalled fpecies not exceeding the fizc 
of a beetle, and appearing the link which conned.s the bird 
and infect creation. 

It has been obferved, however, that although nature is pro- 
fufc of ornament to the birds of the torrid zone, ihe has be¬ 
llowed for greater powers of melody on thole of Europe; and 
the obfervation is partly true. That prodigality and variety of 
mulic which in the vernal lcafon enlivens the Britilh groves, 

D 2 is* 
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IK) O K is certainly unknown to the fhades of the tropical regions; yet 
are not thele altogether filent or inharmonious. The note of 
the mock-bird is defervedly celebrated, while the hum of my¬ 
riads of bufy infers, and the plaintive melody of the in nume¬ 
raire variety of doves abounding in thefe climates, form a con¬ 
cert, which, if it lerve not to awaken the fancy, contributes at 
leaft to footh the affedions, and, like the murmuring of a rivu¬ 
let, gives harmony to repofe. 

Mountains. But, refigning to the naturalift the talk of minutely de¬ 
ferring the fplendid aerial tribes of thefe regions, whole va¬ 
riety is not lets remarkable than their beauty, I now return 
'from thefe, the fmalleft and mod pleafing forms of adive life, 
to the largeft and mod awful objeds of inanimate nature. The 
tranfition is abrupt; but it is in the magnitude, extent, and 
elevation of the mountains of the New World, that the Al¬ 
mighty has moll llrikingly manifested the wonders of his om¬ 
nipotence. Thofe of South America are fuppofed to be nearly 
twice the height of the higheft in the ancient hemifphere, and, 
even under the equator, have their tops involved in everlalling 
liiow. To thofe maftive piles, the loftieft fummits of the mod 
elevated of the Weft Indian Iflands cannot indeed be com¬ 
pared ; but fome of thefe rife, neverthelefs, in amazing gran¬ 
deur, and are among the firft objeds that fix the attention of 
the voyager. The mountains of Hifpaniola in particular, 
whofe wavy ridges are deferied fropi fea at the diftancc of 
thirty leagues, towering far above the clouds in fttipendous 
magnificence, and the blue mountains of Jamaica, have never 
yet, that I haye heard, been fully explored. Neither curi- 

ofi ty 
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ofity nor avarice has hitherto ventured to invade the topmoft c H A P. 
of thofe lofty reru ns. In fuch of them as are acceflible, na- !• 
ture is found to have put on the appearance of a new crea- ' “ 

tion. As the climate changes, the trees, the birds, and the 
infeeds are fecn alto to differ from thofe which are met with 
below. To an unaccuflomed fpcduitor, looking down from 
thofe heights, the whole lcene appears like enchantment. The 
firit objc<d which catches the eye at the dawn of day, is a vaLt 
expanfc of vapour, cove : ng the whole face of the vallies. Its 
boundaries being perfectly diftindl, and vilibly circumfcribed, 
it has the exadt relcmhlance of an immenfe body of water, 
while the mountains appear like fo many iflands in the midft 
of a beautiful Like. As the fun increafes in force, the profpedt 
varies: the incumbent vapours fly upward, and melt into air; 
difeloling all the beauties of nature, and the triumphs of in- 
dultry. heightened and embtllifhed by the full blaze of a tro¬ 
pical fun. in the equatorial feafon, lcencs of dill greater 
magmik'Lr . f requently prelent themlclves; for, while all is 
calm and kreue in the higher regions, the clouds are fecn be¬ 
low fweeping along the tides ol the mountains in vaft bodies j 
till, growing more ponderous by accumulation, they fall at 
length in torrents of water on the plains. The found of the 
temped is didindtly heard by the f’pectator above; the diltant 
lightening is fecn to irradiate the gi« .un; while the thunder, 
reverberated in a thouland echoes, rolls far beneath his feet. 

But lofty as the tropical mountains generally are, it is Reflcdiom, 
•wonderfully true, that all the known parts of their fummits 
furnifli incorAcllible evidence that the lea had once dominion 


over 



±2 HISTORY OF THE 

BOOK over them. Even their appearance at a diftance affords ail 
I* argument in fupport of this conclution. Their ridges re- 

icmble billows, and their various inequalities, inflexions, and 
convexities, feem juftly afcribable to the fluctuations of the 
deep. As in other countries too, marine {hells are found in 
great abundance in various parts of thefe heights. I have feen 
on a mountain in the interior parts of Jamaica petrified oylters 
dug up, which perfectly refembled, in the molt minute circum- 
ftances, the large oyflers of the weltern coaft of England ; a 
fpecies not to be found at this time, I believe, in the leas of the 
Weft Indies. Here, then, is an ample field for conjecture to ex¬ 
patiate in j and indeed few fubjeCts have afforded greater excrcile 
to the pens of phylical writers, than the appearances I have 
mentioned. While fome philofophers aflign the origin of all 
the various inequalities of the earth to the ravages of the de¬ 
luge, others, confidering the mountains as the parents of fp rings 
and rivers, maintain that they are coeval with the world ; and 
that, firft emerging from the abyfs, they were created with it. 
Some again aferibe them to the force of volcanoes and earth¬ 
quakes : “ the Almighty,” fay they, “ while he permits fub- 
terrancan fires to fwrdlow up cities and plains in one part of 
the globe, caufes them to produce promontories and illands in 
another, which afterwards become the fruitful leats of induftry 
and happinefs (rJ, 

A l l thefe and other theorifts concur, however, in the belief 

« 

that the lurface of the globe has undergone many furpriling 
and violent convulfions and changes linee it firft came from 
( r) Goldfmi til’s Hiftory of the Earth, &c. vol. i. 
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the hands of the Creator. Hills have funk into plains, and CHAP, 
vallies have been exalted into hills. Refpedting the numerous *• 
iflands of the Weft Indies, they are generally conftdered as the 
tops of lofty mountains, the eminences of a great continent, 
converted into iflands by a tremendous concuflion of nature, 
which, increafing the natural courfe of the ocean from Eaft to 
Weft, has laid a vaft extent of level country under water fj). 

But notwithftanding all that has been written on this 
fubjed:, very little feems to be known. The advocates of this 
fyftem do not fufliciently conflder, that the fca could not have 
covered fo great a portion of land on one lidc of the globe, 
without leaving an immenfe fpace as fuddenly dry on the 
other. We have no record in hiftory of fo mighty a revolu¬ 
tion, nor indeed are many of the premifes on which tills hy¬ 
po thefts is built, eftablilhed in truth. 

Perhaps, inftead of confidering thefe iflands as the frag¬ 
ments of a defolated continent, we ought rather to regard them 
as the rudiments of a new one. It is extremely probable, that 
many of them, even now, are but beginning to emerge from 
the bofbm of the deep. Mr. Bufton has lhewn, by incontro¬ 
vertible evidence, that the bottom of flic lea bears an exad rc- 
femblance to the land which we inhabit; confiding, like the 
earth, of hills and vallies, plains and hollows, rocks, lands and 
foils of every confiftence and fjpecies. To the motion of the 
waves, and the fediments which they have depofited, he im¬ 
putes too, with great probability, the regular pofitions of the 

(!) See L’Abbe Raynal, L’Abbe Pluche, and ethers. 
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BOOK various ft rata or layers which compofe the upper parts of the 
b earth; and he fhews that this arrangement cannot hav. been 
the effect of a ludden revolution, but of caufes flow, gr.Hu-iI, 
and luccedive in their operations. T< the flow of tide . ' ■ J 
rivers, depofiting materials which have Veen. accumulating ce .- 
fmee the creation, and the various fluctuations of die deep 
operating thereon, he atcribes, the-ei v. . mod: of thofe in¬ 
equalities in the prefent appeal <4^ globe which in 

fome parts embelifh, and in othcino lU.r limited view at 
lead) deface it. 

Pursuing this train of thought, we mov he led perhaps 
to confider many of the mod terrifying appe irance; of nature, 
as neceffary and propitious in the formation and lupoort of the 
fydem of the world ; and to trace even in volcanoes and 
earthquakes (of which mod of thefe illands bear evident me¬ 
morials) the dupendous agency of divine providence, em¬ 
ployed, ns mankind increafe in numbers, m railing up from 
the bottom of the deep new portions of land lor their habita¬ 
tions and comfort. 

These confiderations are founded in piety, and feem con- 
fonant to reafon ; and although in contemplating the tremen¬ 
dous phenomena which the mountains of South America, 
beyond all other parts of the globe, prefent to our notice (t ), 

(t) “ Of all parts of the earth America ir. the plan; where the dreadful irregu¬ 
lar .tie'-, of iutu;c are the moft confpn uous. Vcfi.vius, and Etna itfelf, are but 
mere fireworks in comparifon to the turning rrv. obtains of the Andes, which, as 
they arc t sc higheft mountains in the'world, fo alfo <ue they the moft formidable 
for their eruptions.”——Goldlmith's Hiftory of the Earth, &c. vol. i. p.99. 

and 




WEST INDIES. 


and reflecting on the devastations which they Spread, human CHAP, 
rcafon will Sometimes find itfelf perplexed and difmayed, may I* 
we not by analogy conclude, that the Almighty, uniform in ~~ L 
his purpofes, is equally wife and benevolent in all his difpen- 
fitions, though the fcale on which he aCts is Sometimes too 
large for the Span of our confined and feeble comprehension ? 

They who feem beft qualified to contemplate the works of the 
Peity, will nioft readily acknowledge that it is not for man to 
unfold the page of Omnipotence ! Happy if to confcious 
ignorance we add humble adoration ! 


VOL. I. 
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c H A P. II. 

Of tht' Char As, or ancient Inhabitants of the Wind-ward Ijiands. 

Origin. Difficulties attending an accurate iuvejligathn of 
their channelcr. Such particulars related as are leajl dijpitted , 
concerning their manners and diffpoffitions, perjons and d^mff'f. 
habits, education off their children, arts, man riff a til ares and go¬ 
vernment, religions rites, funeral ceremonies, &c.—done refflec¬ 
tions drawn ffrom the whole. 

H AVING thus given an account of the climate and fea- 
fons, and endeavoured to convey to the reader tome 
iaint idea of the beauty and magnificence with which the 
hand of Nature arrayed the fur face of thefe numerous Elands, 
I lhall now proceed to enquire after thofe inhabitants to whole 
fupport and conveniency they were chiefly found l'ublcrviuit, 
when they firll came to the knowledge of Europe. 

It hath been oblerved in the preceding chapter that Co¬ 
lumbus, on his firft arrival at Ililpaniola, received information 
of a barbarous and warlike people, a nation of Cannibals, who 
frequently made depredations on that, and the neighbouring 
Illands. They were called Caribbees, or Charaibes, and were 
reprefented as coming from the Eaft. Columbus, in his lc- 
cond voyage, difeovered that they were the inhabitants of 
the Windward Illands. 


The 
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•Tii e great difference in language and character between thefe Chap. 
favages and the inhabitants of Cuba, Ilifpaniola, Jamaica, and II. 
Porto-Rico, hath given birth to an opinion that their origin 
ulfo, was different. Of this there feems indeed to be but little 
doubt; but the queflion from whence each clafs of Illands was 
hril peopled, is of more difficult folution. Rochefort, who 
published his account of the Antilles in 1658, pronounces the 
Charaibes to have been originally a nation of Florida, in North 
America.—-lie fuppclcs that a colony of the Apalachian 
Indians having been driven from that continent, arrived at the 
W indward Illands, and exterminating the ancient male inhabi¬ 
tants, took poffeffion of their lands, and their women. Of the 
larger illands he prefumes that the natural llrength, extent 
and population affording fccurity to the natives, thefe happily 
clcaped the deftrudtion which overtook their unfortunate neigh¬ 
bours ; and thus arofc the didindlion obfervable between the 
;eh..bitants of the larger and fmaller illands faj. 

i 

Fo this account of the origin of the Infular Charaibes, the 
generality ot hillorians have given their allent j but there are 
lu ubts attending it that are not eafily Rived. If they migrated 
Ivoi 1 Florida, the imperfed .date and natural courfe ot their 
navigation, induce a belief that traces of them would have 
been found 011 thofe illands which are near to the Florida 
Shore; yet the natives of the Bahamas, when dilcovered by 
Columbus, were evidently a ftmilar people to thole of Ilif- 

(ci) Iv.jclu-fort Hilloire ties lilcs Antilles, liv. ii. c. vii. See alii), P. I.abat 
nouveau Voy.ce aux Ilks tie L’Ameriquc, tom. tv. c. xv. 
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paniola (bJ. Befides, it is fufRciently known that there 
exifted anciently many numerous and powerful tribes of Cha- 
raibes, on the Southern Peninfula, extending fr. m the river 
Oronoko to Eflequebe, and thioughout the \vh e pro*\iice 
cf Surinam, even to Brafil; feme of which ft ill uita!n the;r 
independency. It was with one of thofe tribes thru our erve- 
tryman Sir Walter Raleigh formed an alliance, when that cv n 
mander made his romantic expedition to the coaft of Guiana 
in 1595 (c) > and by him we are allured that the Charaibes 
of that part of the Continent, fpoke the language of Do¬ 
minica fdj. I incline therefore to the opinion of Martyr f\) t 
and conclude that the iHanders were rather a Colony from the 
Charaibes of South America, than from any nation of the 
North. Rochefort admits that their own traditions referred 
conftantly to Guiana (f). It does not appear that they enter¬ 
tained the moft remote idea of a Northern anceftrv. 

y 

It maybe thought, perhaps, that the Continental Charaibes, 
were themfelves emigrants from the Northern to the Southern 
Peninfula : but, without attempting to controvert the poJition, 
to which recent difeoveries feem indeed to have given a full 
confirmation, namely, that the Afiatic Continent firft fur- 

(b) Herrera, lib. ix. chap. ii. (c) Bancroft's Hiftory of Guiana, p. 259. 

(d) Hakluyt, vol. iii. p. 668 . (e) P. Martyr, Decad. 2. lib. i. 

(f) Rochefort, liv. ii. c. vii. See alfo, Note 94 to Dr. Rohertfon’s Hi (lory 
of America. The people called G alibis, mentioned by Dr. R. are the Charaibes 
of the Continent, the term Galibis or Calibis (as it is written by Du Tcrtre) 
being, as I conceive, corrupted from Caribbee. Vide Lafitau, tom. i. p. 297. 
*uk! Du Tertre, tom. ii. p. 360. 
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nifhed inhabitants to the contiguous North-Weftern parts of c H A P. 
America, I conceive the Charaibes to have been a diftintt race, H. 
widely differing from all the Nations of the New Hemifphere ; ' 
and I am even inclined to adopt the opinion of I lornius and other 
writers, who afcribe to them an oriental ancefliy from acrofs 
the Atlantic (g). 

Enquiries however into the origin of a remote and unlettered 
race, can be profecuted with fuccefs only by comparing their 
ancient manners, laws, language, and religious ceremonies with 
thofe of other nations. Unfortunately, in all or moil of thofe 
particulars refpedting the Charaibes, our knowledge is limited 
within a narrow circle. Of a people engaged in perpetual 
warfare, hunted from iiland to ifland by revenge and rapacity, 
few opportunities could have offered, even to thofe who might 
have been qualified for fuch refearches, of inveftigating the 
natural difpofitions and habitual cufloms with minuteneis and 
preciiion. Neither indeed could a juft eftimate have been 
formed of their national character, from the manners of fuch 
of them as were at length fubjugated to the European yoke j 
for they loft, together with their freedom, many of their original 
charadtcrifticks ; and at lall even the defire of acting from the 
impulfe of their own minds. We difeern, fays Rochefort (h), 
a wonderful change in the difpofitions and habits of the 
Charaibes. In fome refpe&s we have enlightened, in others (to 

• 

(g) Some arguments in fupport of this opinion are fubjoined in the Appendix 
to Book 1 . 

(h) Rochefort, liv. ii. ch. ix. p. 436. 
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}OK our flijurte be it fpoken) \Ve have corrupted them. An old, 
T. Charaibe thus add re lied one of our planters on this fubjeCt 
= ” v 1 “ Our people, he complained, are become almoft as had as 

“ yours.—We are fo much altered lince you came among us, 
“ that we hardly know ourfelves, and vve think it is owing to 
“ fo melancholy a change, that hurricanes are more frequent 
“ than they were formerly. It is the evil fpirit who has done 
“ all this,—who has taken our belt lands from us, and given 
** us up to the dominion of the Chriftians (i)* % 

My prefent invetligation muff therefore be ncceffimly de¬ 
fective. Neverthelefs, by feleCting and combining fuch memo¬ 
rials as are leafl controverted, I fhall hope to exhibit a few 
ftriking particulars in the character of this ill-fated people, 
which, if I miftakc not, will lead to fome important concluiions 
in the ftudy of human nature. 

Their fierce fpirit and warlike difpofition have already been 
mentioned. Hiftorians have not failed to notice thefe, among 

(i) This extract from Rochefort is furely a fufficient anfwcr to the obferva¬ 
rious of Monf. de Chanvalon, who wrote fo late as 1751, and, judging of all 
the Charaibes from the few with whom he had any communication, reprefents 
them as not poflefling any fagacity or forefight beyond mere animal inftin£t. 
He makes no allowance for their degradation in a ftate of captivity and fervi- 
tudu, although in another part of his book, fpeaking of the African blacks in 
the Weft Indies, he dwells ftrongly on this circuinftance refpedding the latter. 

“ Peut on connoitre (he obferves) le vrai genie d'un pcuplc opprime, qui voit 
“ fans celle les chatimens Icves fur fa tete, et la violence toujours prete a ctre 
“ foutenue par la politique et la furete publique ? Peut on juger de la valeur, 

“ quand elle eft. enchainee, ct fans armes Voyage a la Martinique, p. 58. 

i the 
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the moft diftinguiUiiible of their qualities (k). —Rcftlefs, enter- c H A p. 
prizing and ardent, it would feem they confidered war as the H. 
chief end of their creation, and the re if of the human race as 1 ' 

their natural prey; for they devoured without remorfe 'the 
bodies of fuch of their enemies (the men at lead) ns fell into 
their hands.—This cuftom is fo repugnant to our feelings, that 
for a century pad, until the late difcoverics of a dmilar pradtice 
in the countries of the Pacidck Ocean, the philofophers of 
Europe had boldly impeached the veracity of the mod eminent 
ancient voyagers who had fird recorded the exidence of it. 

Even Labat, who redded in the Wed Indies at a period when 
fome of the Elands dill remained in pofleflion of the Charaibes, 
declares it to be his opinion that indances of this abominable 
pradlice among them, were at all times extremely rare;—the 
effect only of a fudden impulfe of revenge ariling from extra¬ 
ordinary and unprovoked injury; but that they ever made 
premeditated excurfions to the larger iflands for the purpofe 


(k) Dr. Robertfon, in note 93 to the firft vol. of his Hiftory of America, 
quotes from a MS. Hiftory of Ferdinand and Rubella, written by Andrew 
Bcrnaldcs, the cotemporary and friend of Columbus, the foliowing inllance 
ot the bravery of the- Charaibes. “ A canoe with fopr men, two women, and 
“ a boy, unexpectedly fell in with Columbus’s fleet. A Spanifh haik with 25 
M mm was fent to take them, and the fleet in tin mean time cut oft their 
“ eommuiueation with the there. Jnilcad of gi\ mg way to Jefp.ur, the 
“ Charaibes feixed their arms whth undaunted refoiution, and began the 
“ attack, wounding fevcral of the Spaniards although they had targets as well 
“ as other defenfivc armour, and even after the canoe was owner, it was with 
“ no little difficulty and danger that fome of them were fecured, as they con- 
“ tinued to defend themfelves, and to ufc their bows with great dexterity while 
u fwiinining in the if a.” lkrrera has recorded the fame anecdote. 

4 >f 
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BOOK devouring any of the inhabitants, or of feizing them to be 
I. eaten at a future time, he very confidently denies (/). 

i« ym J 

Nevertheless there r is no circumftancc in the hillory of 
mankind better attefted than the univerfal prevalence of thefe 
practices among them. Columbus was not only informed of 
it by the natives of Hifpaniola, as I have already related, but 
having landed himlelf at Guadaloupe on its firfl dil'covery (m), 
he beheld in feveral cottages the head and limbs of the hu¬ 
man body recently feparated, and evidently kept for occafional 
repafls. He releafed, at the fame time, feveral of the na¬ 
tives of Porto Rico, who, having been brought captives from 
thence, were referved as vi&ims for the fame horrid pur- 
pole (n). 

Thus far it mull be confelled, the difpofition of the Cha- 
raibes leaves no very favourable imprelhon on the mind of the 
reader; by whom it is probable they will be confidered rather 
as beafts of prey, than as human beings j and he will think, 
perhaps, that it was nearly as juftifiable to exterminate them 
from the earth, as it would be to deftroy the fierceft monfters 
of the wildernefs; fince they who Ihew no mercy, are entitled 
to no pity.— 


(’) Labat. tom. iv. p. 322. (m) November 4, 1493. 

(») F. Columbus, cap. xlvi. Peter Martyr, Decad. I. lib. ii. Herrera, 
lib. ii. cap. vii. See alfo Bancroft’s Hiftory of Guiana, p. 259, who is of 
opinion, that no other tribe of Indians in Guiana eat human flclh but the Cha- 
raibes. Amongft thefe, the proof that this pra&ice ftiU fubfifts is inconteftible. 

But 
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But among themfelves they were peaceable, and towards 
each other faithful, friendly and affectionate (o). They con- 
fidered all Grangers, indeed, as enemies; and of the people of 
Europe they formed a right eftimation. The antipathy which 
they manifefted towards the unoffending natives of the larger 
iflands appears extraordinary ; but it is faid to have defeended 
to them from their anceftors of Guiana: they confidered thofe 
iflanders as a colony of Arrowauks, a nation of South America, 
with whom the Charaibes of that continent are continually at 
war fpj. We can afiign no caufe for fuch hereditary and irre- 
concileable hoflility.—The cuflom of eating the bodies of thole 
they had (lain in battle excites our abhorrence, yet it may be 
doubted whether this abhorrence docs not arife as much from 
the bias of our education, as from the fpontaneous and original 
dictates of our nature. It is allowed that with regard to the? 
people of Europe, whenever any of them had acquired their 
confidence, it was given without referve. Their friendlhip 
was as warm as their enmity was implacable. The Charaibo* 
of Guiana ft ill fondly cherith the tradition of Raleigh’s alli¬ 
ance, and to this day preferve the Englifh colours which he 
left with them at parting (q). 

Of the loftinefs of their fentiments and their abhorrence of 
flavery, a writer, not very partial toward; them, gives the fol¬ 
lowing illuflration : " There is not a nation on earth (fays 
“ Labat) (r) more jealous of their independency than the 
“ Charaibes. They are impatient under the lead infringe- 

(o) Rochefort, liv. ii. cap. xi. Du Tcrtre, tom. ii, p. 359. 

([>) Ro.hefort, liv. ii. chap. x. p. 449. (•/) Bancroft, p. ^59. 

(r) Labat, tom. iv. p. 319, 

Vol. I. F 
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13 OO K. “ mcnt of it; and when, at any time, they are witnelfes to the 
h <£ relpeft and deference which the natives of Europe oblervv to- 
“ wards their l'nperiors, they defpiic us as abject (laves; wonder- 
“ inghow any man can be fo bale as to crouch before hi.- equal.” 
Rochefort, who confirms this account, relates alio that when 
kidnapped and carried from their native iilands into ilavcrv, 
as they frequently were, the mifeiable captives common! v funk 
under alenie of their condition, and finding rclilh.nce or ei'eape 
hopclefs, fought refuge in death from the calamities of it (sj. 


To this principle of confcious equality and native dignity, 
mud be imputed the contempt which they manifclled for the 
inventions and improvements of civilized life. Of our fire¬ 
arms they loon learnt by fatal experience, the liiperiority to 
their own weapons, and thole therefore th y valued: but our 
arts and manufiielures they regarded as we regard the aniule- 
ments and baubles of children -hence the propenlity to theft, 
fo common among other favage nations, was altogether un¬ 
known to the Charaibes. 


Tiie ardour which has been noticed in them fo r military 
enterprize, had a powerful influence on their whole conduct. 
Engaged in continual warfare abroad, they lcldom appeared 
chcarliil at home. Reflections on pad mifearriage, or anxious 
Rhemes of future achievement, feemed to fill up many of their 

(:) k ocher" rt, Jiv. ii. cap. xi. Labat relates that the following fentiment 
pr nwlial a:/. i:g the firit French fcttlcrs in the Windward I Hands : — 
“ di trr.virs un Charaibe , c'eji le battre , et que ck le battre c'ijl k tuer, 

“ F r-'/e/t? u tu tIre tu'c Labat, tom, ii. p. 7j. 

e hours. 
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delerts oi Iceland, maintained but a Kobe.: 
Charaibes (u). Their infenfibiiity tow; 
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much fooncr than colder regions. Tbe pn 
minds was diftinguilivable even in their re 
lb tall as the generality of Europeans, their fr-me \va • rcbinl 
and mufcular j their limbs flexible and adtive, and there wa , a 
penetrating quicknefs, and a wildncfs in their eyes, that teemed 
an emanation from a fierce and martial l'pirit (y). bur, not 
fatisfied with the workmanfhip of nature, they called in the 
afliftancc of art, to make themfelves more formidable.* Tiny 
painted their faces and bodies with arnotto lo extravagantly, 
that it was with difficulty their natural complexion, which was 
nearly that of a Spanith olive, was dilcoverable under the 
furfacc of c rim foil f-z J. However, as this mode of painting 
themlblves was prabtifed by both lexes, perhaps it was at firfl 

(i) DuTertrc, tom. ii. (;:) Roc In lor!, c. \i. (x) Ibid. c. xxii. 

(y) Oviedo, ii!>. iii. This agrees like wile with the Chevalier Pinto’s account 
oi tlic Jnaiilians .in note 42 to vol. i. of Dr. Rebellion's Hiltorv. u At th® 
“ tn il a'peit a Southern American appears to be mild and innocent, but, on 
u a more attentive view, one dii'covcrs in his countenance lbmcthinn wild, 
“ Jilhaiillul ami lulleii.” 

(rj Rochefort, Uv. ii. c. ix. Ilakluyt, vol. iii. p. 539. 

F 2 
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BOOK introduced as a deferfce again ft the venomous infects i'o com- 
I* mon in tropical climates, or poffibly they conftdercd the brilli¬ 
ancy of the colour as highly ornamental; but the men had 
other methods of deforming their pcrfons, which mere pcr- 
verfion of tafte alone, would not, I think, have induced them 
to adopt. They disfigured their cheeks with deep incifions 
and hideous fears, which they ftained with black, and they 
painted white and black circles round their eyes. Some of 
them perforated the cartilage of the noftrils, and inferted the 
bone of tome fifli, a parrot’s feather, or a fragment of tortoife- 
fhell (d ) t —a frightful cuftom, praftifed alio by the natives of 
New Holland (b), and they ftrung together the teeth of fuch 
of their enemies as they had flain in battle, and wore them on 
their legs and arms, as trophies offuccelsful cruelty (cJ. 

To draw the bow with unerring fkill, to wield the club with 
dexterity and ftrength, to fwim with agility and boldnefs, to 
catch filli and to build a cottage, were acquirements of indif- 
penlible neceffity, and the education of their children was well 
l'uitcd to the attainment of them. One method of making 
their boys fkilful, even in infancy, in the exercife of the bow, 
was to fufpend their food on the branch of a tree, compelling 
the hardy urchins to pierce it with their arrows, before they 


(a) Rochefort, liv. ii. c. ix. Purchas, vol. iv. p. 1157. Tertre, tom, ii. 
P* 39 r > 393 - 

(b) Hawkcfworth’s Voyages, vol. iii. p.171. 

(c) GumiJla, tom. i. p. 193. 
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could obtain permiffion to eat (d). But thefe were fubordinate 
objcds:—The Charaibes inftructed their youth, at the lame 
time, in lelfons of patience and fortitude; they endeavoured 
to infpire them with courage in war, and a contempt of danger 
and death;—above all things, to inftil into their minds an here¬ 
ditary hatred, and implacable third: of revenge towards the 
Arrowauks. The m«ans which they adopted for thefe pur- 
pofes were in fome refpedts fuperftitious j in others cruel and 
deteftable. 

As foon as a male child was brought into the world, he was 
fprinkled with fome drops of his father’s blood. The cere¬ 
monies ufed on this occafion were fuliiciently painful to the 
father, but he fubmitted without emotion or complaint; fondly 
believing, that the fame degree of courage which he had him- 
felf difplayed, was by thefe means tranl'mitted to his ion (c). 

(d) See Rochefort, c. xxviii. p. 555, and Gumilla, tom. ii. p. 283. Their 
arrows were commonly poifoned, except when they made their military extur- 
fions by night. On thofe occafions they converted them into indruments of 
dill greater mifebiefj for by arming the points with pledgets of cotton dipt into 
oil, and fet on flame, they fired whole villages of their enemies at a di (lance 
The poifon which they ufed, was a concodtion of noxious gums and vegetable 
juices f, and had the property of being perfectly innocent when received into 
the llomach, but if communicated immediately to the blood, through the 
flighted wound, it was generally mortal. The Indians of Guiana dill prepare 
a finular poiion. It is fuppofed however that i’ugar (pcedily adminiflered in 
large quantities, is an antidote. (Sec Relation Ab regie d'un llya^ r, eV, par 
Alcuf. de la Cor.damine ; and Bancroft’s Hid. of Guiana.) 

* Roclicf'oit, ch. xx. p. 559. | 0 \icd\>, lib. Li. 

(e) Rochefort, liv, ii. c. xxv. p. 552. 

Aai 
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r OOK As the hov grew, he was Toon made familiar with lcenes of 
I- barbarity; he partook of the horrid repafts of his nation, and 
v j j, c W as frequently anointed with the fat of a llalightered Arrow- 
auk ; but he was not allowed to participate in the toils of 
the warrior, and to fharc the-glories of conqucil, until his for¬ 
titude had been brought to the tell. The dawn of manhood 
inhered in the hour of fevere trial. He was now to exchange 
the name he had received in his infancy, for one more found¬ 
ing and fignificant;—a ceremony of high importance in the life 
of a Charaibc, but always accompanied by a feene of ferocious 
feflivity and unnatural cruelty (fj. 

The feverities inflidled on fuch occaiions by the hands of 
fathers on their own children, exhibit a melancholy proof of 
the influence of fupcrftition in fupprefling the moft powerful 
feelings of nature ; but the practice was not without example. 
Plutarch records the prevalence of a fimilar cuflom among 
the Lacedemonians. “ At Sparta,” fays the Hiflorian, “ hoys 
“ arc whipped for a whole day, oftentimes to death, before 
“ the altar of Diana, and there is a wonderful emulation 
“ among them who bell can fuflain the greateft number of 
“ flripes.” Nor did the Charaibe youth, yield in fortitude to 
the Spartan. If the feverities he fuflained extorted the lead 
fytnptom of weaknefs from the young fuflerer, he was di(graced 
for ever; but if he role luperior to pain, and baffled the rage of 
his perfccutors, by perfeverance and ferenity, he received the 

(0 Ro':h*.»ort. ilv, ii. c. yxlii. p. 556. Du Tcrtre, vol. ii. p- 377 * 
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higheft applaufe. He was thenceforth numbered among the CHAP, 
deli aiders oi Ins country, and it was pronounced by his rela- II. 
tions and countrymen, that he Teas now a man like one of them - V J 

Jch es. 

A penance hill more fevere, and torments more excru¬ 
ciating; liripe s, burning and fuffocation, conftitutcd a teft for 
him who alp ire d to the honour of leading forth his country¬ 
men to war (g) } for in times of peace the Charaibcs admitted 
of no lupremacy but that of nature. Having no laws, they 
needed no magiftrates. To their old men indeed they allowed 
fome kind of authority, but it was at belt ill-defined, and mult 
at all times have been infutficient to protect the weak a gain ft 
the llrong—In war, however, experience had taught them 
that fibordination was as requilite as courage ; they therefore 
elected their captains in their general afiemblies with great fo- 
lemnity (hj ; but, as hath been obferved, they put their pre¬ 
tentions to the proof with cireumftanccs of outrageous barba¬ 
rity:—of which the recital however is difgufting, and may well 
be fupprefted. 

If it appears ftrange that where fo little was to be gained by 
preheminence, fo much lhould be endive..! f - obtain it, it mini 
be conlidcred that, in the eftimation id the caiuiidate, the re¬ 
ward was doubtlefs more than adequate to the colt ol the 

• 

(g) Rochefort, liv. ii. cap. xix. p. 519. Purchaf, vol. iv. p. 1262. Gumilhi, 
tom. ii. p. 286. Lafitau, tom. i. p. 297, cl Icq. 

(/>) Rochefort, ch. xxiii. p. 553. 
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BOOK purchale. It liiccefs attended his tneafures, the feaft and the 
h triumph awaited his return. He exchanged his name a fecond 
time ; afliiming in future that of the motl formidable Arrowauk 
that had fallen by his hand (/). He was permitted to appro¬ 
priate to himfelf, as many of the captives as he thought fit, 
and his countrymen prefen ted to his choice the motl beautiful 
of their daughters in reward of his valour (k), 

It was probably this laft mentioned teflimony of public 
efieem and gratitude that gave rife in thefie Ifiands to the in- 
flitution of polygamy, which, as hath been already obfervcd, 
prevailed univerfiilly among them, and ftill prevails among the 
Charaibes of South America (l )an inilitution the more 
cxcufable, as their women, from religious motives, carefully 
avoided the nuptial intercourfe after pregnancy (m). I am 
lorry to add, that the condition of thefe poor creatures was at 
the fame time truly^ wretched. Though frequently be flowed 
as the prize of fucccfsful courage, the wife, thus honourably 
obtained, was loon confidered of as little value as the captive. 
Deficient in thole qualities which alone were eflimable among 
the Charaibes, the females were treated rather as flaves than 
companions. They fuftaincd every fpecies of drudgery: they 
ground the maize, prepared the calliivi, gathered in the cotton 
and wove the hamack (n) - t nor were they allowed even the 

(i) Rochefort, ch. xxiii. p. 553. (k) Rochefort, ch. xxii. p. 546# 

(!) Bancroft, p. 254. 

(m) Rochefort, ch. xxii. p. 548. Du Tertre, tom. ii. p. 374. 

(n) Burch as, vo!. iv. p. 1272. Labat, tom. ii. p. 40. 

privilege 
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privilege of eating in prefence of their hufbands (o) : Under c 
all thefe cruel circumflances, it is not wonderful that they were 
far lefs prolific than the women of Europe (p). But brutality V 
towards their wives was not peculiar to the Charaibes. It has 
prevailed in all ages and countries among the uncivilized part 
of mankind; and the firft vifible proof that a people is emerg¬ 
ing from favage manners, is a difplay of tcndernefs towards the 
female fex (q). 

Per it aps a more intimate knowledge (not now to be ob¬ 
tained) would have foftened many of the fhades which thus 
darken the chara&er of thefe iflanders, and have difcovered 

(o) Labat, tom. ii. p. 15 and 95. (p) Lafitau, tom. I p. 59?. 

(q) Father Jofeph Gumilla, in his account of the nations bordering on the 
Oronoko, relates (tom. i. p. 207. Fr. tranflation) that the Charaibes of the 
Continent punifh their women caught in adultery, Kke the ancient Ilraclites, 

«* by {toning them to death before air aflembly of the popp le;” but I do not find 
this fadt recorded by any other writer; and as it is wldently brought forward 
to fupport the author’s hypothefis that the Americans are originally defcendcd 
from the Jews, I fufpe£t that it is not well founded:—at lead there is no trace 
that fuch a cuftom cxiftcd among the infular Charaibes. Rochefort, ("peaking of 
the latter, obferves, that before they had any intercourfe with the Chriftians they 
had no eftabliftied puni&ment for adultery, becaufe (fays he) “ the crime itfelf 
« was unknown.”—He adds, that when this, with other European vices, was 
introduced among them, the injured hufoand became his own avenger.—Labat’s 
reafoning qn this head is too curious to be omitted : “ II n’y a que Ies femmes 
“ qui foient obligees a l’obeiflance, et dont les hommes foient abfolument Its 
“ maitres. Ils portent cette fuperiorite jufqu’ a 1’exccs, et les tuent pour des fu- 

jets tres legers. Un foup^on d’infidelite, bicn ou mal fonde, fuffit, fans autre 
“ formalite, pour les mettre en droit de leur cafler la tete. Cela tjl un pen fauvage 
“ a la vend ; mail ce'Jl un frein bien prepre pout ntenir les femmes dans leur de~ 

* voir." Tom. iv. p. 327. 

Vql. I. G fome 
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BOOK lome latent properties in their principles and conduct, tending 
I. to leffen, though not wholly to remove, the difguft we natural- 
~ ~ J ly feel in beholding human nature fo debafed and degraded ; but 
of many particulars, wherein curiofity would defire to be gra¬ 
tified, we have no account. We know but little, for inftance, 
concerning their domeftic ceconomy, their arts, manufactures 
and agriculture; their fenfe of filial and paternal obligations, 
or their religious rites and funeral ceremonies. Such further 
information however, in thefe and other refpe&s, as authorities 
the leaft difputable afford, I have abridged in the following 
detached obfervations. 

Besides the ornaments which we have noticed to have been 
worn by both fexes, the women, on arriving at the age of 
puberty, were diflinguifhed alfb by a fort of bufkin or half 
boot, made of cotton, which furrounded the finall of each 
leg (r). A diftin&ion, however, which fuch of their females 
as had been taken iffthe chance of war, dared not afpire to fs). 
In other refpedls both male and female appeared as naked as 
our firft parents before the fall (t). Like them, as they knew 
no guilt, they knew no fhame; nor was clothing thought 
necelfaiy to perfonal comfort, where the chill blaft of winter 
was never felt. 

(r) Rochefort, liv. ii. c. ix. p. 446. Purchas, vol. iv. p. 1159. Labat,. 
tom. ii. p. 12. The feme fort of brodequin y or bufkin, is worn by the female Hot¬ 
tentots, and other nations of Africa. 

(s) DuTcrtre, tom. ii. p. 394. 

(t) Rochefort, liv, ii. c. ix. p.441. Purchas, vol. iv. p. 1157. 
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Their liair was uniformly of a (hining black, ftrait and cha i\ 
coarfe; but they drefled it with daily care, and adorned it H- 
with great art; the men, in particular, decorating their heads ^ ^ 

with feathers of various colours. As their hair thus con- 
ftituted their chief pride, it was an unequivocal proof of the 
lincerity of their forrow, when, on the death of a relation or 
friend, they cut it (hort(u) like their (laves and captives; to 
whom the privilege of wearing long hair was rigoroufly 
denied fxj. Like mod other nations of the New Hemilphere, 
they eradicated, with great nicety, the incipient beard (y), and 
all fuperfluous hairs on their bodies;—a circumftance which 
has given rife to a notion that all the Aborigines of America 
were naturally beardlefs. This opinion is indeed counte¬ 
nanced by many refpettable writers, but after much enquiry, 
and fome inftances of ocular infpedtion, I am fatisfied that it is 
groundlefs. 

The circumftance the mod remarkable concerning their 
perfons, was their ftrange practice of altering the natural con¬ 
figuration of the head. On the birth of a child, its tender and 
flexible (kull was confined between two (mail pieces of wood, 
which, applied before and behind, and firmly bound together 
on each fide, elevated the forehead, and occafioned it, and the 
back part of the (kull, to refemble two fidcs of a fquare (zj ; an 
uncouth and frightful cuftom dill oblerved, if I am rightly 

(u) Rochefort, liv. ii. c. ix. p. 439. Du Tcrtre, tom. ii. p. 412. 

(x) Du Tcrtre, tom. ii. p. 405. (y) Du Tertre, tom. ii. p. 392. 

(z) Oviedo, lib. iii. Rochefort, liv. ii. c. ix. 

G 2 


informed. 



44 HISTORY OF THE 

BOOK informed, by the iniferable remnant of Charaibes in the Ifland 
b of St. Vincent (a). 

They refided in villages which refemblcd an European 
encampment; for their cabins were built of poles fixed cir¬ 
cularly in the ground, and drawn to a point at the top (bJ. 
They were then covered with leaves of the palm-tree. In the 
centre of each village was a building of fuperior magnitude to 
the reft. It was formed with great labour, and ferved as a 
public hall or ftate houfe (c), wherein we are allured that the 
men (excluding the women) had their meals in common j w ob- 
“ ferving that law” (faith the Earl of Cumberland, who vifited 
thefe Iflands in 1596) “ which in Lycurgus’s mouth was 
“ thought ftrange and needlefs (d)," Thefe halls were alfo 
the theatres where their youth were animated to emulation, 
and trained to martial enterprize by the renown of their war¬ 
riors, and the harangues of their orators. 

Their arts and manufactures, though few, difplayed a 
degree of ingenuity, which one would have fcarcely expe&ed 
to find amongft a people fo little removed from a ftate of 

(a) I have been told by anatomifts, that the coronal future of new-born 
children in the Weft Indies is commonly more open than that of infants born in 
colder climates, and the brain more liable to external injury. Perhaps, therefore, 
the Indian cuftom of deprelfing the os frontis and the occiput, was originally 
meant to affift the operation of nature in clofing the fkull. 

(b) P. Martyr, decad. i. lib. ii. 

(c) Ibid. Rochefort, liv. ii. c. xvi. Lafitau, tom. ii. p. 8 . 

(d) Purchas, vol. iv. p. 1159. 
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mere animal nature, as to reject all drefs as fuperfluous. Co- CHAP, 
lumbus obferved an abundance of fubftantial cotton cloth in II. 
all the iflands which he vifited, and the natives podefied the 
art of ftaining it with various colours, though the Charaibes 
delighted chiefly in red fej. Of this cloth they made ham¬ 
mocks, or hanging beds, fuch as are now uled at fea;—for 
Europe has not only copied the pattern, but preferved alfo the 
original name (f). 

They poflefled likewife the art of making veflels of clay for 
domeftic ufes, which they baked in kilns like the potters of 
Europe. The ruins of many of thefe kilns were vifible not long 
fince in Barbadoes, where fpecimens of the manufacture arc 
Bill frequently dug up; and Mr. Hughes, the hiftorian of that 
ifland, obferves, that they far furpals the earthen ware made 
by the negroes, in thinnefs, fmoothnefs and beauty fgj. Be- 
fides thofe, they invented various other u ten fils for ec6nomical 
purpofes, which are enumerated by Labat. The bafkets which 
they compofed of the fibres of the palmeto leaves, were An¬ 
gularly elegant, and we are told that their bows and arrows, 
and other weapons, difplayed a neatnefs and polifh, which the 


(e) Labat, tom. ii. p. 40. 

(f) All the early Spanith and French writers exprefsly aflert, that the original 
Indian name for their Twinging beds was amack , or hat/tack but Dr. Johnfou- 
derives the Englifh word hammock from the Saxon. 

(g) Nat, Hift. of Barbadoes, p. 8. Ligon, who vifited this ifland in 1647, 
declares that fome of thefe veflels, which he Taw, even furpafled any earthern- 
ware made in England “ both” (to ufe his own words) “in finefle of mettle,, 
M and curiofity of turninge.” 

moflr 
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BOOK moll fkilful European artift would have found it difficult to 
I* have excelled, even with European tools. 

1.—v—— J i 

Of the nature and extent of their agriculture, the accounts' 
are (lender and ttnfatisfadtory. We are told, on good authority, 
that among the Charaibes of the Continent, there was no 
divifion of land, every one cultivating in proportion to his 
exigencies (h). Where no criminal jurifdi&ion is eftabliffied, 
the idea of private property mull: neceffarily be unknown or 
imperfe< 5 t ; and in thefe iflands where land is fcarce, it feems 
probable that, as among fome of the tribes of South America f i)> 
cultivation was carried on by the joint labour of each ieparate 
community, and their harvefts depoiited in public granaries, 
whence each family received its proportion of the public 
flock.—Rochefort indeed obferves, that all their intcrefts 
were in common. 

Their food, both vegetable and animal, excepting in the 
circumftance of their eating human flefli, feems to have been 
the fame, in mod refpefls, as that of the natives of the larger 
iflands, which (hall be deferibed hereafter. But although 
their appetites were voraciously, they rejected many of the 
bed bounties of nature. Of fome animals they held the flefh 
in abhorrence; thefe were the pecary, or Mexican hog, the 
manati, or fea cow, and the turtle (l ). Labat obferves, that they 


(b) Bancroft, p. 254. (t) Gumilla, torn. i. p, 265. 

(k) Gumilla, tom. ii. p. 12, 70,237. Lafitau, tom. i. p. 515. 

(l) Rochefort, liv. ii. c. 16. 
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fcrupled likewife to eat the eel, which the rivers in feveral c II A P. 
of the illands, fupply in great plenty (m). H. 

I. mf 

The linking conformity of thefe, and feme other of their 
prejudices and cuftoms, to the practices of the Jews, has not 
efcapcd the notice of hiilorians fnj. —But whether the Cha- 
raibes were actuated by religious motives, in thus abftaining 
from thofe things which many nations account very wholefome 
and delicious food, we are no where fufiiciently informed. 

It moft probably was, however, the influence of fuperftition 
that gave rife to thefe and other ceremonies equally repugnant 
to the didates of nature and common fenfe;—one of which 
appears at firft extraordinary and incredible, but it is too well 
attefted to be denied. On the birth of his flrfl: fon the 
father retired to his bed, and failed with a flxidncfs that often 
endangered life (o). Lafitau, obferving that the fame ‘cuftom 
was pradiled by the Tybarenians of Afia, and the Iberians 
or ancient inhabitants of Spain, and is ftill in ufe among 
the people of Japan, not only urges this circumftance as a 
proof, among others, that the new world was peopled from 
the old, but pretends to difeover in it alfo feme traces of the 
dodrine of original fln: he fuppofes that the fevere penance 

(m) Labat, tom. iv. p. 304. 

(n) Gumilla,’ Adair, Du Tertre, and others. 

(0) Du Tertre, tom. ii. 371, 373. Rochefort, liv. ii. c. xxiii. p. 550. 

Labat, tom. iv. p 368. Lafitau, torn. i. p. 49. NieuhofF relates, that this 
practice prevails likewife among the natives of Braid. Churchill’s Voyages, 
vol. ii. p. 133. 

§ 
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thus voluntarily fubmitted to by the father, was at firft in- 
ftituted in the pious view of protecting his ifiue from the 
contagion of hereditary guilt, averting the wrath of offended 
omnipotence at the crime of our firft parents, and expiating 
their guilt by his fufferings (pJ. 

The ancient Thracians, as we are informed by Herodotus, 
when a male child was brought into the world, lamented over 
him in fad vaticination of his deftiny, and] they rejoiced when 
he was releafed by death from thofe miferies which they con- 
fidered as his inevitable portion in life : but, whatever might 
have been the motives that firft induced the Charaibes to do 
penance on fuch occafions, it would feem that grief and de- 
jeCtion had no great (hare in it j for the ceremony of falling 
was immediately fucceeded by rejoicing and triumph, by 
drunkennefs and debauchery. Their lamentations for the 
dead, feem to have arifen from the more laudable dictates of 
genuine nature j for, unlike the Thracians on thefe folemnities, 
they not only defpoiled their hair, as we have before related, 
but when the mafter of the family died, the furviving re¬ 
lations, after burying the corpfe in the centre of his own 
dwelling, with many demonftrations of unaffeCtcd grief, 
quitted the houfe altogether, and ereCtcd another in a diftant 
fituation (q). 


BOOK 

I. 


- (p) Lafitau, tom. i. p. 257. 

(f) Labat, tom. iv. p. 367. They placed the dead body in the grave in a 
fitting pofture, with the knees to the chin. jLafitau, tom. ii. p. 407. Du 
Tertre, tom ii. p. 402. 
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Unfortunately, however, if now and then we diftinguiih' C H A 1*. 
among them fome faint traces of rational piety, our fatisfaCtion b.. 
is of Ihort continuance ; 

No light, but rather darknefs vifible. 

Serves only to difeover fights of woe: Mii.ton* 

or it is a light that glimmers for a moment, and then fets in 
blood. 


It is afierted, and I believe with truth, that the expecta¬ 
tion of a future Hate has prevailed amongft all mankind, in all 
ages and countries of the world. It is certain, that it prevailed 
among the Charaibes (r); who not only believed that death was 
not the final extinction of their being, but pleafed themfelves 
alfo with the fond conceit that their departed relations were 
fecret fpeCtators of their conduct;—that they dill fympathized 
in their fufferings, and participated in their welfare. To thele 
notions, fo flattering to our withes,—perhaps congenial to our 
nature,—they added others of a dreadful tendency; for, con- 
fidering the foul as lufceptible of the fame impreflions, and 
obnoxious to the lame paflions, as when allied to the body, it 
was thought a religious duty to their deceaied heroes, to lacri - 
fice at their funerals fome of the captives which had been 
taken in battle (s), Immortality feemed a curie without mili¬ 
tary glory: they allotted to the virtuous and the brave the 
enjoyment of fupreme felicity, with their wives and their cap- 


(r) Rochefort, liv. ii. c. 14. 485. Du Tcrtrc, tom. ii. p. 372. 

(s) Rochefort, c. xix. p. 484. Du Tertre, c. ii. p. 412. Purchas, to!. !v. 


p. 1274. 
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BOOK tives, in a fort of Mahometan paradife. To the degenerate and 
the cowardly they afligned a far different portion: thefe they 

doomed to everlafting banifhment beyond the mountains s _ 

to unremitting labour in employments that difgrace manhood; 
" An d this dilgrace they fuppoled would be heightened by 
the greatcff of all afflictions, captivity and fervitude among 
the Arrowauks (t). 

One would imagine that this idea of a ftate of retribution 
after death, necefiarily flowed from a well-founded belief in 
the exigence of an all-wife and almighty Governor and Judge 
of the Univerfe; but we are told, notwithftanding, that the 
minds of the Charaibes were not elevated to this height. 

They admitted,” fays Rochefort^ « that the earth was their 
“ bountiful parent, which yielded them all the good things of 
“ hfe, but they were fo lamentably funk in darknefs and bru- 
“ tality, as to have formed no conception of its beneficent 
“ Creator, through the continual energy of whofe divine 
“ influence alone it yields any thing. They had not even a 
“ name for the Deity (u).” Other writers, however, of equal 
authority (x), and even the fame writer elfewhere (yJ, prefent 
us with a different reprefentation in this refpeCt, and allow 
that the Charaibes entertained an awful fenle (perplexed 
indeed and indiftina) of one great nniverfal caufe,—of a fupe- 
rior, wife, and invifible Being, of abfolute and irrefifflblc 

(t) Rochefort, c. xiv. p. 485. 

(u) Rochefort, c. xiii. p. 469. 

(x) Du Tertre, tom. ii. p. 364. 

(y) Rochefort, c. xiv. 
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power (z ).—Like the ancient heathens, they admitted alfo the C H / 
agency of liibordinate divinities.—They even fuppoled, that T 

each individual perl'on had his peculiar protestor or tutelary ^ 

deity (a). Nor is it true, as affirmed by fome authors, that 
they had no notion of practical worihip; for, befides the 
funeral ceremonies above-mentioned, which arofe furely from 
a fenfe of miftaken piety, they had their lares and penates, 
gods of their own creating, intended as fymbols probably of 
their invifible deities, to whom they offered facrifices, fimilar 
to thofe of the ancient Romans in their days of limplicity and 
virtue (b). It was their cuftom to eredt in every cottage a 
ruftic altar, compofed of banana leaves and ruffies, whereon 
they occafionally placed the earlieft of their fruits, and the 
choiceff of their viands, as humble peace-offerings through 
the mediation of their inferior deities to incenfed Omnipo- 


(z) The Galibis Indians, or Charaibes of South America, from whom I have 
fuppofed the Infular Charaibes to have been immediately defeended, named the 
Supreme Being Tamoujft , or Universal Father.-~-Bd.vxwc. 

(a) Rochefort, c. xiii. p. 471. 

(h) Mr. Hughes, in his Hiftory of Barbadoes, makes mention of many frag¬ 
ments of Indian idols dug up in that ifland, which were compofed of the fame; 
materials as their earthen veflels above-mentioned.— a I faw the head of one” , 
{< ontimi.es he) tc which alone weighed above h\ty pounds. 1 his, before it 
“ was broken oft’, flood upon an oval pedcftal about three feet in heighr. 

“ The heads of all the others were very fmall. Thde lelkr kiwis were in all 
“ probability their Penates , made fmall for the cafe and conveniency of being 
“ carried with them in their feveral journeys, as the larger fort were perhaps 
“■ deligned for fome Hated places of worfhip.”— 

Natural Hiftory of Barbadoes, p, 7. 
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BOOK tencc (r)', for it is admitted, that their devotions confided 
T - lefs in the cffiifions of thankfulned, than in deprecations of 
wrath ;—but herein neither were they diftinguifliable from 
the red of mankind, cither in the old world or the new. We 
ran all forget benefits though we implore mercy. Strange 
however it is, that the fame authors who accufe them of 
atheifm, ihould accufe them like wile, in the fame moment, of 
polytheilm and idolatry. 

Atheists they certainly were not; and though they did 
not maintain the dodtrine of pure Theifm, yet their idolatry 
was probably founded on circumllanccs, the moral influence 
of which has not hitherto, I think, been fufliciently noticed. 
If their devotion, as we have feen, was the offspring, not of 
gratitude, but of fear;—if they were lefs fenfible of the good- 
nefs, than terrified at the judgments of the Almighty; it 
fhould alfo be remembered, that in thefe climates the tremen¬ 
dous irregularities of nature are dreadfully frequent;—the hur¬ 
ricane that fwceps nations to the deep, and the earthquake 
that fwallows continents in his bofom.—Let us not then hadily 
affix the charge of impiety on thefe fimple people, if, when 
,they beheld the elements combine for their dedrudtion, they 
confidered the Divine Being as infinite indeed in power, but 
fevere in his juftice, and inexorable in his anger. Under this 
impreffion, it is not wonderful that the mind, humbled to the 
dud in the conlcioufnefs of its own imbecility, and fcarce 

(c) Lafitau, tom. i. p. 179. Rochefort, c. xiiT. p. 472. Du Tertre, 
tom. ii. p. 366. 

daring 
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<daring to lift up a thought to the Great Caufe of all things, 
Ihould fondly wifh for lome mild and gracious interpreter; 
fome amiable intermediate agent in whom to repole with con¬ 
fidence, as in a guardian and a friend. This delire encreafmg, is 
at length exalted to belief. The foul, feeking refuge from its 
own apprehenlions, creates imaginary beings, by whole media¬ 
tion it hopes to render itfelf lefs defpicable in the fight of the 
Supreme, To thefe its devotions are intrufted, and its adora¬ 
tions paid : and while wc lament the blindnefs of thefe poor 
favages, and exult in our own fuperiority in this refpect, let us 
not forget, that in the mod: cultivated periods of the human 
tmderftanding, (before the light of revelation was gracioully 
dilpiayed) a limilar fuperdition was pradtifed by all the various 
nations of the heathen world ; of which, not one perhaps had 
fo ffrong an apology to plead as the Charaibes. 

These obfervations, however, extend only to the’ fair fide 
of their religion, the worlhip of benevolent deities. A darker 
fuperdition likewife prevailed among all the unenlightened 
inhabitants of thefe climates; for they not only believed in 
the exiftencc of demons and evil fpirits, but offered to them 
alfo by the hands of their Boyez, or pretended magicians, facri- 
iices and worlhip ; wounding themfelves, on fuch fblemnities, 
with an indrument made of the teeth of the agouti: which in¬ 
flicted horrible galhcs; conceiving, perhaps, that the malignant 
powers delighted in groans and mifery, and were to be appeafed 
«nly by human blood (d). I am of opinion, nevertheless, 

(d) Du Tertre, tom. ii. p. 365. 

that 
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BOOK that even this latter fpecies of idolatry originated in reverential 
I. piety, and an awful ienle of almighty power and infinite per- 
fedtion. That we receive both good and evil at the hands of 
God, and that the Supreme Being is equally wife and benevo¬ 
lent in the difpenfation of both, are truths which we are 
taught, as well by cultivated reafon, as by holy writ; but they 
are truths, to the right apprehenfion of which uncivilized man 
was perhaps at all times unequal. The favage, indeed, amidlt 
the deftrudtive terrors of the hurricane and the earthquake, 
might ealily conclude that nothing lefs than Omnipotence it- 
felf, “ viliting the nations in his wrath,” could thus harrow up 
the world; but the lefi'er calamities of daily occurrence,—-the 
various appearances of phyfical and moral evil which hourly 
embitter life, he dared not aferibe to an all-perfe< 5 l and mer¬ 
ciful Being. To his limited conception, fuch a conclufion was 
derogatory from divine juflicc, and irreconcileable with infinite 
wifdom. To what then would he impute thefe terrifying and 
inexplicable phenomena, but to the malignant influence of 
impure fpirits and aereal demons ? The profanations built on 
fuch notions certainly throw a light on the Chriftian religion, 
if they ferve not as a collateral evidence of its divine origin. 

A minute detail of the rites and ceremonies which thefe, 
and other religious tenets, gave birth to among the Charaibes, 
moft of them unamiable, many of them cruel, together with an 
illuftration of their conformity to the fuperflitions of the Pagan 
theology, would lead me too far; nor is fuch a difquifition 
neceflary. It is fufficient for me to have fhewn, that the 
foundations of true religion, the belief of a Deity, and the ex- 

9 peculation 
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I have thus feleCted and combined, from a mafs of difcor- 
dant materials, a few driking particulars in the character, man¬ 
ners and cuftoms of the ancient inhabitants of the Charaibean 
Iflands. The picture is not pleaflng; but as I have elfewhere 
obferved, it may lead to fome important conclufionsj for, 
befides correcting many wild and extravagant fancies which 
are afloat in the world refpeCting the influence of climate on 
the powers of the mind, it may tend to demonftrate the abfur- 
dity of that hypothefis of lome eminent philofophers, which 
pronounces lavage life the genuine fource of unpolluted hap- 
pinefs}—falfely deeming it a ftate conformable to our nature, 
and conftituting the perfection of it. It is indeed no eafy talk, 
as Roufleau obferves, to difcriminate properly between what 
is originally natural, and what is acquired, in the prefent con- 
ftitution of man: yet thus much may be concluded, from the 
account I have given of the Charaibes, that they derived their 
furious and fanguinary difpofition—not from the dictates of 
nature—but from the perverlion and abufe of fome of her 
ncblcll endowments. Civilization and fcience would not only 
have given them gentler manners, but probably have eradicated 
nlfo many of their barbarous rites and gloomy fuperftitions, 
either by the introduction of a purer religion, or by giving 

(e) Bilhop of Cheftcr’s Sermons. 

energy 


ipeCtation of a future date, (to borrow the expreflion of an 
eloquent prelate) u are no lefs conformable to the firft natural 
“ apprehenfions of the untutored mind, than to the founded 
“ principles of philofophy (cj ” 
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BOOK energy and efted to thofe latent important principles r which 
I. I have fhewn had a foundation among them. But while I 
admit the neceffity and benevolent efficacy of improved man¬ 
ners and focial intercourse ; conceiving that man by the culti¬ 
vation of his reafon, and the exercife of his faculties, alone 
anfvvers the end of his creation; I am far from concurring with 
another clafs of philofophers, who, widely differing from the 
former,.confider a date of pure nature as a ftate of unrelent¬ 
ing ferocity and reciprocal hoftility; maintaining, that all the 
foft and tender affedions are not originally implanted in us, 
but are fuperinduced by education and refledion. A retrofped 
to what has been related of the Charaibes will ihew the fallacy 
of this opinion. Man, as he comes from the hands of his 
Creator, is every where conftituted a mild and a merciful be¬ 
ing. It was by rigid difeipline and barbarous example, that 
the Charaibe nation trained up their youth to fuffer with forti¬ 
tude, and to inffid without pity the utmoft exertions of hu¬ 
man vengeance. The didates of nature were as much violated 
by thofe enormities of favage life, as they are fuppreffed by the 
cold unfeeling apathy of jhilofophical refinement. Still, how¬ 
ever, to the honour of humanity, it is as certain that compal- 
iion and kindnefi are among the earlieft propenfities of our 
nature, as that they conftitute the chief ornament and the 
happinefs of it. Of this truth our next refearches will furnith 
a pleating example. 


CHAP. 
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c h a r\ m. 

Of the Natives of Hifpaniola, Cuba, Jamaica, and Porto-Rico .— 
Their Origin. — Numbers.—Per fins.—■Genius and JO if por¬ 
tions.—Government and Religion.—Mifcellaneous Ohfervations 
refpedling their Arts, Manufactures and Agriculture, Cruelty 
of the Spaniards , &c. 

I AM now to give Tome account of a mild and comparatively 
cultivated people, the ancient natives of Hifpaniola (a), 
Cuba (bJ, Jamaica, and Porto-Rico (cj ; for there is no doubt 
that the inhabitants of all thofe iilands were of one common 
origin,—fpeaking the fame language,—*poffefling the fame in- 
ftitutions, and pradliling fimilar fuperftitions. Columbus him- 
felf treats of them as fuch; and the teftimony of many cotem¬ 
porary hiftorians confirm his opinion. It appears likewife 

(a) Hifpaniola was called by the natives Haiti or Ayti, which Signifies moun¬ 
tainous ; and I conceive the fame word has the fame meaning in the iilands of the 
tbuth fea. 

(b) Cuba was the Indian name. It was not difeovered to be an ifiand until 
the year 1508, when a captain, named Sebaftian, failed round it by order of Ni¬ 
cholas Ovando. It was firft planted by the Spaniards in 1511; in that year Jago 
Velafquez went thither with 300 men, and fettled on the fouth coaft, near to a 
port which he called by his own name, (a name it ftill bears) artd which for extent 
and fecurity may be reckoned one of the fineft in the world. 

(c) The Indian name of Porto-Rico was Boriquea. It was difeovered by 
Columbus, in his fecond voyage, but firft explored by Juan Ponce dc Leon, 
in 1508. 

Vol. I. I from 
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B O OK from the information of Las Cafas, the Biihop of Chiapa, to* 
I. the Emperor Charles V. that molt of the natives of Trinidad 
jj wcrc G f the p ullc nation; the extent and natural ftrength 
ol that ifiand, as of the others above-mentioned, having pro¬ 
tected them, in a great meafure, from the depredations of the 
Charaibes. 

I have elfewhere related that they were confidered by thefe 
Barbarians as defeended from a Colony of Arrowauks, a people 
of Guiana; and there can be no good reafon to fuppofe that 
the Charaibes were mifinformed in this particular.—The evi¬ 
dence of Raleigh, and others who vifited both Guiana and Tri¬ 
nidad two centuries ago, might be adduced in fupport of their 
opinion. Thefe voyagers pronounce the ancient inhabitants 
of Trinidad to belong precifely to the Arwacks or Arrowauk 
nation of the Continent; a race of Indians to whofe noble qua¬ 
lities the moil honourable teflimony is borne by every traveller 
that has vifited them, and recorded his obfervations. And 
here, all enquiry concerning the origin of our iflanders feems 
to terminate. It is indeed extremely probable that all the va¬ 
rious nations of this part of the new world, except only the 
Charaibes, emigrated anciently from the great hive of the 
Mexican empire. Juan de Grijalva, one of the adventurers 
from Cuba in 15x8, found a people who fpoke the language 

(d) Trinidad was difeavered by Columbus in his third voyage, and was namedt 
by him after the Holy Trinity, becaufe, fays Herrera, having been in great dan¬ 
ger, in a violent ftonn, he made a vow to give that name to the firft land he 
ihould find; foon after which a failor, in the main-top, faw three points of land, 
whereby the name fitted every way to bis vow* 
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of that ifland, on the coart; of Jucatan (cj hut at what period 
fuch emigrations were made; whether the Charaibcs were 
previoufly porteffed of the widely extended coart: that bounds 
the Atlantic, or, in pofterior ages, accidentally found their way 
thither by fea, from the ancient Continent—(perhaps by their 
invalion giving birth to that hereditary and unconquerable 
hatred which ftill prevails between them and the other Indian 
nations)—-thefe are points concerning which, as it is impofliblc 
to determine, it is in vain to enquire. 

In eftimating the number of our iflanders, when firrt: dif- 
covered by Columbus, hiftorians widely differ. Las Cafas 
computes them at fix millions in the whole; but the natives 
of Hifpaniola were reckoned by Oviedo at one million only, 
and by Martyr, who wrote on the authority of Columbus, at 
1,200,000, and this laft account is probably the mod corredh 
Judging of the other iilands by that, and fuppofing the popu¬ 
lation of each to be nearly the fame in proportion to its extent, 
the whole number will fall greatly fhort of the computation 
of Las Cafas. Perhaps if We fix on three millions, inftead of 
fix, as the total, we fliall approach as near the truth as poffible, 
on a queflion that admits not of minute accuracy. Indeed 
fuch are the accounts of the horrible carnage of thefe poor 
people by the Spaniards, that we are naturally led to hope their 
original numbers mud have been greatly exaggerated j firrt: by 
the affociates of Columbus, from a fond and excufable pro- 
penfity to magnify the merit and importance of their difeo- 

(e) P. Martyr, Decad. iii. lib. x. 
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vcrics, as undoubtedly they were afterwards by the worthy pre¬ 
late I have quoted, in the warmth of his hone ft indignation at 
the bloody proceedings of his countrymen : with whom, indeed, 
every man of a humane and reflecting mind, mufl blufh to 
confefs himfelf of the fame nature and fpecies ! 

But, not to anticipate obfervations that will more properly 
appear hereafter, I fhall now proceed to the confideration,— 
I. Of their perfons and perfonal endowments: II. Their in¬ 
tellectual faculties and difpofitions : III. Their political infli- 
tutions : IV. Their religious rites. Such fubordinate particu¬ 
lars as are not eafily reducible to cither of thofe heads, will 
conclude the prefent chapter. 

I. Both men and women wore nothing more than a flight 
covering of cotton cloth round the waift ; but in the women it 
extended to the knees: the children of both fexes appeared en¬ 
tirely naked. In ftature they were taller but lefs robuft than 
the Charaibes (f). Their colour was a clear brown j not deep<- 
cr, in general, according to Columbus, than that of a Spanifh 
peafant who has been much expofed to the wind and the 
fun (g)> Like the Charaibes they altered the natural configu¬ 
ration of the head in infancy j but after a different mode (h); 
and by this practice, fays Herrera, the crown was fo flrength- 
cned that a Spanifh broad-fword, inflead of cleaving the fkull 

(f) Oviedo, Som. (g) F. Col. c. xxiii. 

(h) The finciput , or fore-part of the head from the eye-brows to the coronal 
iuture, was deprefled, which gave an unnatural thicknefs and elevation to the 
teciputf or hinder part of the fkull. 
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at a droke, would frequently break fhort upon it (i) ; an 
illudration which gives an admirable idea of the clemency of 
their conquerors !' Their hair was uniformly black, without 
any tendency to curlj their features were hard and u lfightly j 
the face broad, and the note flat; but their eyes dreamed with 
good nature, and altogether there was fomething pleafing and 
inviting in the countenances of mod of them,.which proclaim¬ 
ed a frank and gentle difpofition. It was an honed face, coark, 
but not gloomy ; for it was enlivened by confidence, and Tok¬ 
ened by companion* 

Much has been foggeded by modern philofopliers, concern¬ 
ing a fuppofed feeblenefs in their perfons and conditutions. 
They are reprefented to have been incapable of the fmalled 
degree of labour, incurably indolent, and infallible even to the 
attractions of beauty, and the influence of love (k), This won¬ 
derful debility and coldnefs have been attributed by fume writers 
to a vegetable diet: by others, it is pretended that they de¬ 
rived from nature lefs appetite for food than the natives of 
Europe; but nothing can more drongly demonflrate the indo¬ 
lent inattention of hiflorians, than their combining thefe. cir- 
cumdances in one and the fame character. An in fallibility, 
or contemptuous difregard, towards the female lex, was a 
feature peculiar to the Charaibes ; who however, as we have 
feen, were robud and vigorous in their perfons, and infatiably 
voracious of food. It condituted no part of the difpofition 
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(i) Herrera, lib. i. c. xvi. who copies this circumitance from Oviedo* 
(i) Robertfon, BuflFon, De Pauw, and others. 
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BOOK of our illanders; amongft whom an attachment to the fex was 
L remarkably confpicuous. Love, with this happy people, was 

1 not a t ran lien t and youthful ardour only* but the fource of 

all their pleafures, and the chief bufinefs of life : for not being, 
like the Charaibes, opprefled by the weight of perpetual folici^ 
tude, and tormented by an unquenchable third: of revenge, 
they gave full indulgence to the inftin&s of nature, while the 
influence of the climate heightened the fenflbility of the 
paflions (IJ, 

In truth, 40 exceflive fenfuality was among the greateft 
defeats in their charadter: and to this caufe alone is imputed, 
by fome writers, the origin of that dreadful difeafe, with the 
inflidtion of which they have almofl: revenged the calamities 
brought upon them by the avarice of Europe;—if indeed the 
venereal contagion was fird introduced into Spain from thefc 
illands; a conclulion to which, notwithftanding all that has 
been written in lupport of it, an attentive enquirer will lliil 
helitate to fubferibe (m). 

That 

(l) See Oviedo, lib. v. c. iii. We have nearly the fame accountat this day 
ef the Arrowauks of Guiana. “ In their natural difpofition” (fays Baneroft) 
“ they are amorous and wanton ;” and JBarrcre obferves, “ ils font lubriques 
w ah fitprema degre." It is related by Herrera, that a deity fimilar to the Venus 
of antiquity, was one of the Divinities of the T?afcalansy a people of Mexico. 

(m) “ The venereal difeafe” (fays Oviedo) “ was certainly introduced into 
* Europe from thefc iflands, where the beft medicine for the cure of it, the 
<c Guiilt.cwni is alfo found; the Almighty fo remembering mercy in judgment 
“ that, when our fins provoke punifliment, he fends likewife a remedy.—I was 
“ acquainted with many perfons who accompanied Columbus in his firft and 
14 fecor.d voyages, and fuffered of this difeafe; one of whom was Pedro Marga- 

“ rite, 
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That a people who poflefled the means of gratifying every e 
inclination without labour, fhould fometimes incline to be indo¬ 
lent, is a circumftance not very extraordinary. As the wants 


“ rite,, a man much refpe&ed of the King and Queen. In the year 1496 it 
K began to fpread in Europe, and the phyfieians were wholly at a lofs in what 
M manner to treat it.—When, after this, Gonzales Fernandes de Cordova was 
(< Cent with an army by his Catholic Majefty on behalf of Ferdinand the 
u Second King of Naples, fome infected perfons accompanied that army, and 
w by intercourfe with the women, fpread the difeafe among the Italians and 
il the French; both which nations had fucceffivcly the honour of giving it a 
u name; but in truth it came originally from Hifpaniola, where it was very 
« common, as was likewife the remedy.” 


This account is fufficiently particular; ncverthclefs there is rcafon to believe 
that the venereal infection was known in Europe many centuries before the 
difeovery of America; although it is poflible it might have broke out with 
renewed violence about the time of Columbus’s return from his fir ft expedi¬ 
tion.—This was the era of wonder, and probably the infrequency of' the con¬ 
tagion before that period, gave colour to a report, perhaps at fipft malicioufiy 
propagated by fome who envied the fucccfs of Columbus, that this difeafe %vas 
one of the fruits of his celebrated enterprize. It is impoflible, in the fpace of a 
marginal note,, to enter deeply into this fubjeid; neither docs the full invefti- 
gation of it come within the defign of my work, I therefore refer fuch of my 
readers as are defirous of forming a decided opinion on the queftion, to the 
Philof. Tranfa&ions, vol. xxvii. and vol. xxxi. (No. 365 and No. 11) alfo to two 
learned treatifes on the fubjeft by Mr. Sanches, pubhlhcd at Paris 1772 and 
1774, and to the authorities referred to by Mr. Forfter in his “ Oblervations 
« made during a Voyage round the World,” p. 492.. In Stow’s Survey 
of London, vol. ii. p. 7, is preferved a copy of the rules or regulations 
eftablifhed by Parliament in the eighth year of Henry the Second, for the 
government of. the licenfed Hews in Southwark, among which I find the fol¬ 
lowing, <c No ftewholder to keep any woman that hath the perilous infirmity 
“ of burning.” This was 330 years before the voyage of Columbus. 
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BOOK of nature were fupplied almoft fpontaneoufly, and no cover- 
ing was abfolutely requifite but the fhade, that necefiity which 
urges men to adtion* and, by exercife, invigorates the fibres, 
was here wholly unknown. It is probable therefore that in 
mufcula-r flrength the natives were inferior to their invaders, 
and being lefs accuftomed to labour, they might alfo require 
lefs nourifhmcnt. Thefe conclufions may be admitted with¬ 
out fuppofing any degradation of their nature, and with no 
very unfavourable imprefiion of the climate. Their limbs 
however were pliant and adtive, and in their motions they 
difplayed both gracefulnefs and eafe. Their agility was emi¬ 
nently confpicuous in their dances ; wherein they delighted 
and excelled j devoting the cool hours of night to this employ¬ 
ment ,(;/). It was their cuftom, fays Herrera, to dance from 
evening to the dawn 5 and although fifty thoufand men and 
women were frequently aflembled together on thefe occafions, 
they feemed actuated by one common impulfe, keeping time by 
refponfive motions of their hands, feet, and bodies, with an 
exadtnefs that wa6 wonderful (0). Thefe public dances (for 
they had others highly licentious) were appropriated to parti¬ 
cular folemnities, and being accompanied with hiftorical fongs, 
were called Arietoes ; a Angular feature in their political infti- 
tutions, of which I lhall prefently fpeak. 

Besides the exercife of dancing, another diverfion was 
prevalent among them which they called Bato ; and it appears 

(ft) P- Martyr, Decad. iii. c. vii, 

( 0) Herrera, lib. ix. c. ii. 

from 
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from the account given of it by the Spanifh hiftorians fp), 
that it had a diftant refemblancc to the Englilli game of 
cricket; for the players were divided into two parties, which 
alternately changed places, and the fport confided in dexte- 
roufly throwing and returning from one party to the other, an 
elaftic ball; which however was not caught in the hand, 
or returned with an inflrument; but received on the head, 
the elbow, or the foot, and the dexterity and force with 
which it was thence repelled, was aftonifhing and inimita¬ 
ble.—Such exertions belong not to a people incurably enervated 
and flothful. 

II. They are, neverthelefs, pronounced by many writers, 
to have been naturally inferior to the natives of Europe, not 
only in bodily ftrength, but likewile in genius and natural en¬ 
dowments. This affection has I think been advanced with 
more confidence than proof. That the mind, like the body, 
acquires ftrength by employment, is indeed a truth which we 
all acknowledge, becaufe we all experience it; and it requires 
no great fagacity to difeover, that ingenuity is feldom very 
powerfully exerted to gratify appetites which do not exift, or 
to guard againft inconveniences which are not felt. If our 
iflanders therefore rofe in fome relpeCts to a degree of refine¬ 
ment not often obfervable in favage life, it may juftly be pre¬ 
fumed that in a ftate of fociety productive of new defires and 
artificial neceflitics, their capacities would have been fufceptible 

(p) Oviedo, lib. vi. c. ii. Herrera, lib. iii, c. iv, 
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B OOK or flill further improvement. Their iltuation alone, without 
!• recurring to the various other caufes aligned by philofopher3, 
fufllciently accounts for the paucity of their ideas. Men, 
without anxiety for the future, have little reflection on the paft. 
What they wanted in excited energy of mind, was however 
abundantly fupplicd by the foftcr affections; by fwcetnefs of 
temper, and native goodnefs of difpofition. All writers who 
hav e treated of their character, agree that they were unqueflion- 
ably the moft gentle and benevolent of the human race. 
Though not blcfled with the light of revelation, they praCtifed 
911c of the noblefl precepts of Chriflianity, forgivenefs of their 
enemies: laying all that they poifeffed at the feet of their op- 
preflors; courting their notice, and preventing their whites, 
with fuch fondnefs and afliduity, as one would have thought 
might have difarmed habitual cruelty, and melted bigotry 
into tendernefs (qj. 

Among other inftances of their generous and compaflionatc 
turn of mind, the following is not the leafl remarkable. Soon 
after Columbus’s firfl: arrival at Hifpaniola, one of his fliips 
was wrecked on the coaft. The natives, fcorning to derive 
advantage to themfelves from the diftrefs of the ftrangers (un- 
confcious indeed of the calamities which their arrival was foon 
to bring upon them) beheld the accident with the livelieft 
emotions of forrow, and haftened to their relief. A thoufand 
canoes were inflantly in motion, bufily employed in- conveying 
the feamen and cargo afhore; by which timely afliftance, 

(q) Martyr, Herrera. F. Columbus, c. xxvii. xxxii. &c. &c. 
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not a Jilc was loft; and of the goods and provifions that were CH A I\ 
laved from the wreck, not the final left article was embezzled. 1H- 
Such was their celerity and good will on this occafion, fays * 

Martyr, that no friend for friend, or brother for brother, in 
diftrefs, could have manifefted ftronger tokens of fympatby 
and pity frj. Other hiftorians ftill heighten the picture; 
for they relate that Guacanahari, the fovereign of that part of 
the country, perceiving that, notwithft ending the elforts of 
his people, the lliip itielf, and great part of the cargo were 
irrecoverably funk, waited on Columbus to condole with him 
on the occalion; and while this poor Indian lamented his 
misfortune in terms which excited furprize and admiration, he 
offered the Admiral (the tears flowing copioufly down hi* 
checks as he fpoke) all th.it he hinifelf poifelfed, in reparation 
of his lofs fsj. 

Th?s benevolence, unexampled in the hiftory of civilized na¬ 
tions, was foon bafely requited by the conduct of a band of 
robbers, whom Columbus, with no ill intention, left in the iiland, 
on his departure for Europe. Guacanahari however was co¬ 
vered with wounds in defending them from his injured country¬ 
men (t)-, to whofejuft refen tment the Span till ruftians at length 
fell afacrifice; but their anger was < f ftiort duration. On 
Columbus’s return, in his fecond voyage, their fondnel's revived ; 
and for a conflderable time the Spaniards lived among them in 


(r) Martyr, Dccad. i. lib. i. 

(s) Fcr. Col. c. xxxii. Herrera, Decad. i. lib. i. e. xviii. 

(t) Herrera, Dccad. i. lib. ii. c. ix. Fcr. Col. c, xl. 
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BOOK perfed fecurity, exploring the interior parts of the country, both 
!• in companies and individually, not only without moleflation, but 
invited thereto by the natives. When any of the Spaniards came 
near to a village, the moil ancient and venerable of the Indians, 
or the Cacique himfelf, if prefent, came out to meet them, 
and gently conducted them into their habitations, feated 
them on ftools of ebony curioufly ornamented. Thefe benches 
feem to have been feats of honour referved for their guefts $—for 
the Indians threw themfelves on the ground, and killing the 
hands and feet of the Spaniards, offered them fruits and the 
choiceft of their viands ; entreating them to prolong their flay, 
with fuch folicitude and reverence as demonftrated that they 
considered them as beings of a fuperior nature, whole pre¬ 
fence confecratcd their dwellings, and brought a blefling 
with it f uJ . 

The reception which Bartholomew Columbus, who was ap¬ 
pointed Lieutenant, or Deputy Governor, in the abfence of the 
Admiral, afterwards met with, in his progrefs through the ifland 
to levy tributes from the feveral Caciques or Princes, manifelted 
not only kindnefs and fubmiffion, but on many occafions muni¬ 
ficence, and even a high degree of politenefs. Thefe Caciques 
had all heard of the wonderful eagernefs of the ftrangers for gold; 
and fuch of them as polfefled any of this precious metal, willingly 
prefented all that they had to the Deputy Governor. Others, 
who hadnot the means of obtaininggold, brought provifidns and 

(u) Herrera, Decad. i. lib. i, c, xiv. F. Col. c. xxvii. 
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cotton in great abundance (#).—Among the latter, was Behcchio, 
a powerful Cacique, who invited the Lieutenant and his at¬ 
tendants to his dominions ; and the entertainment which they 
received from this hofpitable chief is thus deferibed by Martyr. 
As they approached the king’s dwelling, they were met by his 
wives, to the number of thirty, carrying branches of the palm- 
tree in their hands; who firft faluted the Spaniards with a folemn 
dance, accompanied with a general fong. Thefe matrons were 
fuccceded by a train of virgins, diftinguifhed as fuch by their 
appearance; the former wearing aprons of cotton cloth,while the 
latter were arrayed only in the innocence of pure nature. Their 
hair was tied limply with a fillet over their foreheads, or fuffered 
to flow gracefully on their fhoulders and bofoms. Their limbs 
were finely proportioned, and their complexions, though 
brown, were fmooth, /Lining and lovely. The Spaniards were 
/truck with admiration, believing that they beheld the dryads 
of the woods, and the nymphs of the fountains, realizing anci¬ 
ent fable. The branches which they bore in their hands, they 
now delivered with lowly obeilancc to the Lieutenant, who, 
entering the palace, found a plentiful, and, according to the In¬ 
dian mode of living, a lplendid repad already provided. As 
night approached, the Spaniards were conducted to feparate 
cottages, wherein each of them was accommodated with a cot¬ 
ton hammock; and the next morning they were again enter¬ 
tained with dancing and finging. This was followed by 
matches of wredling and running for prizes'; after which two 


(x) P. Martyr, Pecad. i. lib. r, 
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B O O K great bodies of armed Indians unexpectedly appeared, and a 
b mock engagement enfued; exhibiting their modes of attack and 
defence in their wars with the Charaibcs. For three days vere 
the Spaniards thus royally entertained, and on the fourth, the 
nffedionate Indians regretted their departure. 

III. The fubmiflive and refpc&ful deportment of thefe placid 
people towards their fuperiors, and thole they confidered as fuch, 
was derived probably, in fome degree, from the nature of their 
government ; which, contrary to that of the Charaibes under a 
iimilar climate, was monarchical and even abfolute. The regal 
authority however, though not circumfcribed by pofitivc indi- 
tutions, was tempered into great mildnefs, by that conditutional 
benevolence which predominated throughout every part of their 
conduCl, from the higheft to the lovvelt. The fympathy which 
they manifeded towards the diltrefs of others, proves that 
they were not wretched themfelves; for in a date of abfolute 
llavery and mifery, men are commonly devoid both of virtue 
and pity. 

Their Kings, as we have feen, were called Caciques,and their 
power was hereditary:—But there were alfo fubordinate Chief¬ 
tains, or Princes, who were tributaries to the Sovereign of each 
didriCt. Thus the territory in Hifpaniola, anciently called Xara- 
guay, extending from the plain of Leogane to the Wedermod 
part of the illand, was the kingdom of the Cacique Behechio, 
whom I have mentioned above ; but it appears from Martyr, 
that no lefs than thirty-two inferior chieftains or nobles had 

jurifdiCtion 
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jurifiliation within that fpace of country, who were account¬ 
able to the fupreme authority of Behechio (yj. They lean 
to have fomewhat re fe mb led the ancient barons or feudatories 
of Europe ; holding their pofiedions by the tenure of fervice, 
Oviedo relates, that they were under the obligation of pciTon- 
ally attending the Sovereign, both in peace and war, whenever 
commanded fo to do (z). It is to be lamented, that the Spa- 
nidi hidorians afford very little information concerning this 
order of nobles, or the nature and extent of their fubordinato 
jurifdidtion. 

The whole ifland of Ilifpaniola was divided into five great 
kingdoms (a) ; of two of which, when Columbus fir ft landed, 
Guacanahari and Behechio were abfolute fovereigns.—A third 
principal Cacique was C'uanaboa, whofe hi dory is remarkable : 
He had been originally a War Captain among a body of CKa¬ 
ra ibes, who had invaded the dominions of Behechio, ahd, on 
condition of preventing the further incurfions of his country¬ 
men, had received his filler, the beautiful Anacoana, in marriage $ 
together with an extent of country, which he had converted 
into a feparate kingdom. The edablifiiment of this loader and 
his followers in Hifpaniola, had introduced into this part of 
the ifland the Charaibean language, and alio the life of the bow 
and arrow (b ); a weapon with the practice of which the na¬ 
tives of the larger iflands were generally unacquainted. Guana- 
boa however dill retained his ferocious dilpolition, and having 
been accufed by Guacanahari before Chridopher Columbia,, 
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(y) P. Martyr, Dccad. i. lib. v. 
(.a) Oviedo, lib. iii. c. iv. 


(z) Oviedo, lib. iii. c. iv, 
(b) Oviedo, lib. iii. 
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B C) O IC oi murdering fome of the Spaniards, was ordered by that com- 
t mander to he fent to Spain: but the (hip periflied at fea. The 

lad fate of his unfortunate widow, the innocent Anacoana, who 
was mod; atrocioully murdered in 1505, by Ovando, the Go¬ 
vernor of Ilifpaniola, for no caufe, that I can difeover, but her 
fond attachment to Bartholomew' Columbus, Ivaving been re¬ 
lated at large in the late American hiftory, need not be repeated 
here. 

The illands of Cuba and Jamaica were divided, like Ilifpa— 
niola, into many principalities or kingdoms; but we arc told 
that the whole extent of Porto Rico was fubjedl to one Ca¬ 
cique only^ c). It has been remarked, that the dignity of thole 
Chieftains was hereditary ; but, if Martyr is to be credited, the 
law' of fucceffion among them, was different from that of all 
other people ; for he obferves f d), that the Caciques bequeath¬ 
ed the fupreme authority to the children of their fillers, accord¬ 
ing to leniority, difinheriting their own offspring; “ being ccr- 
“ tain, adds Martyr, that, by this policy, they preferred the 
“ blood royal; which might not happen to be the cafe, in 
“ advancing any of the children of their numerous wives.” 
The relation of Oviedo is fomewhat different, and feems more 
probable: he remarks, that one of the wives of each Cacique 
was particularly diftingui filed above the reft, and appears to 
have been conlidered by the people at large as the reigning 
Queen (e) ; that the children of this lady, according to priority 

(V) P. Martyr, Decud. i. lib, ii. (d) Decad. iii, c, ix, 

(e) Oviedo, lib. v, c. iii. 

Of 
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of birth, iacceeded to the father’s honours; but, in default of C II A P. 
i/Tue by the favourite Princefs, the fillers of the Cacique, if there 
were no furviving brothers, took place of the Cacique’s own 
children by his other wives. Thus Anacoana, on the death of 
Behechio her brother, became Queen of Xaraguay (f). It is 
obvious that this regulation was intended to prevent the mif- 
chiefs of a difputed fuccedion, among children whofe preten- 
lions were equal. 

The principal Cacique was dillinguiihed by regal ornaments> 
and numerous attendants. In travelling through his dominions, 
he was commonly borne on men’s fhoulders, after a manner 
very much refembling the life of the palanqueen in the Eaft 
Indies (g). According to Martyr (hJ, he was regarded by all his 
fubjedts with fuch reverence, as even exceeded the bounds of 
nature and reafon; for if he ordered any of them to call them- 
felves headlong from a high rock, or to drown themfelves in 
the fea, alledging no caufe but his fovereign pleafure, he was 
obeyed without a murmur: oppofition to the lupreme autho¬ 
rity, being confidcred, not only as unavailing, but impious. 

Nor did their veneration terminate with the life of the 
Prince; it was extended to his memory after death ; a proof 
that his authority, however extravagant, was fcldom ahufed. 

When a Cacique died, his body was embowelled, and dried in 
an oven, moderately heated; fo that the bones and even the 

(f) Herrera, lib. vi. c. ii. (g) Herrera, lib. i, c. xvi. 

(b) Martyr, DecaJ. i. c. i. 

VOL. I. I, 
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BOOK ikin were preferved entire ( i). The corpfe was then placed in 
h a cave with thofe of his anceflors, this being (obferves Oviedo) 
among thefe fimple people the only fyflem of heraldry $ where¬ 
by they intended to render, not the name alone, but the perlbns 
alfo, of their worthies immortal. If a Cacique was (lain in 
battle, and the body could not be recovered, they compofed 
fongs in his praife, which they taught to their children; a bet¬ 
ter and nobler teftimony furely, than heaps of dry bones or 
even monuments of marble j fince memorials to the deceafed 
are, or ought to be, intended lefs in honour of the dead, than as 
incitements to the living fkj. 

These heroic effufions conftituted a branch of thofe folem- 
nities, which, as hath been obferved, were called Arietoes j con- 
fifting of hymns and public dances, accompanied with mufical 
inftruments made of (hells, and a fort of drum, the found of 
which was heard at a vaft diftance (l). Thefe hymns, reciting 

(i) Herrera, lib. iii. c. iiL F- Columbus, c. Ixi. 

(k) It is related by Martyr, that on the death of a Cacique, the moft beloved 
•f his wives was immolated at his funeral Thus he obferves that Anacaona, 
•n the death of her brother King Behechio, ordered a very beautiful woman, 
whofe name was Guanahata Benechina, to be buried alive in the cave where his 
body (after being dried as above mentioned) was depofited*. But Oviedo, 
though by no means partial towards the Indian character, denies that this cuftom 
was general among then* f. Anacaona, who had been married to a Charaibe, 
probably adopted the practice from the account Ihe had received from her huf- 
band of his national cuftoms. And it is not impoilible, under a female admini- 
ftration,— amv;g favages ,—but that the extraordinary beauty of the unfortunate 
victim, contributed to her dcftru&ion. 

* Martyr, Dscad. iii. lib- ix. -J- Ovicd", lib. v. c. iii. 

(l) Herrera, lib. iii. c. iv. P. Martyr, Dccad. iii. c. vii. F. Columbus. 

§ the 
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the great action 9 of the departed Cacique ; his fame i\i w^r, and CHAP, 
his gentlenefs in peace, formed a national hiftory (m), which III. 
was at once a tribute of gratitude to the deceafed monarch, *~~ mJ 
and a leflon to the living. Nor could any thing have been 
more inftru&ive to the rifing generation than this inf rtution, 
finee it comprehended alfo the antiquities of their country, 
and the traditions of their anceftors. Exprefllons of national 
triumph for victory in war, lamentations in times of publick ca¬ 
lamity, the voice of fef ivity, and the language of love, were 
likewife the fubjedls of thefe exhibitions y the dances, fo eflen- 
tial a part of them, being grave or gay as the occafion requir¬ 
ed. It is pretended that among the traditions thus publickly 
recited, there was one of a prophetkk nature, denouncing ruin 
and defolation by the arrival of f rangers compleatly clad, and 
armed with the lightning of heaven. The ceremonies which 
were obferved when this awful predi&ion was repeated, wet, 
may well believe were flrongly exprefive of lamentation and 
horror (n). 

IV. Like all other unenlightened nations, thefe poor Indians 
were indeed the llaves of fuperfition. Their general theology 
(for they had an ef ablilhed fyftem, and a priefthood to lupport 
it) was a medley of grofs folly and childiih traditions, the pro¬ 
geny of ignorance and terror. Yet we are fometimes dazzled 
with a f rong ray of lunfiine in the midlt of furrounding dark- 
nefs. Hiforians have preferved a remarkable fpeech of a ve¬ 
nerable old man, a native of Cuba, who, approaching Chrif opher 
Columbus with great reverence, and prefenting a bafket of 

(m ) Oviedo, lib. v. c, iii. 

( n) Martyr, ut fupra, Herrera, lib, ii. c. iv, 
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BOOK fruit, adrirefled him as follows. “ Whether you arc divini- 
I. “ tics,” (he obferved) “ or mortal men, we know not. You are 
‘ v J “ come into thefe countries with a force, againft which, were 
“ we inclined to refill: it, refinance would he folly. Wc arc 
“ a11 therefore at your mercy; but if you are men, lubjed: to 
“ mortality like ourfelvcs, you cannot be unapprized, that after 
“ this life there is another, wherein a very different portion is 
“ allotted to good and bad men. If therefore you expea to 
“ die, and believe, with us, that every one is to be rewarded in 
“ a future date, according to his conduct in the prefent, you 
“ will do no hurt to thofe, who do none to}ou (oj.” 

Their notions of future happinefs feem however to have 
been narrow and fenfual. They fuppofed that the fpirits of 
good men were conveyed to a pleafant valley, which they called 
Coyaba ; a place of indolent tranquillity, abounding with guavas 
and other delicious fruits, cool fliades, and murmuring rivu¬ 
lets fp) ; in a country where drought never rages, and the hur¬ 
ricane is never felt. In this feat of blifs (the Elyfium of anti¬ 
quity) they believed that their greatefl enjoyment would arife 
from the company of their departed anceftors, and of thofe 
perfons who were dear to them in life fqj ;—a proof at leaf! of 

(o) This remarkable circumflancc happened on the 7th of July I494, and is 
attefted by Pet. Martyr, Decad. i. lib. iii. and by Herrera, lib. ii. c. xiv. If it 
be afked how Columbus underflood the Cacique, the anfwer is, that he had carried 
with him to Spain, in his former voyage, fcveral of the Indians; one of whom, 
a native of Guanahani, who had remained with him from O&ober l/;92, had ac¬ 
quired the Spanifh language. This man, whofe name was Dtfacus, ferved him 
on this and other occafions, both as a guide and interpreter. 

(p) Fer. Col. c. lxi. 

{<•) Herrera, lib. iii. «. iii. 
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their filial piety, and of the warmth and tendernefs of their c H A P. 
affections and difpolitions. HI. 

Thk confcioufncfs in our Indians that they were accountable ~ 
beings, feems to indicate a greater degree of improvement than 
we are willing to allow to any of the natives of the New Ile- 
mifphere. Although, like the Charaibes, our iilanders acknow¬ 
ledged a plurality of Gods, like them too, they believed in the 
exigence of one fupreme, invilible, immortal, and omnipotent 
Creator; whom they named "joaihuna frj. But unhappily, 
widi thefe important truths, thefe poor people blended the 
moll puerile and extravagant fancies, which were neither 
founded in rational piety, nor productive of moral obligation. 

They afiigned to the fupreme Being, a father and mother, 
whom they diftinguilhed by a variety of names, and they 
fuppofed the fun and moon to be the chief feats of their reli- 
dence (s). Their lyllcm of idol-worlhip was, at the fame time, 
more lamentable than that of the Charaibes ; for it would feem 
that they paid divine honours to flocks and Hones converted int® 
images, which they called Zemi\ not regarding thefe idols as 
fvmbolical reprefentations only of their fubordinate divinities, 
and ufcful as lenfible objects, to awaken the memory and ani¬ 
mate devotion, but aferibing divinity to the material itlelf, and 
actually worlbipping the rude ilone c; block which their own 
hands had lafhioned. It may be obler\ ed, however, that an 
equal degree of folly prevailed among people much more en¬ 
lightened. The Egyptians thcmfelves, the moll ancient of 

fr) Martyr, Dccad. i. lib. ix. F. Columbus. 

(s) 1 \ Columbus. P. Martyr. JBenzoni. 

civilized 
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BOOK civilized nations, worshipped various kinds of animals, and 
I. reprefentations of animals ; fome of them the moil noxious in 
nature ; and even the accompli filed'philolbphers of Greece and 
Rome, paid divine honours to men to whom they had them- 
felves given an apotheofis.—So nearly allied, in religious re- 
fearches, is the blindnefs of untutored nature, to the infufficir* 
ency of mere cultivated reafon 1 

It has indeed been aflerted (whether juRIy or not) that “ the 
** fuperfl.it ions of Paganifm always wore the appearance of 
** pleafure, and often of virtue (t )but the theology of our 
poor illanders bore a different afpeft. By a lamentable in con- 
fiftency in the human mind, they confidered the Creator of all 
things as wholly regardlefs of the work of his hands ; and as 
having transferred the government of the world to fubordinate 
and malignant beings, who delighted in converting into evil 
that which he pronounced to be good . The effufions of gra¬ 
titude, the warmth of affection, the confidence of hope, formed 
no part of their devotions. Their idols were univerfally 
hideous and frightful, fometimes reprefenting toads and other 
odious reptiles ; but more frequently the human face horribly 
diftorted;—-a proof that they confidered them, not as benevo¬ 
lent, but evil, powers;—as obje&s of terror,—not of admira¬ 
tion and love. 

To keep alive this facred and awful prejudice in the minds 
of the multitude, and heighten its influence, their Bobitos or 

(t) Gibbon, 

Priefls,. 
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Priefts, appropriated a confecrated lioufe in each village, where¬ 
in the Zemi was invoked and wor(hipped. Nor was it per¬ 
mitted to the people at large, at all times, to enter, and-on 
unimportant occafions approach the dread objedt of their 
adoration. The Bohitos undertook to he their meftengers and 
interpreters, and by the efficacy of their prayers to avert the 
dangers which they dreaded. The ceremonies exhibited on 
thefe folemnities, though grofsly ridiculous, were well calcu¬ 
lated however to extend the prieftly dominion, and confirm 
the popular fubjedtion. In the lame view, the Bohitos added 
to their holy profeffion, the pradtice of phyfick, and they claim¬ 
ed likewile the privilege of educating the children of the firft 
rank of people (u );—a combination of influence which, ex¬ 
tending to the neareft and deareft concerns both of this life 
and the next, rendered their authority irrefiftible. 

With fuch power in the prieflhood, it may well be fup- 
pofed, that the alliance between church and (late, was not lefs 
intimate in thefe iflands, than in the kingdoms of Europe. As 
in many other nations, religion was here made the inftrument 
of civil defpotifm, and the will of the Cacique, if confirmed 
by the Pried, was impioufly pronounced the decree of heaven. 
Columbus relates that fomeof his people entering unexpedtedly 
into one of their houfes of worffiip, found the Cacique employ¬ 
ed in obtaining refponles from the Zemi.. By the found of 
the voice which came from the idol, they knew that it was 
hollow, and dalhing it to the ground to expofe the impofture, 


CHAP. 

III. 
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(u) Martyr. 


they 



HISTORY OF THE 


Bo 

BOOK they difeovered a tube, which was before covered with leaves, 
I. that communicated from the back part of the image to an inner 
v “" ' apartment, whence the Pried: iflued his precepts as through a 

fpeaking trumpet;—but the Cacique earneftly entreated them 
to lay nothing of what they had fecn ; declaring that by means 
of fuch pious frauds, he collected tributes, and kept his king¬ 
dom in fubjedlion. 

The reader, I believe, will readily acquit me for declining to 
enter into any further detail of the various wild notions, and 
fantaftical rites which were founded on fuch arts and im- 
poftures. Happily for our illanders, however, the general fyfiem 
of their fuperdition, though not amiable, was not cruel. We 
find among them but few of thofe barbarous ceremonies 
which filled the Mexican temples with pollution, and the 
ipedlators with horror. They were even more fortunate in this 
refpedl than the otherwife happy inhabitants of the lately dil- 
covered iilands in the Southern Pacific Ocean ; amongft whom 
the practice of offering human facrifices to their deities, is dill 
as dreadfully prevalent, as it anciently was amongft moll of 
the nations of the earth. 

Having thus mentioned the natives of the South-Sea Iilands, 
I cannot but advert to the wonderful limilarity obfervable in 
many refpe&s, between our ill-fated Well Indians and that 
placid people. The fame frank and affe&ionate temper, the 
lame chearfi.il fimplicity, gentlenefs and candour j—a behaviour, 
devoid of meannefs and treachery, of cruelty and revenge, are ap¬ 
parent 
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parent in the character of both:—and although placed at Co CHAP, 
great a diftance from each other, and divided by the interven- , 

tion of the American Continent, we may trace a refemblance 
even in many of their cuftoms and inftitutions; fuch as their 
national fongs and dances, their domeflic ceconomy, their fyftem 
of government, and their funeral ceremonies. I pretend not, 
however, to affirm that this refemblance is fo exad, as to 
create the prefumption of a common origin. The affinity per¬ 
ceivable in the difpolitions and virtues of thefe widely feparated 
tribes, arofe probably from a fimilarity in their circumflances 
and fituation, operating on the general principles of human 
nature. Placed alike in a happy medium between favage life, 
properly fo called, and the refinements of polifhed focicty, they 
are found equally exempt from the fordid corporeal diltrefies 
and fanguinary paffions of the former (late, and from the arti¬ 
ficial neceffities, the rcflraints and folicitudes of the latter. To 
a fpeculative mind, fuch a fituation may appear, for a moment, 
even fuperior to our own ; “ but if we admit” (fays the elegant 
hiflorian of the amiable Otaheiteans) “ that they are upon the 
“ whole happier than we, we mull: admit that the child is 
“ happier than the man, and that we are lolers by the per- 
“ led:ion of our nature, the increafe of our knowledge, and 
“ the enlargement of our views (xj." 

In thofe inventions and arts which, varying the enjoyments, 
add confiderably to the value of life, I believe the Otaheiteans 
Were in general fomewhat behind our iflanders : in agriculture 

(x) Hawkefworth's Voyages, yol. ii. p. 105. 
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BOOK they were particularly fo (y). The great fuppu: . die infular 
I. territories of the South-Sea conftfts of the breaci-huit, and the 
y ~ ~^ ’ plantain ; both which flourilh there fpontaneoully; and although 

the inhabitants have likewife plantations of yams and other elcu- 
Ient roots, yet the cultivation of none of them appears to be as 
extenfive, as was that of the maize in the Weft Indies, or to dis¬ 
play equal fkill with the preparation of the caflavi-bread from 
the maniocjk (z). The Weft Indians, notwithftanding that they 

pollefted. 

(y) Dr. Robcrtfon, in his Hiftory of America, vol. i. p. 332, obferves, that 
as the natives of the New World had no tame animals, nor the ufe of the metal*, 
their agriculture muft neceifarily have been imperfect. It fhould however be 
remembered, that as every family railed corn for their own fupport, and the iflands 
being (to ufe the expreffion of Las Cafas) u abounding with inhabitants as an 
** ant-hill with ants ,” a very fmall portion of ground allotted to the maintenance 
of each family, would comprehend in the aggregate an immenfe fpace of cultivated 
country. Thus wc find Bartholomew Columbus obferving, that the fields about 
Zabraba, a country in the Gulph of Darien, which he viewed in 1503, “ were all 
“ covered with maize, like the corn fields of Europe, for above fix leagues to - 
“ get her.” Unacquainted with the foil of the Weft Indies, Dr. Robcrtfon flioufd 
have delivered his fentiments on this fubje£t with diffidence. That foil which is 
known in thefe iflands by the name of brick-mouldy is not only fuperior to molt 
others in fertility, but requires very little trouble in cultivation. Among our 
illanders, to whom the ufe of iron was unknown, inftruments were ingenioufly 
formed of ftone, and of a certain fpccies of durable wood, which were endued with 
nearly equal folidity and fharpnefc. We find them felling large trees, building 
canoes and houfes, and forming domeftic utenlils of exquifite workmanfhip. 
Poffeffing the tools and materials ncceflary for thefe purpofes, they could not be 
deftitute of proper implements for the ruder operations of hufbandry, on a foil 
incapable of much refiftance. 

(z) L’Abbe Raynal, in oppofition to the teftimony of all the early Spanifb 
hiftorians who have treated of the difeovery and productions of America (none 
«f whom indeed docs he appear to have confulted) aflcrts that the maniock 

plant. 
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poffefled almoft every variety of vegetable nature which grew CHAP, 
in the countries I have mentioned, the bread fruit excepted, 11 
railed alfo both the maize and the maniock in great abun¬ 
dance j and they had acquired the (kill of watering their lands 
from diftant rivers, in time of drought (a). It may likewife 
be obferved, that although the Otaheiteans poflefs the fhrub 
which produces cotton, they neither improve it by culture, 
nor have the knowledge of converting its wool into cloth (b) } 
but content theml'elves with a far meaner production as a 
fubftitutc. Our illanders had not only the (kill of making 
excellent cloth from their cotton, but they praCtifed alfo the 
art of dying it with a variety of colours; fome of them of the 
utmolt brilliancy and beauty (c). 

In the fcience of Ihip-building (if the conltruCtion of fucli 
veflels as either people ufed, may be diltinguilhed with that 


plant was originally introduced into the Well Indies from Africa, and that the 
Indians were firft inftru&ed by the negroes in the art of converting the poifon- 
ous root into wholcfome food. For the fatisf.iCUon of fuch of my readers as 
are not intimately acquainted with the American Hiftory, 1 think it neceflirry 
to obferve, that P. Martyr, in his firft Decad, which bears date November, 
1493, (even months only after the return of Columbus from his firft voyage, 
particularly mentions the maniock, or jucca , as fumiihing great part of the food 
of the iflanders, and he deferibes their manner of making the cajJ'avi bread 
from itj obferving that the raw juice is as ftrong a poifon as aconite. Ne¬ 
groes were not imported into the iflands till many years after this account was 
publifhcd. 

(a) Martyr. Decad. iii. 

(b) Forfter’s Obfervations. 

(c) Oviedo. Purchas, vol. iii. p. 985. 
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BOOK appellation) the fuperiority is on the fide of Otaheite; yet the 
Piraguas of the Weft Indians were fully fufficient for the 
navigation they were employed in, and indeed were by no 
means contemptible fea-boats. We are told that fome of 
thefe veflels were navigated with forty oars (d); and Herrera 
relates, that Bartholomew Columbus, in palling through the 
Gulph of Honduras, fell in with one that was eight feet in 
breadth, and in length equal to a Spanilh galley. Over the 
middle was an awning, compofed of mats and palm-tree 
leaves; underneath which were difpofed the women and 
children, fecured both from rain and the fpray of the fea.—It 
was laden with commodities from Jucatan (e). 

On the other hand, our ifianders far furpafled the people of 
Otaheite, in the elegance and variety of their domeftic utenfils 
and furniture; their earthenware, curioufly woven beds, and 
implements of hulbandry, Martyr fpeaks with admiration 
of the workmanlhip of fome of the former of thefe. In the 
account he gives of a magnificent donation from Anacoana to 
Bartholomew Columbus, on his firft vifit to that Princefs, ha 
obferves that, among other valuables, Ihe prefented him with 
fourteen chairs of ebony beautifully wrought, and no lefs than 
fixty veflels of different forts, for the ufe of his kitchen and 
table, all of which were ornamented ’ with figures of various 
kinds, fantaftic forms, and accurate reprefentations of living 

(d) Martyr, Decad. i. 

(e) Herrera, Decad, i. lib. v, 

finunals. 



WEST INDIES. 

animals (f). The induftry and ingenuity of our Indians there¬ 
fore muft have greatly exceeded the meafure of their wants. 
Having provided for the ncceffities of their condition, they 
proceeded to improve and adorn it. 

But I muft now leave them to the miferable fate in which 
it pleafed infinite, but infcrutable, wifdom to permit theif 
mercilefs invaders to involve them for ever !—It may, I think, 
be fafely affirmed, that the whole ftory of mankind affords no 
fcene of barbarity equal to that of the cruelties exercifed on 
thefe innocent and inoffenfive people. All the murders 
and defolations of the moft pitilefs tyrants that ever diverted 
themfelves with the pangs and convulfions of their fellow- 
creatures, fill infinitely ffiort of the bloody enormities com¬ 
mitted by the Spaniffi nation in the conqueft of the New 
World;—a conqueft, on a low eftimate, effected by the 
murder of ten millions of the fpecics ! But although the ac¬ 
counts which are tranfmitted down to us of this dreadful car¬ 
nage, are authenticated beyond the poffibility of difpute, the 
mind, ftmnking from the contemplation, wilhes to refill con¬ 
viction, and to relieve itfelf by incredulity.—Such at leaft is 
the apology which I would frame for the author of the Ameri¬ 
can Hiftory, when I find him attempting, in contradiction to 
the voice and feelings of all mankind, to palliate luch horrible 
wickednefs (g). Yet the fame author, admits, that in the 

fhort 

(f) P. Martyr, Dccad. i. 

(g) Introduction to the Hiftory of America, by Dr. Robcrtfon, vol. i. p. 10. 
** It is to be hoped” (lays this author) u that the Spaniards will at lalt dii- 

« Cvvev. 
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ft O O K il'ort interval of fifteen years fubfcqucnt to the difcovery of the 
!• Weft Indies, the Spaniards had reduced the natives ofHifp.i- 
jiiola “ from a million to fixty thouland (h)." It is in vain 
that he remarks on the bodily feeblenefs of thefe poor Indians, 
and their natural incapacity for labour. SucK a conftitutional 
defeat, if it exiited, entitled them to greater lenity •> but the 
Spaniards diftributed them into lots, and compelled them to dig 
in the mines, without reft: or intermiflion, until death, their 
-only refuge, put a period to their fufferings. Such as attempt¬ 
ed refiftance or ejfcape, tlieir mercileft tyrants hunted down 
with dogs, which were fed on their flefti. They difregarded 
lex and age, and with impious and frantic bigotry even called 
in religion to fandtify their cruelties! Some, more zealous than 
the reft, forced their miferable captives into the water, and 
after adminiftering to them the rite of baptifm, cut their throats 
the next moment, to prevent their apoflacy ! Others made a 
vow to hang or burn thirteen every morning, in honour of our 
Saviour and the twelve Apoftles ! Nor were thefe the ex- 
ceflcs only of a blind and remorfclefs fanaticifm, which ex¬ 
citing our abhorrence, excites alfo our pity : The Spaniards 
were actuated in many inftances by fuch wantonnefs of malice, 

u cover this lyftem of concealment to be no lefs impolitick than illiberal. 
“ From what 1 have experienced in the courfe of my enquiries, I am iatisfied, 
<l that upon a more minute ferutiny into their early operations in the New 
“ World, however reprehensible” (a tender expreflion) “ the adtions of 
u indiv iduals may appear, the conduct of the nation will be placed in a more 
u favourable light.” This opinion, however, needs no other refutation than 
that which is to be found in the fubicqupnt pages of the learned Author’s 
Hitlory. 

(b) Hillory of America, vol. i, book iii. p. 185. 

as 
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as is wholly unexampled in the wide hiftory of • • * 

pravity.—Martyr relates, that it was a frequent prac' 
them to murder the Indians of Hiipaniola in (port, v>r n :. . . 

heobferves, to keep their hands in ufe . They had an e - . • > 

which of them could moil dexteroully ftrilce off the hcau or < 
man at a blow; and wagers frequently depended on this licziiih 
exercife (i). To fill up the mealure of this iniquity, and demon- 
Urate to the world, that the nation at large participated in the 
guilt of individuals, the Court of Spain not only neglected to 
punifhthefe enormities in its fubje< 5 ts, but when rapacityand ava¬ 
rice had nearly defeated their own purpoies,by the utter extirpation 
of the natives of Hifpaniola, the King gave permifiion to leize on 
the unfufpetfting inhabitants of the neighbouring iilands, and 
tranfport them to perifii in the mines of St. Domingo, “ Several 
“ veflcls” (fays Dr. Robertfon) “ were fitted out for the Lu- 
“ cayos, the commanders of which informed the natives, with 
“ whofe language they were now well acquainted, that they 
“ came from a delicious country, in which their departed an- 
“ cefiors reiided, by whom they were font to invite them to 
“ refort thither, topartakeof the blifs which they enjoyed. That 
“ fimple people liftened with wonder and credulity, and fond of 
“ vifiting their relations and friends in that happy region, fol- 
“ lowed the Spaniards with eager nets. Ik this artifice, above 
** 40,000 were decoyed into Hifpaniola, to (hare in the fufferings 
** which were the lot of the inhabitants of that if and, and to 
w mingle their groans and tears with thole of that wretched 


(i) P. Martyr, DccaJ. i. lib. vie 


race 
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BOOK “ race of men (k)” After reading thcfe accounts, who can 
I. help forming an indignant wirti that the hand of I Jeaven, by fome 
J miraculous interpofition, had lwept thelc European tyrants from 
the face of the earth, who, like lb many hearts of prey, roamed 
round the world only to defolate and dcrtroy; andj more re- 
morfelels than the fiercert favage, thirrted for hui^an blood, 

(k) Hiftbry of America, book iii. p. 186. See likewife P. Martyr, Dccad. vii. 
This author relates the follow ing aft’ctfting particulars of the poor Lucayans thus 
fraudulently decoyed from their native countries. “ Mary of them in the anguifh 
“ of defpair, obftinately refule all manner of fuftcnaace, and retiring to defert 
<£ caves and unfrequented woods, filently give up the ghoft. Others, repairing 
“ to the fea-coaft on the northern fide of Hifpaniola, caft many a longing look 
u towards that part of the ocean where they fuppofc their own iflands to be 
w fituated ; and as the fea-breeze rifes, they eagerly inhale it; fondly believing, 
u that it has lately vifited their own happy vallies, and comes fraught with the 
“ breath of thofe they love, their wives and their children. With this idea, they 
<£ continue for hours on the coaft, until nature becomes utterly exhaufted; when 
u ftretching out their arms towards the ocean, as if to take a laft embrace of their 
“ diftant country and relations^ they fink down, and expire without a groan.”— 
“ One of the Lucayans” (continues the fame author) <c who was more dc- 
“ firous of life, or had greater courage than mod of his countrymen, took upon 
“ him a bold and difficult piece of work. Having been ufed to build cottages in 
“ his native country, he procured inftruments of ftone, and cut down a large 
“ fpongy tree called jaruma the body of which he dexteroufly fcooped into a 
“ canoe. He then provided himfelf with oars, fome Indian corn, and a few 
“ gourds of water, and prevailed on another man and a woman to embark with 
u him on a voyage to the Lucayos Iflands. Their navigation was profperous for 
“ near 200 miles, and they were altnoft within fight of their own long-loft jfhores, 
u when unfortunately they were met by a Spanilh fliip, which brought them 
back to flavery and forrow. The canoe is ftill preferved in Hifpaniola as a fin- 
“ gular curiofify, coniidering (he circumftances under which it was made.” 

* The Umbax, er wild cotton tree. 
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without having the impulfe of natural appetite to plead in their CIIAP. 
defence ! # HI. 

On the whole, if we confider of how little benefit the acqui- 
fition of thefe ifiands has fince proved to the Spanish nation, and 
count over the coft of the conqueft, we muft find it extremely 
difficult to include fuch an event as the mafiacre of ten millions 
of innocent people (comprehending the butcheries in Mexico and 
Peru)amongft the number of thofe partial evils which ultimately 
terminate in general good: Nor can we poffibly reconcile its per- 
miffion to our limited ideas of infinite wifdom and goodnefs ! 

Divines therefore juftly conclude, that no ftronger proof than 
that which ariles from hence need be given of the exificnce of 
a future and better date, wherein the unequal diilribution of 
mifery and happinefs in this life ffiall be adjtided; “ -ichen the 
<l crookedJha/l he made Jlraight, and the rough places plain (l) !" 

(I) In 1585 Sir Francis Drake made a defeent on Hilpaniola, and in his ac¬ 
count of that ifland, which is preferred in Hakluyt, vol. iii. he relates that the 
Spaniards, having utterly exterminated the ancient Indians, (not a tingle descen¬ 
dant being, I doubt, at that time living) had n \ •»h.-Hls derived fo little advan¬ 
tage from their cruelty, as to be obliged to anv> rt f-i.\rs tf La!r a: to ;,ioi;ry ,— 
all the filvcr, in the attainment of which Iroin the bowels of th : ear: i lb many 
thou funds of poor wretches had perifhed, having hag; l.nce found rs wav to Lu- 
rope, and the inhabitants had no means of gettin.. . ». .• lupp.ly. 

It may be proper in this place to obferve, that ibiue of ti e rnvumftances 
Which I have related above, refpecling the cruellies e- t’> * b,c..,iaiJg are ex¬ 
tracted from the writings of Bartholomew De Ls who is accu'.d 

by Dr. Robertion of exaggeration; — but Ovi< do hi 1.fit, who endeavours to 
palliate the monftrous barbarities of his countrymen towards the natives, by 
aflerting that they were addicted to unnatural vices, which rendered th.in pro¬ 
perly obnoxious to puniihmcnt (a charge, by the wav, which Herrera a imits to 
be groundlefs)—Oviedo, I fiy, confelies that in 1535, only foity-thrce jears 

Vol. I. N polletior 



9° 


HISTORY OF TIIE 


BOOK poftcrior to the difeovery of Hifpaniola, and when he was himfeJf on the fpof, 
j there were not left alive in that ifland above five hundred of the original natives, 

* - • old and young ; for he adds, that all the other Indians at that time there, had been 

forced or decoyed into flavery, from the neighbouring iilands#. Las Cafas, it is 
true, when he fpeaks of numbers in the grofs, ett tainly over-rates the original 
inhabitants. But it docs not appear that he meant to deceive; nor is there any 
juft rcalbn tofufpedf bis veracity when he treats of matters fufccptlvc of precifion; 
more elpccially incircumftanccs of which he declares himfclf to have been an cye- 
witnefs. Lc't the reader judge of Las Cafas from the following narrative, in 
which his falfhood (if the ftory were falfe) could have been very eafily detected. 
“ I once beheld” (lays he) “ four or five principal Indians roafted alive at a flow 
u fire ; and as the miferable victims poured forth dreadful fcrcams, which diftutb- 
“ ed the commanding officer in his afternoon flumbers, he font word that they 
“ Ihouldbe ftranglcd; but the officer on guard (l knowhis namf, and I know 
“ His relations IN Seville) would not fuller it; but caufing their mouths to 
“ be gagged, that their Cries might not be heard, he ftirred up the fire with his 
11 own hands, and roafted them deliberately till they all expired.—I saw it my- 

“ SELF.” ! ! ! 

It may be neccflary perhaps, on my own account, to add, that I have no other 
edition of Las Cafas, than that which was published at Antwerp, in 1579 - From 
a copy of that edition 1 have extra&ed the foregoing horrid relation; my hand 
trembling as I write, and my heart devoutly wiftiing it could be proved to bo 
taife. 

* Oviedo, lib. lii. c. tu 
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CHAP. IV. 


Land animals ufed as food.—Fifes and •wild fowl.-—Indian 
method offifing and fowling.—Efculent vegetables, &c. — Con- 
clujion. 

I N tracing the feveral tribes of quadrupeds, properly fo called, C 
which anciently exifted in the Weft Indies, it will be found 
that the Windward or Charaibean Elands, poflefled all that 
were poflefted by the larger iflands, and fome fpecies which 
the latter were without. It is likewife obfervable, that all the 
animals of the former are ftill found in Guiana, and few or 
none of them in North America : Thefe are additional proofs 
that the Windward Iflands were anciently peopled .from the 
South. The enumeration of them follows: 

i. The Agouti, 

2. The Pecary, 

3. The Armadillo, 

4. The Opuflum, 

5. The Racoon, 

6. The Mufk Rat, 

7. The Alco, 

8. The fmaller Monkey of leveral varieties. 

These I think are their moft general appellations; but, from 
the variety of Indian languages, or dialedts rather of the lame 
language, which anciently prevailed in the Iflands and on the 

N 2 neighbouring 
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BOOK neighbouring Continent, fome of thefe animals have been dif- 
I* tinguifhed by fo many different names, that, in reading the ac- 

‘ v counts of them tranfmitted by the French and Spanifh hifto- 

rians, it is often difficult to underftand of which in particular 
they mean to fpeak. 

The Agouti isfometimes called couti, and coati. It was cor¬ 
rupted into uti and utt'a, by the Spaniards; and at prelent it is 
known in fome parts of the Wert: Indies by the terms pucarara 
and Indian coney. It is the mus aguti of Linnaeus, and the cavy 
of Pennant and Buffon. 

To thefe writers it is fufficient to refer, for a defcription of 
its nature and properties.—I fhall briefly oblerve that, in com¬ 
paring it with the quadrupeds of Europe, it feems to conftitute 
an intermediate fpecies between the rabbit and the rat ; and of 
the animals which I have enumerated above, this and the laft 
are, I fear, the only ones that have efcaped the common fate of 
all the nobler inhabitants of thefe unfortunate iflands, man 
himlelf (as we have feen) not excepted! The agouti is ftillfre¬ 
quently found in Porto-Rico, Cuba and Hifpaniola, and fome- 
times in the mountains of Jamaica. In moft of the iflands to 
Windward, the race, though once common to them all, is now 
I believe utterly extindl. 

The Pecary, which was known in the Windward Iflands 
only, and the Continent, has been honoured with no lefs variety 
of names than the agouti. According to Rochefort it was alfo 
called javari and pacquire. By Dampier it is named pelas. By 
o Acofta 
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Acoda faino and zaino. It is the fits tajacu of Linnaeus, and the c II A P. 
-pec ary and Mexican-mujk bog of our Englifh naturalists. IV. 

Of this animal, a very full and particular account has been 
given by Monf. Button in his Natural Hiftory, and by Dr. 

Tyfon in the Philofophical Tranla&iens. I have heard that it 
(till abounds in many of the provinces of Mexico j but i;i the 
Weft Indian i(lands I believe the breed has been long fince ex¬ 
terminated. Thole that I have lean were carried thither from 
the Continent as objects of curiofny; and they appeared to me 
to differ from the European hog p-incipally in the lingular but 
well-known circumftance of their having a muiky dilchargc 
from an aperture or gland on the back, erroneoufly lunpofed to 
be the navel; and in the colour of their bridles; the pecary 
being indeed highly ornamented; for the bridles of thole that I 
beheld, were of pale blue, tipt with white. It is alio related of 
this animal, that it poiledes far greater courage than the hog of 
Europe; and when hunted by dogs, will frequently turn and 
compel its enemy to retreat. Thus its native bravery bringing 
it within the reach of fire-arms, contributed doubtleis to its final 
deftrudlion in the Illands. 

Of the Armadillo, the fpccics anciently known in thefe idands 
was I think that which is called by lvdeowtical writers the nine 
banded . It is covered with a jointed ihell or i'caly armour, and 
has the faculty of rolling iticlf up, like the hedge-hog. As food 
it is (aid to be very v. hole feme and delicate. It was once found 
in all parts of the Well Indies. 

The 
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The Opullum (or manitou) is diftinguifliablc from all other 
animals, by a wonderful property. Under the belly of the fe¬ 
male there is a pouch, wherein fhe receives and fhelters her 
young.—Both tins and the former animal are too well known 
to the curious in natural relearches, to render it neccilary for me 
to be more particular. I believe the opullum, like the pccary, 
was unknown to the larger Itlands. 

The Racoon was common in Jamaica in the time of Sloane, 
who obferves that it was eaten by all forts of people. Its abode 
was chiefly in hollow trees, from whence, fays Sloane, it makes 
paths to the cane-fields, where it chiefly fubfills; a circumftance 
which, while it indicates that its number was confiderable, ealily 
accounts for its deflru&ion. 

The Muik Rat is the pi/oris of naturalifts : it burrows in the 
earth, and fmells fo ftrongly of mulk, that its retreat is cafily 
difeovered. According to the French writers, thefe abounded 
anciently in Martinico and the other Windward Illands to a 
great degree (in) \ and its refemblance to the common rat of 
Europe, though four times as large, probably proved fatal to 
the whole race. I am inclined to fulpedt that this animal is 
the agouti of the larger Illands. 

The Alcowas the native dog of the New Ilemifphere, nor 
does it feeni to have differed greatly from that of the Old; ex¬ 
cept that it polfdled not the power of barking (n). The natives 

iff:) 1\ Lubatj tom. ii. p. ^J2. (>') f. Col. c. xxiv. 

of 
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of Hifpaniola, like thole of Otaheite, fattened them with care, C II A P. 

and accounted their llefh a "reat delicacy. <f In St. Domingo” 1V - 

(leys Acoila) “ the dogs of Europe have multiplied lo exceed- 
“ ingly, that at this time (/5S7) they are a nuifance and a ter- 
“ ror to the inhabitants, and a price is fet on their heads as on 
“ wolves in Old Spain. At full there were no dogs in this 
“ iffmd, but a I'm all mute creature rel'embling a dog, with a 
“ note bite that of a fox j which the natives called alco. The 
“ Indians were lb fond of thele little animals, that they carried 
“ them on their Ihoulders wherever they went, or nourilhed 
“ them in their boi'oms.” 

The Monkey and its varieties require no defeription. 


Thus it appears that out of eight different ipecies of edi¬ 
ble quadrupeds, one only was domellick and loquacious.. Few 
indeed are the animals that own allegiance to man in his lavage 
/late. Of the bcalls of the forcll, the flrongeft difpute his 
fuperiority and the wcakeft avoid his approach. To his con- 
veniency therefore they contribute nothing, and towards his 
nourifhmen*, the fupplies that they afford are caiual and uncer¬ 
tain. Ivtime however leans to have d : fplayed towards the in¬ 
habitant oi ; thele illanfls, a bounty that ahnoll rendered fuper- 
fluous !be labours of art in procuring them ibilensnee ; for, 
bcfidcs the animals that I have mentioned, and thole that are 
furri:'e d by the rivers and the lea, the woods were peopled 
v, hh two very extraordinary creatures ; both of which anciently 
were, and dill are, not only ufed as food, but acco tnted fuperior 
delicacies. 


x 
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These arc the Iguana and the Mountain-crab. The Iguana 
(or, as it is more commonly written, the guana) is a fpecics of 
Lizard:—a clal's of animals, about which naturalifts arc not 
agreed whether to rank them with quadrupeds, or to degrade 
them to ferpents.—They feem therefore to fund alool from all 
eftabliflied fyftems, and indeed juftly claim a very dilfinguiilied 
place by themielves. From the alligator, the molt formidable 
of the family, meafuring iometimes twenty feet in length, the 
gradation is regular in diminution of fize to the fmall lizard of 
three inches; the fame figure and conformation nearly (though 
not wholly) prevailing in each. The iguana is one of the 
intermediate fpecies, and is commonly about three feet long, 
and proportionablv bulky. It lives chiefly among fruit trees, 
and is perfectly gentle and innoxious. Europeans doubtlefs 
learnt to make food of them from the example of the ancient 
Indians, among!! whom the practice of hunting them was a 
favourite divcrlion (o); and they are now become generally 
fcarce, except in the illands of the Windward-paflage, and fuch 
other places between the tropicks as are feldom vilited by man. 
I believe indeed the Englilh, even when they were more plen¬ 
tiful, did not often ferve them at elegant tables; but their 
French and Spanifh neighbours, lefs fqueamifh, ftill devour 
them with exquilite rtlifh: I imagine too they have good rea- 
fon; for I have been allured by a lady of great’ beauty and 
elegance, who fpoke from experience, that the iguana is 

0 

(o) F. Col. c. xxv. 
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equal in flavour and wholefomenefs to the finefl. green 
turtle (/>). 

Respecting the Mountain Crab, which flill furvives in tlie 
larger of tilde Iflands, though its final extinction is probably 
at hand, its hiftory is fo wonderful, that I clioofe rather to give 
it in the language of others, than in any recital of my own. 
The authors from whom I tranferibe, are Du Tertrc and 
Brown. They both wrote from their own knowledge and 


(/>) P. Labat likewife fpcaks of a fricafleed guana with high approbation, 
lie compares it to chicken, for the whitenefs of its flefh and the delicacy of its 
flavour.—Tom. iii. p. 315* In a fubfequent page, he gives a minute account 
of the manner of catching this animal, and if the reader has no objection to 
accompany the good Father a !u chajji , he may participate in the dherfion as 
follows: “We were attended” (fays he) “by a negro, who carried a long 
“ rod; at one end of which was a piece of whipcord with a running knot. 
“ After beating the bufhes for fome time, the negro difeovered our game 
“ balking in the fun on the dry limb of a tree. Hereupon he began whittling 
“ with all his might, to which the guana was wonderfully attentive, ftrctching 
“ out his neck and turning his head, as if to enjoy it more fully. The negro 
“ now approached, (till whittling, and advancing his rod gently, began tick- 
“ ling with the end of it the tides and throat of the guana, who feemed 
“ mightily pleafed with the operation ; for he turned on his back, and ftretched 
“ himfelf out like a cat before a fire, and at length taiily fell afieep; which 
“ the negro perceiving, dexteroufly tlipt the noon, over his head, and with a 
“ ierk brought him to the ground: and good (port it afforded” (continues 
the reverend hittorian) u to fee the creature fwell like a turkey cock, at find- 
« ing himfelf entrapped. We caught others in the fame way, and kept one 
“ of them alive feven or eight days, but it grieved me to the heart to find 
“ that he thereby loft much delicious fat.” Thefe animals are likewife known 
in the Eaft Indies. Sir Jolcph Hanks fl»ot one of them at Batavia, and found 
it good food. 

-VOL. I. 
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BOOK perfonal obfervation, and the facte which they relate have been 
I* repeated to me a thonfand times in the Weft Indies, by perfons, 
' f who I am fure never knew what has been published on the 
fubjedl by any author whatever. “ Thefe animals” (lays Du 
Tertre) u live not only in a kind of orderly fociety in their 
“ retreats, in the mountains, but regularly once a year march 
down to the fea-fide in a body of fome millions at a time. 
“ As they multiply in great numbers, they chufe the months 
“ of April or May to begin their expedition ; and then fally out 
“ from the flumps of hollow trees, from the clefts of rocks, 
“ and from the holes which they dig for themfelves under 
“ the furface of the earth. At that time the whole ground 
“ is covered with this band of adventurers; there is no fetting 
** down one’s foot without treading upon them. The fea is 
“ their place of deftination, and to that they diredt their march 
** with right-lined precifion. No geometrician could fend 
“ them to their deftined Ration by a fhortcr courfe; they 
** neither turn to the right nor to the left whatever obftacles 
** intervene j and even if they meet with a houfe, they will 
“ attempt to fcale the walls to keep the unbroken tenor of 
“ their way. But though this be the general order of their 
** route, they, upon other occafions, are compelled to conform 
“ to the face of the country, and if it be interfedled by rivers, 
u they are feen to wind along the courfc of the flream. The 
“ proceflion fets forward from the mountains with the regu- 
“ larity of an army under the guidance of an experienced com- 
“ mander. They are commonly divided into battalions, of 
“ which the firft confifts of the ftrongefl: and boldefl: males, 
“ that, like pioneers, march forward to clear the route and 

•f" “ face 
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“ face the great eft dangers. The night is their chief time 
" of proceeding, but if it rains by day they do not fail to profit 
by the occaiion, and they continue to move forward in their 
u llow uniform manner. When the fun (bines and is hot upon 
f< the furface of the ground, they make an univerfal halt, and 
“ wait till the cool of the evening. When they are terrified, 
“ they march back in a confuted diforderly manner, holding up 
“ their nippers, with which they lbmetimes tear off a piece of 
“ the (kin, and leave the weapon where they inilieted the 
“ wound. 


** When, after a fatiguing march, and cicaping a thoufand 
“ dangers, for they are fometimes three months in getting to 
“ the (here, they have arrived at their de(lined port, they pre- 
“ pare to call their (pawn. l'or this purpofe the era!) has no 
“ l'ooner reached the (bore, than it eagerly goes to the edge 
c< of the water, and lets the waves walli over its body two or 
“ three times to wafh off the (pawn. The eggs are hatched 
“ under the land; and loon after, millions at a time of the 
“ new-born crabs, arc feen quitting tiie (bore, and (lowly tra- 
4 ‘ veiling up to the mountains.” 


So far Du Tcrtre, as copied by Goldfmith. What follows, 
is from Brown’s Hi (lory of Jamaica. “ 'The old crabs having 
“ diiburthencd thcmfelves” (as above) “ i;..,e:aily regain their 
“ habitations in the mountains by the latter end of June.—In 
“ Augull they begin to fatten, and prepare for moulting; filling 
“ up their burrows with dry grafs, leaves, and abundance or 
“ other materials.—When the proper period comes, each 

O 2 “ retires 
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“ retires to his hole, flints up the paflage, and remains quite 
“ unadtive until he gets rid of his old fliell, and is fully provi- 
“ ilcd with a new one. How lom* thev continue in this flatc 

O * 

“ is uncertain, but the‘fliell is lirfl oblerved to bur ft at the 
“ back and the lides, to give a paflage to the body, and the 
“ animal extrails its limbs from all the other parts gradually 
“ afterwards. At this time the fldli is in the richeA Aate, 
“ and covered only with a tender membranous lkin, variegated 
“ with a multitude of reddifli veins, but this hardens gradually, 
“ and foon becomes a perfect fliell like tile former. It is 
“ however remarkable that, during this change, there are fomc 
“ flony concretions always formed in the bag, which waAe 
“ and diffolve as the creature forms and perfects its new cruA. ’ 


To thefe full and particular accounts I will add, of my own 
knowledge, that many people, in order to eat of this lingular 
animal in the higheA perfection, caufe them to be dug out of 
the earth in the moulting Aate; but they are ufually taken 
from the time they begin to move of themfelves, till they 
reach the fea as already related. During all this time they are 
in fpawn, and if my teAimony can add weight to that of all 
who have written, and all who have feaAed, on the fubjedt, I 
pronounce them, without doubt, one of the choiceA morfels in 
nature. The obfervation therefore of Du Tertre, is neither 
hyperbolical, nor extravagant. Speaking of the various fpecies 
©f this animal, he terms them “ a living and perpetual fupply 
** of manna in the wildernels ; equalled only by the miraculous 
“ bounty of Providence to the children of Ifrael when wander- 
“ ing in the defert. They arc a refource,” continues he, “ to 

“ which 



WEST INDIES. 


i o i 


" which the Indians have at all times refort; for when all C II \ P. 
“ other provifions are fcarce, this never fails them.” ^ * v • 

Such plenty of animal food, had the laviili hand of nature 
enabled the groves and the forefts of thefe highly favoured 
iflands, to furnifli for the ufe of man. The regions of water 
and of air were ftili more copioufly gifted. Happily the in¬ 
habitants of thofe elements, lefs obnoxious to the arts of de- 
ftrudtion than the races that I have deferibed, are yet luflieiently 
numerous to bear witnefs themfelves to the inexhaustible libe¬ 
rality of their almighty Creator.—We may fay in the language, 
of Milton, 

« . . ' - Each creek and bay 

With fry innumerable fwarm, and Ihoals 

Of filh glide under the green wave.- 

■-. -Part fingle, or with mate. 

Graze the fea-weed their pafturc; and thro’ groves 
Of coral ftray, or fporting with quick glance, 

Show to the fun their wav’d coats dropt with gold.. 

While the woods and the mar flies equally abound with wild 
fowl of infinite variety, and exquifite flavour fqj. But of the 

tribes 

(q) The mod delicious bird in the Weil s P the or O&ober-birJ. 

It is the emberlza oryzivora of Linnaeus, or rice-bird of South Carolina; of which 
a dcicription is given by Catelby,—Yet it is remarkable, that they are reckoned 
birds of paiTage in North America as well as in the .Welt Indies. Cateiby ob- 
ierves, that they arrive in Carolina in infinite numbers in the month of Septem¬ 
ber, to devour the rice: they continue there about three weeks, and retire when 
the rice begins to grow hard.—.lie fuppofes their route to be from Cuba to Caro¬ 
lina; but I believe they are not in the iflands till the month of O&obcr.—At 
Waft it is in that month that they vifit Jamaica in prodigious flights, to feed om 

the.' 
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tribes which thefe iflands ftill abundantly furnifh, and from 
whole nature and properties there is no reafon to apprehend 
an extinction of the race, it is not within my province to treat. 
The enumeration that I have made has chiefly extended to fuch, 
as from their fcarcity are feldom noticed by modern naturalifts 
and voyagers, or of which the knowledge and even the names 
arc loft to the prefent inhabitants:—for it has been juftly ob- 
ferved, that what from its antiquity is but little known, has 
from that circiunftance alone the recommendation of novelty. 
I fhall therefore dole my account of the animal creation with 
a defer ip tion of two very curious methods, known to the antient 
Indians, of catching fifh and wild fowl, with which I believe 
the reader will be amufed. 

“ The Indians of Jamaica and Cuba ” (fays Oviedo) “ go a 
“ frilling with the remora , or lucking-fifh, which they employ 
“ as falconers employ hawks. This fifh, which is not above 
“ a fpan long, is kept for the purpofe and regularly fed. The 
“ owner on a calm morning carries it out to fea, fecured to 
“ his canoe by a fmall but ftrong line, many fathoms in length; 
“ and the moment the creature fees a iilli in the water, though 

the-feeds of the Guinea grafs.—According to Catcfby, the hens only arrive in 
Carolina in September. The hen is about the bignefs of a lark, and coloured not 
unlike it in the back ; the bread and belly pale yellow, the bill ftrong and fharp- 
pointed, and fhaped like nv>ft others of the granivorous kind.—The cock’s bill is 
lead colour, the fore part of the head black, the hinder part and the neck of a 
reddifh yellow, the upper part of the wing white, the back next the head black ; 
lower down grey, the rump white, the greateft part of the wing and the whole 
tail black ; the legs aul feet brown in both i'cxcs.—Vide the Yellow Fly-catcher 
of Kdwards, p. 5. 


“ at 
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(t at a great diftance, it ftarts away with the fwiftnefs of an 
“ arrow, and foon fattens upon it. The Indian, in the mean 
“ time, loofens and lets go the line, which is provided with a 
“ buoy that keeps on the furface of the lea, and ferves to 
“ mark the courfe which the remora has taken, and he purfues 
“ it in his canoe, until he conceives his game to be nearly 
“ cxhaufted and run down.—He then, taking up the buoy, 
“ gradually draws the line towards the lliore ■, the remora hill 
“ adhering with inflexible tenacity to its prey., and it is with 
“ great difficulty that he is made to quit his hold. By this 
“ method” (adds Oviedo) “ I have known a turtle caught, of 
“ a bulk and weight which no Angle man could fupport (rj.” 

Their contrivance for catching wild fowl was equally inge¬ 
nious, though pra&nfed I believe by other nations, particularly 
the Chinefe, even at this day. In the ponds to which thefe 
birds refort, they ufed to throw calabaflies (a fpecies of gourd) 

(r) Herrera confirms this account. See alfo !\ Martyr, Decad. i. lih.ii.——« 
Befidcs the turtle, it is faid, that the Indians (the reader may believe it or not) 
fiequently caught the Alanati in the fame manner. This fmgular animal is now 
become very fcarce on the fhores of the Welt India Iflands, hut is Hill fometimes 
caught there, as I myfclf can witnefs. ft is th.c fame which tire French call 
Lamentin .—By the Britifh fearnen it has been named (from a foppofed reiem- 
blance in the head) the Sea-Cow ; and its flefh, which taftes fumeuhat like pork, 
is thought to be very good, both frefh and faked.— lihc animal itfelf is a fort of 
amphibious creature, neither a quadrupedc nor a fifh.— It lias two legs, and is 
covered with hair, and fuckles its young; yet it never leaves the water, but feeds 
©n grafs which grows at the bottom of the fea. It is commonly from ten to 
fifteen feet long, huge and unwieldy, and weighs from twelve to fifteen hunJn.il 
weight. 
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BOOK which float about the water, and which, when accudomed to 
I* them, the fowl would approach without fear. Having fuc- 

ceeded thus far, the fportfman puts one of thefe gourds on his 
head (firft making apertures for the light and the breath) and 
very cautioufly creeps into the water, either gently lvvimming, 
or walking where the dream is lhallow, with his head only 
above th$ water, until he gets among the fowl, when feizing 
one at a time by the feet, and dragging it by a fudden jerk 
under the lurface, he fallens it to his girdle, and thus loads 
him fell' with as many as he can carry away, without creating 
the lead alarm or didurbancc among the red. 

I might now proceed to an enumeration and account of the 
efculent vegetables originally produced in thefe Illands; efpe- 
cially thole mod valuable ones, the Maize, the maniock (sj, and 
the different lpecies of the diofcorca or Yam; of which, and 
the many delicious fruits, the growth of thefe climates, the 
natives without doubt compofed the chief part of their daily 
fupport: but I am here happily anticipated by the voluminous 
collections of fydematical writers ; particularly thofe of Sloane, 
Brown, and Hughes. Neverthelcfs it were to be wifhed, that 
thofe authors had more frequently diferiminated than they ap¬ 
pear to have done, fuch vegetables as arc indigenous, from thofe 
which have been tranfplanted from foreign countries. Nature, 


(s) A lute ingenious writer (Dr. Darwin) lias given it as his opinion, that the 
maniock, or callava, when made into bread, is rendered mild by the heat it 
undergoes, rather than by exprdfing its fuperfluous juice; and I believe the 
obfervation to be jull for Sir Hans Sloane relates, that the juice itfclf, however 
acrimonious in its raw flat:, becomes, when boiled, as innocent and wholcfoinc 
as whey. 


with 
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with moft beneficent intention, has bellowed on diftant CHAP, 
climates and regions many fpccies peculiar to each. This IV. 
variety in her works, is one of the grcatetl incitements to * ^ ~ 

human induftry ; and the progrefs of men in fpreading abroad 
the bleiTings of Providence, adorning and enriching the widely 
feparated regions of the globe with their reciprocal productions, 
as it is one of the moft ufeful employments of our faculties, 
fo it is a fubjeCt which well deferves the notice of the hiftorian, 
and the contemplation of the philofopher ftj. 

But it is now time to quit general defeription for particular 
hiftory, Many objedts indeed are hereafter to be confidered, 
which, being common to all our Weft Indian pofleflions, will 
be comprehenfively difeufled;—but in previoully treating of tho 
origin and progrefs of our national eftablifliments in them, it 
feems proper to difeourfe of each Illand feparately;—and, as 
the moft important, I begin with Jamaica. 

(t) The Weft Indies are much indebted, on this account, to the Eaft, but I 
believe that the firft of all fruits, the anana or pine-apple, was carried from the 
Weft to the Eaft. It was found by Columbus in all the Weft India Iflands, and 
P. Martyr, whofe Decades were chiefly compiled out of Columbus’s Letters to 
King Ferdinand, writes of it as follows : Ahum fruSium fe invihlijftmus rex Fer- 
dinandtts comedijfe fatetur , ab iifdem terris adveflu/n , jquammofum , pi mis nucamen - 
turn adfpetliiy forma colore amulatur , fed mollitie pur mdoprponi , fapore omnem 
fuperat hortenfem fruSlttm : non enim arbor e/l, fed bet ba, carduo perfvnilis , aut 
acantho. Huic et rex ipj'e palmam tribuit. Ex its ego pomis minimi comcdi : quia 
unum tantum e paucis a Hat is reperire tncorruptum, cater is cx long a navigation« 
putrefattis. l^ui in nativofolo recentia ederunt illorum cum admiratione fuavitatem 
extollunt. Who docs not lament that King Ferdinand did not leave a flice for 
his honeft Hiftoriographcr ? The term Anana is, I believe, eaftern: The Weft 
Indian name of this fruit was fan-polo-mie. 
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APPENDIX to BOOK I. 

Containing fome additional obfervations concerning the origin of 

the Charaibes. 

BOOK TJAVING ventured, in the fecond chapter of this book, 
I* li to adopt the opinion of Hornius (a) and other writers, 
who aflign to fome of the natives of America an oriental origin, 
and luppofe that they anciently crolfed the Atlantick Ocean, I 
beg the reader's indulgence while I briefly ftate the evidence 
whereon I attempt to rebuild a fyftem, which it has become 
falhionable, among fome late philofophcrs, to rejed and 
deride. 

So many volumes have indeed already been written, and fo 
much ufelefs learning exhaufted, on the fubjed of the firfl 
peopling America, that I doubt the reader will (brink with dif- 
gufl: from an inveftigation, which perhaps has given rife to as. 
great a number of idle books, as any queftion (fome difputed 
points in divinity excepted) that ever diflraded the attention 
of mankind. 

It may be neceflary therefore to premile, that I mean to 
apply my argument to the Cbaraibe Nation only •, a people 
whofe manners and charaderiftick features denote, as I con¬ 
ceive. 


(a) De originibus Americanis, lib. ii. c. vi. 

& 
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ccive, a different anceftry from that of the generality of the 
American nations. 


APPEN¬ 

DIX. 

l ,-1 


It is not wonderful that the notion of their tranlatlantick 
origin lhould have been treated with derifion.—The advocates 
for this opinion, like the framers of mod; other fyftems, by at¬ 
tempting to prove too much, have gained even lets credit than 
they deferve. In contending that the New World was fir ft 
planted by adventurers from the Old, they univerfally take for 
granted, that fome of thofe adventurers returned, and gave 
accounts of their difcovericsfor they fuppofe that America 
was well known to the Ancients ; that not only the Phenicians 
made repeated voyages thither; but that the Egyptians and 
Carthaginians alfo, voluntarily croffed the Atlantick, and planted 
Colonies, at different periods, in various parts of the New 
Hemifphere. 


In fupport of thefe opinions, quotations have been made 
from poets, philofophers and hiftorians : But if we refledl on 
the limited extent of navigation before the difeovery of the 
compafs; the prevailing direction of the winds between the 
tiopicks; and various other obftruCdions, we may I think very 
confidently determine (notwithstanding the traditions prelerved 
by Plato ; the poetical reveries of Seneca the tragedian, and 
many other paffiges in ancient writers, which admit of various 
interpretations, and therefore prove nothing) that no ve/fel ever 
returned from any part of America before that of Columbus .—This 
conclufion however does by no means warrant us in pronoun¬ 
cing that no veflel ever failed thither from the ancient conti¬ 
nent, either by accident or defign, anterior to that period. That 

P 1 l'uch 
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fuch inftances did a&ually happen, and by what means, I (hall 
now endeavour briefly to point out. 

•There is no circumftance in hiftory better attefted, than 
that frequent voyages from the Mediterranean along the African 
coaft, on the Atlantick Ocean, were made, both by the Pheni- 
cians and Egyptians, many hundred years before the Chriftian 
era. It is true, that almoft all the accounts which have been 
tranfmitted to us, in profane hiftory, of thofe expeditions, are 
involved in obfcurity, and intermixed with abfurdity and fable; 
—but it is the buflnefs of philofophy to feparate, as much as 
poflible, truth from falfehood; and not haftily to conclude, 
becaufe fome circumftances are extravagant, that all are with¬ 
out foundation. We know from indifputable authority, that 
the Phenicians difcovered the Azores, and vifited even our own 
I(land before the Trojan war (b). That their fucceflors the 
Carthaginians, were not lefs diftinguifhed for the fpirit of naval 
enterprize, we may conclude from the celebrated expedition 
of Hanno {cJ who, about 250 years before the birth of our 
Saviour, failed along the African coaft, until he came within 

(b) Procopius, Secretary to Belifarius in the time of Juftinian, mentions in 
his Vandalica, book ii. that there were then (landing in Africa Tingitana, 
(Tangier) two columns erected by the Chananitcs that fled from Jolhua, the 
fon of Nun. Eufebius alfo writes, that thofe Chananites which were driven 
out by the Ifraelites conduced Colonics to Tripoli, in Africa. (Bocbart in 
Canaan, cap. xxiv.)—that they navigated the Weftern Ocean {cap. xxxvi.) 
and were in Gaul and Britain (cap. xlii.) See alfo Sammes’s Phoenician Hif¬ 
tory of Britain. 

(c) This was publifhed with Stephanus de Urbibus, by Berkley, in 1688, and 
in the minor geographers at Oxford. I believe it was firft publilhed .in Greek, 
by Sigifmund Gclcnius, who died in 1 £54. 
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five degrees of the line. It w^.s the Carthaginians who dif- APPEN- 
covered the Canary Iflands, and it appears from the tedimony _ EIX. 
of Pliny (d), that they found in thofe illands, the ruins of great 
buildings, fvcjiigia Rdificiorum) a proof that they had been well 
inhabited in periods of which hidory is blent. 

So far, we have clear hidorical evidence to guide us in our 
refearches. Not lefs clear and certain (though lefs numerous) 
are the accounts of the Phenician navigation, down the Arabian 
Gulph, or Red Sea, to diftant parts of Alia and Africa, in ages 
dill more remote than thofe that have been mentioned. In the 
voyages undertaken by King Solomon, he employed the fiiips 
and mariners of that adventurous and commercial people. With 
their abidance he fitted out fleets from Ezion-geber, a port of 
the Red fea, fuppofed to be the Berenice of the Greeks. Of 
thofe diips, lome were bound.for the wedern coafi of the 
great Indian continent; others, there is reafon to believe, turn¬ 
ing towards Africa, pafled the fouthern promontory, and re¬ 
turned home by the Mediterranean to the port of Joppa. 

In fupport of this account of the flourifhing date of ancient 
navigation in the Arabian Gulph, we have, fird of all, the highed 
authority to refer to j that of the fcripturcs. Next to which, 
we may rank the tedimony of Herodotus, the father of pro¬ 
fane hidory : the truth of whofe well-k'nown relation of a 
Phenician fleet doubling the Cape of Good Hope fix hundred 
years before the birth of Chrifl, was never difputed, I believe, 
until our learned countryman, the author of the late American 

(d) Lib. vi. c. atxxii. dc Fortunatis Irfulis, 

hidory. 
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BOOK hiftory, delivered it as his opinion, that “ all the information 
I. “ we have received from the Greek and Roman authors, of 
L — “ the Phenician and Carthaginian voyages, excepting only the 
“ fhort narrative of Hanno’s expedition before mentioned, is 
“ of fufpicious authority (e)'* 

I shall jquote from Herodotus the paflage alluded to, that 
the reader may judge for himfelfof the veracity of the venerable 
old Grecian. It is as follows. “ Lybia is every where encir- 
“ cled by the fea, except on that fide where it adjoins to Alia. 
“ Pharaoh Neco, King of Egypt (f), made this manifeft. 
u After he had defifted from bis project of digging a canal from 
M the Nile to the Arabian Gulph, he furnilhed a body of Phe- 
“ nicians with fliips, commanding them to enter the Northern 
“ Sea by the Pillars of Hercules ; and fail back by that route 
** to Egypt. The Phenicians therefore failing from the Red 
“ Sea navigated the Southern Ocean: At the end of autumn 
“ they anchored, and going afhore fowed the ground, as thofc 
“ ivho make a Lybian voyage always do , and ltaid the harvelt. 
“ Having cut the corn, they failed. Thus two years having 
“ elapled, they returned to Egypt, palling by the pillars of 
** Hercules; and they reported a cireumdance which I can 

(e) Robertlon’s Hiitory of America, vol. i. p. 9. 

(f) There were two kings of Egypt of this name. The fecond, who is 
generally fuppofed to have ordered the circumnavigation of Africa, was (lain 
in battle by the Aflyrians, I think under the command of Nebuchadnezzar; 
hut an ambiguous phrafe in Herodotus, (corns rather to point out the elder 
Ncco, who was contemporary with Solomon. 

“ fcarcely 
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“ Scarcely credit, though it may gain belief from others, that APP£N- 
“ fating round Lybia the fun rofe on the right hand (g).” D1X. 

Notwithstanding the doubts entertained by Dr. Robert- 
fon refpedting this account, I perceive in it fuch evidence oftruth, 
as to my own mind affords entire conviction.—How could it 
have been known, unlefs from adlual obfervation, that Africa, 
towards the South, was encompaiTed by the fca ? The caution 
with which the venerable hiflorian exprefles himfelf, is remark¬ 
able } and the circumflance that the fun role on the right, is 
deciiive of the main fatt;—for it demonffrates that they had 
then actually doubled the louthern promontory, and were 
fleering in a northerly direction.; the courfe they would 
nccciliirily purfue. 

Dr. Robertfon has fhewn, it is true, that many hiflorians 
and geographers of antiquity, who lived long after the days of 
Herodotus, knew nothing concerning the form and date of the 
louthern parts of Africa.—He obferves particularly that 
Ptolemy, the aflronomcr, fuppofed that this great continent 
flretched without interruption to the South Pole. All this 
however only demonflrates that navigation, like many other 
branches of fcience, flourifhed in one age, and declined in 
another. Herodotus lived 400 years before the birth of our 
Saviour, and Ptolemy 140 years after. Ancient hillory abun¬ 
dantly proves that the Phenicians, and their fuccefl'ors the 

(g) Herod. Melpomene 42. It was alfo the opinion of Eratofhen.cs that the 
outer fca flowed round the earth, and that the Wcftcrn, or Atlantick, and Red 
Seas, were but one ocean. Vide Strabo. B. j. p. 38. See alfo the fame author 
B. 1. p. 28. where it is aliened, that Homer’s Menelaus circumnavigated Africa 
from Gadcs to India. 


Cartha- 
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BOOK Carthaginians, poflefled far greater fkill in naval affairs than 
I. the Greeks, Romans, or any other nation that came after 
— ~ f them, until the fjpirit of naval difcovery revived, and (hone 
with greater luftre than ever, in the fifteenth century. 

From this recapitulation which I have thought neceflary 
to make, though the fubftance of it may be found in a thoufand 
different authors, (commonly blended indeed with much learn¬ 
ed abfurdity and frivolous conje&ure) the reader will clearly 
perceive that the navigation of the Atlantick Ocean, along the 
coaft of Africa, both from the North and the South, and even 
at a confiderable diftance from the land, was well underftood 
and prevailed In very remote ages. Now if we enquire into 
the nature of the winds and currents on the African coaft, and 
refledt on the various cafualties to which fhips at lea arc liable, 
even in the moft favourable feafon of the year ; we rnuft admit, 
that it not only probably happened in fome of thofe ancient 
expeditions, but even that it 'was fcarce pojjtble not to happen , 
that veffels would be driven by fudden gufts, or carried by ad- 
verfe currents, within the verge of the trade-wind; in which 
cafe, if they happened to lole their malls, they muft necefiarily 
run before the wind, towards Brafil, or the Weft Indies. 

Two remarkable accidents cf this nature, precifely in point, 
are recorded by writers of credit, and doubtlefs there are many 
other inftances equally well authenticated, that have efcaped 
my refearch. The firft is related by Glaft, in his hiftory of 
the Canary Iflands, who obferves that a fmall bark, bound 
from Lancerota to Teneriffe, was thus forced out of her courfe, 
and obliged to run before the wind, until Ihe came within two 

days 
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a fubjeft, the inveftigation of which he may perhaps deem a APPEN- 
mere matter of idle curiofity, neither contributing to the im~ ^ 1 X"* 
provement of fcience, nor the comfort of life. 


Here then I conclude: An attempt to trace back the ('ba¬ 
rn i lies of the Weft Indies to their progenitor ;, the firft emigrants 
from the ancient hemb'phere, in order to point out, with an ? 
degree o( preeilhm or probability, tile era of their migration, 
were (like the voyages I have been dtferibing) to venture on a 
vaftand unknown ocean without a com pal's;—anu CC'CT without 
one friendly ftar to guide us through the night of conjecture. 
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days fail of the coaft of Caraccas ; where flic fortunately met APPEN- 
with an Englifh cruifer which relieved her diftrefles, and di- L 1 
reded her to the Port of La Guaira on that coaft. The other —' 

is told by Gumilla, as follows. “ In December 173 1 ,” fays 
this author, “ while I was at the town of St Jofcph, in 
“ Trinidad, a fmall veflel belonging to TenerifFe, with fix fea- 
“ men, was driven into that ifland, by ftrefs of weather. She was 
<f laden with wine ; and being bound to one other of the Canary 
“ Iflands, had provifions for a few days only, which, with their 
“ utmofl care, had been expended a conftderable time; fo that 
“ the crew lived entirely on wine. They were reduced to the 
“ laft extremity, and expeded death every moment, when they 
“ dilcovered Trinidad, and foon afterwards came to an anchor 
“ in that ifland, to the great aftoniflunent of the inhabitants j 
“ who ran in crowds to behold the poor feamen; whofe ema- 
“ dated appearance, would have fufHciently confirmed the 
“ truth of their relation, even if the papers and documents which 
“ they produced, had not put the matter out of all poftible 
“ doubt.” 

To the preceding inftances it may be added, that Columbus 
himfclf, in his fecond expedition to the Weft Indies, found the 
ftern-poft ofavcfTel lyingon the fhore at Guadaloupc;—a cir- 
cumftance which affords a ftrong prefumption that a fhip had 
been in the New World before him. 

Under this head of fortuitous vifits to the American con¬ 
tinent prior to that of Columbus, may likewife be included the 
circumftance mentioned by Martyr, that at a place called 
Quarequa, in the Gulph of Darien, Vafcho Nunez met witli 

Voi.. I. ac'ibny 
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a colony of negroes (d). The enquiry (if any was made) by 
what means they came into that region, or how long they had 
refided in it, and the anfwers to fuch queftions, are not record¬ 
ed by the Spanilh hiflorians ; but from the fmallnefs of their 
number, it was (uppofed they had not been long arrived upon 
that coalh There can be no doubt but that fome accidental 
caufe had tondudted them thither from Africa, and in open 
canoes, of no better conduction than thole of the American 
Indians fej. 

Thu reader will now perhaps conclude, that Dr. Robertlon 
pronounced too haltily, when he obferved w that fuch events,” 
(as thofe that I have mentioned) “ are barely poiTible, and may 

(d) Mancipia ibi nigra repercrunt ex regione diftante a Quarequa, dierum 
fpatio tantum dttorum qua: folos gignit nigritas ct cos fcroccs atquc admodum 
truces.——P. Martyr, Decad. iii. c. i. 

(e) Such accidents in truth are common in all parts of the world. The in¬ 
habitants of Java report their origin to have been from China j the tradition 
among them being that, 850 years ago, their progenitors were driven by a tempeft 
upon that ifland in a Chinefejunk: And we owe the European difeovery of 
Japan to three Portuguefe exiles who were ihipwrecked there in 1542. I be¬ 
lieve that fhips bound from Europe to the Eaft Indies, at a certain (eafon of the 
year generally make for the fonthern coaft of Brafil, in order to fall in with 
the wefterly monfoon, which enables them either to reach the Cape of Good 
Hope, or purfue their route by Madagafcar; for while the eaftern monfoon 
prevails, they are conftantly baffled in their attempts to double the Cape, and 
are driven to leeward towards the coaft of South America. In the year 1626, 
when Sir Dodmore Cotton was lent on an emba/Iy to the Perfian Court, the 
fleet in which he failed was forced by contrary winds within a few leagues of 
the ifland of Trinidad, in the Weft Indies. Sir Thomas Herbert in his ac¬ 
count of this voyage, relates that <l on the firft of June, when they were by 
“ observation in 24® 42' fouth latitude, they met with many fudden gufts and 
“ ftorms which rendered them unable to purfue their courfe, and drove them 
* to leeward joo leagues upon the coaft of Brafil.’’ 
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4t have happened j but that they ever did happen, we have no a V P E N- 
“ evidence, either from the clear teftimony of hiftory, or the 1 *• 

** obfcure intimations of tradition.” This declaration is ft range, ^ 

and the more unexpected, as the learned author had a little 
before related the circumftance of the accidental difeovery of 
Brafil by the Portnguefe, in the year 1500. “ The fuccefsfu! 

“ voyage of Gama to the Eaft Indies” (obferves the hiftorian) 

“ having encouraged the King of Portugal to ft out a fleet, fl> 

“ powerful, as not only to carry on trade, but to attempt con- 
“ queft, he gave the command of it to Pedro Alvarez Cabral. 

** In order to avoid the coaft of Africa, where he was certain of 
“ meeting with variable breezes, or frequent calms, to retard his 
“ voyage, Cabral ftood out to fea, and kept fo far to the Weft, 

“ that, to his furprife, he found himfelf upon the fhore of an 
“ unknown country, in the tenth degree beyond the line. He 
** imagined, at firft, that it was fome ifland in the Atlantick 
“ Ocean hitherto unobserved; but, proceeding along'its coafts 
“ for feveral days, he was led gradually to believe that a coun- 
“ try fo extenfive formed a part of fome great continent. This 
“ latter opinion was well founded. 'The country with which he 
“ fell in belongs to that province in South America now known 
«« by the name of Brafil. He landed ; and having formed a very 
* f high idea of the fertility of the foil and agreeablenefs of the 
“ climate, he took poflefiion of it for the Crown of Portugal, 

“ and difpatched a ftiip to Lifbon with an account of this event, 

“ which appeared to be no lefs important than it was unex- 
“ peCted. Columbus’s difeovery of the New World was the 
“ effort of an aClive genius, enlightened by icience, guided by 
“ experience, and aCting upon a regular plan, executed with no 
“ Jcfs courage than perfeverance. But from this adventure of 

Q^_2 “ the 
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BOOK “ the Portuguefe, it appears that chance might have accom- 
I. “ pliihed that great dciign, which it is now the pride of human 
“ reafon to have formed and perfected. If the fagacity of 
“ Columbus had not conducted mankind to America, Cabral, 
“ by a fortunate accident, might have led them, a few years 
“ later, to the knowledge of that extenfive continent (/)'' 

And certainly, by fome fuch accident, in ages long palled, 
might the ancient Heinifphere have given a beginning to po¬ 
pulation in the New; or at lead: have lent thither the progeni¬ 
tors of that feparate race of people of which I now treat. It 
remains for me however to affign my reafons for particularly 
applying this conclulion to the Charaibes, indead of any other 
of the numerous tribes which inhabit the cadern fide of the im- 
menfe continent of South-America. 

The migration of any people is bed traced by their lan¬ 
guage ; but there is this inconveniency attending this fpecies 
ol evidence, that in reducing a language, merely oral, to writ¬ 
ing, different perfons even of the fame nation, would fometimes 
reprelent the fame found by a very different combination of let¬ 
ters;—much more frequently would this happen, Ihould the 
writers be of didant countries, and confequently habituated to 
various modes of pronunciation and orthography;—but al¬ 
though I am of opinion therefore that vocabularies preferved by 
voyagers feldom afford much certainty of information on a 
comparifon with each other; there are, neverthelefs, in every 
language, many words of which the found is too fimple to bo 
ealily mifunderdood or grofsly milreprefented. 

(f) Hift. America, vol. i. p. 151* 


Thus, 
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Thus, on comparing the Charaibe vocabulary, preferved by A PPE N* 
Rochefort, with the ancient oriental dialects (g)> it is icarce D 1 X. 
poiiible to doubt that the following words ufed by the Charaibes, 
had their origin in the Old Hemifphere, and we may readily 
believe that many inftances of a iimilar nature might be addu¬ 
ced, but for tlie caufe I have affigned, namely, the different 
modes which different perfons would ncceffarily adopt, each 
according to his own perception of the found, of reducing the 
fame words to writing j thus creating a perplexity which it is 
now too late to difentangle. To 


Ckarjibc. 

Meaning in French, accord¬ 

Wards having the j 

r jme meaning in the Meaning in Eng- 


ing to Rochefort* 

Oriental dialrfh. l.jb. 

Liani 

Sa femme 

mn 'b [Li Hene] His -wife 

Yenc-neri 

Ma femme 

mn Ain [Hene Hera ni] My nvife 

H.*.c yete 

Venez ici 

Sam. flT A A Kii It- [Aca ati] Come bit bag 
nu vpr~ Qir 1 . 

Kai bet 

Maifon publique 

cr 

n*a mp 

( jj • n n attt a hou/e 
° r f ^ Ajjonbly boufts 

_ or* J 

Encka 

Collier 


pJP [Onq] Necklace cr col¬ 
lar 

Yene kali 

Mon Collier 

’Vh pjrn [E’Onq ali] My necklace 

Hue-Hue 

Du bois 

C.ild : it# [Oii] Wood 

Nora 

Ma peau 

> J 

i mr [Cur ni] My J!:in 

"N.ine-goaete 

Je fim malade 

*nniiO [Nanceheti] 1 amJ'nk 

11:,lea libou 

Sois le bien venu 

n'tan nn> [Yt 

iiu li e triibou] Good be to you 

Pi.uubae 

Souffle 


ms [Phouhc] To blew 

'iYub.iua ora 

Couverture dc Maifon 

mp rm " 

[i/i lino Uin ] Poij' f a botfi 

I5 i' ou boukaa 

. Va t’en 

q«n ton 

( b' o u i li o i • a k ] Go tl_ v ■ vaj 

B:uU 

Manee 

O 

Cald rraa T.,t 

AC.a. 

Manner 


Vzn [ Akl] To eat 

E \::\iri 

Mo.i nest 


im [ Neiieri] The note 


N ' u banian Doune moi a boirc 3 uru [Natoni barnenj Give me ncurijb- 

[mr.t, 

(t>) Vo: this illuftration, and other affiftance in the ccurfe of this enquiry, I am 
indebted to a Earned friend; by whom I am informed (being myfclf unacquainted 

with 
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To the proofs arifing from language, I (hall add another.— 
We have feen from Herodotus, that the Phenicians in their 
African voyages were accuftomed to land on the Arabian and 
Lybian coafts, and taking pofl'eflion of a fpot of ground fit for 
their purpofe, they proceeded to plough up and low it with corn, 
and waited until it came to maturity ;—thus providing them- 
ielves with* food for a long navigation. This practice muft 
doubtlefs have given rife to difputes and conflicts between the 
intruders and the inhabitants. Now :t is remarkable that the 
word Charaibcj in the Arabic language, fignifies, as I am in¬ 
formed, a robber or deftroyer, an appellation which we may be¬ 
lieve was frequently beftowed by the natives on the invaders of 
their country (h ). 


with the oriental languages) that the Samaritan, and old Phenician, the Syriac, 
Chaldee and Hebrew, are all dialects of one language; differing but little from 
each other, except in their letters. The Hebrew agrees lefs with the other dialeAs 
than the reft, but is now printed in the fame chara£ter with the Chaldee. They 
all form a noun in the fame manner except the Hebrew, which prefixes (S) to 
form the genitive cate, and J“tN (afr) to form the accufative; all the others ufe 
1 (D) and JV (it). 

(h) Leri, and fome others, fpeak of th c Charaibes as priefts or prophets found 
in Braftl. Rochefort makes Charaibe a national name. Thcfe words are 
oriental, founding alike, but fpelt differently; and of a different meaning: 
The priefts may be called 31 p as men who offer pip xoffav an offering, 
xoc >!?*{ is the Greek word for a prieft of Cybcle, unde Corybantes. 
mm 1 ? pip D 30 H'lp 1 ' ’*? Leviticus i. 2. But if the national name be derived 
from their warlike and predatory way of life, then we may derive it from iin 
the verb Chaldee. Syr. Arab, to lay wajh. The noun fignifies a fword or fpear 
2nd ram Sam. War. This explanation was given me by the friend mentioned 
in the preceding note. 


The 
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The teftimony arifing from a fimilarity of manners, though p E N 
far lefs conclufive than the evidence of language, is furcly, in the DI X. 
prefent cafe, not without its force. That many of the cuftoms —v— 

of the caftern nations prevailed among the Charaibes, I have, I 
think, fufficiently demonftrated, to thofe at leaft who are ac¬ 
quainted with oriental hiftory, in the fecond chapter of this 
work. Of fomc of thofe cuftoms, the refemblance was probably 
fortuitous, and a fimilarity of climate and fit nation, might have 
given rife to others j but when very fingular practices prevail 
between diftant nations, which are neither founded in nature 
nor climate, nor proceed from fituation and rank in the fcale of 
^refinement, the coincidence can fcarcely be deemed accidental. 

Thus, among other cuftoms equally remarkable, it has been re¬ 
lated that the Charaibes buried their dead in a cowering pofture, 
with the knees to the chin. That this was an ancient practice 
of fome of the eaftern nations appears from the authorities of 
Herodotus and Cicero j the former recording the exiftencc of it 
among the Nafamones, a people who inhabited the countries 
between Egypt and Carthage ; and die latter relating the fame 
circumftance of the ancient Periians. I am inclined to believe 
that this practice prevailed alfo in the country and age of the 
patriarchs —for how otherwife are we to underftand the ferip- 
iurephrafe of gathering up the feet of the dying? 

** And ’when Jacob had made an end oj commanding his fons y 

“ IIE GATHERED UP HIS FEET INTO THE RED, and 

* yielded up the ghoft 


(i) Gen. c, xlix. v. 33. 


Equally 
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BOOK Equally prevalent among the Charaibes, and many of the 
f ancient nations of the Old Hemifphere, were the fuperilitious 
rites of (hortening the hair and wounding the flefli, in religious 
ceremonies and lamentations for the dead. That thefe practices- 
were ufual among the heathens, fo early as the days of Moles, 
is evident from the injunction which the Lord laid on the chil¬ 
dren of I Intel to avoid them. “ Tejhall not round the corners of 
“ your bead, neither Jhalt thou mar the corners of thy beard. Ye 
“ fall not make any cuttings in your fiejh for the dead, nor print 
“ any marks upon you(k)." Again,—“ Ye are the children of 
“ the Lord, year Cod: Ye Jhall not cut yourfelves , nor make any 
“ baldnefs between your eyes for the dead (l Among the hea¬ 
thens however the fame ceremonies were dill continued; for 
in Samaria, in the days of Ahah, King of Iliad, it is recorded 
of the prophets of Baal than, j lS worth ipping their idol, “ they 
“ cried aloud and cut thenjelees after th.ir manner w 'eh knives 
“ and lances till the blood gufie ' vat upon them(m)." 


But perhaps the inftance the mod appofite and ill 
was tlie habit among the Charaibes of chewing the be tele, pre¬ 
paring it with calcined (hells prcciiely after the manner of the 
Indians in the Eaft;—a circumilance, which, though recorded 
by P. Martyr (n), had efcaped my rdearchcs, until it waS 
pointed out to me by Mr. Long. Some other reiemblances 
almoit equally (Iriking, might he collected; but the reader will 
probably tlnnk that more than enough has already been faid on 


(!■) Lcvit. c. xix. v. 27. 

(m) 1 Kin;/.-, c. xviii. v. 2#. 

§ 


a fubjed. 


(I) Dcilf. c. xiv. V. I. 
(h) Dtciid. \ ai. c. vi. 
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The Britifh Colonies in the Weft Indies. 


BOOK II. 

JAMAICA (a). 


CHAP. I. 

Difcovery of Jamaica fry ^Columbus.—His return in 1503.— 
Spirited proceedings of his fon Diego y after Columbus's death.— 

*Takes pojfejjton of Jamaica in j 509.— Humane condutt of 
Juan de Efquivel , the firji Governor.—Efiablijhment and 
defertion of the town of Sevilla Nucva.—Dejlruhiion of the 
Indians.—St. Jago de la Vega founded.—Gives the title of 

Marquis 

(a) It may be proper to obferve, that the governor of Jamaica is Riled in 
his commiffion Captain-general, &c. of Jamaica and the territories thereon depending 
in Jmerifa. By thefe dependencies were meant the Brit&x Cettlements on 

R % the. 
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Marquis to Diego's fn Lemis, to inborn the JJland is granted 
in perpetual Jovereigu/y —Defeends to his Jifter Jfabe/la, mho 
conveys her rights by marriage to Houfe of Brnganza 
Reverts to the croivn of Spain , in 1640 .—Sir Jhithony Shirley 
invades the If!and in 1596, and Col. faeijon in 1638. 


BOOK "FAMAICA had the honour of being difeovered by Chrif- 
topher Columbus, in his fecond expedition to the New 
World. In his former voyage he had explored the north- 
eaftern part of Cuba, proceeding from thence to Iliipaniolaj 
but he had returned to Europe in doubt whether Cuba was 
an illand only, or part of fome great continent, of which he 
had received obfeure accounts from the natives. To fatisfy 
Jiimfelf in this particular, he determined, foon after his arrival 
a fecond time at Hifpaniola, on another voyage to Cuba, by 
a fouth-wefterly courfe, and, in purfuance of this refolution, 
on the 24th of April, 1494, Columbus failed from the Port 

the Mufquito fhore, and in the bay of Honduras: But his jurifdiction over 
tnofe fettlements having been imperfectly defined, was feidom acknowledged 
by the fettlcrsj except when they wifhed to plead it in bar of the authority- 
claimed by their rcfpective fuperintendants. On luch occafions they admitted 
fttperior jurifdi£tion in the governor of Jamaica, and applied to him for comm if* 
Rons civil and military. As both (he fettlements were furrendered to the crown 
of Spain by the Spanifh convention figned at London on the 14th of July 1786, 
it comes not within the plan of my work to enter on a difplay of their part or 
prefent ftate. I formerly drew up a memorial concerning the fettlement on the 
JVlufquito-fhorc, wherein an account was given of the country, its inhabitants and 
productions, am! the queftion between Great Britain and Spain, as to the territo- 
torial right, pretty fully difcuiled. This memorial having been laid before the 
Houfe of Commons in 1777 (by Governor Johnftone) was foon afterwards 
publlifted in Aluion’s Parliamentary Rcgifter. Vol. V. 

9 


of 
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of Ifabella, with one fhip and two {hallops. On Tuefday the C H A P. 
29th, he anchored in the harbour of St. Nicholas. From B 
thence he eroded over to Cuba, and coaftcd along the fouthern 
lide of that I (land, furrounded by many thoufand canoes filled 
with Indians, whom curiofity and admiration had brought 
together. In this navigation, on Saturday the 3d of May, he 
difeovered, for the firft time, the high lands of Jamaica on 
the left, and probably learnt its name (the name which it Hill 
retains fhj from feme of the Indians that followed him. As 
this was new difeovery, and many of the fenrnen were willing 
to believe that it was the place to uhich they had been for¬ 
merly directed by the Indians of the Bahama Blands as the 
country moll abounding in gold, Columbus was calily perluad- 
ed to turn his courfe towards it. He approached it the next 
day, and, after a flight contcfl with the natives, which ended 
however in a cordial reconciliation, he took poffefiion of the 
country, with the ul'ual formalities. 

But it was not until tile fourth and lad voyage of Columbus, 
a voyage undertaken by s this great navigator, after he had 
fullered a feverer trial from the bale ingratitude of the Country 
and Prince in whofe fervice he laboured, than from alibis patt 
toils, dangers and inquietudes, that Fe learnt more of Jamaica; 
which, as it had the honour of being fi' ft. d;lc overeci by him, n.ne 
years before, had now the Hill greater honour of affording him 

(b) P. Martyr. F. Columbus. The early Spaniih hiftorians wrote th vord 
Xaymaca . It is laid to have fignihed, inf he language of the natives, u miry 
abounding in /prims. Columbus having at hr it named the iflan-J Si. Jagoy Olu- 
mixon, anu fume other writers, erroneoully fuppofe thiit Jum./tca was the aug¬ 
mentative of James, 


Bielter 
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BOOK ffieltcr from ffiipwreck. For, on the 24th of June 1503, being 
on his return to Hifpaniola from Veragua, he met with fuch 
tempeffiious weather as compelled him, after lofing two of his 
fliips, to bear away in the utmoffc diltrefs for this illand. With 
great difficulty, he reached a little harbour on the north fide (c) 
where he was forced to run aground the two veffels that were 
left him, to prevent their foundering. By this difafler, his fliips 
were damaged beyond the poffibility of repair, and he had low 
the melancholy reflection tfiat his miferies and his life would 
probably terminate together. During the fpace of twelve months 
and four days, that he remained in this wretched f tuation, he 
had new dangers to furmount, and unaccui turned trials for the 
exercife of his fortitude. His people revolted, the Indians 
deferred him, and the Governor of Hifpaniola not only refufed 
to relieve, but with monftrous and unexampled barbarity, 
aggravated his misfortunes by outrage and mockery. All thefc 
occurrences however, together with the dexterity with which 
he availed himfclf of the luperflition of the Indians, by the cir¬ 
cumstance of an eclipfe, and the mean^.whereby his deliverance 
was at length effected, having been recounted by a thoufand dif¬ 
ferent hiltorians, need not be repeated by me. The hardfhips 
he fuffered on this occafion, and his Sovereign’s ingratitude to¬ 
gether, proved too mighty for his generous fpirit: he funk 
under them, foon after his return to Spain j leaving however a 
name not to be extinguished, but with that world whofe boun¬ 
daries he had extended (d). 

• After 

(c) Called to this day, Don Cbrijlopher's Cove . 

(A) T here is preferved among the Journals of the Hon. Council in 
Jamaica, a very old volume in MS. confifting of diaries and reports of Go¬ 
vernors, 
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After the death of its illuftrious difcoverer, the tranf- 
afrions of the Spaniards, during a century and a half, in 
the fettlement of Jamaica, have fcarccly obtained the notice 
of hiilory. Happy indeed it would have been for their na¬ 
tional chara&er, if the records of many of their more exten- 
fivc enterprifes, during the fame period, were veiled in equal 

darknefs, 

▼ernors, which relate chiefly to the proceedings of the army and other tranfu&ions 
in the ftrft fettlement of the colony. In this book is to be found the tranfl.ition 
of a letter to the King of Spain, laid to be written by Columbus during his con¬ 
finement on this Ifland. As it appears to me to hear marks of authenticity, I 
fliall prefent it to my readers. It was written probably about eight months after 
the departure of his meflengcr Diego Mendez, who had attempted to reach Hif- 
paniola in an Indian canoe. Hearing nothing from him in that interval, Columbus 
feems to have relinquifhed every hope of relief, and to have written this letter in 
an hour of defpondency, not as having any probable means of lending it to Spain, 
but on the idea that it would be found after his death.—It is as follows : 

A Letter from Chriftopher Columbus, in Jamaica, to King Ferdinand. 

u Jamaica, 1504. 

« Diego Mendes, and the papers I font by him, will fhew your Highnefs what 
rich mines of gold I have difcovVcd in Vcragua, and how I intended to have 
left my brother at the river Bel in, if the judgments o r Heaven and the groateft 
misfortunes in the world had not prevented it. However it is fufEcient that your 
Highnefs and your fuccefl'ors will have the glory and advantage of all, and that 
the full dif overy and fettlement are referred for happier perions than the unfortu¬ 
nate Columbus. If God be fo merciful to me* as ro conduct Mendes to Spain, 
I doubt not but he will convince your Highnefs and my great mi ft refs that this 
Will not only be a Cajlile and Leon, but a difeovery of a world of fubjeCts, lands 
and wealth, greater than man’s unbounded fancy could ever comprehend, or 
avarice itfelf covet: but neither he, this paper, nor the tongue of mortal man can 
exprefs the anguifh and afflictions of my body and mind j nor the mifery and 
dangers of my Ion, brother and friends ! Already have wc been condned ten 
§ months 


CHAP. 

I. 

.-.—...j 




!28 


HISTORY OF THE 


B O O K 
11 . 


darkncfs, or configncd to everlafling oblivion : happier ftill, 
if their fplendour had been tranfmitted to poflerity through a 

purer 

months in this place, lodged on the open decks of our fhips, tint arc run. on {hore 
and lafltcd together; thofe of my men that were in health have r.uitin.:d unde:- the 
Porras’s of Seville, my friends that were faithful are nwfiiv lick . i d cUing, we 
have confumcd'the Indians’ provifions, fo that they aband'-n us 3 all chiueloa. arc 
like to perixh by hunger, and thefe miferies are ac coni punted v fo ovtnv aggia- 
vating circumftances, that render me the mode wretJuu ub-j .-I misloitunc, 
this world fhail ever fee; as if the dilplenfure of Heaven fivoiiicu the envy of 
Spain, and would punifli as criminal thoie undertakings /u.i bifccvorics which 
former ages would have acknowledged a: great and n.i r-vorious actions ' (Joed 
Heaven, and you holy faints that dwell it; it, let th>. K -ug Dan Pet din.- nd and my 
illuftrious miftrefs Donna Ifabella know, that my zeal lot their fervicc and ; nte. ' 
hath brought me thus low; for it is impotTtble to live and have afflictions equal to 
mine. I fee, and with hoiror apprehend, my own, and, for my fake, my unfortu¬ 
nate and defervitig peoples’ deftru&ion. Alas, piety and juftice have retired to 
their habitations above, and it is a crime to have undertaken and performed too 
much ! As my mifery make: my life a burthen to nyyfelf, fo I fear the empty titles 
of Vice-Roy and Admiral,render me obnoxious to the hatred of theSpanifh nation. 
It is viftble that all methods arc adopted to cut the thread that is breaking ; for I 
am in my old age, o -prefled wi:.h infupportable pains of the gout, and am now 
languifhing and expiring with that and other infirmities, among favages, where I 
have neither medicines nor provifions for the‘body, prieft nor facrament for the 
foul. My men in a fiate of revolt; my brother, my fon,and thofe that are faithful, 
fick, ftarving and dying; the Indians have abandoned us, and the Governor of 
Saint Domingo, has fent rather to fee if I am dead, than to fuccour us, or carry 
me alive from hence ; for his boat neither delivered a letter, nor fpokc with, nor 
would receive any letter from us; fo I conclude your Highnefs’s officers intend that 
hr re my voyages and life fhould terminate. O bleflcd mother of God, that com- 
patflonates the miferable and opprefled, why did not cruel Hovadilia kill me when 
he robbed me and my brother of our dearly purchafed gold, and fent us to Spain 
in chains without trial, crime or fhadow of mifeonduct ? Thefe chains are all 
the treafures I have, and they (hall be bvried with me, if I chance to have a Coffin 
or grave; for I would have the remembrance of fo unjuft an aftion perifh with me, 

and, 
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purer medium, and not, as now, let vim* chiefly to render viitble 
the vices and enormities that furround and debate them ! 


C H A P. 

, I. 

..j 


The few particulars of their progrcls which, by diligent 
Election, aided by traditionary memorials, I have been able to 
collect, I fhall now prefent to my readers. 

and, for the "lory of the Spaniih name, be eternally forgotten. Let it not bring a 
ftuthcr infamy on the Caftiliian name, nor let ages to come know', there were 
wretches fo vile in this, that think to recommend themfelvcs to your majeftv by 
deftroying th•: unfortunate and mifcrablc Chriitopher Columbus; not for his 
crimes, but for his fcrvices in di(covering and giving Spain a new world. As it 
was Heaven itfelf that inlpired and conducted me to it, the Heavens will weep for 
me, and Ihcw pity ! Let the earth, and every foul in it, that loves jullice and 
merev, weep for me ! And you, O glorified Saints of One!, that know my inno- 
ccncy and fee my fufferings here, have mercy ! for though this prefent age is en¬ 
vious or obdurate, furely thofe that arc tp conic will pity me, when they are told 
that Chriilopher Columbus, with his own fortune, ran the hazard of his own and 
his brother’s lives, and, with little or no expence to the Crown of Spain, in ten 
years, and four voyages, rendered greater fcrvices than ever mortal man did to 
prince or kingdom, yet was left to perilh, without being charged with the leall 
crime, in poverty and mifery; all but his chains being taken from him; fo that 
he who gave Spain another wofcd, had neither fafety in it, nor yet a cottage for 
himlelf, nor his wretched family : l^it, (houhl Heaven Hill perfeeute me, and lean 
difpleafed with what I have done, as it the difeove;y of this new world may be fatal 
to the old, and as a punilhmetit bring hiy life to a period in this mifcrablc place, 
yet do you, good angels, you that fuccour the epprelied and innocent, bring this 
paper to my great milfrefs. She knows how much J have done, and will believe 
what I have fullered for her glory and fervice, and will be fo juit and pious as not 
to let the children of him that has brought to Spain Uxrh immenfe riches, and added 
to it vaft and unknown kingdoms and empires, want bread, or lubliil only on 
adms. She, if fhe lives, will confidcr that cruelty and ingratitude will bring down 
the wrath of Heaven, fo that the wealth I have difeovered, Hull be the means of 
ftirring up all mankind to revenge and rapine, and the Spaniih nation fuficr here¬ 
after, for what envious, malicious and ungrateful gcople> do now. 

Voe. I. S 


Aeout* 
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BOOK About fcventecn years had elapfed after the Spaniards had 
firft fixed themfelves in Hifpaniola, before they feem to have 
entertained any ferious defign of fending forth a colony to pof- 
fcfs itfdf of Jamaica. As this illand produced neither gold nor 
lilver, it leans to have been neglected as unworthy further 
notice ; and perhaps it might have continued a few years 
longer .the peaceful feat of innocent fimplicity, but for the bate 
ingratitude of King Ferdinand, towards the family of Colum¬ 
bus. This great man, after his return to Spain in 1504, was 
compelled to employ the dole of his days in fruitlels and iik- 
fome folicitation at the court of an unthankful and unleeling 
monarch j who meanly fullered him to be cruelly defrauded 
of the rights and privileges originally granted to him ; and 
which he had fo dearly and fo nobly earned. His fon Diego, 
the heir of his fortunes, fucceeded to the fame debafing ne- 
cellity, till, at length, wearied out with frivolous and unprincely 
excufes, he inftituted a memorable procefs againft his fovcrcign 
before the council of the Indies at Seville ; and this court, 
with a firmnels and virtue that cannot be fufiiciently ap¬ 
plauded, decided in favour of his pretenfions. After a mi¬ 
nute and folemn inveftigation of his claims, the council pro¬ 
nounced him hereditary viceioy and high admiral of all the 
countries and illands dilcovered by his father. They decreed, 
that he was inverted with a jurifdidtion over them fimilar to 
that of the high admiral of Caftille ; that he was entitled to a 
tenth part of all the gold and lilver that might thereafter be 
found in thofc territories; and they adjudged him various 
other prD leges and immunities, of vaft extent and autho¬ 
rity. But the king, notwithstanding this diftinguilhed and 
9 competent 
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competent recognition of his rights, confirmed to him only the CHAP, 
title and authority of governor and admiral of Hifpaniola; and I. 
even of this diminifhed command, it is probable he would have — - J 
been deprived, if he had not fortunately rtrengthened his fil¬ 
tered: by an illuftrious marriage (e). The gallant youth, ne- 
verthelefs, flill boldly perfirted in his claim to the full exercife 
of all the rights and authority, which had been fo recently de¬ 
creed to belong to him; and fliortly afterwards, accompanied 
by a numerous and fplendid retinue, embarked for his govern¬ 
ment, refolved to enforce his pretentions. 

He arrived in Hifpaniola in the month of July 1508, but 
had very foon the mortification to difcover that the king had 
actually inverted in two other perfons (Alonzo de Ojeda and 
Diego dc Nicuerta) not only two ieparate and di Hindi go¬ 
vernments, which comprehended all the continent as far as it 
had been difeovered by Chrirtopher Columbus, but had alio 
included the ifland of Jamaica, as a joint appendage to, and 
.place of refreihment witjiin, the jurifdidlion of each. Thefe ap¬ 
pointments Diego Columbus conlidered as a manifeft violation 
of his own rights, and ftrenaiouily contended for the exclu- 
five privilege of nominating, im particular, to the governments 
of Veragua and Jamaica, the prior difeovery of both thole 
countries by his father being a circunirtance of uni verbal no¬ 
toriety. To fecure his claim to Jamaica, in the month of 
November 1 509, he fent thither Juan de Elquivel, with about 
feventy men. Efquivel had acquired the reputation of a 


(e) He married Mary de Toledo^ daughter to Ferdinand de Toledo , grand com¬ 
mander of Leon, who was brother to Frederick duke of Ana. 

S 2 gallant 
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BOOK galkm* Soldier, and it is flill more to his honour, that he was 
II. one of the very few Caflillians, who, a mid if all the horrors of 
'■* bloodflied and infcdlious rapine, were diftinguifhed for gene- 
roiity and humanity. An eminent inftance of his great nets of 
mind is thus recorded by Herrera.—About the time that he 
failed from Hifpaniola to take pofieliion of his new govern¬ 
ment pf Jamaica, his competitor Ojeda was on his departure 
to the continent. Ojeda violently op poll d the intended ex¬ 
pedition of Efquivel, and publickly threatened that if he iho.dd 
find him at Jamaica, on his return from the comment, he 
would hang him up as a rebel. It happened that Op da s 
voyage was unfortunate in the highetl degree; for, after lwf- 
taining a ieries of calamities altogether without example, he 
was fliipwrecked on the Coall o*f Cuba, and was in clanger of 
miferably perifhing for want of food. In his difhefshe called 
to mind that Efquivel was in Jamaica, and he was now re¬ 
duced to the fad extremity of imploring fuccour from the 
very man whofe dcldruflion lie had meditated; but the mag¬ 
nanimous Efquivel was no fooner made acquainted with the 
fufferings of his enemy, than he forgot all his relcntment. 
He immediately fent over to Cuba, Pedro de Narvcz, an oiheer 
of rank, to conduct Ojeda to Jamaica. Efquivel received 
him with the tendered; fympathy, treated him during his 
flay with every poflible mark of cliilinOtion and relpcft, and 
provided him with the means of a Ipeeiy and fife convey¬ 
ance to Hifpaniola. It is pleating to add, that Ojeda was not 
ungrateful to his benefodtor. 

Under fueh a man, it is reafonable to fuppofe that the 
yoke of fubjeftion fat light and eafy c.u the natives of Ja¬ 
maica, 
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maica, and that the ravages of conqueft were retrained within CHAP, 
the limits of humanity. Accordingly, the Spanifli hiftorians 1 - 
bear the moil honourable teftimony to his virtuous aud gentle J 

admin filiation.—“ The affairs of Jamaica (lays Herrera) went 
“ on profpcroufly, becaufc Juan de Efquivel having brought 
** the natives to fubmiflion 'without any cjj'ujion of blood, they 
“ laboured in planting cotton, and raifing other commo- 
“ dities which yielded great profit.” This praife is the 
more valuable becaufc it is almofl peculiar to Elquivcl, 
who alone fcems to have been fen Able of the abominable 
wickedncfs of viliting diffant lam's only to defolate them; 
and of converting the Indians to Chriffianity by cutting 
tlveir throats. How many noble qualities, in fome of his 
cotemporaries, were tarnifhed by cruelty and rapine, or un¬ 
happily blended with a mifguided and frantic zeal for re¬ 
ligion, that rendered their poflelTors flill more remorfclefs 
and lavage ! 

Esquivel continued in his office but a few years. He 
died in his government, and was buried at Sevilla Nucva, a 
town which he had founded. lie was probably i'ucceeded by 
governors of a far different oharatter, who, it is to be feared, 
foon began to fpread among the wu-tchcd natives the fame 
hotnble carnage that was now dciblating Ilifpmiiola. It ap¬ 
pears that Francis de Garay held the* chief command in 1523, 
fmee in that year lie fitted out an expedition from this illand 
for the conqueft of Panuco, a territory which Cortes, un¬ 
known to Garay, had already annexed to the Spanifli domi¬ 
nion. In this expedition were employed nine fliips and two 

brigantines. 


1 
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BOOK brigantines, and there were embarked in it 850 Spaniards, and 
II. a conliderable body of Jamaica Indians, and 144 horfes. Such 
“ v J a force, if collected chiefly within the ifland, proves that a 
great progrefs had been made in its fettlement and po¬ 
pulation during the thirteen years that the Spaniards had been 
in pofleflion of it. As Efquivel had cdabiilhed the feat of 
government near to the fpot which had been honoured by the 
refidence of Columbus after his fhipwrcck in 1503, it may 
be prefumed that the town of Sevilla Nueva was now become 
of fome confideration. This town, as we are informed by Her¬ 
rera, was founded on the feire of an ancient Indian village, 
called Maima (jJ, and near to the port named hy Columbus 
Santa Gloria (now St. Ann’s Harbour) and the daily accef- 
fion of new inhabitants would naturally extend the bounda¬ 
ries of the capital, till the rude village, confiding at fir It of 
a few temporary huts, mull have increafed to a place of im¬ 
portance. Religion too, in all the Spanilh territories, very 
loon forced architecture into her fervice; for, by a lamentable 
inconlillency in the human mind, thefe dedroyers of their fel¬ 
low creatures were wonderfully exad in the obfervance of all 
the outward ceremonies of divine /Jvorlhip. With hands yet 
reeking in the blood of murdered innocence, they could ered 
temples to the Almighty, and implore that mercy from Hea¬ 
ven, which they had juft denied to the miferable vidims of 

(f) Mamhe. There is a bay a little to the caftward, which is ealjed 

at this hour A’-.mcc Bay. The ground on which Sevilla Nueva was built, is 
now chic?;- the propei'y of Mr. Homing, who has a large fugar plantation 
the;eon. It is called Sc vdlle Plantation; and the ruins of the ancient town are 
ftill vCblc in foTc of tnc cane-fields. It defeended to hitn from his anceftor 
Captain Heming, an of icer in Cromwell’s army. 


their 



WEST INDIES. 

their cruelty and rapine. Among other codly buildings a ca¬ 
thedral and monastery were defigncd, and the foundations of 
both were vilible not long ago, as many or the ruins are at 
this day. Peter Martyr of Angleria, the author of the De¬ 
cades, being appointed abbot and t hief niillk nary of the 
ifland. A fort was alio eroded, the remains of which, as 
well as of the cathedral, were infj eded by Sloane in 1688, 
who relates, that a pavement was difcovcred at the diftance of 
two miles from the church; a circutr.dance that may give us 
fome idea of the extent of the cii.y in the days cf its prospe¬ 
rity. The wed gate of the cathedral dcod enjidR^n 1688, 
and difplayed, in the judgment of Sloane, ver y < 5 xcenent work- 
mandiip; but it was his opinion that the building was never 
compleated; for he obferved feveral arched dones that mud 
have been defigned for it, which apparently had never been 
put up (g). lie likewife difcovcred, in the f:me condition, 
materials for a capital manfion, probably intended for ihe pa¬ 
late of the governor. From thefe circumdances, the tradi¬ 
tion which dill prS^jls in the ifland, that the Spanifli inha- 


(s) u Over the door (of the wc'^gate) was a carving of our Saviour’s head 
with a crown of thorns between two a:'g,’-; on the right tide a f nail round 
figure of fome faint, with a knife Jiuck into t. is .. ( )n the left a Virgin Wary 

or Madona, her arm tied in three places, Spaniili fuhio.i. (;vet the gat,, under 
a coat of arms, this infcripcion : 

Petrus. Martir. Ab. Aivjeria. Italus. Civis Medio an ;n. [’:• tVm. Apos. Hujus. 
Infule. Abbas. Senatus. Indici. Confdiaiius, ...... Primus. /Lciem. 

Hanc. Bis. Igne. Comumptam, Latenuo. lit. Qiudrato. Lapiue. Primus. 
A. Fundamcntis. Etruxit.’* 

SiOAN 

bitants 
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birai.^s 

natives, 

truth. 


of S:\ihe were at tome period, in their wars with the 
entirely iyul luiacoly cut eft', is probably founded in 
Slo.tne, indeed,- re! ties that fome of the Siuniih 


plant: rs, who had retired to Cuba, ailigned very different rea- 
lbn.s for the ddlrtion of this part of the country, alledging, 
that a vilitation of innumerable ants had deftroyed all their 
provilio’n grounds, and that the lituation of the capital was ill 
adapted for the purpofes of their commerce. Thefc reafons 
might poffibly have operated againft the re-eftablifhment of 
the place ; but were not, I think, of fufficient efficacy to induce 
a whole body of people, the inhabitants of a growing capital, 
fuddenly to remove their families and effects, and voluntarily 
fubmit to the labour of building an entire new town, in a 
very diftant and wholly uncultivated part of the country. It 
is certain, that the town of Seville was not buffered to fall 
gradually to decay; but was depopulated while it was yet 
in an unfinifhed Rate, many years before the conqucfl of 
the Ifland by the Englifh (h). Neither (if this tradition of 
its cataftrophe were true) could a jvff account he expected, 
from the defeendants of men, who dclervedly brought deftruc- 
tion on themfelves ; fince the recital of their fate would agaui 
have brought the deeds alfo of cheir anceftors to remembrance, 
and they were deeds of darknefs, too mournful to contemplate j 
too dreadful to be told ! 


( b) See the account of Jamaica tranfmitted to Cromwell by general V enables, 
preferred in Thurloe’s ft ate papers, vol. iii. p. 545 > wherein lie fpcaks ot Seville 
as a town that had exifted in times pajl. And Sloane relates that when the 
Englifh took the ifland, the ruins of this city were overgrown with wood and 
turned black with age. He faw timber-trees growing within the walls of the 
cathedral, upwards of ftxty feet in height. Sloane Hilt. Jamaica, Vol. i. p. 66. 

Both 
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Both ancient tradition, and recent difeoveries, give too CHAP, 
much room to believe that the work of dedrudion proceeded f 
not lefs rapidly in this Ifland, after Efquivcl’s death, than in ' ”" v 
Hifpaniola j for to this day caves arc frequently di(covered in 
the mountains, wherein the ground is covered, aimed: en¬ 
tirely, with human bones; the miferablc remains, without 
all doubt, of fome of the unfortunate aborigines, who, immured 
in thofe recedes, were probably reduced to the fad alternative 
of perifhing with hunger, or of bleeding under the fwords 
of their mercilefs invaders (g) ! When therefore wc arc told 
of the fate of the Spanilh inhabitants of Seville, it is impoflible 
to feel any other emotion than an indignant with that the dory 
were better authenticated, and that Heaven in mercy had per¬ 
mitted the poor Indians in the fame moment to have extirpated 
their oppreffors altogether ! But unhappily this faint glimmer¬ 
ing of returning light to the wretched natives, was fyon loll in 
everlafling darknefs, fincc it plealed the Almighty, for reafons 
inlcrutablc to finite ^wifdom, to permit the total dedrudion 
"of this devoted people jdvho, to the number of 60,000, on the 

mod moderate eftimatc, were at length wholly cut off and 

\ 

exterminated by the Spaniard.-, not a iingle defendant of either 
lex, being alive when the En\di(h took the iiland in 1655, 
nor, I believe, for a century before (/>j. 

(g) Tt is dilcovered by the fkulls, which are preternatural!)-comprcflcd, that 
thefe arc the Ikcletons of the Indians. 

(b) 'There is laid to exill on the fouth fide of thcifi’.nd ol Cuba, at this 
day, a fmall remnant of the ancient Indians. 'They rdidc in a little town near 
St. Jago do Cuba, called Iivantc\ and have adopted the manners and language of 
the Spaniards. 
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The lofs of Seville was followed by that of Melilla, a fmall 
village lituated about eleven leagues to the eafhvard, (at the 
harbour now called Port Maria) and the cataftrophe which at¬ 
tended thefc places is luppoled to have caufed the eftablifli- 
ment of the capital of St. Jago de la Vega, or, as it is now 
called, Spanish Town. 

Of the precife aera of thefe events, it is now perhaps ule- 
lefs to inquire ; but if conjedture may be allowed, I Ihould fix 
on the year 1523, immediately after the departure of the force 
under Garay; and if the new capital was really founded by Diego 
Columbus, as tradition reports, and which there feems no good 
reafon to difpute, the conjedture is ftrongly confirmed; for he 
embarked for Spain indilcontent in 1517, returned to his go¬ 
vernment with fuller powers in 1520, and died in his native 
country in the latter end of 1525, or the beginning of 1526 ; 
and it was certainly after his arrival the Lift time in Hifpaniola, 
that he laid, or caufcd to be laid, the foundation of St. Jago de 
la Vega (ij. 

The new city encreafed rapidly, and in 1545 (twenty years 
after the death of its founder) it had the honour of giving the 
title of Marquis to his fon and heir, who received at the fame 
time from the emperor Charles V. a grant of the whole ifland 

(/) Since this was written I have difeovered, by a rc-perufal of Oviedo, that 
there was a general revolt of the Indians of S:. Domingo in December 1522, 
which Diego Columbus fupprcilcd, and immediately afterwards repaired to Ja« 
maica to take on himfclf the government in the room of Garay, It feems probable, 
from hence, that the revolt extended to both iflands. 

in 
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in perpetual fbvereignty, as an hereditary fief of the crown of 
Caftile. 

As this is an important circumftance in the hiliory of this 
ifland, and feems not to have been perfectly unJcrftood by 
any of the Englifli hiftorians who have treated of the affairs 
of Jamaica, I prefume that a more copious deduction and ex¬ 
planation of it, will not be unacceptable. 

Diego Columbus left ifluc three fons and two daughter.-. 
H is cldeft fon, Don Lewis, fucceeded to his father’s honours 
and extendve claims. Of the daughters, the eldeil, Ilabella, 
afterwards intermarried with the count de Gelvez, a Portu- 
guefe nobleman of the houfe of Braganza. Lewis Columbus 
was an infant of fix years of age on the death of his father; 
but was generally confidered as hereditary vicc-roy, and 
high admiral of the Weft Indies. The emperor, however, 
though he treated him with lingular diftimftion, and confidera- 
Jaty augmented his "revenues, as he grew to manhood, abso¬ 
lutely refufed to admit his claim to f'uch extenfive authority, 
and Lewis, as his minority expired, inftituted, after his father’s 
example, a legal procels for ^hc recovery of his birthright. 
It does not appear that his fair ever came to a legal iflue ; f< , 
in the year 1545, he found it prudent to accede to a com pro • 
mife with the emperor, whereby he transferred all his here¬ 
ditary rights to the crown, for a grant of the province of 
Vcragua and the ifland of Jamaica, with the title of duke tie 
Veragua and marquis de la Vega. What might have b*en the 
precife extent and nature of this grant, we have not information 

T 2 fuflicient 
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COOK illlliclent to enable us to judge. Whatever it was, he left no 
II- ilfue to enjoy it; and his brothers alio dying without male 
ilfue, his filler Ilabella-, wife of the count de Gelvez, became 
foie heirefs of the Columbus family, and conveyed by her mar¬ 
riage all her rights to the houfe of Braganza, where they conti¬ 
nued, I believe, till the year 1640, and then reverted back by 
forfeiture to the crown of Spain, in confequence of the revolu¬ 
tion which placed John duke of Braganza on the throne of 
Portugal. 

Sir Hans Sloane therefore, in averting that a duke de Vera- 
gua enjoyed a yearly revenue from Jamaica, at the time the 
ifland furrendered to the Engliih in 1655, muft have been 
mifinformed; as he clearly is in fuppofing that the family of 
Columbus were at that time proprietors of the ifland, and had 
fo continued from the days of Ferdinand and Ifabella. 

But there is a circumflance recorded by Blome, and con¬ 
firmed by the Hate papers of Thurloe, for which the relation 
I have given fufficiently accounts. I mean the eflablifhment in 
Jamaica of many Portuguefe families. The transfer of Ifabella's 
inheritance to the houfe of Braganza, might have encouraged 
many of the Portuguefe to fix their fortunes in the newly-ac¬ 
quired colony, and it is equally probable that the fame event 
would excite jealoufy in the old Spanifh fettlers towards their 
new vifitors. Blome adds, that the Portuguefe were abhorred. 

SufH mutual diflruft, and irreconcileable averfion among 
the inhabitants towards each other, was perhaps the caufe that 

Sir 
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Sir Anthony Shirley met with fo little refinance when he in- c H A P. 
vaded the ifland in 1596, and plundered the capital. About forty I. 
years afterwards it was again invaded by a force from the v 
Windward Iflands under colonel Jackfon. It is laid, however, that 
on this occalion the inhabitants behaved with great gallantry 
in a pitched battle at PaflageFortj but being overpowered, 

Jackfon, after lofing forty men, entered St. Jago de la Vega 
fword in hand, and, having pillaged it of every thing valuable, 
received a conliderable ranlom for fparing the houfes. He 
then retreated to his fhips, and carried off his booty without 
interruption. 

From this period, until the capture of the ifland by the 
Englifh in 1655, during the ufurpation of Cromwell, I know 
nothing of its concerns, nor perhaps were they productive of 
any event deferving remembrance. I lhall therefore proceed, 
in the next chapter, to the conlideration of the Protector's 
motives for attacking the territories of Spain at a time when 
Katies of peace fub lilted between the two nations j which 
I conceive have hitherto been greatly mifunderflood, or wil¬ 
fully mifreprefented, by hiftcrians in general. 


C FI A P, 
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Cror'ur'i vindicated for attacking the Spaniards in \ — 

1 [fr cruelties in the Wejl Indies, in contravention of /..• treaty 
0/1630. — Propofals offered by Modyjbrd and Gage .—. -.rJbls 
arguments of the latter.'--Secretary Thurloe’s account o', con¬ 

ference with the Spanijh Ambaffador. — Cromwell's de/Uu .. / of 
jhtisfatlion rejected.—State of "Jamaica on its capture. 

BOOK f i ^ HERE is no portion of the Englifh annals, in the 
II. JL perufal of which greater caution is requiiite, than the 
~hi Rory of the adminiftration of the p rote 61 or Cromwell. The 
prejudices of party, which in common cafes are loft in the 
current of time, have floated down to us in full ftrength againft 
this profperous ufurper; and his actions, from the period that 
he reached the fummit of power, are jftill ferutinized' v/jth 
induftrious malignity, as if it were impoflible that authority 
irregularly acquired, could be exercifed with juftice. 

It is not ftrange therefore" that the vigorous proceedings 
of the protestor againft the Spanifh nation, in 1655, iliould 
have been obnoxious to cenfure, or that writers of very oppo- 
fite political principles fhould concur in mifreprefenting his. 
conduct on that occafion. The celebrated female republi¬ 
can (a) terms it “ difhonourable and piratical,” and the courtly 

(a) Mrs. Macauky’s Hiftory of England. 

9 


and 
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and elegant apologift of the Stewart family (b), pronounces it C H A P. 
a mofl unwarrantable violation of treaty. 

The publication of the Hate papers ofThurloc (the Secre¬ 
tary) ought, however, to have mitigated this weight of cenfure. 

In truth, it will be found that nothing but a moll dilingenuous 
concealment of the hotlile proceedings of the Spaniards, too 
grofs to be palliated, towards the fubje&s of England, can 
give even the colour of plauAbility to the charge which has 
been brought againll Cromwell, of having commenced an un¬ 
juft and ruinous war, againll a friend and ally, contrary to the 
intereft of the nation, and in violation of the faith of treaties. 

If the power which is veiled in the executive magiftrate, 
by whatever name he be dillinguilhed, be held for the protec¬ 
tion and fecurity of the religion, liberties and properties of 
the people under his government, the meafures adopted by 
the Protestor on that occalion were not merely juftihable; 
they were highly necelfary, and even meritorious ; for the con- 
dtTvl of Spain, efpecialiy in America, was the declaration and 
exercifc of war againll the whole human race. I lhall adduce 
a few remarkable fails to fupport this allertion. The lubjeft 
is curious in itfclf, and, in lbiiK refpeils, wiil be new co the 
reader. 


The lateft treaty which had been made between Eng¬ 
land and Spain, previous to the aflumption of the protes orate 
by Cromwell, was concluded in the year 1630; by the liril 
article Of which it was ftipulatcd, that there lhould be peace, 
amity, and fricndlhip between the two crowns and their re- 


(b) David Hume—Hiftory of Great Britain, 
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HISTORY OF THE 


144- 

uo o K ijxctive fubjects in all parts of the world. Before this period, 
the lbvercigns of Spain had not only encouraged, but openly 
avowed, the exercife of perpetual hoflilitv on the fliips and 
fubjefts of all the nations of Europe, that were or might be 
found in any part of the new hemifphere ; arrogantly a filming 
to themfelves a right not only to all the territories which their 
own fubje&s had difeovered there, but claiming alio the l'ole 
and excluiive privilege of navigating the American leas fcj. 

Pretensions fo exorbitant, which violated alike the laws 
of nature and nations, were refilled by every maritime Hate 

(c) In the reign of James I. within two years after the conclufion of a 
peace between England and Spain, which laved the Spanifh monarchy from 
ab foliate deft ruction. Sir Charles Cornwallis, in a letter dated from Madrid in 
May j6o6, informs the Earl of Salifbury, that Don Lewis Firardo, a Spanilh 
admiral, having met with certain Englilli fliips laden with corn and bound to 
Seville, “ took the mafters, and firfl: fet their necks in the ftocks. He afterwards 
removed them into his own fhip, and there, with his own hands, did as much 
to their legs; reviling them, and calling them heretics, Lutheran dogs, and ene¬ 
mies of Chrift, threatening to hang them ; and in conclufion roTiBcd them of 
what he thought fit.” See Winwood, vol. ii. p. 143——It appears by fubl'cquent 
letters preferved in the fame colle&ion, that Cornwallis, complaining to the 
Duke of Lermn, the miniftcr of Spain, of Firardo’s conduct, particularly in 
fending to the gallics fume Englifh mariners whom he had made prifoners in 
the Weft Indies, was told by that miniftcr “ tlut Firardo fhould be called to ac¬ 
count, not (adds the Duke) for fending the men to the gallics, but for not having 
hanged them up, as he ought to have done.” Sir Walter Raleigh, feme time 
afterwards, in a letter to King James, fpcaks of it as a well-known fa£f, that 
the Spaniard*, in another inftance, had murdered twenty-fix Engliflimen, tying 
them back to back and then cutting their throats, even after they had traded 
with them a whole month, and when the Englifh went afliorc in full con¬ 
fidence, and without lb much as one fword among them. S^e Raleigh’s Works 
by birch, vol. ii. p. 37 0. 


that 
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that felt itfelf concerned in the iflue: by the Englilh parti- CH AP. 
cularly, who had already planted colonies in Virginia, Bermu- II. 
das, St. Chriftopher’s and Barbadoes j territories fome of which ' ‘ v “' * 

Spain had not even difeovered, and none of which had fhe ever 
occupied. Thus actual war, and war in all its horrors, pre¬ 
vailed between the fubje£ts of Spain in the new world, and 
thofe of the feyeral other nations who ventured thither, while, 
at the fame time, peace apparently fubfifted between the parent 
dates in Europe. 

To fecure to the Englilh an uninterrupted intercourfe with 
their fettlements above mentioned, was one great object of 
the treaty of 1630. It feems indeed to have been more im¬ 
mediately founded on a remarkable inftance of Spanilh perfidy, 
which had recently happened in the ifland of St. Chriftopher; 
for the court of Spain having, towards the latter end of the 
year 1629, fitted out a fleet of twenty-four flhips of force, and 
fifteen frigates, under the command of Don Frederic de Toledo, 

* nulfciiW* ■** 1 “ - 

oflfenfibly to attack the Dutch fettlement in Brafil, fecretly 
ordered the admiral to proceed in the firfl: place to the ifland 
I have mentioned (which, although the Spaniards had indeed 
firfl: difeovered it 130 years before, they had never once occu¬ 
pied) and rout out from thence both the Englilh and French, 

who at that time held a joint and peaceable pofleflion. 

» 

Neither the French, nor Englilh, nor botli together, 
were ftrong enough to oppole fuch an enemy. The French 
planters took refuge in the neighbouring ifland of Antego, 
and the Englilh fled to the mountains ; from whence they fent 

Vol, I. U deputies 
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BOOK deputies to treat for a fujrrender ; but the haughty Spaniard 
H. required and obtained unconditional fubmiflion ; and, having 
~feleCted out of the Englifh fettlers fix hundred of the ablefl: 
men, whom he condemned to the mines, he ordered all the 
reft (confiding chiefly of; women and children) inftantly to 
quit the ifland, in fome Englifh veflels which he had feized at 
Nevis, under pain of death. He then laid wafte all the fettle- 
ments within his*reach, and having reduced the country to a 
defart, proceeded on his voyage. 

It might be fuppofed that the treaty of 1630, prevented 
fuch enormities in future j but, in violation of all that is folemn 
and facred among Chriftian dates, and to the difgrace of human 
nature, the Spaniards, eight years only after the affair of St. 
Chriftopher’s, attacked a fmall Englifh colony which had 
taken poflefiion of the little unoccupied Ifland of Tortuga, 
and put every man, woman, and child to the fword: they even 
hanged up fuch as came in and furrendered .them ffilyps /jv on4bc 
promife of mercy, after the firft attack. 

The unhappy monarch at that time on the throne of 
England, was too deeply engaged in contefts with his fubjeCts 
at home, to be able to afford protection to his colonifts abroad 
and thofe contefts terminating at length in a civil war, the 
Spaniards proceeded in the fame career with impunity; treating 
all the Britifh fubjeCts, whom they found in the Weft Indies, 
as intruders and pirates. In the year 1635, the Englifh and 
Dutch had jointly taken pofleflion of Santa Cruz, which at 
that time was wholly unpeopled and deferted. Difputes arifing 
§ between 
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between the new fettlcrs, the Englifli took arms and became 
foie mailers of the Illand. In 1650 the Spaniards landed there, 
and, without the fmalleft provocation, exterminated every in¬ 
habitant that fell into their hands, murdering, as at Tortuga, 
even the women and children. As ufual with this revengeful 
nation, they conquered but to defolate ; for, having dellroyed 
all the people they could feize, they laid wade and then defected 
the Ifland, and, when fome of the Dutch nation, in confequencc 
of fuch defection, took pofleflion a fecond time, the Spaniards 
returned and treated them as they had treated the Englifli. 

Of their cruelties towards the fubje&s of foreign dates, even 
fuch as were forced on their coafts in diflrefs, the inftances 
were without number. Their treatment of the tailors was as 
barbarous and inhuman, as their pretences for feizing them 
were commonly groundlefs and unjufl. The vory mercies of 
the Spaniards were cruel ; for if, in fome few inflances, they 
forbore to inflidt immediate death on their prifoners, they fen- 
tencecf^Hem to a worfe punilhment; condemning them to 
work in the mines of Mexico for life fdj. 

It 


(d) The Spaniards, after the death of Cromwell, revived tliefe prafKces, and 
continued them to our own times. About the year 1680, they landed on the Ifland 
of Providence, one of the Bahamas, and totally deftroyed the Englifli fettlement 
there. The governor (Mr. Clark) they took with.them to Cuba, in irons, and 
put him to death by torture. Oldmixon, who wrote “ The Britifh empire in 
America,” was informed by Mr. Trott, one of Governor Clark’s fucceflbrs, that 
the Spaniards roafted Clark on a fpit. The infolence and brutality of the com¬ 
manders of the Spanifh guarda-coflas, in the days of Walpole, arc remembered by 
many perfons now living; and perhaps there are thofc alive who were prefent 
when Captain Jenkins gave that remarkable evidence to the houfc of commons, 

U 2 which 
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It is evident, from the fchemes and propofals for attacking 
the Spaniards, which were prefen ted to Cromwell on his eleva¬ 
tion to the protectorate, that the Englilh, in general, had a 
deep and juft fenfe of the wrongs which they fudained from 
the bigotry, avarice, and cruelty of the Spanilh nation.—We 
may furely conclude, that applications of fuel), a nature could 
not have been made to the luprcme executive magidrate, 
without any pretence of injury received. To fuppofe that a 
body of the fubjedts of any civilized date, or that even any 
individual of found mind, would intrude into the national 
councils, and prefume to folicit a violation of the public faith, 
and the commencement of hodilitics towards a powerful date 
and an ally, without any provocation, is to fuppofe a cafe 
which I believe never did occur in hidory, and which indeed 
it feems next to impofllble fhould happen. Among other per- 
fons who prefented memorials on this occafion, we find the 
names of Colonel Modyford and Thomas Gage. The former 
was one of the earlied and mod enterprifing planters of Bar- 
badoes j and Gage had refided twelve yeaTs 'fn New'*Spain in 
pried’s orders. He was brother of Sir Henry Gage, one of 

which it would be thought might have animated every Britilh heart to infill on 
exemplary vengeance. The cafe was this A Spanilh commander, after rum- 
jnaging this man’s veflel for what he called contraband goods, without finding 
any, put Jenkins to the torture, and afterwards, without the fmallcft provocation, 
cut off one of his ears, telling him to carry it to the king of England his mnftcr. 
Jenkins had preferved the ear in a bottle, which he difplayed. to the Houfc of 
Commons. Being alkcd by one of the members, what lie thought or expected 
while in the hands of fuch a barbarian ? “ I recommended (he replied) my foul 
to God, and my caufe to my country.” 

See Torbuck’s Parliamentary Debates, vol. ix. p. 414. 

the 
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the Generals under Charles I .(e) and appears to have been a 
man of capacity and extenlive obl'ervation. 

In his memorial, which is preferved among the Hate papers 
of Thurloc, he enters fully into a juftification of the tneafures 
which he recommends. “ None in conscience (he obferves) 
may better attempt fach an expullion of the Spaniards from 
thole parts, than the Englilli, who have been often expelled by 
them from our plantations ; as from St. Chriftopher’s, St. 
Martin’s, from Providence and from Tortugas, where the 
Englilh were inhumanly and moll barbaroufly treated by the 
Spaniards, who to this day watch for their bell: advantage to 
call us out of all our plantations, and lay that all the illands as 
well as the main belong to them. And in confcicnce it is law¬ 
ful to caft that enemy or troublefome neighbour out of his 
dominiens, that would, and hath attempted to call us out of 
ours.”—He then proceeds to demon /Irate, that it is not a work 
of ditliculty to diflo dge the Spaniards from loine of their mod 
valuable pofteftions, and recommends the firft attack to be 
made on Ililpaniola or Cuba; the termer, he obferves, *< was 
the Spaniards’ firll: plantation, and therefore it would he to them 
a bad omen to begin to lofe thgt, which they firft enjoyed.” 
“ This idand (he adds) is not one quarter of it inhabited, and lb 
the more eal'y to take.”—-Gage, fome years before, had publilhtd 
a book, which is now before me ; entitled “ A new furvey of 
the Weft Indias.” It contains much curious information re- 
fpedling the ftate of Spanilh America, at the time that he 

(c) This Sir Henry Gage was killed at the battle of Culham-Bridge, in 1644. 
He was anceftor of the late General Gage,* by whom I was favoured with this 
account of Thomas Gage. 
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BOOK rcfided there. In the dedication to Fairfax, General of the par- 
IL liament’s forces, he combats, with great ftrength of reafoning, 
the pretenfions of the Spanifli Crown to an exclufive right 
to the countries of the New World: “ I know of no title,” 
he obferves, ** that the Spaniard hath (the Pope’s donation 
“ excepted) but force, which, by the fame title may be re- 
“ pelled.—And, as to the jirji difcovery , to me it feems as little 
** reafon, that the failing of a Spaniili fTiip upon the coart of 
" India, fliould entitle the king of Spain to that country, is 
** the failing of an Indian or Englilh fhip upon the coaft of 
“ Spain, fliould entitle either the Indians or Englilh unto the 
“ dominion thereof. No queftion but the juft right or title to 
“ thofe countries, appertains to the natives themfelves ; who, if 
“ they fliould willingly and freely invite the Englilh to their pro- 
“ tedlion, what title foever they have in them, no doubt but 
“ they may legally transfer to others. But, to end all difputes 
“ of this nature, fince God hath given the earth to the Tons of 
“ men to inhabit, and that there are many v^ft countries in 
** thofe parts not yet inhabited, either by Spaniard or Indian, 
why fliould my countrymen, the Englilh, be debarred from 
** making ufe of that, which God, from all beginning, did 
4 ‘ ordain for the benefit of mankind ?” 

These, or fimilar arguments, and a long lift of Spanifli de¬ 
predations on the fubjeifts of England, made without doubt a 
deep imprefiion on the mind of Cromwell. It appears indeed 
that the court of Spain, confcious of having merited the fevereft 
vengeance, forefaw an impending florin, and endeavoured to 
avert it. We are told by Thurloe, that Cardenas the am- 
baflador, in a private audience, congratulated the Prote&or on 

his 
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his elevation to the government, “ alluring him of the true anil 
conftant friendfhip of his inaftcr, either in the condition he 
then Hood, or that if he would go a ftep further, and take 
Upon him the crown, his mailer would venture the crown 
of Spain to defend him in it.” Thefe general difeourfes 
came afterwards to particular proportions; which Cromwell 
received with a coldnefs that alarmed the ambaflador > who 
then defired that former treaties of alliance between the two 
kingdoms might be renewed, as the firft ftep towards a nearer 
union. It does not appear that Cromwell had any objedtion 
to this propofition. That he fought to involve the nation in 
an unprovoked and unncceffary war with Spain, or, as Ludlow 
expreffes it, that “ he meant to engage thofe men in diftant 
fervices, who otherwife were ready to join in any party againft 
him at home,” though it has been confidently averted, has 
been afterted againft clear and fubftantial evidence. . He de¬ 
manded, it is true, fatisfadftion for paft, and fecurity againft 
future injuries i^jancLhe appointed commiflioners to treat with 
the Spanilh ambaflador thereupon j with whom feveral con¬ 
ferences were held, chiefly, fays Thurloe, on the right interpre¬ 
tation of the treaty of 1630.—The refult of thofe conferences, 
which I (hall give in Thurloe’s own words, affords fo full and 
clear a juftification of the Protestor’s lublequent proceedings, 
that no excufe can be offered for thofe hiltorians by whom this 
•evidence has been wilfully fupprefled. 

The chief difficulties (obferves Thurloe) were the follow¬ 
ing, “ 1 ft, touching the Weft Indies, the debate whereof was. 
“ occaftoned upon the firft article of the aforefaid treaty of 1630, 
“ whereby it is agreed, that there (hould be peace, amity, and 

“ friendfhip. 
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HOOK “ friendihip between the two kings and their refpedtive fub- 
^ f “ jedts in all parts of the world, as well in Europe as ellewhere. 

Upon this it was iliewn, that in contravention of this article, 
“ the Englilh were treated by the Spaniards as enemies, where- 
“ ever they were met in America, though failing to and from 
“ their own plantations, and infilled that fatisfadlion was 10 be 
“ given in this, and a good foundation of friendihip la.d in 
“ thofe parts for the future, between their refpedtive fufjedts 
“ (the Englidi there being very confiderablc, and whole lafcty 
“ and intered the government here ought to provide for) or 
“ elfc there could be no folid and lading peace between the two 
“ dates in Europe. 

“ The fecond difference was touching the inquilition, &cc .— 
«* To thefe two, Don Alonfo was pleafed to anfwer ; that to 
“ afk a liberty from the inquilition, and free failing in the Weft 
“ Indies , was to ajk his mafter'* two eyes; and that nothing could be 
“ done in thofe points t but according to the prall ice of former times . 

“ Then it came into debate, before Oliver and his council, 
“ with which of thefe crowns (France or Spain) an alliance 
“ was to be chofen.. Oliver himfelf was for a war with Spain, 
“ at leaf in the Weft Indies , if fatisf adlion were not given for the 
“ paft damages , and things well fettledfor the future. And moft 
“ of the council went the fame way” 

From the fadts and recital which I have thus given, it is 
apparent that the Spaniards not only were the fird aggrelTors, 
but had proceeded to thofe hodilities againd the fubjedts 
of England, which are unjudifiable even in a date of adtual 
war ; and, although the outrages complained of, were fuch 
as the mod infignificant date in the world would not have 

i tamely 
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tamely fubmitted to, from the mod powerful j yet did Crom¬ 
well, in feeking redrefs, difplay his regard to juftice by 
his moderation and temper. He demanded, it is true, re¬ 
paration for pad; injuries, and fecurity againft future; but he 
did not order reprifals to be made, until his demand was reject¬ 
ed, ahd until he was plainly told, that the fame hoftile line of 
conduCt which the Spaniards had hitherto purfued towards the 
Englifh in America fhould be perfifted in. Now, as Blomc 
well obferves, on this occafion, “ war mujl needs be jujiijiable, 
when peace is not allowable .” 

The courfe of my Work would now bring me to an illuftra- 
tion of the Protector’s meafures in confequence cf his appeal 
to force ; the equipment of a powerful armament, its mifearriage 
at Hifpaniola, and fuccefs at Jamaica; but of all thefe tranfac- 
tions a very accurate and circumltantial narrative has already 
been given in the hiftory of Jamaica by Mr. Long; to whofc 
account I cannot hope to add perfpicuity or force. Referring 
the reader, therefore, to that valuable work, for latisfaCtory 
information in thefe particulars, I lhall conclude this chapter 
with an account of the date of Jamaica, its inhabitants and 
productions, as it was fouhd by'th 1 Englifli forces on its cap¬ 
ture in May 1655 ; obfervihg only, and I mention the circum- 
itance with a regret in which I am lure the reader will partici¬ 
pate, that Gage, who planned the expedition, embarked with and 
periihed in it ! 

The whole number of white inhabitants on the idand, 
including women and children, did not exceed fifteen hun¬ 
dred. Penn, in his examination before the Protector’s coun- 
Vox.. I. X oil, 
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cil, on the 12th of September 1655, Bates them at twelve or 
fourteen hundred only, of which he fays about five hundred 
men were in arms when the Englifh landed. It is remarkable 
however that Blome r who compiled a fiiort account ©f Jamaica 
fo early as 1672, avers that the town of St. Jago de la Vega 
eon filled of two thoufand houfes, two churches, two chapels 
and an abbey. There mull therefore have happened at fome 
period a wonderful diminution in the number of the white in T 
habitants, and the expulfion of the Portuguefe fettlers, as related 
by this author, appears the more probable. Blome- perhaps has 
given an exaggerated account of the number of the houfes 3 
but fuflicient evidence remained, till within, thefe few years,, 
of the buildings confecrated to divine worlhip,. particularly 
of the two churches and the abbey. 

Of the other principal fettlements, the chief appears to 
have been at Puerto de Caguaya, fince named by the Englifh 
Port Royal 3. but though it was next in confequence to St. 
Jago, it was probably nothing more than an inconfiderable 
hamlet, eftabli filed for the purpofe of fome fmall traffick with 
the fliips bound from Hifpaniola to. the continent. Its fub- 
fequent rife and extenfive profperity, its deplorable wickednefs 
and fatal cataflrophe, are circumftances too well known to 
be repeated (fj ., 

To 

(/) The following fingular infeription appears on a tomb-fl£>ne, at Green-Bay, 
adjoining the ApoftltV Battery. 

“ DI EU SUR TOUT. 

“ Here lies the body of Lewis Galdy, Efq. who departed this life, at Port 
Royal, the 2ad December 1736, aged eighty. He was born at Montpellier, in 
France, but left that country for_his religion, and came, to fettle iathis ifland, 

where 
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To the we ft ward of Caguaya was the port of Efquivel (Puerta CHAP, 
dc Eiquivella) (b called, I prefume, in honour of the governor H. 
of that name. This port feems indeed to have been almoft v —v——* 
deferted at the time of the conqueft in 1655, the Spaniards 
giving the preference to Caguaya; but it was ftill retorted 
to by the galleons, as a place of Ihelter during the hurricane 
months, and, from its ancient reputation, the Englifti named 
it Old Harbour . 

From Old Harbour to Punto Negrillo, the weftern point 
of the ifland, the fea-coaft was chiefly in favanna, abounding 
in horned cattle ; but there does not appear to have been any 
fettlement in all that great extent of country, except a fmall 
hamlet called Oriftan, of which however the accounts arc 
obfeure and contradictory. 

Returning eaftward, to the north of Port Caguaya was 
the Hato de Liguany j prefenting to the harbour an extenfive 
plain or favanna , covered with cedar and other excellent 
timber. This part of the country was alfo abundantly ftored 
with horned cattle and horfes, which ran wild in great num¬ 
bers; and the firft employment of the Englifti troops was 
hunting and flaughtering the cattle, for the fake of the hides 
and tallow, which foon became an article of export. It was 
fuppofed by Sedgewickc, that the foldiers had killed 20,000 

where he was fwallowed up in the great earthquake, in the year 1692, and by 
the providence of God, was by another fliock thrown into the fea, and miracu- 
loufiy laved by fwimming, until a boat took him up. Ho lived many years after, 
in great reputation) beloved by all who knew him, and much lamented at his 
death.’* 

X 2 in 
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in the courfe of the firft four months after their arrival; and 
as to horfes, ** they were in fuch plenty (fays Goodfon) that 
** %ve accounted them the vermin of the country (g 

Eastward of Liguany was the Hato, by fome called 
Slyala, by others Talos , and now wrote Tallabs j a place, faith 
Venable§ “ which hath much commodity of planting or creat¬ 
ing of fugar engines of water, by reafon of two convenient 
rivers running through it lit for that purpofe.” Next to 
Ayala was the Hato called Morante . This Morante (faith 
Venables) “ is a large and plentiful Hato, being four leagues 
in length, confiding of many fmali favannas, and has wild 
cattle and hogs in very great plenty, and ends at the Mine, 
which is at the Cape or Point of Morante itfelf, by which 
toward the north is the port Antonio.’* 

Such is the account of Jamaica as tranfmittcd in General 
Venable’s letter to Secretary Thurloe, dated 13th June 1655. 
The reader will perceive that no mention is made of the 
north fide of the ifland; which gives room to conclude, as was 
undoubtedly the fa£t, that it was one entire defert, from eaft 
to weft, totally uncultivated and uninhabited. 

.Of the inland parts, it appears from Sloane, that Guanaboa 
was famous for its cacao-trees, and the low lands of Clarendon 
far plantations of tobacco. 

(g) u Colonel Barry’s houfe all galleried round (now called Cavaliers) was 
formerly, when the Spaniards poflefled the ifland, the only place in Liguany 
inhabitedj a rich widow had here a fugar-work, and abundance of cattle in the 
fevannas, near 40,000.” (Sloane, vol. i. lntrpd. p. 73.)— The mountains of 
Liguany were fuppofed alfo to contain mines both c£ gold and copper. 


Upon. 
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Upon the whole, although the Spaniards had pofleflcd the 
ifland a century and a half, not one hundredth part of the 
plantable land was in cultivation when the Englifh made 
themfelvcs matters of it. Yet the Spanifh fettlers had no 
fooner exterminated, in the manner we have feen, the original 
proprietors, than they had recourfe, with their neighbours of 
Hifpaniola, to the introduction of Haves from Africa. We 
are told that the number of negroes in the ifland, at the time 
of its capture, nearly equalled that of the Whites. It is not 
cafy to difcover to what ufeful purpofe the labour of thefe 
Blacks was applied. The floth and penury of the Spanilh' 
planters, when the Englifli landed, were extreme. Of the many 
valuable commodities which Jamaica has fince produced in fo 
great abundance, fome were altogether unknown, and of the 
reft the inhabitants cultivated no more than were fufficient 
for their own expenditure. Their principal export, beiides 
cacoa, confifted of hogs-lard and hides. The fale of the/e 
articles, and fupplying the few fhips that touched at their ports 
with proviflons, in barter for European manufactures, confti- 
tuted the whole of their commerce; a commerce which the 
favages of Madagafcar conduCt with equal ability and fuccefs. 
They polfefled nothing of the elegancies of life, nor were they 
acquainted even with many of thole gratifications which, in 
civilized ftates, are confidered as necefliiry to the comfort and 
conveniency of it. They were neither poidhed by focial in- 
tercourfe, nor improved hy education; but palled their days 
in gloomy languor, enfeebled by floth and deprclTcd by pover¬ 
ty. Having at the fame time but little or no connection with 
Europe, nor the means of fending their children thither for 

education; 


C H A P. 
li. 

l a i, >- v —Wa^ 



IS* 

B O'O K 
II. 

V. HI I < mt 


H IS TORY Of Thi 

education (a circumftancc that might have introduced among 
them, from time to time, fome portion of civility and fcience) 
they had been for many years in a ftate of progreflive degene¬ 
racy, and would probably, in a flioi t time, have expiated the 
guilt of their anceffors, by falling vidims themfclves to the 
vengeance of their Haves. Time indeed had wrought a won¬ 
derful change in the manners and difpofitions of all the Spanish 
Americans. It mud however be acknowledged, that if they 
poffeflfed not the abilities of their forefathers, they were unftain- 
ed with their crimes. If we find among them no traces of 
that enterprifing genius; that unconquerable perfeverance, 
that contempt of toil, danger, and death, which fo wonderfully 
diftinguifhed the great adventurers, who firlh explored and 
added a new hemifphere to the Spanifh dominion; we mult 
own at the fame time that they were happily free from their 
guilty ambition; their remorfelefs fanaticifm, and frantic 
cruelty. But, whatever was their character, it is impofliblc 
to juftify the hard terms impofed by the Englifh commanders 
on the poor fettlers in Jamaica, in requiring them to deliver 
up their Haves and effeds, and quit the country altogether. 
They pleaded that they were born in the ifland, and had 
neither relations, friends, ncr country elfewhere, and they 
declared that they were refolved to perifh in the woods, rather 
than beg their bread in a foreign foil. This was their final 
anfwer to the propofitions of Venables, the Englifh General, 
nor could they be brought again to enter into any treaty. 
The refinance they afterwards made againft the efforts of 
our troops to expel them from the ifland, may furnifli this 
important leflon to conquerors—-that even vidory has its 
x limits. 
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limits, and that injuftice and tyranny frequently defeat their 
own purpofes (b). 
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(h) The articles of capitulation firff agreed on, which may be fcen in Burchet’s 
Naval Hiftory, are fufficiently liberal. By thefe all the inhabitants (fomc few in¬ 
dividuals excepted) had their lives and effects granted them, and permiffion to re¬ 
main in the country; but on the 4th of June, Venables informs the Lord Protestor, 
that the inhabitants having broken their promifes and engagements, he had ferzed 
the Governor and other chief perfons, and compelled them to fubferibe new arti¬ 
cles.—What thofc were he docs not fay. It appears, however, that it was ftipu- 
lated by one of them, that the Spanifh part of the inhabitants Ihould leave the 
Ifland; and it feems probable that this meafure was promoted by the intrigues of 
the Portuguefe; for, in a fubfequent letter, Venables writes thus: “ The Portu- 
guefes we hope to make good fubje£ls of. The Spaniards we (hall remove.” The 
particulars related in the text, concerning the cffe£t of this determination on the 
minds of thofc poor people, are given on the authority of a paper figned, J. Daniel, 
dated Jamaica 3d of June, and preferved among Thurloe’s State Papers, voL 
iii. p. 504. 
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Proceedings of the Englijh in Jamaica after its capture. — Col. 
D’Oyley declared prefident.—D if contents and mortality among 
the army .—Vigorous exertions of the P rote hi or. — Col. Brayne 
appointed commander in chief.—His death.—D'Oyley reajfitmcs 
the government.—Defeats the Spanijh forces , which had invaded 
the ijland from Cuba.—His wife and Jleady adminif ration .— 
Bucaniers.—Conciliating condutt of Charles II. on his ref oration. 
—Firft efablifment of a regular government in Jamaica.—Lord 
Windfors appointment.—Royal proclamation.—American treaty 
in 1670 .—Change if meafurcs on the part of the crown.—New 
confitution devifed for Jamaica.—Earl of Carlife appointed 
chief governor for the purpofe oj enforcing the new fyjlem .— 
Sticcefful oppofition of the afembly.—Subfequent difputci r fpett¬ 
ing the confirmation of their laws.—'Terminated by the revenue 
att of 172S. 

A FTER the capture of the ifland, until the refloration 
of Charles II. the Englifli in Jamaica remained undci 
military jurifdidion. Cromwell had nominated Window, 
Serle and Butler to ad as commiflioncrs, with Penn and Vena¬ 
bles, intending, I prefame, to conflitute by this arrangement 
a council of Rate, whofc authority might mitigate the rigour 
of the law-martial; but the two generals, with commiflioner 
Butler, returning to England without leave, the foie command 
of the army devolved on Major General Fortcfcue. and of the 

fleet 
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fleet on Admiral Goodfon. Nevertheless it was the intention c T} A » 
of Cromwell to have eftablilhed a civil government in the 

^ ■ — *y* — 

illand on very liberal principles. Soon after he received the 
account of its capture, he blued a proclamation declaratory 
of that purpofc, and on the return to England of Com- 
miffioner Butler, he lent over Major Sedgevvicke to funply 
his place. Sedgewicke arrived in Jamaica in O&ober, but Win- 
flow and Serle having in the mean time fallen victims to the cli- 
mate, he was unwilling toad: under the Protestor’s commiflion 
without further afliltancc. An inftrument of government was 
thereupon framed, and lubferibed, on the eighth of October 
1655, by Sedgewicke and the principal officers, who thereby 
conllitutcd themielvcs a lupreme executive council for managing 
the general affairs of the illand; of which Fortefcue was declared 
preli.lcnt, and he dying loon afterwards. Colonel Edward 
D’Oyley, the next in command, was chofcn to prefide in his 
room. But the lituation of the troops required martial array, 
and Itridt difeipline; for the difpolTeflcd Spaniards and fugitive 
negroes continued to harafs the foldiers with perpetual alarms. 

Men were daily killed by enemies in ambulh. The Spanilh 
blacks had feparated themfelves from their late mailers', 
and murdered, without mercy, fuch 'f the Engliili as rambling 
about the country fell into their hands. They were even fo 
audacious as to venture by night to attack the Englifh troops 
in their quarters, and to fet fire to lbine of the houfes in 
which they were lodged, in the town of St. Jago de la Vega, 
the capital. 

But the Protector was determined to maintain his conqueil, 
and feemed anxioufly bent on peopling the ifl-md. While 
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recruits were railing in England, he directed the governors of 
Barbadoes, and the other Britilh colonies to windward (which 
at that time were exceedingly populous) to encourage fome 
of their planters to remove to Jamaica, on the affurance of 
their having lands afligned them there. He difpatched an 
agent to New England on a limilar errand, as well as to engage 
the people of the northern provinces to furnilh provifions to 
the newly-acquired territory. He gave inftrudtions to his fon 
Henry Cromwell, who was Major General of the forces in 
Ireland, to engage two or three thoufand young perfons of both 
fexes from thence, to become fettlers in Jamaica; and he ad- 
vifed with the lord Broghill, who commanded at Edinburgh, on 
the beft means of inducing as great a number to emigrate for 
the fame purpofe from Scotland. 

In the mean while the old foldiers within the Ifland, 
difliking their fituation, and conceiving from the preparations 
of the government at home, that the Protcdlor had thoughts 
of confining them to Jamaica for life, became diffatisfied and 
feditious. Other caufes indeed concurred to awaken among 
them fuch a fpirit of difeontent as approached nearly to 
mutiny. Having at firft found- in the country, cattle and l'vvine 
in great abundance, they had deftroyed them with fuch impro¬ 
vidence and wan ton nets of profulion, as to occalion a fcarcity 
of frcfli provifions in a place which had been reprefented as 
abounding in the higheft degree. The chief commanders 
apprehending this event, and finding that the bread and flour 
which arrived from England were oftentimes fpoilt by the 
length of the voyage and the heat of the climate, had urged 
$ the 
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the foliliers, with great carneftnefs, to cultivate the foil, and CHAP, 
raife, by their own induflxv, Indian corn, ptilfe and calfivi, El. 
fufficient for their maintenance. They endeavoured to make 
them fenfihle that {applies from England mull necdfarily he 
cafiial and uncertain; and, perfuadon failing, they would have 
compelled them by force to plant the ground; hat the fubal- 
tern oflicers concurred with the private men, abfolutely refuf- 
jng to contribute in the fmalleft degree to their own prefer va- 
tion by the means recommended. They were pofieffed of a 
paffionrtc longing to return to England, and fondly imagined 
that the continual great expencc of maintaining fo large a 
body of troops at fo great a didance, would induce the Pro¬ 
testor to relinquish his conqueft. They even rooted up the 
provifions which had been planted and left by the Spaniards. 

“ Our foldiers (writes Sedgewicke) have deftroyed all forts 
of provifions and cattle. Nothing but ruin attends them 
wherefoever they go. Dig or plant, they neither will nor can, 
but are determined rather to Starve than work.” A fca^ity, 
approaching to a famine, was at length the confequence of 
fuch milcondudt, and it was accompanied with its ufual attend¬ 
ants, difeafe and contagion. Perhaps there are but few descrip¬ 
tions in hiftory wherein a greater wa iety of horrors are accumu¬ 
lated than in the letters addreffed on this occafion by Sedgewicke 
and the other principal officers, to the government at home, 
which are prclerved among Thurloe’s ftatc papers. Such was 
the want of food, that fnakes, lizards and other vermin, were 
eagerly eaten, together with unripe fruits and noxious vegeta¬ 
bles. This unwholefome diet concurred with other circutn- 

Y 2 ftances 
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BOOK Ranees to produce an epidemic dyfentery, which raged like 
H- the plague. For a conflderable time 140 men died weekly, 
and Scdgewicke himlclf at length perilhed in the general 
carnage. 


The ProteClor, as foon as he had received informat^n or 
the diftra&edyand calamitous Rate of the colony, exerted nim- 
lelf, with his ufual vigour, to afford it relief. Plovjuops and 
neceffiries of all kinds were (hipped without delay; an,! Crom¬ 
well, diffruffful it is faid of D’Oyky’s attachment, iiipericded 
him, hy granting a commiffion of commander in civ- f of 
Jamaica, to Col. Brayne, governor of Lochabar in Scotland. 
This gentleman, with a fleet of t ran Sports, and a .rimoi ce¬ 
ment of one thoufand recruits, failed from Port Pali .ck, the 
beginning of October 1656, and arrived at Jamaica in De¬ 
cember following. Col. Humphreys with his regiment, con- 
iifling of 830 men, had landed, lome time before, from Eug- 
lancfl^ and Stokes, governor of Nevis, with 1500 perfons col¬ 
lected in the Windward Iflands, had reached Jamaica, and 
begun an eflablilhment near to the Port of Morant, where 
feme of Stokes’s defendants, of the fame name, poffefs at 
this day confiderable property.# Another regiment, commanded 
by Col. Moore, arrived in the beginning of 1657 from Ireland, 
and fome induftrious planters followed foon afterwards from 
New England and Bermudas. 

Brayne’s firff accounts are very difeouraging. He com¬ 
plains that he found all things in the uttnoft confulion; that 

violent 
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violent animofities fubfifted among the troops ; and, above all, C H A P. 
that there was a great want of men cordial to the bujinefs ; fuch 
is his exprcffion. He defires a remittance of £. 5000, to ena- 
ble him to erelt fortifications, and a further fuppiy of provi- 
fions for fix months; ftrenuoufiy recommending, at the fame 
time, a general liberty of trade between the iliand and ail na- 
tions in amity with England; an indulgence winch he thinks 
would fpcedily encourage planters enough to fettle in, and im¬ 
prove, the country. 

But Brayne, though a man of fagacity and penetration, 
wanted firmnefs and fortitude. The troops flill continued 
unhealthy, and fickncfs fpreading rapidly among!]; the new 
comers, Brayne, alarmed for his own iafety, became as little 
cordial to the bulinels of fettling as the reft. He prayed moft 
earneftly for permillion to return to England. In the mean 
while, by way (as he writes) of precaution againil a fever, 
he weakened himfelf to a great degree by copious blood¬ 
letting ; a practice which probably proved fatal to him; for 
he died at the end of ten months after his arrival. A few 
days before his death, finding himfelf in imminent danger, 
he fent to D’Oyley, and forn\d !y transferred In’s authority 
to that officer. D’Oyley happily yodelled all thole qualifica¬ 
tions in which Brayne was deficient; \ct. he entered cn hi.-, 
charge with reluctance; for, having already been ivu-hly iiipcr- 
feded by the Protestor, he expected perhaps inch another dif- 
miflion. Ill the letters which he add re lied to Cromwell and 
Fleetwood, on the event of Brayne’s dcceale, he exprefils him¬ 
felf with propriety and dignity. “ Your highnels,” he obferves 
9 to 
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BOOK to Cromwell, “ is not to be told how difficult it is to command 
II. an army without pay, and I tremble to think of the difcontents 
" J I am to druggie withal, until the return of your commands; 
though I blels God I have the a fifed ion of the people here, 
beyond any that ever yet commanded them; and a !pi:it of 
my own not to fink under the weight of unreafonable difcon¬ 
tents.” To Fleetwood he writes, “ I would have refilled 
to accept of this command, if I could have quitted with ho¬ 
nour and faithfulnefs to my country; but I am now rcfolved 
to go through, until I receive further orders from his highnefs, 
or a dilcharge from him, which I humbly defire your lord (hip 
to effect for me. Honours and riches are not the things I 
aim at. I blefs God I have a foul much above them. Pray, 
my lord, decline your greatnefs, and command your lecretary 
to give me an anfiver; for if I were difrobed of all my titles 
of honour and great command, yet you know that I am a gen¬ 
tleman, and a faithful friend to my country.” 

It was fortunate for his country that his refignation was not 
accepted, and that the Protestor, fenfible at length of the 
ability and merit of this brave man, confirmed him in his 
command. To the exertions of D’Oyley, feconded and fup- 
ported by the affection which his foldiers, under all their 
difficulties and difireffies, manifefied on every occafion towards 
him, we owe at this day the poffeffion of Jamaica ; the recap¬ 
ture whereof by the Spaniards, towards the end of the year 1657, 
became to them an objed of great national concern. Its defence- 
lels ftate, the diflatisfadion of the English troops, and the 
exertions making by Cromwell to afford them relief, as well as 

to 
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to 4 augment their numbers, led the governor of Cuba to be- CHAP, 
licve, that the juncture was then arrived for retrieving the II1 * 
honour of his country, by the refcoration of this Hland to its 
dominion. Having communicated to the viceroy of Mexico, a 
fcherne built on this idea, and received the fandtion and fup- 
port of that officer, he made preparations for a formidable in- 
vafion, and appointed Don Chriftophcr Safi Arnoldo, who had 
been governor of Jamaica at the time of its capture, to take 
the conduit and command of the enterprize. 

On the eighth of May 1658, thirty companies of Spanifh 
inf m try landed at lfio Nuevo, a final! harbour on the north 
iide of the iiland. They were provided \\ ith eight months pro- 
vilions, ordnance and ammunition of all kinds, and they brought 
engineers and artificers for creating extenfive fortifications. 

Twelve days had elapfed before D’Oyley knew of their landing, 
and fix weeks more intervened by the time that he was able 
to approach them by lea. During this interval, the Spaniards 
had eilablhhed thcmfelves in great f >rce; but D’Oyley at length 
reaching Rio Nuevo, with l'even hundred and fifty of his beft- 
difciplined foldiers, attacked them in their entrenchments; 
carried by a/lault a firong fortrpfs wliich they had creeled on 
an eminence over the harbour; and compelled the late unfortu¬ 
nate governor to get back as he could to Cuba, after the lots 
of all his ilores, ordnance, ammunition and colours, and of one 
half the forces wliich he had brought with him. Few' victories 
Irave been more decifive; nor does hiltory furnith many in- 
fiances of greater military ikill and intrepidity, than thofe which 
were difplayed by the Englifh on this occafion* 


After 
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Aftfr fo fignal a defeat, the Spaniards made no efforfnf 
confequence to reclaim Jamaica. A party of the ancient Spa- 
nidi inhabitants, however, flill lurked in the woods, and Sad, 
their governor, had returned to diare their fortunes; but a 
body of their fugitive negroes having furrendered to D’Oyley 
on the promile of freedom, thefe wretches informed him where 
their late mailers were dieltered ; and joined fome troops that 
were lent in purluit of them : thus the poor Spaniards were 
entirely routed, and the few that furvived, by efcaping to Cuba, 
took their lafl farewel of a country, their fond attachment to 
which, it is not poflible to refledl on, without emotions of 
pity. 

By the wife, fleady and provident adminiflration of D’Oyley, 
the affairs of the ifland began at length to wear a more promi- 
dng afpedl. The army was now become tolerably healthy. 
Some lucccfsful efforts in railing Indian corn, caffavi, tobacco, 
and cacao, had given encouragement to a fpirit of planting. 
The arrival of feveral merchant fliips, for the purpofe of traffic, 
contributed flill further to the promotion of induflry, and, 
on the whole, the dawn of future profperity began to be vifible. 

r 

But, as hath been truly obferved by a well-informed 
author (a), nothing contributed fo much to the fettlement and 
opulence of this ifland in early times, as the refort to it of 
thofe men called Bucaniers; the wealth which they acquired 
having been fpeedily transferred to people whofe induflry 


(a) European Settlements. 
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\f#s employed in cultivation or commerce. Of that ftngular 
iffociation of adventurers it were to be wiflied that a more ac¬ 
curate account could be obtained than has hitherto been given : 
I will juft obferve in this place, that fuch of them as belonged 
to Jamaica were not thofe piratical plunderers and publick 
robbers which they are commonly reprefented. A Spanifh 
war, commenced on the jufteft grounds on the part of the 
Englifh, ftill prevailing in the Weft Indies, they were furniihed 
with regular letters of marque and reprifal. After the reftora- 
tion of Charles II. the king ordered that they fhould receive 
every encouragement and protection j nor, if we may believe 
Sir William Beefton, (b) did his majefty difdain to become 
a partner in the bucaniering bufinefs. It is indeed related, 
that he continued to cxaCt and receive a fliare of the booty, 
even after he had publickiy ifliied orders for the lupprcffioa 
of this fpecies of hoftility fcj. 

People of all profeflions, and from all parts of the Britith 
empire, now reforted to Jamaica. The confufions which 

(b) MS. Journal penes me. 

(c) The favour extended by die king to Henry Morgan, the moft celebrated 
of the Englifh Bucaniers (a man indeed of an elevated mind and invincible 
courage) arofc doubtlefs, in a great me^fure, from the good undcrjhnding that 
prevailed between them in the copartnerfhip that I have mentioned. When die 
Earl of Carlifle returned from Jamaica, Morgan was appointed deputy-governor 
and lieutenant-general in hisabfence; and, proceeding himfeif, at a fubfequent 
period, to England, he was received very gracioufly, and had the honour of 
knighthood conferred on him by his fovereign. I hope, therefore, and indeed 
have good reafon to believe, that all or moft of the heavy accufations which 
have been brought againft this gallant commander, of outrageous cruelty to¬ 
wards his Spanilh captives, had no foundation in truth. 
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BOOK ovcrfprcad England after the death of Cromwell, impelled 
II. many to feck for fafety and quiet in the Plantations. Some of 
1 thofe men who had diftinguilhed themfelves by their activity, 

in bringing their unhappy monarch to the fcaffold, confidered 
this ifland as a fure place of refuge. Forefeeing, from the 
temper which began to prevail amonglt all ranks of people 
in England, efpecially towards the beginning of the year 1660, 
that the nation was united in its willies for the re-eftablilhment 
of the ancient frame of government, they hoped to find that 
fafety in a colony compoled of Cromwell’s adherents, which 
they were apprehenfive would fhortly be denied them at 
home (d). 

But altho’ men of this Ramp were filently permitted to fix 
themfelves in the ifland, the general body both of the army and 


(d) Sonic of thofe men who had fit as judges at the trial of Charles I. are 
faid to have become peaceable fettlers here, an'd to have remained after the Reflo- 
ration unnoticed and unmolefted. Waite and Blagrovc are reckoned of the 
number, and General Harrifon was earneftly prefled to follow their example; 
but, fuitably to his character, he gloried in the ignominious death that awaited 
him. After his execution, his children fixed their fortunes in this ifland, where 
fome of his defendants, in the female line, are fiill living, in good credit, in the 
parifh of St. Andrew. It is reported aifo, that the remains of Prcfident Bradfbaw 
were interred in Jamaica; and I obferve in a fplcndid book, entitled Memoirs of 
Thomas Hollis , an epitaph which is faid to have been inferibed on a cannon 
that was placed on the Prefident’s grave» but it is, to my own knowledge, a 
modern compofition. Prefident Brad {haw died in London, in November 1659, 
and had a magnificent funeral in Weftminfter abbey. A fon of Scott, the Re¬ 
gicide, fixed himfelf in this ifland, and fettled the plantation called Y S in St, 
Elizabeth. From a daughter of this man was defended the late alderman Beck- 
ford. 
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people caught the reviving flame of loyalty, and finccrcly c H A P. 
participated in the national triumph on the king’s return. HI. 
The reftored monarch, on his part, not only overlooked their ' ’ 

pad; tranfgrefllons, but prudently forbore alfo to awaken their 
jealoufy, by enquiring after any of thofe obnoxious characters 
to whom they had afforded protection. To conciliate the 
affeCtions of the colonifls, whole valour had annexed fo impor¬ 
tant an appendage to his dominions, the king even confirmed 
their favourite General in his command ; appointing D’Oyley, 
by a commiflion which bore date the thirteenth of b'chruary 
1661, chief governor of the illand. He was ordered, at the 
fame time, to releafe the army from military fubordination, to 
ereCt courts of judicature, and, with the advice of a council, 
to be elected by the inhabitants , to pals laws fuitable to the 
exigencies of the colony. 

This memorable appointment of General D'Oyiey, with a 
council eleCted by the people, may be conlidered as the find 
eftablifhment of a regular civil government in Jamaica, after die 
Englifh had become matters of it; hut, in order to create full 
confidence of fecurity in the minds of the inhabitants, further 
meafures were neceflary on the part of the lovereign; and they 
were readily adopted. D’Oyley dellring to be recalled, the 
Lord Windfor was nominated in his room, and directed to pub- 
lifh, on his arrival, a royal and gracious proclamation, wherein, 
for the purpofe of encouraging the lettlement of the country, 
allotments of land were offered under fuch terms as were ufual in 
other plantations, with fuch farther convenient and fuitable 
privileges and immunities, as the grantees lhould reafonably 
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require. The proclamation then proceeds in the words follow¬ 
ing:—“ And we do further publifti and declare, that all the 
“ children of our natural-born fubje&s of England, to be born 
u in Jamaica, shall, from their respective births, 

“ BE REPUTED TO BE, AND SHALL BE, FREE DENIZENS OF 
«* ENGLAND, AND SHALL HAVE THE SAME PRIVILEGES, TO 
*• ALL INTENTS AND PURPOSES, AS OUR FREE-BORN SUB- 
“ jects of ENGLAND; and that all free perfons (hall have 
««liberty, without interruption, to tranfport themfelvcs and their 
“ families, and any of their goods (except only coin and bullion) 
«« from any of our dominions and territories to the faid illand 
** of Jamaica, &c (e ).”——Thefe important declarations have 

always 

(t) As the reader may be defirous of feeing this proclamation at large, it is 

here inferted verbatim. 

« Decima Septima Pars Patentium dt Anno Regni Regis Caroli Secundi Tertis 

decitno. Car. ldi. iyio. 

A PROCLAM ACO N,/tfr the encouraging of Planters in his Majejly’s 
ijland of Jamaica in the Weft-Indies. 

Wee being fully fatisfied that our ifland of Jamaica, being a pleafant and 
moft fertile foyle, and feituate comodioufly for trade and commerce, is likely, 
through God’s bleffing, to bee a greatc benefitt and advantage to this, and other 
our kingdomes and dominions, have thought fitt, for cncourageing of our fubjetfts 
as well fuch as are already upon the faid ifland, as all others that fhall tranfport 
themfclves thither, and refide and plant there, to declare and publifh, and wee 
doe hereby declare and publifh, that thirtie acres of improveable lands fhall bee 
granted and allotted, to every fucb perfon, male or female, being twelye years 
old, or upwards, who now refides, or within two years next enfuing, fhall refide 
upon the laid ifland, and that the fame fhall bee afligned and fett out by the 
governor and councell, within fix weekes next after notice fhall bee given, it» 
writing, fubferibed by fuch planter or planters, or fome of them in behalfe of 

the 
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always been juftly confi iered, by the inhabitants of Jamaica, 
as a foleirn recognition and confirmation by the crown, of 
thole rights which are inherent in, and unalienable from, the 
perfon of a fubjedt of England, and of which, lo long as he pre¬ 
fer ves 
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the reft, to the governor or fueh officer as hee (hall appoint in that behalfc, fignify- 
ing their rcfolutious to plant there, and when they intend to bee or. the place; 
and in cafe they doc not goe thither, with in fix months then next enfuing, the 
faid allotment (hall be void, and free to bee afligned to any other planter, and 
that every perfon and perfons to whom fuch alignment (hall bee made, (hall 
hold and enjoy the faid lands, foe to bee afligned, and all houfes, edifices, buildings 
and inclpfurcs thereupon to bee built or made, to them and their heirs for ever, 
by and under fuch tenures as is ulual in other plantations fubjed to us. Ncver- 
theiefle they are to bee obliged to ferve in armies upon any infurredion, mutiny, 
or forraine invaficn, and that ihe faid alignments and allotments (hall be made 
and confirmed under the publique fcalc of the faid ifland, with power to create 
any mannor or mannurs, and with fuch convenient and fuitable privdedges 
and imunitics as the grantee fliall reafonal'ly defire and require, «nd a draught 
of fuch alignment (hall bee prepared by our learned councell in the lawe, and 
delivered to the governor to that purpofit, and that all (idlings and pifcharieS, 
and all copper, lead, tin, iron, coales and all other mines (except gold and filver) 
within fuch refpedive allotments dull bee enjoyed by the grantees thereof, 
referving only a twentieth part of the product of the faid mines to our ufe. And. 
wee doc further publi(h and declare, that all children of any ef our natural!-borne 
fuhjeds of England, to bee borne in Jamaica, (hall from their refpcdiye births, 
bee reputed to bee, and (hall bee, free Denizens of England ; and (hall have the 
fame pri velcdges, to all intents and purpofes, as our free-borne fuhjeds of England > 
and that all free perfons fiiall have libertie without interruption, to tranfport 
thcmfdves, and their families and any.their goods (except onlcy coyne and bullion) 
from any cur dominions and territories to the faid ifland of Jamaica. And wee 
doe ftridly charge and command ail planters, foldiers and others, upon the faid 
ifland, to yield obedience to the lawfull commands of our right trufty and 
WcJbeloved Thomas Lord IPindfor , now our governor of our faid ifland, and to 

every 
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■BOOK ferveshis allegiance, emigration for the benefit of the flatc cannot, 
11- and furely ought not, to divefl him. Purfuant to, and in the 
— J ‘ jpirit of the proclamation, the governor was inftrudted to call 

an afiembly, to be indifferently chofen by the people at large, 
that they might pafs laws for their own internal regulation 
and government; a privilege, which being enjoyed by fuch of 
their fellow fubje&s as remained within the realm, it is prefumed 
they had an undoubted right to exerciie, with this limitation 
only, that the laws which they fhould pafs, were not fubverfive 
of their dependance on the parent date (f). 

To thefe feveral teftimonies cf royal juftice and favour 
towards the new colonifts, maybe added the additional fecurity 
obtained for them by the American treaty, concluded and figned 
at Madrid in the month of June 1670. For, after the refto- 
ration, doubts were raifed by the partizans of royalty, whether, 

every other governor thereof for the tyme being, under painc of our difpleafure 
and fuch penalties as may bee inflicted thereupon. Given at our courte at 
Whitehall, the fourteenth day of December. P\ ipm. Regent. 

This is a true copy of the original record remaining in the Chappie of the Rolls , 
having been examined by me Henry Rookc, Cl' of the Rolls. 

y ERA-COP u. 

(f) His Majcfty was likewife pleafed to favour the ifiand with a broad feal 
with the following arms, viz. a crofs gules charged with five pine-apples in a 
field argent; Jupporters , two Indians plum’d and condoled j crrjl i an alligator 
vivant. The infeription in the orb, 

Kcce alium Ramos porrexitin orbem 
Nec ftcrilis eft crux. 

as 
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as the elevation of Cromwell was adjudged an ufurpation, the 
conquefts which had been made under the fandtion of his 
authority, could be rightfully maintained by a kingly govern¬ 
ment ? Although nothing could well be more futile than thcfc 
fuggeftions, it was neverthelefs thought neceflary to guard 
againft the conclufions which Spain might deduce from them. 
This precaution partly gave rife to the fevcnth article of the 
treaty above referred to, which is conceived in the words 
following, viz. ** The King of Great Britain, his heirs and 
“ fuccelfors, (hall have, hold and poftefs, for ever, with full 
“ right of fovereign dominion, property and poffeflion, all lands, 
** countries, iflands, colonies and dominions whatever, fituated 
“ in the Weft; Indies, or any part of America, which the faid 
** king of Great Britain and his fubjeds, do, at this prefent, 
“ hold and poftefs j fo that in regard thereof, or upon any 
4t colour or pretence whatever, nothing may or ought ever 
ft to be urged, nor any queftion or controverly moved concern- 
“ ing the fame hereafter (g)” 

Hitherto, it muff be admitted that the fovereign au¬ 
thority was properly exerted in defence of the juft; rights of 
the crown, and in fecuring to its diftant fubjeds the en¬ 
joyment of their poft*eflions; but unhappily Charles II. 
had neither ftcadinefs nor integrity. About the period 

(g) From this recital may be focn the folly of the very prevalent notion, that 
the fovereigns of Spain, or fome of their fubje&s, ftill keep up pretcnfions 
to Jamaica, or claim property therein, as not having been formally ceded to the 
crown of England. 

of 
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BOOK of the American treaty, a fcliemc having been formed 
**• by him, or his miniflry, for fubverting the liberties of the 

people at home, it is the lefs wonderful, that the pri¬ 
vileges enjoyed by the colonifls abroad, fhould have been 
regarded by the king with a jealoufy, which, encrcafing with 
the cncreafe of their numbers, broke out at length into a£ts of 
open hoftility and violence towards them. 

In the beginning of 1678, the florm fell on Jamaica. A 
new fyflem of legiflation was adopted for this itland, founded 
nearly on the model of the Irifh conflitution under Poynings's 
adt ; and the Earl of Carlifle was appointed chief governor for 
the purpofe of enforcing it. A body of laws was prepared 
by the privy council of England, among the rell a bill for 
fettling a perpetual revenue on the crown, which his lordfhip 
was directed to offer to the affembly, requiring them to adopt 
the whole code, without amendment or alteration. In future 
the heads of all bills (money bills excepted) were to be fug- 
gefled in the firft inflance by the governor and council, and 
tranfmitted to his majefty to be approved or rejected at home 5 
on obtaining the royal confirmation, they were to be returned 
under the great feal in the fhape of laws, and palled by the 
general affembly; which was to be convened for. no other 
purpofe than that, and the bufinefs of voting the ufual fupplies j 
unlefs in confequence of fpecial orders from England. 

If we refledl only on the diftance of Jamaica from Great 
Britain, we may pronounce, without hefitation, that it was 
impoflible for the colony to exifl under fuch a conflitution 
x and 
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and fyftem of government. What miicondud on the part of C H A P. 
the inhabitants, or what fecret expectation on the part of the I!I - , 
crown, originally gave birth to this project, it is now difficult 
to determine. The moft probable opinion is this.—In the 
year 1663, the aflembly of Barbadoes were prevailed on, by very 
unjuftifiable means, as will hereafter be (hewn, to grant an in¬ 
ternal revenue to the crown, of 41 per cent, on the grofs ex¬ 
ported produce of that iiland for ever. It is not unlikely that 
the Heady refufal of the Jamaica planters to burthen themfeIves 
and their pofterity with a limilar impofition, exciting the re- 
fentment of the king, firft fuggefted the idea of depriving them 
of thofe conftitutional franchifes which alone could give fecu- 
rity and value to their polleflions. Happily for the prefent 
inhabitants, neither fecret intrigue nor undifguifed violence 
were fuccefsful. Their gallant anceftors tranlinitted to their 
pofterity their eftates unincumbered with fuch a tax,* and their 
political rights unimpaired by the fyftem of government at¬ 
tempted to be forced on them. “ The aflembly (fays Mr. Long) 
rejected the new conftitution with indignation. No threats 
could frighten, no bribes could corrupt, nor arts nor arguments 
perfuade them to confcnt to laws that would enflave their 
pofterity.” Let me add, as a tribute of juft acknowledgment 
to the noble efforts of this gentleman’s great anccftor. Col. 

Long, that it was to him , Jamaica was principally indebted 
for its deliverance. As chief judge of the iiland, and member 
of the council, he exerted, on this important occafion, the 
powers with which lie was inverted, with fuch ability and 
fortitude, in defence of the people, as to baffle and finally 
overpower every effort to enflave them. The governor, after 
Vol. I. A a difinifling 
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SOOK difmifling him from tlie polls which he had filled with fuch 
honour to himfelf, and advantage to the publick, conveyed 
him a Rate priloner to. England. Thefe defpotick mealures 
were ultimately productive of good. Col. Long, being heard 
before the king and privy council, pointed out with fuch force 
of argument, the evil tendency of the meafures which had been 
purfued, that the Engliih mimftry reluctantly fubmitted. The 
aflembly had their deliberative powers reftored to them, and 
Sir Thomas Lynch, who. had prefided in the ifiand as lieu¬ 
tenant-governor from 1670 to 1674, very much to the fatis- 
faCtion of the inhabitants, was appointed captain-general and 
chief governor in the room of Lord Carlifle (h). 

It might have been hoped that all poflible caufe of future 
contell with the crown, on the queltion of political rights, 
was now happily obviated; but the event proved that this, 
expectation was fallacious. Although the aflembly had re¬ 
covered the ineftimable privilege of framing fuch laws for their 
internal government as their exigencies might require, of 
which doubtlefs themfelves alone were competent to judge, 
and although it was not alledged that the laws which they 
had palled, as well before, as after the re-ellablilhment of their 
rights, were repugnant to thofe of the mother-country, yet 
the royal confirmation of a great part of them had been con- 

{h) I have fubjoined, as an appendix to this book, ct an Hiftorical Account of 
* the Conftitution of Jamaica,” by a late Chief Governor of diftinguiftied abilities, 
wherein the particulars of Lord Carlifte’s admjniftration are detailed at large.— 
This hiftorical account is now publiihed for the firft time, and cannot fail of 
f roving extremely acceptable to the reader,. 

t 
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Hantly ' refufed, and flill continued to be withheld. It was CHAP, 
indeed admitted, that the Engliili who captured the ifland, II1, 
carried with them as their birth-right, the law of England as 
it then flood j but much of the Engliili law was inapplicable 
to the fituation and condition of the new colonifls ; and it was 
contended that they had no right to any flatute of the Britifh 
parliament, which had pafled fubfequent to their emigration, 
unlefs its provifions were fpecially extended to the colony by 
name. The courts of judicature within the ifland, had how¬ 
ever, from necefiity, admitted many fuch flatutes to be pleaded, 
and grounded feveral judgments and important determinations 
upon them; and the affembly had paffed bills adopting feveral 
of the Englifh flatutes which did not otherwife bind the ifland j 
but feveral of thofe bills, when fent home for the royal con¬ 
firmation, and thofe judgments and determinations of the courts 
of law, when brought by appeal before the king and council* 
though not difallowed, remained unconfirmed ; and in this 
unfettled flate, the affairs of Jamaica were fuffered to remain 
for the fpace of fifty years. 

The true caufc of fuch inflexibility on the part of the crown, 
was no other than the old flory of revenue. For the purpofe, 
as it was pretended, of defraying the expence of ereding and 
repairing fortifications, and for anfwering fome other publick 
contingencies, the miniflers of Charles 11 . had procured, as hath 
been obferved, from the affembly of Barbadoes, and indeed from 
1110ft of the other Britifh Wcfl Indian colonies, the grant of a 
perpetual internal revenue; The refufal of Jamaica, to concur 
in a fimilar efiablifhment, the punifhment provided for her 

A a 2 contumacy. 
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contumacy, and the means of her deliverance, have been al¬ 
ready ihited; but it was found that the lenity of the crown 
in relinquishing the Syitem of compulsion, was expected to 
produce the effect which opprcflion had failed to accomplish. 
The Engliih government claimed a return from the people 
of Jamaica, for having dropt an oppreflive and pernicious 
projedt, as if it had actually conferred upon them a pofitive 
and permanent benefit; a claim which all the British ministers, 
from the restoration of King-Charles to the reign of George II. 
yery cordially justified-, 

The affembly however remained unconvinced. Among 
other objections, they pleaded that the money granted by the 
island of Barbadoes was notoriously appropriated to purpoles 
widely different from thofe for which it was exprefsly given; 
and they demanded foine pledge or fecurity againSt a Similar 
misapplication ; in cafe they Should fubjedt their country to a 
permanent and irrevocable tax. The ministers refufed to give 
any fatisfadtion in this particular; and finding the affembly 
were equally refolute to pafs their fupply bills from year to 
year only, as ufual, advifed the fovereign, from a fpirit of vin¬ 
dictive 'policy, to wave the confirmation of the laws, and to 
fuffer the administration of juftice in the ifland, to remain on 
the precarious footing that I have deferibed. 

Such was the adtual Situation of Jamaica until the year 1728, 
when a compromise was happily effected. In that year the 
affembly confented to. fettle on the crown a Standing irrevocable 
revenue of £.8,000 per annum, on certain conditions, to which 
the crown agreed, and of which the following are the principal: 

lit. 
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ift. That the quit-rents arifing within the ifland (then CHAP, 
eftimated at £. 1,460 per annum) fhould conftitute a part of 
fuch revenue. 2dly. That the body of their laws fhould receive 
the royal afTcnt. And, 3dly. That “ all fuch laws and ftatutes 
“ of England, as had been at any time efteemed, introduced, 

“ ufed, accepted, or received, as laws in the ifland, fhould be 
“ and continue laws of Jamaica for ever.” The revenue a<ft, 
with tJiis important declaration therein, was accordingly paffed, 
and its confirmation by the king, put an end to a conteft no lefs 
difgraceful to the government at home, than injurious to the 
people within the ifland. 

I have thus endeavoured, with as much brevity as the fub- 
jedt would admit, to trace the political conftitution of Jamaica 
from infancy to maturity; but although its parentage and prin¬ 
ciples are Britifh, its outward form has been modified and 
regulated by many unforefeen events, and local circumftances. 

In its prefent appearance, and adtual exercife, however, it fo 
nearly refembles the fyftem of government in the other Britifh 
Weft India Iflands, that one general dcfcription (which I re- 
ferve for a fubfequent part of my work) will comprehend the 
whole. A minute detail of local occurrences and -internal 
politicks, would not, I prefume, be interefting to the general 
reader. 

$ 3 * In the year 1687 Chriftophcr Duke of Alhcrmarle w as appointed chief 
governor of Jamaica. This nobleman was the only furviving fon and heir of 
General Monk, who had re ft ore d Charles II. and I mention him principally as 
exhibiting a {hiking inftance of the inftability of human greatnefs. The father 
had been gratified with the higheft rewards that a fovc reign could beftow on a 

fubi. wt y 
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BOOK fubjeft; a dukedom, the garter, and a princely fortune; and the fon, reduced ta 

II. beggar y by vice and extravagance, was driven to the neccffity of imploring bread 

from Janies II. The king, to be freed from his importunities, gave bi n the 
government of Jamaica; where, dying childlcfs, a fliort time after his arrival, his 
honours were extinguifhed with his life. The noble duke lived long enough 
however to collect a con/Iderable fum of money for his creditors; for entering 
into partnerfhip with Sir William Phipps, who had difeovered the wreck of a 
Spanifh Plate (hip, which had been ftranded in 1659, on a fhoal to the north-e.ift 
of Hifpaniola, they fent out Hoops from Jamaica, provided with fkilful divers, to 
fearch for the hidden treafure, and are laid to have actually recovered twenty-fix 
tons of lilver. The conduct of this noble governor, on his arrival, affords many 
curious inftances of the arbitrary principles of the times; among others, the 
following is not the leaft remarkable.—Having called an affembly, his grace dif- 
folved them abruptly, becaufe one of the members, in a debate, repeated die 
old adage, falus populi Juprema lex. His grace afterwards took the member 
into cuftody, and caufed him to be fined jf. 600 for this offence. With 
his grace came over Father Thomas Churchill, a Romifh paftor, fent out by 
James II. to convert the ifland to popery; but his grace’s death, and the revolu¬ 
tion In 1688, blafted the good father’s project. The dutchefs accompanied her 
hufband; a circumftance which the fpeaker of the affembly in his firft addrefa 
expatiated upon in a high ftrain of eloquence. « It is an honour (faid he) which 
the opulent kingdoms of Mexico and Peru could never arrive at, and even 
Columbia's ghcjl would be appeafed for all the indignities be endured of tbe Spaniards, 
could be hut know that bis own beloved foil was hallowed by fuch footjleps / Having 
mentioned this lady, the reader, I am perfuaded, will pardon me for adding the 
following particulars of her hiffory. On the death of the duke, her firft hufband, 
his grace’s coadjutors in the diving bufmefs (many of whom had been bucaniers) 
complained that they had not received their full fhare of the prize-money, and her 
grace who had got pofleflion of the treafure, refufing to part with a (hilling, they 
formed a feheme to feize her perfon in the king’s houfc in Spanifh Town, and 
carry her off. Luckily fhe received fome intimation of the plot a day or two 
before it was to have been carried into execution, and communicated her appre¬ 
hensions 
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henfions to the Houfe of Afiembly, who thereupon appointed a formidable com¬ 
mittee of their ableft bodied members to guard her perfor by day and night, until 
fhc was fafely embarked in one of the king’s fln'ps. She arrived in England, in 
the Affiftance man of war, with all her treafure, the beginning of June 1688, 
and fomc years afterwards fell into a ftate of mental imbecility, in the progrefs 
of which the pleafed herfelf with the notion, that the Emperor of China having 
heard of her immenfe riches was coming to pay his addrdl'es to her. She even 
made magnificent preparations for his reception. As {he was perfectly gentle 
and good-humoured in her lunacy, her attendants not only encouraged her 
in her folly, but contrived alfo to turn it to good account, by perfuading a needy 
peer (the firft duke of Montague) to perfonate his Chinefe majefty, and de¬ 
ceive her into wedlock, which he actually did ; and with greater fuccefs than 
honefty, or, I fhould imagine, even the law would warrant, got pofleflion by this 
means of her wealth, and then, confined her as a Iunatick. Cibber, the comedian, 
who thought it a good jeft, introduced the circumftancc on the ftage, and it 
forms a feene in his play, called the Sick Lady Cured. Her grace furvived her 
hufband, the pretended emperor, for many years, and died in 1734, at the great 
age of 98. Her frenzy remained however to the laft, and {he was ferved ou 
the knee as Emprefs of China to the day of her death. 

In the month of June 1692, happened that tremendous earthquake which 
fwallowcd up,great part of Port Royal. A defeription of it, dreadfully minute, 
may be found in the Philofophical Tranfadtions; but it is not generally known 
that the town was chiefly built on a bank of land, adhering to a rock in the fea, 
and that a very flight concuflion, aided by the weight of the buildings, would pro¬ 
bably have accomplifhed its deftrudtion. I am inclined therefore to fufpeot that 
the defeription of the (hock is much exaggerated. TKc inhabitants were fcarccly 
recovered from the terrors occafioned by the earthquake, when they were alarmed 
with an account of an intended invafion by an armament from Htipaniola, com¬ 
manded by Monf. Du Caflc, the governor of that ifland, in perfon. Accordingly, 
on the 17th of June 1694, a fleet of three men of war and twenty privateers 
(having on board 1,500 land forces) appeared oft* Cow Bay, where eight hundred 
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BOOK Of die foldicrs were landed, with orders to dcfohte the country as far as Port 
II. Morant. Thefe barbarians obeyed their inftruftions to the full extent. They 
— * not only fet fire to every fettlemcnt they came to, but tortured their prifoners 
in the moll Shocking manner, and murdered great numbers in cold blood, after 
making them behold the violation of their wives by their own negroes. Such 
at lead is the account tranfmitted by Sir William Beefton, the governor, to the 
fccretary of (late, Lnfortnnately, the militia of this part of the country had 
been drawn oft to guard the capital; whereby the French continued their ru- 
\ ages without reliftunce, and having fet fire to all the plantations within their 
reach, and feized about one thoufand negroes, Du Caffe failed to leeward, and 
anchored in Carli/le Bay, in the parifh of Vere. This place had no other for¬ 
tification than an ill-contrived breaft-work, manned by a detachment of two 
hundred men from die militia of St. Elizabeth and Clarendon, which Du Caffe 
attacked with all his force. The Englifh made a gallant rcfiftancc; but Colonel 
Cleyborn, Lieutenant Colonel Smart, Captain Vaftkl, and Lieutenant Dawkins 
being killed, and many others dangeioufly wounded, they were compelled to 
retreat. Happily, at this moment, arrived five companies of militia, which the 
governor had fent to their aftlftance from Spani/h Town. Thefe, though they 
had marched thirty miles without rcfrefhmcnt, immediately charged the enemy 
with fuch vigour, as entirely to change the fortune of the day. The French 
retreated to their {hips, and Du Caffe foon afterwards returned to Hifpaniola 
with his ill-gotten booty. 

The next mod important event in the hiftory of this ifland, was the rebellion 
ef the negroes in 1760, of which I {hall probably have occafion to give feme 
account, when I come to treat of negro flavery, and the character and difpofition 
■ef the newly imported Africans. 


CHAP. 



WEST INDIES. 




CHAP. IV. 

Situation. — Climate.—Face of the Country. — Mountains , and ad * 
vantages derived from them. — Soil.—Lands in Culture«—Lands 
uncultivated , and observations thereon.—Woods and Timbers.— 
Rivers and Medicinal Springs. — Ores.—Vegetable Clajfes.— 
Grain. — Graffes. — Kitchen-garden produce, and Fruits for the 
Table , (Sc. &c. 


J AMAICA is fituated in the Atlantick Ocean, about four CHAP. 

thoufand miles fouth-weft of England. It has the ifland IV* 
of Hifpaniola, at the diftancc of thirty leagues, to the caft: The ^ '* 

Ifland of Cuba, about the lame diftance, to the north : The 
Gulph of Honduras to the weft; and Carthagena, on the great 
continent of South America, to the fbuth, diftant one hundred 
and forty-five leagues. 


The center of Jamaica lies in about i 8 ° 12', north latitude, 
and in longitude about 76° 45' weft from London. From 
thefe data th'e geographical reader will perceive that the cli¬ 
mate, although tempered and greatly mitigated by various 
caufcs, fome of which will be prefently explained, is extremely 
hot, with little variation from January to December; that the 
days and nights are nearly of equal duration; there being little 
more than two hours difference between the longeft day and 
the lliorteft; that there is very little twilight; and finally, that 
when it is twelve o’clock at noon in London, it is about feveu 
in the morning in Jamaica. 

Vol.I. Bb 
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The general appearance of the country differs greatly from 
raoft parts of Europe ; yet the north and fouth tides of the 
ifland, which are leparated by a vaft chain of mountains extend¬ 
ing from eaft to weft* differ at the fame time widely from 
each -Other. When Columbus frrft difcovered Jamaica, he 
approached it on the northern fide ; and beholding that part 
of the country which now conftitutes the parifh of St. Anne, 
Was filled with delight and admiration at the novelty, variety* 
and beauty of the profpe<ft.. The whole of the fcenery is in¬ 
deed fuperlatively fine, nor can words alone (at leaft any that 
I can feledl) convey a juft idea of it- A few leading particulars 
I may perhaps be able to point out, but their combinations are 
infinitely various, and to be underftood muft be feen- 

The country at a fmall diftance from the Ihore rifes into 
hills, which are more remarkable for beauty than boldnefs; 
being all of gentle acclivity, and commonly- leparated from each* 
other by fpacious vales and romantick inequalities; but they are 
feldom craggy, nor is the tranfition from the hills to the 
rallies oftentimes abrupt. In general,.the hand of nature has 
rounded every hill towards the top with lingular felicity. The 
mofbftriking circumftances however attending thefe beautiful, 
fwella are the happy difpofidon of the groves of pimento, with 
which moft of them are fpontaneoufly clothed, and the confum* 
mate verdure of the turf underneath, which is difcoverable in a 
thoufand openings; prefenting a charming contraft to the 
deeper tint 9 of the pimento. As this tree, which is no lefs re¬ 
markable for fragrancy than beauty, fuffers no rival plant to 
fiourifti within its lhade, thefe groves are not only clear of un- 
i derwood* 
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derwood, but even the grafs beneath is feldom luxuriant. The CHAP, 
foil in general being a chalky marl, which produces a clofe and IV » 
clean turf, as fmooth and even as the fineft Englifh lawn, and in V ' lji 
colour infinitely brighter. Over this beautiful furface the 
pimento fpreads itfelf in various compartments. In one place, 
we behold extenfive groves; in another, a number of beautiful 
groups, fome of which crown the hills, while others are 
fcattered down the declivities. To enliven the fcene, and add 
perfection to beauty, the bounty of nature has copioufly watered 
the whole diftriCt. No part of the Weft Indies, that I have 
fcen, abounds with fo many delicious ftrcams. Every valley 
has its rivulet, and every hill its cafcade. In one point of 
view, where the rocks overhang the ocean, no iefs than eight 
tranlparent waterfalls are beheld in the fame moment. Thofc 
only who have been long at fea, can judge of the emotion 
which is felt by the thirfty voyager at fo enchanting a pro- 
fpeCh 

Such is the foreground of the picture. As the land rifcs 
towards the center of the ifland, the eye, pafling over the 
beauties that I have recounted, is attracted by a boundlefs 
amphitheatre of wood, 

Infuperable height of loftieft ihade. 

Cedar; and branching palm: 

An immenfity of foreft; the outline of which melts into the 
diftant blue hills, and thefe again are loft in the clouds. 

On the fouthern fide of the ifland, the fcenery, as I have 
before obferved, is of a different nature. In the Ian dicape we 

Bb 2 have 
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BOOK have treated of, the prevailing charaCterifticks are variety and 
beauty: in that which remains, the predominant features are 

- grandeur and fublimity. When I firfl: approached this fide 

of the ifland by fea, and beheld, from afar, liich of the flupen- 
dous and foaring ridges of the blue mountains, as the clouds 
here and there difclofed, the imagination (forming an indiitinCt 
but awful idea of what was concealed, by what was thus 
partially difplayed) was filled with admiration and wonder. 
Yet the fenfation which I felt was allied rather to terror than 
delight. Though the profpeCt before me was in the higheft 
degree magnificent, it feemed a feene of magnificent delolation- 
The abrupt precipice and inacceflible cliff, had more the alpeCt 
of a chaos than a creation; or rather feemed to exhibit the 
effects of fome dreadful conviilfion, which had laid nature in 
ruins. Appearances however improved as we approached;, 
for amidft ten thou (and bold features, too hard to be (of tened 
by culture, many a (pot was loon dilcovered where the hand 
ofinduftry had awakened life and fertility. With thele pleafing 
intermixtures, the flowing line of the lower range of mountains 
(which now began to be vifible, crowned with woods of 
majeflic growth) combined to foften and relieve the rude 
folemnity of the loftier eminences j till at length the favannas 
at the bottom met the fight. Thele are vail plains, clothed 
chiefly with extenfive cane-fields; difplaying, in all the pride 
of cultivation, the verdure of fpring blended with the exuber¬ 
ance of autumn, and bounded only by the ocean; on whofe 
bofom a new- and ever-moving picture (trikes the eye ; fpr 
innumerable veffels are difcovered in various directions, fome 

crowding 
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crowding into, and others bearing away from, the bays and 
harbours with which the coaft is every where indented. Such 
a profpeCt of human ingenuity and induftry, employed in ex¬ 
changing the fuperfluities of the Old World, for the produc¬ 
tions of the New, opens another, and, I might add, an almoft 
untrodden field, for contemplation and reflection. 



Thus the mountains of the Weft Indies, if not, in them- 

« 

felves, objeCts of perfeCt beauty, contribute greatly towards 
the beauty of general nature j and furely the inhabitants 
cannot reflect, but with the deepeft fenfe of gratitude to 
Divine Providence, on the variety of climate, fo conducive 
to health, ferenity and pleafure, which thefe elevated regions 
afford them. On this fubjeCt I fpeak from aCtual experience. 
In a maritime fituation, on the fultry plains of the fouth fide, 
near the town of Kingfton, where I chiefly refided during the 
ipace of fourteen years, the general medium of heat during 
the hotteft months (from June to November, both inclutive) 
was eighty degrees on Fahrenheit’s thermometer (a). At 
a villa eight miles diftant, in the highlands of Liguanea, the 
thermometer feldom rofe, in the hotteft part of the day, above 
feventy. Here then was a difference of ten degrees in eight 
miles } and in the morning and evening the difference was 


(a) In the other months, viz.- from December to. May, the thermometer 
ranges from 70 to 8o°. The night air in the months of December and January 
is foinetimes furprifingly cool: I have known the thermometer fo low at fun- 
rife as 69°, even in the town of Kingfton; but in the hotteft months, the dif¬ 
ference between the temperature of noon-day and midnight is not more 
than 5 or 6 Q . ^ 

much; 
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BOOK much greater. At Cold Spring, the feat of Mr. Wallen, a 
II. very high fituation fix miles further in the country, pofleffed 
by a gentleman who has tafte to relifii its beauties and improve 
its productions, the general fiate of the thermometer is from 
55 to 65°. It has been obferved fo low as 44% fo that a fire 
there, even at noon-day, is not only comfortable but necefiary 
a great part of the year (b). It may be fuppofed, that a hid¬ 
den trarifition from the not atmofphere of the piains, to the 
chill air Of the higher regions, is commonly productive of mif- 
chievous eifeCls on the human frame j but this, I believe, 
is feldom the cafe, if the traveller, as prudence dictates, fets 
off at the dawn of the morning (when the pores of the fkin 

(b) Cold Spring is 4,200 feet above the level of the fca. The foil is a black 
mould on a brown marl} but few or none of the tropical fruits will flourifh irt 
fo cold a climate. Neither the nefberry, the avocado pear, the ftar apple, nor 
the orange, will bear within a confiderable height of Mr. Wallen’s garden; but 
many of the Englifh fruits, as the apple, the peach, and the ftrawberry, flourifh 
there in great perfection, with feveral other valuable exoticksj among which I ob¬ 
ferved a great number of very fine plants of the tea-tree and other oriental produc¬ 
tions. The ground in its native ftate is almoft entirely covered with different 
forts of the fern , of which Mr. Wallen has reckoned about 400 diftindl fpecies. 
A perfon vifiting Cold Spring for the firft time, almoft conceives himfelf tranf- 
ported to a diftant part of the wotld; the air and face of the country fo widely 
differing from that of the regions he has left. Even the birds are all ftrangers to 
him. Among others, peculiar to thefe lofty regions, is a fpecies of the fwallow, 
the plumage of which varies in colour like the neck of a drake; and there 
is a very fine fong-bird called the fi/b-eye % of a blackifh brown, with a white ring 
round the neck. I vifited this place in December J788, the thermometer flood 
at 57 0 at fun-rife, and never exceeded 64° in the hotteft part of the day. I 
thought the climate the moft delightful that I had ever experienced. On the 
Blue Mountain peak, which is 7,431 feet freci the level of the fca, the thermo- 
ter was found to range from 47'’ at fun-rife to 58° at^ioon, even in the month 
of A ugufl. See Med. Comment. Eding. 1789. 
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are in fbme .meafure (hut) and is clothed fomewhat warmer 
than ufual. With thefe precautions, excurfions into the up¬ 
lands arc always found fafe, falubrious, and delightful. I will 
obferve too, in the words of an agreeable writer (c ), that on 
the tops of high mountain#, where the air is pure and refined, 
and where there is not that immenfe weight of grots vapours 
prefiing upon the body, the mind a&s with greater freedom, 
and all the functions, both of foul and body, are performed in 
a fuperior manner.’' I with I could add, with the fame au¬ 
thor, that “ the mind at the fame time leaves all low and vulgar 
fentiments behind it, and in approaching the ethereal regions,, 
fhakes off its earthly affections, and acquires fomething of ce- 
leftial purity (d) /” 

To 

(c ) Brydone. 

(el) In deferibing the rural features otf Jamaica, the diftrict called Pedro Pduri r, 
deferves particular notice. It is a level country on a high blulF called Pedro 
Pointy fituated on the fouth-wefl coaft, in the parilh of St. Elizabeth. I am in¬ 
debted to a friend for the following interefting account of this part of the lftand, 
which deferves to be better known and better peopled than it feems to be at 
prefent. 

“■ Pedro Plains differ from every other Savanna of the ifland, and from any, 
part that I have feen of Cuba. From the diftrict of FulleifwooJ, in St. Elizabeth’s 
parilh, it runs eaftward along the coaft on an eaiy alcent to the high* ft ridge, 
which is called Tophill; from whence it ftretches inland more than 20 miles in 
length, and about live in width. It is not altogether unifke the downs in fame 
parts of England, and is moft beautifully dotted with clumps of wood, among It 
which the aloe, torch thiftle, and other plants of that genus, ftwunfh in great luxu¬ 
riance, from half an acre, to many acres in extent; the boundaries being as 
neatly defined as if, kept fo by art. The foil in colour is the deepeft red, baked 
hard on the furface by the adtion of the fun, but of fo porous a nature as to abforb 
the heavieft rains as faft as.they fill. The herbage is in general coarlc; never- 
iliclefs it maintains many thoufands, both of neat cattle and hyrfcs, and in no part 
Voh. I- B b 4. of 
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BOOK To thele inequalities of its furface, however, it is owing that 
although the foil in many parts of this illand is deep and very 
* fertile, 

of the world, I believe, is the latter found nearer to a (late of wild nature than 
here. As the whole of this diftrict is unfurSifticd with firings, or even ponds 
of any duration, the (lock are compelled to go for water to the wells which are 
funk in the lower parts of the country, at which time the hunters have opportu¬ 
nities of catching them; and contrivances are made for that purpofe. This the 
inafter-horfc feems to be well apprized of; for lie leads into the inclofure with 
admirable caution, and as foon as his own thirft is allayed, is very impatient to 
get his family out, which he always drives before him. He admits of no inter- 
lapel's, nor allows any of his family to ftray. The breed is remarkably hardy, 
but fomewhat rellivc from their wild nature. The air of this country (particu¬ 
larly at Tophill, which approaches to mountainous) is wonderfully falubrious.—— 
As 011a proof of this, there was living fo hue as 1780 a negro man, named John 
Comelad, who had relided on this fpot as a (hepherd for upwards of 30 years. 
He had formerly been the coachman of a Mr. Woodilock, who had given him 
permiffion in his old age to go where he pleafed. At the time I faw him his 
woolly hair had become perfectly white, and his body was (hrivelled beyond any 
thing I had ever beheld ; but at the fame time his mufclcs were full and firm, and 
he could run down any (heep in the Savanna; for he had no dog to aflift him. 
We took him as our guide down to the fca: he ran before us, keeping our 
horfes on a hand-gallop, to the beach, and he maintained the fame pace on our 
return (though up-hill) a diftance of about 10 miles. Of one familyof the name 
of Ebanks, who lived in thefe plains, there were threefcore peifons living, all de- 
feended from one man, who was himfelf living in 1780. The air of this diflridt, 
though not cold, is wonderfully dry and elallick, and fo temperate withal, that 
even a European fportfman may follow his game the whole day without feeling 
any oppreflion from the heat; and he will meet with good fport in purfuing the 
galena or wild Guinea-fowl, which is found here in great numbers.—The mutton 
raifed here is equal to the fined down mutton in England, and the fruits and ve¬ 
getables of all kinds are excellent.—The water-melon in particular ranks with 
the firft of fruits. Its coolnefs, crifpnefs and flavour are rivalled only by the beauty 
of the rind, which is mettled in (hades of green, and bears a glofs like the poli/h 
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fertile, yet the quantity of rich productive land is but fmall, CHAP, 
in proportion to the whole. The generality of what has 1v - 
been cultivated is of a middling quality, and requires labour , 

and manure to make it yield liberally. In line, with every pre¬ 
judice in its favour, if we compare Jamaica with many other 
i(lands of nearly the fame extent, (Sicily, for inflance, to which 
it was compared by Columbus) it mud be pronounced an un¬ 
fruitful and laborious country, as the following detail will de~ 
monflrate. 

Jamaica is one hundred and fifty miles in length, and on a 
medium of three meafurements at different places, about forty 
miles in breadth. Thefc data, fuppofing the ifiand to have been 
a level country, would give - - 3,840,000 Acres. 

But a great part confifting of high 
m ountains, the luperficies of which com- 
prife far more land than the bafe alone, I 
con ccive it is a moderate eflimate to allow 
on that account tV more, which is - 240,000 

The Total is - 4,080,000 Acres. 

Of thefe, it is found by a return of the clerk of the patents, 
that no more than 1,907,589, were, in November 1789, loca¬ 
ted, or taken up, by grants from the-crown. Thus it appears 
that upwards of one half the lands are confidered as of no kind 


of marble. On the whole, for beauty of profpeCl,—for purity and drynefs of air,— 
and a climate exempt from either extreme of heat and cold, Pedro Plains may 
vie with any fpot on the habitable globe. 
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of value, the expence of taking out a patent being of no great? 
account $ and even of the located lands, I conceive that littla 
more than one million is at prefent in cultivation- 

In fugar plantations, (including the land referved in woods* 
for the purpofe of fupplying ftaves, timber, and 6 re-wood y or 
appropriated for common paflurage, all which is commonly two- 
thirds-of each plantation) the number of acres may be dated at. 
639*000 ; it appearing that the precife number of thofe edates,, 
according to returns made upon oa f h to March 1789, was 710,. 
and an allowance of 900 acres to each,, on an average of the 
whole* mud be deemed fufficiently liberal. 

Of breeding farms (or, as they are commonly called in the 
ifland, pens) the number is about 4005 to each, of which I 
would allow 700 acres, which gives 280,000, and no*perfon. 
who has infpeCted the country with an inquifitive eye, willallow 
to all the minor productions* as cotton,.coffee, pimento and gin¬ 
ger, &c. including even the provision plantations, more than 
one half the extent affigned to the pens.. The refult of the 
whole is 1,059,000 acres, leaving upwards of three million an 
unimproved, unproductive wildernefs, of which not more than 
one-fourth part is, I imagine, fit for any kind of profitable culti¬ 
vation ; great part of the interior country being both impracti¬ 
cable and inaccefiible. 

But, notwithdanding that fo great a part of this ifland is 
wholly unimprovable, yet (fuch is the powerful influence of 
great heat and continual moiflure) the mountains are in general 

covered 
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covered with extenfive woods, containing excellent timbers, 
fome of which are of prodigious growth and folidity j fuch as 
the lignum vitas, dog-wood, iron-wood, pigeon-wood, green- 
heart, braziletto, and bully-trees; moft of which fink in water, 
and are of a compadtnefs and impenetrability inconceivable by 
European workmen. Some of thefe are needfary in mill-work, 
and would be highly valuable in the Windward Iflands. They 
are even fo, in fuch parts of Jamaica as, having been long cul¬ 
tivated, are nearly cleared of contiguous woods j but it fre¬ 
quently happens, in the interior parts, that the new fettlcr finds 
the abundance of them an incumbrance in Head of a benefit, 
and having provided himfelf with a fufficiency for immediate 
life, fets fire to the reft, in order to clear his lands; it not an- 
fwering the expence of conveying them to the fea-coaft for the 
purpofe of fending them to a diftant market. Of fofter kinds, 
for boards and fhinglcs, the Ipecies are innumerable ; and there 
are many beautiful varieties adapted for cabinet-work, among 
others the bread-nut, the wild-lemon, and the well-known 
mahogany. 

As the country is thus abundantly wooded, fo, on the whole, 
we may afiert it to be well watered. There are reckoned 
throughout its extent above one hundred rivers, which take 
their rife in the mountains, and run, commonly with great rapi¬ 
dity, to the fea, on both fides of the ifland. None of them are 
deep enough to be navigated by marine veffels. Black River 
in St. Elizabeth, flowing chiefly through a level country, is the 
deepeft and gentleft, and admits flat-bottomed boats and canoes 
for about thirty miles. 
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BOOK C F the Ip rings which very generally abound, even in the 
Ih hi'-'lieF mountains, fomc are medicinal; and are laid to be 
v ' highly eflicatii :.is in difoiders peculiar to the climate. The 

mod remarkable of thcfe, is found in the eadern parilli of St. 
Thomas, and the fame of it has created a village in its neigh¬ 
bourhood, which is called the Bath. The water flows out of a 
rocky mountain, about a mile diftant, and is too hot to admit a 
hand lxdng held underneath: a thermometer on Fahrenheit’s 
fealc, bung immerfed in a glals of this water, immediately rofe 
to i 23°. it is fulphureous, and has been uied with great ad¬ 
vantage in that dreadful difeafe of the climate called the dry- 
belly-ach. There are other fprings, both fulphureous and 
chalybeate, in different parts of the country; of which however 
the properties are but little known to the inhabitants in 
general. 

In many parts of Jamaica there is a great appearance of me¬ 
tals ; and it is aflerted by Blome, and other early writers, that 
the Spanifh inhabitants had mines both of filver and copper: I 
believe the fadt. But the induflry of the prefent pofielfors is 
perhaps more profitably exerted on the furface of the earth, 
than by digging into its bowels. A lead mine was indeed 
opened fome years ago, near to the Hope eftate, in the parifh 
of St. Andrew, and it is faid, there was no want of ore, but 
the high price of labour, or other caufes with which I am un¬ 
acquainted, compelled the proprietors to relinquifh their 
projedt. 

Of the mofl important of the prefent natural productions, 
as fugar, indigo, coffee and cotton, I (hall have occafion to 
9 treat 
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treat at large, when die courfe of my work fhall bring me 
to the fubjeCt of agriculture. It only remains therefore, at 
prefent, to fubjoin a few obfervations on the vegetable claf- 
fes of inferior order : I mean thofe which, though not of 
equal commercial importance with the preceding ones, are 
equally neceflary to the comfort and fubfiftence of the in¬ 
habitants. If the' reader is inclined to botanical refearches, 
he is referred to the voluminous collections of Sloane and 
Browne. 
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The feveral fpecies of grain cultivated in this ifiand are, 
i ft. Maize, or Indian corn, which commonly produces two 
crons in the year, and l’ometimes three: it may be planted at 
an)- lime when there is rain, and it yields according to the foil 
from fifteen to forty buihels the acre. 2dly. Guinev-corn, which 
produces but one cron in the year; it is planted in the month 
of September, And gathered in January following, yieldingfrom 
thirty to lrxty buihels an acre. 3dly. Various kinds of calavan- 
ces (a fpecies of pea) ; and laftly rice, but in uo great quantity, 
the fituatiort proper for its growth being deemed unhealthy, 
and the labour of negroes commonly employed in the cultiva ¬ 
tion of articles that yield greater profit. 

" This illand abounds, likewife with different kinds of grafs, 
both n; ; rive 4 arid extraneous, of excellent quality; of the fir ft 
is made exceeding good hay, but not in great abundance; this 
method of hufbandry being praCtiled only in a few parts of the 
country* and it is the lefs neceifary as the inhabitants are 
happily accommodated witli two different kinds of artificial 
grafs, both extremely valuable, and yielding great profufion 
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of food for cattle. The fir ft is an aquatic plant called Scot’s 
grnfsy which though generally fuppofed to be an exotic, I have 
realon to think grows fpontaneoufly in moft of the fwamps 
and morafles of the Weft-Indies. It rifes to five or fix feet in 
height, with Jong fucculent joints, and is of very quick vege¬ 
tation. From a fingle acre of this plant, five hor&s may be 
maintained a whole year, allowing fifty-fix pounds of grafs 
a-day. to each. 

The other kind, called Guiney-grafs, may be confidered as 
next to the fugar-cane, in point of importance * as moft of the 
grazing and breeding farms or pens throughout the ifland 
were originally created, and are ftill fuppprted, chiefly by means 
of this invaluable herbage. Hence the plenty of horned cattle 
both for the butcher and planter; which is fuch that few 
markets in Europe fiirnift beef at a cheaper rate, or of better 
quality, than thofe of Jamaica (e), Pethaps the fettlement of 
moft of the north-fide pa rift es is wholly owing to the intro¬ 
duction of this excellent graft, which happened by accident 
about fifty years ago; the feeds having been brought from 
the coaft of Guiney, as food for feme birds which were pre- 
fented to Mr. Ellis, chief-juftice of the ifland. fortunately 


(e) Mutton is alfo both cheap and good* The (heep of Jamaica, according 
to Sloane, are from a breed originally African. They have (hort hair inftead of 
wool, and in general are party-coloured, chiefly black and white. They are fmall, 
|>ut very fweet meat. The fwine of the Weft Indies are alfo confiderably fmaller 
than thofe of Europe, and have (hort pointed ears.- Their fl«£h is infinitely 
whiter and fweeter than the pork of Great Britain, and that of the wild fort, of 
which there are great numbers in the woods, ftill better. 
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ffte Birds did not live to con fume the whole ftock, and the c H A P. 
remainder being carelessly thrown into a fence, grew and IV. 
flourished, and it was not long before the eagernefs difplayed _ 

fey the cattle to reach the grafs„ attracted Mr. Ellis’s notice, 
and induced him to colled: and propagate the feeds; which 
now thrive in feme of the moft rocky parts of the ifland ; be- 
flowing verdure and fertility, on lands which otherwife would 
not be worth cultivation. 

The feveral kinds of kitchen-garden produce, as edible 
roots and pulfe, which are known in Europe, thrive all© in the 
mountains of this ifland; and the markets of Kingfton and 
Spanifh'-Town are fupplied with cabbages, lettuce, carrots, 
turnips, parfnips, artichokes, kidney-beans, green-peas, afna- 
ragus and various forts of European herbs, in the utmoft abun¬ 
dance.. Some of them, (as the three firft) are I think of fupe- 
rior flavour to the fame kinds produced in England. To my 
own tafte however, feveral of the native growths, efpecially 
the chocho, ochra, Lima-bean, and Indian-kale, are more 
agreeable than any of the efculent vegetables of Europe. The 
other indigenous productions of this clafs are plantains, bana¬ 
nas,. yams of feveral varieties, calalue (a fpecies of ipinnage) 
eddoes, caflavi, and fweet potatoes. A mixture of thele, 
ftewed with falted fifli or falted meat of any kind, and highly 
feafoned with Cayenne-pepper, is a favourite olio among the 
negroes. For bread, an unripe roafted plantain is an excellent 
fubftitute, and univerfally preferred to it by the negroes and 
moft of the native whites. It may in truth be called the 
ftaff of life to the former; many thoufand acres being culti¬ 
vated! 
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, n * . port f/J. : 

^ mJ 

Of the more elegant fruits, the variety is equalled only by 
their excellence. Perhaps no country on earth affords fo mag¬ 
nificent a defert; and I conceive that the following were fpon- 
taneoufly bellowed'on the ifland by the bounty of nature;— 
the snnana or pine-apple, tamarind, papaw, guava, fweet-fop 
of two Ipecies, cafhew-apple, cuftard-apple (a fpecies of chi- 
rimoya fg ); coco-nut, flar-apple, grenadilla, avocado-pear, 

(f) It is faid by Oviedo that this fruit, though introduced into Hifpaniola at 
a very early period, was not originally a native of the Weft Indies, btit was car¬ 
ried thither from the Canary iflands by Thomas dc Berlanga, a friar, in die year 
1516. The banana is a fpecies of the fame fruit. Sir Hans Sloane, whofe in- 
duftry is commendable whatever may be thought of his judgment, has, inhis Hif- 
tory of Jamaica, collected much curious, and foine fanciful, information con¬ 
cerning this production; and from fomc authorities which he cites, it would 
feem that Oviedo was mifinformed, and that every fpecics of the plantain is 
found growing fpontaneoufly in all the tropical parts of the earth. Among 
other odd particulars related by Sloane concerning it, he obferves, that Alexander 
the Great forbad his foldiers to eat of this fruit, becaufe he himfelf hadfuffered of 
the gripes by indulging with it too freely. “ Some (continues Sloane) are of 
opinion that this was the apple wherewith Eve tempted Adam. Others, that it 
was the fruit brought by the fpics to Mofes from the Holy Lamb” and he de¬ 
clares, with great gravity, that “ if any one gathers the fruit before it is ripe, the 
branch will turn on him, and give him a blow on the nofef” Hiftory of Jamaica, 
Vol. II. p. 142. 

(g) This fruit is the boaft of South America, and is reckoned by Ulloa one 
of the fineft in the world. I have been informed that feveral plants of it are 
flourifhing in Mr. Eaft’s princely garden, at the foot of the Liguanea moun¬ 
tains. , 

hog- 
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hog-plum and its varieties,pindal-nut, nefbury, mammee, mani- 
mec-lapota, Spanilh-goolberry, prickly-pear, and perhaps a 
few others. For the orange, civil and china, the lemon, lime, 
/haddock and its numerous fpccics, the vine, melon, % and 
pomegranate, the Weft Indian iflands were probably indebted 
to their Spanifti invaders. Excepting the peach, the ftrawberry 
and a few of the growths of European orchards (which however 
attain to no great perfe&ion unlefs in the higheft mountains) 
the role-apple, genip, and fome others of no great value, I 
do not believe that Englilh induftry had added much to the 
catalogue, until within the laft twenty years. About the year 
1773, a hotanick garden was eftablilhed under the fa nation of 
the Aflembly, but it was not until the year 1782 that it could 
juftly boaft of many valuable exoticks. At that period, the 
fortune of war having thrown into the poftellion of Lord 
Rodney, a French Ihip bound from the illand of Bourbon to 
Cape Francis in St. Domingo, which was found to 'have on 
board fome plants of the genuine cinnamon, the mango and 
other oriental produdlions, his lordlhip, from that generous 
partiality which he always manifefted for Jamaica and its in¬ 
habitants, prefented the plants to his favourite illand;—thus 
nobly ornamenting and enriching the country his valour had 
protected from conqueft. Happily, the prelent was not ill 
bellowed. The cinnamon may now be laid to be naturalized 
to the country : feveral perfons are eltablilhing plantations 
of it, and one gentleman has let out fifty thouland plants. 
The mango is become almoil as common as the orange j 
but for want of attention runs into a thouland feminal 
Vol. I. D d varieties. 
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II* cions (h). 

I shall conclude tills chapter, with anauthentick catalogue 
of the foreign plants in the publick botanical garden of this 
illand; lamenting, at the fame time, that I am not able to gra¬ 
tify the reader with a more copious and extenfivc difplay, from 
the magnificent collection of my late friend Hinton Eaft, 
Efquire, who hucj promifed to favour me with an Hortus 
Bajlenjis , to be prepared under his own immediate infpeiftion 
purpofely for this work;—but much greater room have I to 
lament the caule of my difappointment, and mourn over the 
feverity of that fate which luddenly fnatchcd a mod amiable 
and excellent citizen from his friends and the publick, and hur- 


(h) The cinnamon tree grows to the height of twenty or thirty feet; it puts 
out numerous fide-branches with a denfe foliage from the very bottom of the 
trunk, which furnilhes an opportunity of obtaining plenty of layers, and facili¬ 
tates the propagation of the tree, as it does not perfect its feeds in any quantity 
under fix or feven years, when it becomes fo plentifully loaded, that a tingle 
tree is almolt fufficient for a colony. When planted from layers, it is of a pretty 
quick growth, reaching in eight years the height of fifteen or twenty feet, is 
very fpreading, and furnifhed with numerous branches of a fit fixe for decortation. 
The feeds are long in coming up. The fmall branches of about an inch diame¬ 
ter yield the beft cinnamon, which is itfelf the limber or inner bark of the tree, and 
it requires fome dexterity to feparate the outer barks, which would vitiate the 
flavour. Specimens of the inner bark, tranfmitted by Dr. Dancer, the illand 
botanift, to the Society of Arts, were found fully tojjofllfs the aroma and taftc of 
the true cinnamon from Ceylon, and indeed to be fuperior to any cinnamon im¬ 
ported from Holland ; and in all other refpe&s to agree perfectly with the deferip- 
tion of the oriental cinnamon given by Burman. See their refolutions of the 14th 
December 1790* 
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ried him to an untimely grave.—Such Is the vanity of hope, 
and the uncertainty of life ! (i) 

(i) This whole pafiage {lands as it appeared in the firft edition; but a very 
copious and accurate account of Mr. Kail's garden being now fubjoihed in an 
appendix to this volume, it is thought unncccfi'ary to fwcll the book with tho 
catalogue firft above-mentioned; more cfpecially as all the plants in the garde* 
on the publick eftablifhment, with a vaft variety of others, are comprehended 
in that of Mr. Eaft, whofe death, which happened in January 1792, was a na¬ 
tional lofs. While I write this I am informed, that the a/Tcmbly of Jamaica 
have purchafed his garden for the ufe of the publick, 
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CHAP. V. 

topographical defcription. — towns, villages, and parijhcs.— 
Churches , church-livings , and vtfries.—Governor or Com¬ 
mander in chief.—Courts of judicature.—Public offices.— 
Legifiature and laws. — Revenues. — taxes. — Coins, and rate 
of exchange. — Militia.—Number of inhabitants of all con¬ 
ditions and complexions.—trade, Jhipping, exports and im¬ 
ports. — Report of the Lords of trade in 1734. —Prefent Jlate 
of the trade with Spanijh America.—Origin and policy of 
the aft for efablijhing free ports.—Difplay of the prognfs 
of the if and in cultivation, by comparative (latcmcnts of 
its inhabitants and produfts at different periods .—Appendix 
N /. NIL 

T HE Eland of Jamaica is divided into three counties,. 

which are named Middlesex, Surry, and Cornwall. 
The county of Middlefex is compofed of eight parilhes, one 
town, and thirteen villages. The town is that of St. Jago-de- 
la-Vega or Spanijh-town, the capital of the ifland. Moll of 
the villages of this and the other counties, arc hamlets of no 
great account, fituated at the different harbours and fnipping- 
places, and fupported by the traffick carried on there. St. ffago- 
de-la-Fega is lituated on the banks of the river Cobre, about 
fix miles from the fea, and contains between five and lix 

hundred 
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hundred houfes, and about five thoufand inhabitants, including 
free people of colour. It is the refidencc of the governor or 
commander in chief, who is accommodated with a fupcrb 
palace; and it is here, that the legislature is convened, and 
the Court of Chancery, and the Supreme Court of Judicature, 
are held. 


C 


c 


The county of Surry contains feven parishes, two towns, and 
eight villages. The towns are thofe of Kingfton and Port- 
Royal : the former of which is lituated on the north-fidc of 
a beautiful harbour, and was founded in 1 69 g , when re¬ 
peated delegations by earthquake and fire had driven the inha¬ 
bitants from Port-Royal. It contains one thoufand lire hundred 
and lixty-five houfes, betides negro-huts and warehouf.’S. The 
number of white inhabitants, in the year 1788, was fix t 110 a I*., nd 
five hundred and thirty-nine: of free people of colour three 
thoufmd two hundred and eighty : of Haves fixteen thoufand fix 
hundred and fifty-nine ;—total number of inhabitants, of all 
complexions and conditions, twenty-fix thoufand four hundred 
and feventy-eight. It is a place of great trade and opulence. 
Many of the houfes in the upper part 01 the town are extremely 
magnificent; and the markets for butcher-' meat, tu.fle, fuh, 
poultry, fruits and vegetables, 6cc. am iu!t:v>r to rene. I 
can add too, from the information ol a learned and ingenious 
friend, who kept comparative regifiers of mortality, tit:* t fince 
the liirrounding country is become cleared of wood, this town 

is found to be as healthful as any in Europe fa j. 

i 1 y Port- 

(a) The number of the unite inhabitant-, in Kingfton, lud incrcafeu in 1 7,71 to 
about 7,000. lit that year the burial- were 151 white men (including 45 from 

ths 
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Port-Royal, once a place of the greateft wealth and im¬ 
portance in the Weft Indies, is now reduced, by repeated cala¬ 
mities, to three ftreets, a few lanes, and about two hundred 
houfes. It contains, however, the royal navy yard, for heaving 
down and refitting the king’s fhips; the navy hofpital, and 
barracks for a regiment of foldiers. The fortifications are kept 
in excellent order, and vie in ftrength, as I am told, with any 
fortrefs in the king’s dominions. 

Cornwall contains five parifhej, three towns, and fix vil¬ 
lages,—The towns are Savanna-la-Mar on the fouth fide of the 
ifland, and Montego Bay and Falmouth on the north. The 
former was almoft entirely deftroyed by a dreadful hurricane 
and inundation of the fea in 1780. It is now partly rebuilt, 
and may contain from fixty to fevcnty houfes. 

Montego-Bay is a fiourifhing and opulent town : itcon- 
fifts of two hundred and twenty-five houfes, thirty-three of 
which are capital ftores or warehoufes, and contains about fix 

the publick hofpital) 23 white women, and 20 white children. Total 194. Of 
the men, the whole number from the hofpital, and a great many of the other?, 
were tranitent perfons, chiefly difearded or vagabond fcamcn; but without making 
any allowance for extraordinarymortality on that account, if this return, which is 
taken from the Parochia) Rcgifter, be compared with the bills of mortality in the 
manufacturing towns of England, the refult will be confiderably in favour of Ja- 
n^aica. In the large and opulent town of Mancheftcr, for inftance, the whole 
number of intebitants in 1773, comprehending Salford, was 29,151, and the 
average number of burials (difi'enters included) for live preceding years W'as 958. 
If the mortality in Mancheftcr had been in no greater proportion than in King- 
the deaths would not have exceeded 813. 
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hundred white inhabitants. The number of top-fail veflels 
which clear annually at this port are about one hundred and 
fifty, of which leventy are capital fhips; but in this account 

are included part of thofe which enter at Kingdom 

♦ 

Falmouth, or (as it is more commonly called) the Point , 
is fituated on the fouth-fide of Martha-Brae harbour, and, in¬ 
cluding the adjoining villages of Martha-Brae and the Rock, is 
compofed of two hundred and twenty houfcs. The rapid in- 
creafe of this town and neighbourhood within the lad fixteen 
years is adonifhing. In 1771, the three villages of Martha- 
Brae, Falmouth, and the Rock, contained together but eighteen 
houfes j and the vehcls which entered annually at the port of 
Falmouth did not exceed ten. At prefent it can boad of 
upwards of thirty capital Rationed fhips, which load for Great 
Britain, exclufive of Hoops and lmaller craft. 

Each parifh (or precind: confiding of an union of two or 
more parifhes) is governed by a chief magidrate, dyled Cujios 
Rotulorum , and a body ot juftices unlimited by law as to number, 
by whom feflions of the peace are held every three months, 
and courts of Common Pleas to try actions arifing within the 
parifii or precinft, to an amount not exceeding twenty pounds. 
In matters of debt not exceeding forty diillings, a fingle judice 
is authorized to determine. 

The whole twenty parifhes contain eighteen churches and 
chapels, and each parilh is provided with a re&or, and other 
church officers j the rettors livings, the prefentation to which 
5 reds 
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I'h as follows, viz. St. Catherine £. 300 per annum ; Kingfton, 
St. Thomas in the Eaft, Clarendon, and Weftmorcland, JT. 250 
per annum; St. David, St. George, and Portland, JT. 100 per 
annum ; all the reft JT. 200 per annum. Thole fums are paid 
in lieu of tythes by the churchwardens of the feveral parishes 
relpcdlively, from the amount of taxes levied by the veftries 
on the inhabitants. 

Each parilh builds and repairs a parfonage houfe, or allows 
the redtor Jf. 50 per annum in lieu of one ; befides which, 
many of the livings have glebe lands of very confiderablc value 
annexed to them, as the parilliof St. Andrew, which altogether 
is valued at one thouland pounds fterling per annum (bj. The 
billiop of London is laid to claim this illand as part of his 
diocele, but his jurifdidtion is renounced and barred by the 
laws of the country; and the governor or commander in chief, 
as lupreme head of the provincial church, not only inducts into 
the feveral redtories, on the requifite tcftimonials being pro¬ 
duced that the candidate has been admitted into prieft’s orders 
according to the canons of the church of England, but he is 
likewife veiled with the power of lufpending a clergyman of 
lewd and difordcrly life ab officio , upon application from his 
parifhioners. A fufpenlion ab ojficic is in fadl a fufpenlion a 
bencficio , no minifter being entitled to his ftipend for any 

(h) In the year 17B8, the alTcmbly palled a law to prohibit the burial of the 
dead within the walls of the churches; and as by this regulation feveral of the 
rectors were deprived of a perquifite, an augmentation of £- 50 per annum was 
made to mult of the livings,- 

longer 
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longer time than he fliall actually officiate; unlefs prevented CHAP, 
by ficknefs. V. 

The veftries are compofed of the cullos, *nd two other 
magiftrates; the redtor and ten veilrymen j the latter are eledted 
annually by the freeholders. Beftdes their power of affeffing ’ 
and appropriating taxes, they appoint way-wardens, and allot 
labourers for the repair of the publick highways. They like- 
wile nominate proper perfons, who are called colledting con- 
ltables, for the collection both of the publick and' parochial 
taxes. 

The fupreme court of judicature for the whole illand (com¬ 
monly called the Grand Court, as pofleffing fimilar jurildiCtion 
in this country to that of the feveral courts of King’s Bench, 

Common Pleas, and Exchequer, in Great Britain) is held in 
the town of St. Jago-de-la-Vega, the capital of the country of 
Middlefex, on the lalt Tuefday of each of the months of 
February, May, Auguft, and November, in every year. In this 
court, the chief juftice of the Bland prefides, whofc falary is only 

. I 20, but the perquilites arifing from the office make it worth 
about £. 3,000 per annum. The affiltant judges are gentlemen 
of the illand, commonly planters, who receive neither lalary 
nor reward of any kind for their attendance. Three judges mull 
be prefent to conftitute a court ; and each, term is limited in 
duration to three weeks. From this couit, if the matter in 
difpute in a civil adtion he for a fum of /J. 300 lleriing, or up¬ 
wards, an appeal lies to the governor and council, as a court of 

Vol. I. E e en\.r; 
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t , the governor alone (cJ. 

Assize courts alfo are held every three months, in Kingfton 
for the county of Surry, and in Savanna-la-Mar for the county 
of Cornwall. The Surry court begins the laft Tuefday in 
January, April, July, and October. The Cornwall court begins 
the laft Tuefday in March, June, September, and December •, 
each aflize court is limited to a fortnight in duration. Thus 
have the inhabitants law-courts every month of the year, be- 
fides the courts of chancery, ordinary, admiralty, and the 
feveral parifti courts (d). The judges of the affize court adt 

(c) By an early law of this illand (palled in 1681) freeholders of known refi- 
dence are not fubjedt to arreft, and being held to bail in civil proccfs. The 
mode of proceeding is, to deliver the party a fummons (leaving it at his houfe 
is deemed good fervice) together with a copy of the declaration, fourteen days 
before the court, whereupon the defendant is bound to appear, the very next 
court, or judgment will pafs by default. Twenty-eight days after the firft day 
of each court execution ifl’ucs ; for which there is but one writ, comprehending 
both a fieri facias and a capias ad fatisfaciendum ; but as no general imparlance is 
allowed before judgment, it is ena&ed that the effects levied on, (hall remain in 
the defendant’s hands until the next court, to give him an opportunity of dif- 
poftng of them to the belt advantage j and if he then fails paying over the money, 
a venditioni exponas iflues to the marflial, to fell thofc, or any other goods, or 
take his perfon. The modern practice is to make no levy on the execution, 
whereby the debtor obtains the indulgence of one term, or court, after which 
both his perfon and goods are liable under the writ of venditione exponas. 

(d) Soon after this was written an a£i was pafled (I think in 1790) by which 
the Auguft term in the fupreme court was aboliihed, and a long vacation efta- 
blifhed as in England, with flmilar regulations for the aflize courts, to the great 
relief of perfons attending as jurors, 

without 
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without falary or reward, as well as the affiflant judges of the c H 
fupreme court, any one of whom, if prefent, prefides in the \ 
affize court. No appeal from the latter to the former is 1 
allowed, but judgments of the affize immediately following the 
fupreme court, are confidered as of one and the fame court, 
and have an equal right in point of priority with tliofe ob¬ 
tained in the grand court. 


The governor or commander in chief is chancellor by his 
office, and prefides iblely in that high department, which is 
adminifttred with great form and folemnity. He is alfo the 
foie oid;nary for the probate of wills and granting letters of 
admir, Id-ration. From the firft of thefc offices, he derives 
extent!Vv an; by, and from the latter confiderable emolu¬ 
ment fej. 

As 

(c) The proius and emoluments arifing annually from the government of 
Jamaica may, I think, be dated nearly as follows, viz. 

Salary — — — — £. 5,000 

Fees in Chancery — — — —150 

Fees of the Court of Ordinary — — —■ 1,400 

Share ot Cud om Hoi he Seizures — — — i,oco 

The afTLtnbly have purch.iled for the governor’s ufe, a farm of about 
300 acres, called the Government Penn, and built an elegant villa 
thereon. I.iicewifc a polhik or provifion fettlement in the mountains 
(which is alfo provided with a comfortable maniion-houlc) and docked 
both properties with 50 negroes, and a fufficiency of cattle, fheep, fee. 

From thele places (which are e\uulivc of the ‘ king’s houie in 
Spanifh T own) t ic governor is, or ought to be, fupplied with hay and 
corn, mutton, miik, poultry, and provifions for his domefticks, creating 
a lavmg in his houihold expcnccs of at leait —* — i,coo 


21 

A I*. 

r 
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Total in currency —£. 8,550 
E e 2 Being 
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As appendages of the fupreme court, the feveral great 
offices, viz. the office of enrollments, or fecretary of the ifiand, 
provoft-marffial-general, clerk of the court (or prothonctary, 
cuftos-brevium, &c.) are held and fituated in Spaniffi Town. 
The fil'd; is an office of record, in which the laws paffi-d by 
the legifiature are preferved ; and copies of them entered info 
fair volumes. In this office all deeds, wills, tales, and patents, 
muft be regiftered. It is likewife required that all perfons (after 
fix weeks refidence) intending to depart this ifiand, do affix their 
names in this office, twenty-one days before they are entitled 
to receive a ticket or let-pafs, to enable them to leave the 
country. In order to enforce this regulation, mafters of vef- 
fels are obliged, at the time of entry, to give lecurity in the 
fium of £. i,ooo not to carry off the ifiand any perfon with¬ 
out fuch ticket or let-pafs. Truffees, attornies and guardians 
of orphans, are required to record annually in this office ac¬ 
counts of the produce of eftates in their charge j and, by a 
late ad:, mortgagees in poffeffion are obliged to regiftcr not 
only accounts of the crops of each year, but alfo annual ac¬ 
counts current of their receipts and payments. Tranfcripts of 
deeds, &cc. from the office, properly certified, are evidences in 
any court of law, and all deeds muff be enrolled within three 


Being equal to £. 6,ioo {foiling; and this is altogether exclusive of fees 
received by his private fee rotary for militia commiffions, &c. &c. &c. which 
are not eafily ejeertained. It is fuppofed alfo that money has fometimes been 
made by the fale of church livings; and vaft Anns were formerly raifed by 
efeheats. 

N. B. A governor of Jamaica may live very hgnourably for £. 3,000 ficrlinj 
per annum. 

§ month* 
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months after date, or they are declared to be void as againft any 
other deed proved and regiftered within the time limited j but 
if no fecond deed is on record, then the fame are valid, though 
regiftered after the three months. It is prefumed that the 
profits of this oftice, which is held by patent from the crown, 
and exercifed by deputation, exceed £. 6,000 fterling per 
annum . 

The provoft-marftial-general is an officer of high rank and 
great authority.—The name denotes a military origin, and 
doubtlefs the office was firft inftituted in this ifland before the 
introduction of civil government, and continued afterwards 
through neceffity. It is now held by patent from the crown, 
which is ufually granted for two lives, and the patentee is 
permitted to aCt by deputy, who is commonly the liigheft bid¬ 
der. The powers and authorities annexed to this office are 
various ?*the aCting officer is in faft high-fherift' of the whole 
illand during his continuance in office, and permitted to 
nominate deputies under him for every pariffi or precinCt. His 
legal receipts have been known to exceed £ .7,000 fterling per 
annum, and it is fuppofed that fome of his deputies make 
nearly as much. 

The office of clerk of the fupremc court is likewife held 
by patent and exercifed by deputation. Evidence was given 
to the houfe of aflembly fome years ago, that its annual value 
at that time exceeded £. 9,000 currency. Of late, I believe 
it is conliderably dimini (lied. 


Of 
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Ir - of the regifter in chancery, receiver-general and treafurcr of the 
1 v ill and, naval officer, and collector of the cuftoms for the port 
ot King Ron. All theie appointments, whether held by patent 
or commiffion, are likewife fuppofed to afford conliderable 
emolument to perfons redding in Great Britain. It is com¬ 
puted on the whole, that not lefs than JT. 30,000 ftcrling 
is remitted annually, by the depute; in office within the ifland, 
to their principals in the mother-country (f). 

The legifiature of Jamaica is compofed of the captain- 
general or commander in chief, of a council nominated by the 
crown, confiding of twelve gentlemen, and a houfe of afl'embly 
containing forty-three members, who are elected by the free¬ 
holders, viz. three for the feveral towns and pari flies of St. Jago- 
de-Ia-Vega, Kingfton, and Port Royal, and two for each of the 
other parishes. The qualification required in the elector, is a 


(f) It is not very plcafant to the refident inhabitants to obferve, that almoft all 
the patent offices in the colonies arc excrcifed by deputies, who notorioufly and 
avowedly obtain their appointments by purchafe. Lrafts for years of fome of them 
have been fold by auction; and nothing is more common, at the expiration of thofe 
lcafes, than thecircumftance of an inferior clerk outbidding his employer (the re¬ 
fident deputy) and flepping into his place. It may be doubted whether both the 
feller and buyer in fuch cafes are not fubjedt to the penalties of the flatutc 5 
and 6. Eiivv VI. againft the fale and purchafe of offices relating to the adrr.ini- 
fhatiou or Jufticc. By an excol! -nt Jaw, however, which patted in the admini- 
firation of the prefent Marquis of Lanfde.wn then Mtrl of Shelburne, the griev¬ 
ance will in a gr ;.r ..n-e be prevented in future, for it is cnadted by the 22d 

Geo. III. c. 75. :i no n thenceforth no office to be cxt-rcifed in the planta¬ 
tions fir H b t.j by patent, for any longer term -inn during fuch time as the 
grantee tin; .of jhall dijeburge the duty in perjon. 
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freehold of ten pounds per annum in the parifli where the c H A P. 

ele&ion is made; and in the reprefentative, a landed freehold of V. 

three hundred pounds per annum, in any part of the ifland, or a —J 

perfonal eftate of three thoufand pounds. In the proceedings 

of the general aflembly they copy, as nearly as local circum- 

flances will admit, the legiflature of Great Britain j and all 

their bills (thofe of a private nature excepted) have the force 

of laws as foon as the governor’s aflent is obtained. The 

power of rejection however is drill referved in the crown; 

but until the royal difapprobation is flgnified, tlie laws arc 

valid. 

Of the laws thus pafied, the principal relate chiefly to regu¬ 
lations of local policy, to which the law of England is not 
applicable, as the Have fyflrem for in dance (g) ; on which, and 
other cafes, the Englifh laws being fllent, the colonial legifla¬ 
ture has made, and continues to make, fuch provifion therein, 
as the exigencies of the colony are fuppofed to require; and on 
fome occaflons, where the principle of the English law has 
been adopted, it has been found neceilary to alter and modify its 
provifions, fo as to adapt them to circumftances and lituation. 

Thus, in the mode of fetting out emblements, the practice of 


(g) Thus the evidence of a Have is not admiffible againft a white perfon. 
Again, although by a very early law of this ifland, flaves are confldered as inhe¬ 
ritance, and are accordingly fubjedt to the incidents of real property (for as 
they go to the heir, fo may the widow have dower of them, and the furviving 
hufband be tenant by courtefy; and this holds equally whether flaves are pofl'died 
in grofs, or belong to a plantation) yet in refpedt of debts, flaves are confldered 
as chattels, and the executor is bound to inventory them like other chat¬ 
tels. 

flue 
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[ _ l \’ the publick roads, the maintenance of the clergy, and the relief 

of the poor, very great deviations from the pra&ice of the 
mother-country have been found indifpcnfably requifite (h). 

The 

(h) An outline of the law of infolvcncy may not be unacceptable to the reader. 
—A debtor, after three months continuance in actual confinement, may obtain 
his liberty under the following conditions: three weeks previous to the next 
fitting of the fupreme court, he is to give notice by publick advertisement, that he 
means to take the benefit of the adt, and to that end, has lodged all his books 
of account in the hands of the marfhal or keeper of the gaol, for infpedtion by 
his creditors. lie (hall then, on the fir It day of term, be brought by petition 
before the court, where he is to fubferibe and deliver in a fchedule of his whole 
eflate and effedts, and fubmit, if any one of his creditors require it, to an exa¬ 
mination, viva vtce^ upon oath, in open court. To this fchedule he mult annex 
an affidavit, certifying that it contains a juft account of all his propetty, debts, 
and effedts, except clothing, bedding, and working tools, not worth more than 
iol.; that he has given no preference tc. any particular creditor, for three months 
previous to his confinement, nor conveyed away nor concealed any part of his 
eftate or effedts. The court thereupon, being fatisfied with the prifoncr’s ex¬ 
amination, {hall appoint one or more of the creditors to be affignees fur the 
benefit of the whole ; and order them pofleffion of the property and effedts, and 
difeharge the party from confinement. Gaol fees of thole who arc unable to 
pay them, are paid by the publick. There are various regulations for the preven¬ 
tion of fraud, and it is declared, that if any perfons claiming the benefit of the 
adl, {hall knowingly forfwcar themiclves, and be convidlcd of perjury in con- 
fequence thereof, they {hall be adjudged guilty of felony without benefit of clergy, 
and fufter death accordingly. It is all’o provided, that no ccbtor fliall have the 
benefit of the adt more than once, and that the future ctiate and effects of per¬ 
fons difeharged under it (but not their perfons or apparel) {hull lliil be liable to 
make up the former deficiency. I3y a fubiequent law, however, which the Author 
of this work had the honour to propofe, as a member of the amenably, a debtor 
may be difeht-rged a fecond time on the fame conditions, provided he had fully 
paid his former creditors btf ic his fecond infolvency ; and even if he lias not 

paid 



WEST INDIES. 


217 


The revenues of this ifland may be divided into two CHAP, 
branches ; the one perpetual^ by an ad: of the year 1728, called v - 
the revenue law, of the origin of which I have already fpoken, 
and of which the quit-rents conffitute a part; the other annual, 
by grants of the legiflature. The revenue law may raife about 
£. 12,000 per annum, of which £. 8,000 is particularly appro¬ 
priated, as I have elfewhere obferved, and the furplus is appli¬ 
cable to the contingent expences of government, in aid of the 
annual funds. The governor receives £. 2,500 per annum out 
of the £.8,000 fund. A further falary of £. 2,500 is fettled 
upon him during his refidence in the ifland by a fpecial ad of 
the legiflature, pafled the beginning of his adminiftration, and 
is made payable out of fome one of the annual funds provided 
by the aflembJy. Thefe at this time may amount to £.70,000, 
of which about £.40,000 is a provifion for granting an addi¬ 
tional pay to the officers and foldiers of his majelty’s forces 
ftationed for the prctedion of the ifland. Every commiflioned 
officer being entitled to 20 s. per week, and every private to 
5-r.: An allowance is alfo made to the wives and children of 
the foldiers ; which with the Britifh pay enables them to 
live much more comfortably than the king’s troops generally 
do in Europe. 

The uffial ways and means adopted for railing the above 
taxes are, firff, a duty of 20 s. per head on all negroes im¬ 
ported ; fecondly, a duty on all rum and other fpirits retailed 

paid the debts on which he before took the benefit of the act, he fliall be dif- 
eharged, after an aflual confinement of two years j the court being fatisfied that he 
has fairly furrcndcred all his eftate and effe&s to the ufe of his creditors. 

Vol. I. F f “ and 
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and confumed within the ifland ; thirdly, the deficiency law r 
an ad: which was intended originally to oblige all proprietors of 
Haves to keep one white perfon for every thirty blacks ; bat 
the penalty, which is fometimes £. 13, at other times £. 26 
per annum , for each white perfon deficient of the number 
required, is become fo productive a fource of revenue, that 
the bill is now confidered as one of the annual fupply bills: 
fourthly, a poll-tax on all Have*, and dock, and a rate on rents 
and wheel-carriages. Befides thefe, occafional tax-bills are - 
palled by the legiflature, as neceiUty may require. I have 
fubjoined in a note the eftimate of the contingent charges of 
the government of this ifland on the annual' funds for the 
year 1788, and of the ways and means- for the payment 
thereof (ij'*. 

Thr 


(i)' EJlimate of the ordinary CoNTiN’CT.rJT Charges of the Government if 
\'JAMAICA on the annual funds for the year 1788, viz. 


Governor’s additional falary —» 

Subfiftence of the Troops, and Hofpital expcnces 
Salaries to Officers of the Afl'embly, Printing, &c. 
Clerk of the Grand Court - - - 

Cleric of the Crown - - 

Clerk to the Commiffioners of Forts 
Surveyor to the Bath - - 

Port Officers and Waiters - 

Maroon Negro Parties - - 

Superintendants refiding in- the Maroon-Towns - 
To the Engineer and Captain of different Forts 
For the Support of the Botanick Garden 
Salary to the Agent - 


2,500 — ~ 
41,300 — — 

2.300 — — 
100 — — 

1-00 —- 

r 5 o — — 
200 — — 

1,600 — —- 
1,000 — — 

1.300 — — 
1,000 — — 

280 — — 
420 — — 


Carried over 


- fSW — — 


To 
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Tin; current coins are Portugal pieces of gold, called the 
half-johannes, valued in England at 36 s. each; thefe pafj 
here, if of full weight, at 55/. Spanilh gold coins current 


Brought forward - 52,250 

To the Officers of the Troops for private Lodging* 1,430 
Supplying the Forts with Water - - 1,089 

To the Comtniffioners of the Forts - - 5,600 

To the Kingfton Hofpital - 50Q 

Sundry Demands on the Publick for Official Fees, Me¬ 
dical Care and Gaol Fees of Prifonees, Repairs of the 
Publick Buildings, &c. &c. - - 4,359 

Charges of collecting ; viz. Collecting Conflable's and 
Receiver General’s Commiffions, Reliefs, &c. 15 per 
cent. - - * 9*783 


7 9 

6 — 


jC-75iOi* 13 9 


Ways and Means. 

Outftanding Debts - - jT. 25,000 

"Negro Duty, computed at - 6,ooo 

Rum Duty - - 14,000 

Double Deficiency on Negroes 24,000 

Poll-Tax - 67,000 


t 36,000 — — 

Dedudt for prompt Payment 10 per 

cent. - - 13,600 — — 

—-——- •- 122, .{^0 


The overplus was applied towards difeharging the Publick D< bt, which was 
eftimated at 180,000 currency; but fince then, the contingent charges of 
government, have rifen annually to double the amount above llatcd, owing chiefly 
to a great augmentation of the Britifh troops; the whole cxpence of railing and 
maintaining all which (above the number of 3000) is thrown upon the iiland. 
Among thefe is a regiment of light-dragoons, which is mounted on horfes bred in 
the country. 

F f 2 here. 
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here, are, doubloons at £. 5. 5 s. each, and pifloles at 2 6s. 3 d. 
Silver coins are Spanifh milled dollars at 6/. Sd. and fo in 
proportion for the fmaller parts of this coin; the lowed coin 
is called a bitty equal to about 5 d. flerling. A guinea paffcs 
for 32 s. 6 d. This, however, is confiderably more than the 
ufual rate of exchange, by which /J. 100 flerling gives £, 1 40 
currency. 

From the fltuation of this ifland amidfl potent and envious 
rivals, and the vaft difproportion between the number of 
white inhabitants and the flaves, it may he fuppofed that the 
maintenance of a powerful and well-ciileiplined militia is among 
the firft objects of the policy of the legiflature; and accordingly 
all perfons, from fifteen to fixty years of age, are obliged by law 
to enlift themfelves either in the horfe or foot, and to provide 
at their own expence the neceflary accoutrements; but this 
law, I doubt, is not very rigidly enforced, as the whole militia, 
which is compofed of three regiments of horfe and fourteen 
regiments of foot, does not confift I conceive of more than 
7000 effective troops; neither do the ufual employments and 
habits of life, either of the officers or privates, conduce very 
much to military fubordination.—However, in times of actual 
danger, whether from the revolt of flaves, or the probability 
of invafion, no troops in the world could have fhewn greater 
promptitude or alacrity in fervice, than has been difplayed by 
the militia of Jamaica. In fuch emergencies, the commander 
in chief, with the advice and confent of a general council of 
war, (in which the members of the afiembly have voices) may 

proclaim 
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proclaim martial law. His power is then di&atoriai; and all CHAP, 
perfons are fubjedt to the articles of war (/:). V. 

From the given number of men able to bear arms in any 
country, it is ufual with political writers to eftimate the inha¬ 
bitants at large ; but their rule of calculation does not apply 
to Jamaica, where the bulk of the people confifts of men 
without families. Europeans who come to this ifland have 
feldom an idea of fettling here for life. Their aim is gene¬ 
rally to acquire fortunes to enable them to lit down comfortably 
in their native country; and, in the meanwhile, they confider 
a family as an incumbrance. Marriage, therefore, beis,' held in 
but little eftimation, the white women and child;;,’ 1 do not 
bear the fame proportion to the males, as in European climates. 

From thefe, and other caufes, I have found it difficult toafeer- 
tain with precilion the number of the white inhabitants. 

(k) Soon after the above was written (the Author being at that time in Ja¬ 
maica) the lieutenant-governor, by the advice of a council of war, proclaimed 
martial law. This was in December, 1791, and it arofe fiom a notion very 
generally prevalent in the ifland, ha confpir.cies and projects of rebellion were 


afloat among the negroes, in 

confcquence of the ditturh mces in 

Sr. Domingo. 

This apprehenfion induced a 

very ftrict obfervance of the nulitiu laws ; and the 

following was the return of the Cavalry and Infantry to head-quarcers on the 13th 

of January, 1792. 







Total* 

County of Surry 

336 Cavalry 

2,141 Infantry 

2,477 

Middlefex 

375 - 

2,647-- 

3,022 

Cornwall 

368- 

2 » 3°5 -— 

2 ,673 



Effectives 

8,172 


Free negroes and men of colour included j their number was 1,889. The Ma- 
r 0021s are not co.npiehcndcd, 

J 


I have 
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BOOK I have bjscn informed, that a late intelligent chief governor 
(General Campbell) computed them, after diligent refearch, 
' at 25,000 ; and I am induced to believe, from more than one 
mode of calculation, (that General Campbell’s eftimate was 
near the truth.—This computation was made in 1780, lince 
which time I am of opinion, from the many loyal Americans 
who have fixed themlelves in Jamaica, and other caufes, this 
number.is confiderably increafed. Including the troops and 
lea-faring people, the .white population may, I think, f>c fixed 
Ut 30,000. 

The freed negroes and people of colour are computed. In 
a report of a committee of the houfe of affembly of the 12th 
of November, 1788, at 500 in each parifh, on an average of 
■the whole; which makes 10,000, exclufive of the black 
people .called Maroons, who enjoy a limited degree of freedom 
by treaty. Thefe, by the lafi; returns that I have feen, amount 
to about i^oo(lJ. 

Of negroes in a Hate of flavery in tills illand, the precrie 
number in December, 1787, as afeertained on oath in the rolls 

(l) It is generally fuppofed, and has been very confidently afferted, that thefe 
people have dccreafed ; but the fact is otherwife. The miltatc has arifen from 
the circumftance that fame of their towns have been deferted; which is indeed 
true, but the caufe has been, that the negroes have only removed from one town 
to another. It is fufiiciently known, that they are the defendants of negroes 
formerly in rebellion, with whom, in the years 1738 and 1739, Governor 
Trelawney entered into treaty, which the Aflembly confirmed, and granted them 
freedom under certain limitations. The number that furrendered was under 
boo. In the year 1770 they confifted of 885 men, women, and children. In 
(he year 1773 were ; and they were increafed in 1788 to 1,333. 

from 
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from which the poll-taxis levied, was 210,894; and a3 it CHAP, 
may anfwer more ufeful purpofes hereafter than the mere gra- v - 
tification of curiofity, I fliall diftinguifli the numbers in each 
parifh, which are the following,: 


St. Dorothy —« 

St. Catherine •*** 
St. John — — 

St. Thomas in the. Vale 
Vere — 

St. Mary — 

St. Ann — 

Kingfton- —- 

St. Andrew — 

St. David — 

St. Thomas in the Eafl 
Portland — 

St. George — 

St. Elizabeth — 

Hanover —- 

St. James — 

Trclawnev — 

✓ 

Port-Royal — 

W eftmoreland — 

Clarendon —— 

Total 


3,129 

5»3°4 

5,880 

7>459 
7>4*7 
17»H 4 

1 3>3 2 4 
6,162 

9> 6, 3 
z,881 

20,492 

4 'S 37 

5,050- 

^3,280 
17,612 
18,546 
19,318 
2,229 
16,700 

*4>747 

210,894 


It appears, however, from the report of a committee of the 
affcmbly above cited, that in moft of the panflies it is cuf- 

6 tomarv 
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tomary to exempt perfons not having more than fix negroes, 
from the payment of taxes on Haves, whereby many of the 
negroes, efpecially in the towns (tn)> are not given in to the 
different veftries, and the returns of^a great many others are 
fraudulently concealed; thus the tax-rolls do not contain the 
full number of Haves, which, in the opinion of the committee, 
were at that time 240,000, at the lead ; and there is not a 
doubt that upwards of 10,000 have been left in the country 
from the importations of the lad two years, exclufive of de- 
creafe. The whole number of inhabitants therefore, of all 
complexions and conditions, may be Hated as follows : 


Whites - - ----- 30,000 

Freed negroes, and people of colour 10,000 
Maroons ------ - 1,400 

Negro Haves ------ 250,000 


Total - 291,400 


The trade of this ifland will bed; appear by the quantity of 
fhipping and the number of feamen to which it gives employ¬ 
ment, and the nature and quantity of its exports. The follow¬ 
ing is an account, from the books of the Inipcdtor General 
of Great Britain, of the number of veflels of all kinds, their 
regidered tonnage and number of men, which cleared from the 

(m) In Kingfton, for inftance, t|ie real number is 16,659, inftead of 6,162, the 
number on the tax-rolls. On an average of the whole number cf parishes, the 
negroes not given in or returned may be reckoned at one-feventh part of the 
whole. 


leveral 
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feveral ports of entry in Jamaica in the year 1787, exclufive of C H A P. 
coafting floops, wherries, &c. viz. V ’ 


For Great Britain - - - 

Number 
of Veflels. 

242 

Tonnage. 

63 . 47 1 

Me*. 

7»748 

Ireland - 

IO 

1,231 

9 * 

American States - - 

133 

13,041 

893 

Britifti American Colonies 66 

6 > l 33 

449 

Foreign Weft Indies 

22 

1,903 

*55 

Africa - - 

I 

109 

8 

Total - 

474 

85,888 

9.344 


It muft, however, be obferved, that as many of the veflels 
clearing for America and the foreign Weft Indies make two 
or more voyages in the year, it is ufual, in computing the real 
number of thofe veflels, their tonnage and men, to dedu<ft one- 
third from the official numbers. With this corre<ftion the 
total to all parts is 400 veflels, containing 78,862 tons, navi¬ 
gated by 8,845 men « 

The exports for the fame year are given on the fame 
authority, as follows 


G 


o 
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Inlpe&or- 



Infpe&or-General’s Account of the Jamaica Exports, between the 5th of January 1787 and the 
. 5th of January 1788; with the Value in Sterling Money, according to the Prices then current 
at the London Market. 
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But it muft be noted, that a confiderable part of the cotton, CHAP, 
indigo, tobacco, mahogany, dye-woods, and miicellaneous ar- v - 
tides, included in the preceding account, is the produce of the J 

foreign Weil Indies imported into Jamaica, partly under the 
free-port law, and partly in fmall Britiih veifels employed in 
a contraband trafHck with the Spaniih American territories, 
payment of which is made chiefly in Britiih manufactures and 
negroes i and confiderable quantities of bullion, obtained by 
the fame means, are annually remitted to Great Britain, of 
which no precife accounts can be procured. 

The General Account of Imports into Jamaica will iland 
nearly as follows, viz. 


Crg 2 


IMPORTS 
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IMPORTS INTO JAMAICA. 




t Britifh manufactures - 686,657 
r Foreign merchandize 72,275 


s. 

a 

3 


d. 

3 

1 


From Great Britain, 
dir eft, according 
to a return of the 
Inlpeftor-General 
for 1787 - - 

From Ireland, I allow a moiety of the whole import'to the 
Britifh Weft Indies, confiding of manufactures and falced. 
provifions to the amount of £. 277,000 
From Africa , 5,345 negroes (i), at £.\<s> fterlingeach—(This 
is wholly a Britifh trade carried on in fhips fiom England) 
From the Britijh Colonies in America (including about 20,000 
quintal* of falted cod from'Newfoundland) 

From the United States , Indian corn, wheat flour, rice* lumber,, 
ftaves, &c. imported in Britifh fhips 
From Madeira and Tmeriffe , in fhips trading circuitoufly from 
Great Britain, 500 pipes of wine (“exclufive of wines for- 
re-exportation) at £. 30 fterling the pipe 

From the Foreign Weft Indies , under the free-port law, &c. 
calculated on an average of three years (k) 


L- 


s. 


4 . 


75**932 5 4 

138,500-- 

213,800 — — 
30,000 — —- 
190,000. — —r 

15,000 — — 
150,000 — — 


Total 


£. 1,496,232 5 4 


(i) Being an average of the whole number imported and retained in the ifland for ten years, 1778 
to 1787, as returned by the Infpeftor-General, The import of the laft three years is much greater. 

(k) From xeturnsof the Inlpe&or-General. The following are the particulars for the year 1787, 


Cotton Wool • 

] 

194,000 lbs. 

Cacao - • 

- 

64,750 lbs. 

Cattle, viz. 

Afles 

43 

Horfes 

• 233 


Mules 

- 585 


Oxen 

243 


Sheep 

- 98 



—- — 

1,202. No.- 

Dying Woods « 

- 

5^077 Tons. 

Gum Guiacum - 

- 

79 Barrels. 

Hides 

- 

1 °: 

Indigo 

• 

Mahogany 

- 

9,993 Planks. 

Tortoife Shell 

- 

655 lbs. 

Dollars 

- 

53,850 No. 


Some; 
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some part of this eftimate, however, is not fo perfeA as CHAP, 
might be wifhed ; inafmuch as in the accounts made up at the V. 
Infpe&or-Generars office of goods exported from Great Britain, ' 

they reckon only the original coft, whereas the Britifh merchant 
being commonly the exporter, the whole of his profits, together 
with the freight, infurance, and factorage commiflions in the 
ifland, ffiould be taken into the account, becaufe the whole are 
comprized in one charge againft the planter. On the Britilh 
fupply, therefore, I calculate that twenty per cent, fhould be 
added for thofe items; which makes the fum total £.1,648,018’ 

$4r. 4 d. fterling-money.. 

After all, it is very poffible thatfome errors may have crept 
into the calculation, and the balance or furplus arifing from 
the excefs of the exports, may be more or lefs than appears 
by the ftatement which I have given; but this is a confideration 
of little importance in a national view, inafmuch as the final 
profit arifing from the whole fyftem,- ultimately refts and 
centers in Great Britain;——-a conclufion which was well 
illufl rated formerly by the lords commiflioners for trade and 
plantations, in a report made by them on the ftate of the Britilh 
fugar colonies in the year 1734; an extract from which, as it 
ferves likewife to point out the progrefs of this illand during 
the laft fifty years, I ffiall prefent to the reader. 

“ The annual amount (fay their Lordffiips) of our exports 
to Jamaica, at a medium of four years, from Chriftmas 1728 to 
Chriftmas 1732, as it Hands computed in the cuftom-houfe 
books, appears to have been - • £.147,675. 2. 31. 

The 
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“ But it mu ft not be imagined, that this excefs is a debt 
upon Great Britain to the iiland of Jamaica; a part of it muft 
be placed to the account of Negroes, and other goods, fent to 
the Spanish Weft Indies, the produce of which is returned to 
England by way of Jamaica; another part to the debt due to 
our African traders from the people of Jamaica, for the Negroes 
which are purchafed and remain there for the fervice of the 
ifland; a third proportion muft be placed to the account of 
our Northern Colonies on the continent of America, who dif- 
charge part of their balance with Great Britain by confign- 
ments from Jamaica, arii]ng from the provisions and lumber 
with which they fupply that iiland; the remaining part of the 
excefs in our importations from this colony, is a profit made 
upon our trade, whether immediately from Great Britain, or 
by way of Africa; and laftly, it is a confederation of great im¬ 
portance in the general trade of Great Britain, that part of the 
fugar, and other merchandize which we bring from Jamaica, 
is re-exported from hence, and helps to make good our balance 
in trade with other countries in Europe." 

Having mentioned the trade which is carried on between 
this ifland and the Spanifh territories in America, fome account 

(l) The Cuftom Houfe prices of goods imported, are confidcrably lefs than 
the real or mercantile prices—perhaps, in general, about one-third. 

I Qf 


The medium of our imports (l) from Ja¬ 
maica, in the fame year, is - £. 539499. 18. 31. 

So that the annual excefs of our imports, 

in that period, is no lefs than - 391,824. 15. ii{. 
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of it in its prefent date, and of the means which have been c H A P. 
adopted by the Britidi parliament to give it fupport, may not v - 
be unacceptable to my readers. It is diffidently known to have 
been formerly an intercourfe of vaft extent, and highly ad¬ 
vantageous to Great Britain, having been fuppofed to give em¬ 
ployment, about the beginning of the prefent century, to 4,000 
tons of Englifh (hipping, and to create an annual vent of Bri¬ 
tish goods to the amount of one million and a half in value. 

From the wretched policy of the court of Spain towards its 
American fubjeds, by endeavouring to compel them to truft 
folely to the mother-country, for almoft every article of ne- 
ediary confumption, at the very time that fhe was incapable 
of fupplying a fiftieth part of their wants,, it is not furprifing 
that they had recourfe, under all hazards, to thofe nations of 
Europe which were able and willing to anfwer their demands. 

It was in vain, that the vcdels employed in this traffick, by the 
EnglHh and others, were condemned to confifcation, and the 
mariners to perpetual confinement and flavery j the Spanid* 
Americans fupplied the lofs by vefiels of their own, furniftied 
with feamen fo well acquainted with the feveral creeks and 
bays, as enabled them to profecute the contraband with facility 
and advantage, Thefe veflels received every pofiible encou¬ 
ragement in our illands; contrary, it mud be acknowledged, 
to the flridl letter of our ads of navigation; but the Britidi 
government, aware that the Spaniards had little to import 
befides bullion, but horned cattle, mules, and horfes, (fo 
neceflary to the agriculture of the fugar colonies) connived at 
the encouragement that was given them. The trade, how¬ 
ever. 
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BOOK ever, has been, for many years, on the decline. Since the year 
H* 1748, a wifer and more liberal policy towards its American 
^ dominions, feems to have actuated the court of Madrid ; and 

the contraband traffick has gradually leflened, in proportion as 
the rigour of the ancient regulations has been relaxed. Ne- 
verthelefs, the intercourfe with this ifland, in Spanifli velTels, 
was ftill very confiderable fo late as the year 1764. About 
that period, directions were ifliied by the Englifti miniftry to 
enforce the laws of navigation with the utmoft ftriCtnefs; and 
cuftom-houfe commiflions were given to the captains of our 
men of war, with orders to feize all foreign veflels, without 
diftinCtion, that fhould be found in the ports of our Weft Indian 
iflands; a meafure which in truth was converting our navy 
into guarda-cojlas 9 for the king of Spain. In confequence of 
thefe proceedings, the Spaniards, as might have been expected, 
were deterred from coming near us, and the exports from 
Great Britain to Jamaica alone in the year 1765, fell Ihort of 
the year 1763, £. 168,000 fterliog. 

A wiser miniftry endeavoured to remedy the mifehief, by 
giving orders for the admiflion of Spanilh veflels as ufual; but 
the fubjeCt matter being canvafled in the British parliament, 
the nature and intent of thofe orders were fo fully explained, 
that the Spanilh court, grown wife from experience, took the 
alarm, and immediately adopted a meafure, equally prompt and 
prudent, for counteracting them. This was, the laying open 
the trade to the iflands of Trinidad, Porto-Rico, Hifpaniola, and 
•Cuba, to every province in Spain, and permitting goods of all 
.6 kinds 
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kinds to be fent thither, on the payment of moderate duties. CHAP. 
Thus the temptation of an illicit commerce with foreign v - 

* *. -U- - » 

nations, bein'?; in a great meafure removed, there was reafon to 
believe that the effect would ceafe with the caufe. 

Such, however, is the fuperiority of comparative cheapnefs 
of Britifli manufactures, that it is probable the trade would 
have revived to a certain degree, if the Britiih minidry of 1765, 
after giving orders for the admiflion of Spanifh veflels into our 
ports in the Weft Indies, had proceeded no further. But, 
in the following year, they obtained an aCt of parliament for 
opening the chief ports of Jamaica and Dominica, to all foreign 
vcfT. Is of a certain delcription. The motives which influenced 
the framers of this law, were undoubtedly laudable; they juflly 
contiJerm the recovery of the Spanilh trade as a matter of the 
utnioil confluence, and concluded that the traders would na¬ 
turally prefer thole ports in which their fafety was founded on 
law, to {daces where their prenrvation depended only on the 
precarious tenure of connivance and favour. Other oftenlible 
reasons were afligned in lupport of the meafure ; but the jea- 
Jouly of Spain was awakened, and the endeavours of the Britifli 
parliament on this occalion, ferved only to encreale the evil 
which was meant to be redrefled. By an unfortunate over 
light, the collectors at the feveral Britiili tree-ports were in- 
ftruCted to keep regular accounts of the entry of all foreign 
veflels, and of the bullion which they imported, together with 
the names pf the commanders. Thefe accounts having been 
tranfmiued to the commiflioncrs of the cufloms in England, 
copies of them were, by fome means, procured by the cciu t 
Vol.I. Hh * of 



234 


HISTORY OF THE 


BOOK of Spain, and the abfolute deftruCtion of many of the poor 
people who had been concerned in tranfporting bullion into 
our iflands, was the confequence. This intelligence I received 
loon afterwards (having at that time the direction of the 
cuftom-houfe in Jamaica) from a very rcfpeCtable Spanifli 
merchant, who produced to me a letter from Carthagena, 
containing a recital of the fait, accompanied with many 
ihocking circumftances of unrelenting feverity in the Spanifli 
government. Information of this being tranlinitted to the 
Britifh minidry, the former inflruCtions were revoked, but the 
remedy came too late ;—for what elle could be expected, than 
that the Spaniards would naturally Ihun all intercourfe with a 
people, whom neither the fafety of their friends, nor their own 
evident intereft, was fufficicnt to engage to confidence and 
fecrecy ? 

The little trade, therefore, which now fubfifls with the 
fubjeCts of Spain in America, is chiefly carried on by fmall 
veflels from Jamaica, which contrive to efcape the vigilance of 
the guarda-coflas. But although, with regard to the revival 
of this particular branch of commerce, I am of opinion, that 
the free-port law has not lo fully anfwered the expectation of 
its framers, as might have been wilhed; its provifions, in other 
refpedts, have been very beneficial. It has been urged againft 
it, that it gives occafion to the introduction of French wines, 
brandies, foap, cambricks, and other prohibited articles from 
Hifpaniolaj and there is no doubt that fmall veflels from 
thence frequently claim the benefit of the free-ports, after 
Jiaving iinuggled afliore, in the various creeks and harbours of 

9 this 
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this ifland, where no cuflom-houfes are eftablifhed, large quan¬ 
tities of brandy, to the great prejudice of the rum-market, and 
other contraband goods. It may be urged too, that the per- 
million given by the adt to the importation of certain of the 
produdts of the foreign iflands, is hurtful to the growers of the 
fame commodities in Jamaica. All this is admitted ; but on the 
other hand, confidering the revenues and commerce of the em¬ 
pire at large, as objedts of fuperior concern to local interelts, it 
cannot be denied, that the woollen and cotton manufadtories of 
Great Britain are of too great importance not to be fupplied 
with the valuable materials of indigo and cotton-wool, on the 
eafieft and cheapeft terms pofftble. The quantities of thefe 
articles, as well as of woods for the dyer, imported in foreign 
bottoms into the free-ports, are very confiderable. This fubject 
was thoroughly inveftigated by the Britifh Houle of Commons 
in 1774 (when the adt would have expired ); and it being 
given in evidence that thirty thoufand people about Manchefcer 
were employed in the velvet manufadtory, for which the Sr. 
Domingo cotton was heft adapted and that both French cotton 
and indigo had been imported from Jamaica at lead: thirty per 
cent, cheaper than the fame could have been precured at 
through France—the Houfe, difregarding all colonial oppofi- 
tion, came to a resolution, “ that the continuance of free-ports 
in Jamaica would be highly beneficial to the trade and rranu- 
fadtures of the kingdom.” The adt was thereupon renewed, 
and ha^ fince been made perpetual. 

But the main argument which was originally adduced in 
defence of the eltablilhment of free-ports in Jamaica, was 

IIh 2 founded 


ns 

CHAP. 

V. 

I_ t 
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BOOK founded on the idea that thofe ports would become the great* 
mart for fupplying foreigners with negroes. It was faid, that 
in order to have negroes plenty in our own iflands, every en¬ 
couragement muft be thrown out to the African merchant, to 
induce him to augment his importations, and that no encourage¬ 
ment was i'o great as that of an opportunity of felling part of 
them to foreigners for ready money; a temptation, it was urged, 
which would be, as it heretofore had been, the means that a 
number would be imported fufficient both for the planter’s ufe 
and for the foreign demand ; and it was added, that at all events 
the French would deal with us, if the Spaniards would not. 

Whether it be a wife and politick meafure at any time to 
permit Britiih fubjeds to fupply foreigners with African la¬ 
bourers, is a queftion that may admit of difpute (m). I mean, 
at prefent, to confine myfelf only to a recital of fads; and it is 
certain that the very great demand for negroes in the Ceded 
Iflands, for forne years after the ad firfl took place, affede^ 
the Jamaica import in a high degree j and in 1773, a cir- 
cumftance occurred which was thought to render a renewal 
of the free-port law a meafure of indifpenfable necelTity. 
In that year the Spanifli Afliento Company at Porto-Rico 

(m) The re-export of negroes from the Britifh Weft Indie?, for thelaft twenty 
years, for the fupply of the French and Spanifh plantations, has not, I believe, 
exceeded one-fifth of the import. It was greater formerly, and duting the 
evidence of the A (bento contrail, exceeded 0 nc-tbird .—Perhaps it would l>e found 
on the whole, that Great Britain has, by this means, during the laft century, fup- 
piied her rivals and enemies with upwards of 500,000 African labourers; a cir- 
eumftance which fufficiently juflilics the doubt that I entertain concerning the 
wildom and policy of this branch of the African commerce. 


obtained 
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obtained permiflion to remove their principal fa<ftory to the CHAP. 
Havanna, and to purchafe Haves in any of the neighbouring v * 
iflands, tranfporting them to their own fettlements in Spanilh 
veflels. It was eafily forefeen, that Jamaica, from its vicinity 
to the chief colonies of Spain, in which negroes were moil in 
demand, would engage a preference from the purchafers j 
wherefore, that encouragement might not be wanting, the 
Britifli parliament not only renewed the free-port law, but al fo 
took off the duty of thirty (hillings fterling a head, which, in 
the former adt, was exadted on the exportation of negroes, 
and laid only a duty of two (hillings and fix-pence, in lieu of 
it. The refult was—that the import for the next ten years, 
exceeded that of the ten years preceding, by no lets than 
22,213 ne g roes * an d the export furpafled that of the former 
period, to the number of 5,952. Such part, therefore, of this 
cncreafed export, as went to the fupply of the Span.iih colo¬ 
nies, we may attribute to the free-port law; for it is probable, 
from the circumftances Hated, that the ancient contraband 
fyilem is nearly at an end. In like manner it may be laid of 
the importation < 3 f foreign indigo arid cotton, that if it be not 
made in foreign veflels, it will ceafe altogether; and thus, in- 
Head of infringing the navigation-adl, as feme perfons contend, 
the mcafure of opening the ports is ilridtly confonant to the 
fpirit of that celebrated law ; for, by furnilhing an augmenta¬ 
tion of freights to Great Britain, it tends ultimately to the en- 
creafe of our (hipping. 

Having now, to the belt of my judgment and knowledge, 
furnifhed my readers with fuch particulars as may enable them 

to 
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II* dilutions of Jamaica, I fhall conclude with a concife difplay of 
its progrefs in cultivation at different periods, for a century part. 

By a letter, dated March the 29th, 1673, from ^ ie t ^ ien &°~ 
vernor. Sir Thomas Lynch, to Lord Arlington, the Secretary 
of State, it appears, that the iiland at that time contained 7,768 
whites, and 9,504 negroes; its chief productions were cacao, 
indigo, and hides. “ The weather (obferves the governor) 
has been feafonable, and the fucceis in planting miraculous. 
Maior-General Bannifter is now very well, but by the next, he 
lends your lordjhip a pot of fugar, and writes you its jlory It 
would feem from hence, that the cultivation of fugar was then 
but juft entered upon, and that Blome, who aflerts there were 
leventy fugar-works in 1670, was mifinfbrmed. So late as the 
year 1722, the iiland made only eleven thoufand hogflieads of 
tiigar, of iixteen hundred weight. 

From that time I have no authentick account until the year 
1734, when the ifland contained 7,644 whites (nj, 86,546 
negroes, and 76,011 head of cattle. The value of the im¬ 
ports from this iiland to Great Britain, about this period, were 
ftated (as we have feen) by the Commiflioners of Trade, at 
J.\ 539 , 499 . 31 fterling. Of the particulars I have no 

account. In the year 1739, the export of fugar was 33,155 
hoglheads. 

(n) The ehcumftancc of the decrcafe of the white inhabitants for the firft 
.fixty years, may appear llrange. It was owing, without doubt, to the decline of 
the privateering trade, which gave full employment to the firft adventurers. 

In 
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In 1744, the numbers were 9,640 whites, 112,428 negroes, CHAP, 
and 88,036 head of cattle. The exports at this period, were ^ v * 
nearly about 35,000 hogfheads of fugar, and 10,000 pun¬ 
cheons of rum, exclufive of fmaller articles. The whole might 
be worth £. 600,000 fterling. 

In 1768, the whites were fuppofed to have been 17,000. 

The number of negroes on the tax-rolls were 166,914, and the 
cattle 135,773 ^ cat ^’ The exports (the value of which could 
not be lefs at that time than 1,400,000 lterling) were thefc: 


To Great Britain and Ireland 
To North America —- — 

Total — 


(continued.) 


Exports from Jamaica, 1768. 


Hhds. of| Pun* of 
Sugar, of Rum, of 
16 cwt. 1110 gal‘. 

. ... 1 _ 

Bags of 

Pimento, 

ofioolbs. 

i 

Bags of j Bags of 
Ginger, ]Cotton,ol 
of 70 lbs.' zoo lbs. 

I 

Bags of 
Coffee, ot 
too lbs. 

Tons of 
Full iik 
and Log 
wood 

54,181 

1,580 

11,127 

4,424 

13,116 

738 

j 

1 

1 

2 , 55 i; 2,2H 

620! 2C2 

1 

1,491 

2,712 

4,035 

55 » 7 6 i 

> 5 ,S 5 i 

13,854 

3,i72,*63 
l 

4,203 

4,035 



Feet of 
Mahogany. 

Ton . of 
Lig. 
Vita:. 

Tons of 
Nic. 

Wood and 
Ebony. 

Gall* of 
Mclalfes. 

Hides. 

Mifcefla- 

IiCOUS 

Articles. 

To Great Britain and Ireland 
To North America — — 

443 , 9 20 
424,080 

120 

26 

201,960 

2,287 

C- >• 4 . 
Value 
unknown. 

Total — 

1 

868,000 

I 20 

1 

26 

201,960 

2,287 



Cultivation! 
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B O Q K Cultivation, in all parts of Jamaica, was now making 
( a great and rapid progrefs. In 1774. the exports were confi- 
cierably encreafed: The following account of them is extra&ed 
train the books of office, kept within the idand. 


Exports from Jamaica, 1774* 



Hhds. of 
Sugar, of 
16 cwt. 

Pun* of 
Rum, of 
no gal*. 

Bags of 
Coffee, of 
ioo % lbs. 

Barrels of 
Indigo, of 
300 lbs. 

Bags of 
Ginger, 
of 70 lbs. 

' 

Bags of 
Pimento, 

of ICO 
lbs. 

To Great. Britain and Ireland 
To North America — — 

7^344 

1,960 

17,343 

8,7:6 

3,684 

2,863 

437 

1 

2,348 

579 

U ,797 

55 2 

Total — 

78 , 3 0 4 

26,074 

6,547 

438 

2,927 

i 4>349 


(continued.) 


To Great Britain and Ireland 
To North America •— — 

Total - 


Calks of 
ditto, of 
300 lbs. 

Bags of 
Cotton, 
of zoo 
lbs. 

Hhds. of 
Meiaff'cs, 
60 gall*. 

Tons of 
Logwood, 
and 

Fullick. 

Feet of 
Mahogany. 

Hides. 

276 

2,022 

69 

1,286 { 

117,200 

656 

47 

88 

95 * 

26 l 

12,080 

8,636 

3-3 

- 

2,110 

■' ' r 

1,020 

1 >3 1 3 

129,280 

9,292 


The 
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Tiie amount of the fum total, according to the prices GHAP* 
current, including the fame allowance for mifcellaneous articles, v * 
of which no precife account can be obtained as was allowed by 
the Infpe&or-Gencral for the year 1787, may be fairly ftated 
at two millions of pounds fterling. 


But Jamaica had now nearly attained the meridian of its 
profperity (n) j for early in the following year, the fatal and 
unnatural war which has terminated in the difmemberment of 
the empire, began' its deftrudtive progrefs j in the courfe of 
which, the blamcfcfs inhabitants of this and the reft of the 
Britifh fugar iflands, felt all its effects without having merited 
the flighted: imputation on their conduct. Their fources of 
fupply for plantation neceflaries were cut off, and protection at 
lea, if not denied, was not given; fo that their produce was 
feized in its way to Great Britain, and confifcated without in¬ 
terruption or mercy. To fill up the meafure of their calamities, 
the anger of the Almighty was kindled againft them;—no lei's 
than five deftrudlive hurricanes in the fpacc of leven years, 
ipread ruin and defolation throughout every ifland ! The laft 

(n) The greateft improvement which Jamaica has mruf.fcfted fince 1774, has 
been in'the cncreafed number of its coffee plan: ■/.tons. In that year, the export 
of coftce, as wc have feen, w r as 654,700 lbs. In 1780, the tnop having been 
fhipped before the hurricane happened, the export was 735, -;q?. lbs. For the 
•three laft years, of which I have any account, the export was ;.s iulSows ; 


1788 — 

— *>° 35 > 3 68 lbs - 

1789 — 

— ivt 93 > 282 

1790 — 

— 1,785,740 


I have obtained this account from the books of the naval officer kept in the 
ifland. 

Vol.I. Ii of 
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of the fo terrible vifitations in Jamaica, happened in 1786, 
Since that time, however, the lea foils have been favourable ; 
and the crops of r788, t 7.89 and 1790, were conquerable. 
May the inhabitants be thankful, that it has thu; pled act the 
Divine Providence to remember mercy in judgment ; and may 
pall misfortunes teach them thole lcflens of furhtu.h, frugality, 
and forefight, which always alleviate afflictions, and lbme times 
even convert them into blcllincs. 


Nothing jiow remains hut to flare the value of this bland,, 
confidered as Britilh property ; of which the eflimatc is formed 
as follows —250,000 negroes at fifty pounds fleriing each, 
make twelve millions and a half; the landed and perfonal pro¬ 
perty to which thole negroes are appurtenant (including the 
buildings) are very fairly and moderately reckoned at double 
the value of the Haves thcmfclves ; making twenty-five millions 
in addition to the twelve million five hundred thoufand pounds 
I have Rated before ; and, in further addit'on, the houfes and 
property in the towns, and the veffcls employed in the trade, 
are valued at one million five hundred thoufand pound* more 
amounting in the whole to thirty-nine millions of pounds 
fterling. 


A FP E N- 
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APPENDIX to BOOK II. appen- 

o I x. 

V ■ 1 

NUMB E R I. 

A Return of the Number of Sue ar Plantations, in the 
lllancl ol J 4 MAICA, and the Negro Si. aves thereon, on 
the 2Sth March, 1789, ditfinguilhing the fevcral Parilhes. 


Pari(li of St. Mary - 

- St. Anne - 

-St. John - 

-- St. Dorothy - 

- St. Thomas in the Vale 

-- Clarendon - - - 

-Vcre - - - - 

- St. Catharine 


Negroes 

thereon. 


I 2,065 
4,908 

3>7 *3 
1 ,7 7 6 

5.327 

10,150 

5. 2 79 

408 


d 

■.1 

fl. 



Total in the County of Middlefex 


S44 


Pariilr of St. Andrew 


St. George - 
Portland - 
Port Royal 
St. David - - 

St. Thomas in the Hall 
Kingdon - - 


T 5 T 


Total in the County of Surry - 


Patifh of Trelawney 

-St. James 

- Hanover 

—.. Wcftmoreland 

- St. Elizabeth 


14 

2.7 95 

~ •> 

1 2,968 

3 

i 358 

! } 

1 GM 2 i 

S 3 

1 5,786 i 

Nd. 

1 

- 

- - 

8.3 

15.692 

67 

1 2,48 2 

69 

T 3>33° 

61 

11,219 

26 

5,112 


43.626 


159; 27.3371 


Total in the County of Cornwall - - 3^7 1 57,S35 ; 

Total in Jamaica - 
I i 2 


710 


*71 C 

£ 7 • 


128,79s 


N U M B £ R. 
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NUMBER H. 


An Hiforical Account of the Confitution of J 'amciica; drawn up * 
in 1764, for the information of his Majefy's Minifers, by his 
Excellency William Henry Lyttelton (aJ t Governor and 
Commander in Chief of that If and. 



I T does not appear that there was any form of civil govern¬ 
ment eftablilhed in the illand of Jamaica before the 
Reftoration; when Colonel D’Oyley, who had then the chief 
command under a commifiion from the lord Protestor, was 
confirmed in that command by a commifiion from King Charles, 
dated the 13th; of February, 16.61. 


His commifiion, which recites the king’s defire to give all' 
protection and encouragement to the people of Jamaica, and 
to provide for its fecurity and good government, empowers 
him to execute, his truft according to iuch powers and autho¬ 
rities as are contained in his commifiion and the inflruCtions 
annexed, to it, and fuch as fhould from time to time be given 
to him by his majefty, and according to fuch good, juft, and 
reafonable cuftoms and conftitutions as were exercifed and 
fettled in other colonies ; or fuch other as fiiould, upon mature 
advice and confideration,.be held neceflary and proper for the 
good government and fecurity of the ifland, provided they were.: 
not,repugnant, to the laws of England. 


(70 Created Lord Weftcote, of the kingdom of Ireland, in 1776. 

4 
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It further empowers him to take unto him a council of twelve a P P E N- 
perfons, to be eleSled, by the -people according to the manner pro- 1)1 X. 
fcribed in the indrudtions - y and, by the advice of any five or ' 
more of them, to conflitute civil judicatories, with power to 
adminifler oaths; to command all the military forces in the 
iiland, and put in force and execute martial law; to grant 
Gommiflions, with the advice of his council, for the finding out 
new trades ; and to do and perform all other orders which 
might conduce to the good of the iiland. The inilrucUons 
conlift of fifteen articles: 


The firfl directs the commifllon to be published, and tl\c 
king proclaimed. 

The third regulates the manner of electing the council, 
eleven of which to be chofeti indifferently, by as many of the 
officers of the army, planters, and inhabitants, as could be 
conveniently admitted to fuch election, either at 0:0- or more 
places ; which laid perlons, with the fecietary of the ifland, 
who was thereby appointed always to be one, were eftibllfhrd 
a council, to advife and aililt the govcrnoi in the. execution of 
his trail, and five were to he a quorum. 

'The fourth and fifth article, direct the tiding the oaths, 
and fettling iudicatories for the civil rfaitx and abidis of the 
admiralty, for the peace of the idaer., and determining 
controverfy., 

The iixtli dire<fts the governor to dilcocntenance vice and 
debauchery,.and to encourage minifters, that Chriiiianitv and 
the proteilant religion, according to the church of England,, 
might have due reverence and excrcilc among d them. 

Tlic 
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The feventh dire as the fortifications at Cagway to be com¬ 
pleted, end empowers him to compel, not only lbldiers, but 
planters, to work by turns. 

The eighth directs him to encourage the planters, and to 
a fibre them of his majefly’s protection : and, by the ninth, he 
is to caufe an accurate liirvey to be made of the ifland. 

By the tenth it is directed, that the fecrctary lhall keep a 
Tegitler of all plantations and the bounds thereof; and that all 
perlons fliall he obliged to plant a proportionable part thereof 
within a limited time. 

The eleventh and twelfth direbt all encouragements to be 
fflvcn to Inch negroes and others as fliall fubmit to the govern¬ 
ment, and to merchants and fuch as lhall bring any trade there, 
and forbid monopolizing. 

The thirteenth directs, that any vcflbl which can be fpared 
from the defence of the ifland, lhall be employed in fetching 
fet tiers from any other colonies, and that no lbldiers be allowed 
to depart without licence. 

The fourteenth relates to the keeping of the ftores and pro- 
vifions lent to the ifland : and the fifteenth directs the governor 
to tranfmit, fom time to time, a flate of the ifland, and all his 
proceedings. 

In 1662, Lord Windfor was appointed governor of Jamaica, 
by commillion under the great leal; which, befides containing 
the fame powers as thofe contained in Col. D’Oyley’s com- 
miition, dircbls, that, in cafe of Lord Windfor's dying or 
leaving the ifland, the government fliall devolve on the council, 

or 
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or any fhvcn of them, and a.pp< 
pounds per iian. payable out oft 


t; a la!ary of two 
c v eh top ier. 


thou (and a 1’ i’ K N- 
D I X. 


Ills in draft iotis con fill of twc;v v- two articles. The fade 
diredts the pebliration of his co:nmiif:u.t : and the fecund, the 
appointment of the council, according to Ids commifiion and 
the infti action^. But it mud: be obierved upon this article, 
that r.o dlrcXions whatever are given, either in the com million, 
which refers to the infinadtiom;, or the initruciions tbetnfclve-v 
as to the mode in winch the council /half he appointed ; i-.ut 
IT APPEARS, 1 HAT THE GOVERNOR NAMED T HEM 
HIMSELF. 

The third, fourth, fifth, fixth, and leva nth articles relate to- 
the adminiflerintr oaths, cftablifhing judicatures, and nrovidim r , 
for the fecurity of the adjacent ides. 

The eighth directs encouragement to be given to planters to- 
remove to Jamaica from tile other colonies. 

The ninth diredts 100,000 acres of land to be fet apart in 
each of the four quarters of the bland a renal detnefne, a 
furvey to be made, and a regifter kept of all grants, and a 
militia formed. 

The tenth diredts the planters to be cecoungcd, their lands 
confirmed unto them by grants under the great leal, and ap¬ 
points 50,000 acres of land to the governor, f a- Ids o vn ufe. 

The eleventh relates to the encouragement of an orthodox 
miniftry : and the twelfth cflablifhes a duty of five per cent, 
upon all exports after the expiration of feven years. 

The thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, and fixteenth articles 
contain general diredlions as to the liberty and freedom of’ trade 

(except 

A 
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(except with the Spaniards) adifiance to the neighbouring 
plantations, and the fecurity of the ifland, by obliging planters 
to re fide in bodies together, and in contiguous buildings. 

The feventeenth direifts, that, as an encouragement to men 
of ability to go to the ifland, no offices fliall be held by deputy; 
and gives a power to the governor of fufpeniion or removal, in 
cafe of bi\d behaviour. 

The nineteenth empowers the governor to grant royalties 
and manors, or lordfhips, to contain lefs than five hundred 
acres. 

The twentieth empowers the governor, with advice of the 
council, to call afiemblies, to make laws, and, upon imminent 
necelfity, to levy money ; fucli laws to be in force two years, 
and no longer, unlcfs approved of by the crown. 

See the proclamation of the i\th of December , 1661, upon 
which the people oj ‘Jamaica have upon any occajion laidfj 
much ft refs. 

This proclamation was publiflied by Lord Windfor upon 
his arrival 3 but nothing elfe material arifes out of his fhort ad- 
miniflration worth notice, for he flaid but twe months, and left 
the ifland, and the execution of his commiflion, to Sir Charles 
Lyttelton, who had been appointed lieutenant-governor j and 
who governed with the advice of a council of twelve, appointed 
by himfelf, and called an aflembly that made a body of laws, 
amongit which was one for railing a revenue. 

Nothing, however, which appears to be material, as to the 
form of the conftitution, occured during his adminiflration, 

which 



WEST INDIES. 


*4? 

which continued about twenty months ; when he was fuper- A PPE N- 

feded bv the arrival of Sir Thomas Modvford, who wa s an- ^ I X. 

' ' , 1 < 1 

pointed governor in chief by a com million under the great leal, 

winch empowered him either to conllitute, by his own au¬ 
thority, a privy-council of twelve perfons, or to continue the 
old one, and to alter, change, or augment it as he thought 
proper; to create judicatories ; and make laws, orders, and 
conftitutions, provided they did not extend to take away any 
right or freehold, or the intereft of any perfon in their rights 
or freeholds, goods or chattels, and that they were tranlinittcd 
to his majefty for allowance or di lap probat ion. 

He was further empowered to command and difciplme all 
military forces, to ulc martial law upon perfons in military ler- 
vice, and eftablifh articles of war ; to create courts of admi¬ 
ralty, according to Inch authority as he lhould receive from 
the lord high admiral; to eredt forts and fortifications; to 
eflablifli ports, cities, towns, boroughs, and villages; to create 
manors and lordlliips ; to grant charters to hold fairs; to take 
furveys, and keep records of all grams- of lands, under fudi 
moderate quit-rents, fcrviccs, and acknowledgments as he 
lhould think fit; and to preferihe terms <■( cultivation ; and 
grants fo made under the leal, and 1 m-lied, were to be good 
and valid again ft the crown; to grant <. <-mtnii lions t.-»r finding 
out new trades; to pardon all ofter.ee s, e\eept murder and. 
treafon, and in thofc cafes to reprieve for twelve months. 

lie was alfo empowered, with the advice of the majority of 
council, to frame a method for eftahlifliing general afiemblics, 
and from time to time to call fuch afiemblics together, and 
with their confent to pafs all manner of laws, referving to him 
Vol. I. Kk a negative 



2$0 


HISTORY OF THE 


BOOK a negative voice; asjdfo, upon imminent occafions, to levy 
money. Thefe laws not to extend to taking away any one's 
freehold, or to the lofs of a . member, and to be in force only 
two years, unlefs approved and confirmed by the crown. 

This coinmifiien appoints a- falary to the governor of one 
thoufand pounds per annum, payable out of the exchequer* 
The inftnnflions, which confift of twenty articles, relate to 
the encouragement to be given to planters to come from the 
other colonies; to the allowance fettled upon himfelf and the 
other officers; and extend to moll of the points contained ia 
Lord, Windfor’s inftru&ionsbut diredt, that the meafure of 
fetting out the 400,000 acres, as a royal demefne, fhall be fuf- 
pended; that- no duties fhall be laid in the ifland upon the im¬ 
port or export of any goods for twenty-one years, nor fhall any 
duty be laid here upon the produce of Jamaica for five years. 

By thefe inflrudions it appears, that the crown allowed two 
thoufand five hundred pounds per annum, for the fupport of 
government; and what was wanted, over and above, was to 
be made good by a duty on flro g liquors, either made or im¬ 
ported, to be levied, by the authority of the governor and; 
council. 


In July, 1664, Sir Thomas Modyfbrd ifiued writs for elect¬ 
ing two aflembly-men for each parifh; which afiembly met in? 
October following. 

It does not appear that, this afiembly fat ahove a month or 
two before they were difiblved; but, during their fefhons, they. 

Polled. 
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paiTcci a bpdy of laws, which was tranfmittcd to the lord chan- A p P F-N- 
cellur, to he laid before the crown* but, not being confirmed, 
they would have expired at the end of two years; but (as l 
find it after ted by Lord Vaughan) the governor continued 
them in force to the end of his administration, by an order 
of council. I cannot, however, find this order upon record, 
but, after that time a great many ordinances of the governor 
and council, in the nature and form of laws* in fome of which 
it was declared, that they (hall continue in force until another 
aftembly was called, and then to be confirmed, altered, or re¬ 
pealed, as that aftembly fhould fee convenient: but no other 
afiembly was called during Sir Thomas Modyford's admini¬ 
stration. 


In 1670, Sir Thomas Modyford was recalled, and Sir Tho¬ 
mas Lynch appointed lieutenant-governor and commander in 
chief, with the fame powers as Sir Thomas Modyford had. 

On the 1 ft of December, 1671, he ifiued writs for calling 
an aftembly, to confift of two perfons for each parifh j which 
met on the 8th of January, and fat till June following, when 
the governor diflolvcd them, after having palled a body of 
laws, which were tranfmitted to England, but were not con¬ 
firmed. 

In May, 1673, Sir Thomas Lynch called another afiembly ; 
but, upon their refufing to grant money for the fortifications, 
he diftolved it after fitting only a few days j and, in January 
following, upon confideration that two years were almoft ex¬ 
pired fince making the body of laws, and that his majefty had 

K k 2 not 



252 

BOO 

II. 


HISTORY OF THE 

not been pleated to fignify his royal content to them, a new 
afiembly was called, which met the i 8th of February, and, on 
the 14th of March, a new body of laws was palled, which were 
tranlinitted to England ; but, not being confirmed by the 
crown, expired at the end of two years. 


On the 3d of December, 1674, Lord Vaughan was ap¬ 
pointed governor of Jamaica. A council, conlifiing of twelve 
perfons, was named in the commifiion, with power to him to 
expel or fufpend any of them, and, in cate of vacancies, to fill 
up the council to nine. He -was alfo empowered to call afi- 
temblies, according to the ufage of the illand ; and, with the 
council and afiembly, to pafs laws, which laws were to be in 
force for two years, unlefs the crown’s pleafure was in the 
mean time fignified to the contrary, and no longer, except they 
were approved and confirmed within that time. In the pair 
fing of thefe laws, the governor was to have a negative voice, 
and todillblve any afiembly, as he fhould think proper. 

Upon Lord Vaughan’s arrival in his government, he called 
an afiembly, which met on the 26th of April, 1-675, an d palled 
a new body of laws. 

It does not appear when this attumbly was difi'olvcd ; but in 
March, 1676-7, writs were ittued for a new afiembly, which 
met on the 26th of that month; and, having palled feveral 
other laws, they were diffolved on the 26th. of Julyand ,thp 
laws palled by both afiemhlies having been transmitted to 
Sen gland, the council took them into their confederation, and, 
-alter frequent deliberations upon them, and many alteration 

propoted. 
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propofcd, they were referred, with the council’s obfervations APPEN- 
upon them, to the attorney-general to coniider thereof, and mx - 
to form a new body of laws for the good government of this 
ifland. 

With thefe laws, the council took into confideration the date 
and conftitution of Jamaica, and made the reports upon it here¬ 
unto annexed, vide Documents , No. 1,2. 

Thefe reports having been confirmed, a commiffion palled 
the great fcal, conftituting Lord Carlifle governor of Jamaica, 
by which, and by the inftru&ions annexed thereto, vide No. 

3, 4. the form of government propofed in the council’s report 
was adopted and eftablifhed. 

Upon Lord Carlille’s arrival in his government, he found 
the people very much difiatisfied with and averfe to thh new 
form of government; as will better appear by his letter?, vide 
No. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. 

Thefe letters and papers being taken into confideration by 
the council, as alfo a report thereon by the committee, the 
council, on the 4th of April, 1679, made the order No. 11 ; 
and, on the 28th of May following, the annexed report. No. 12, 
was preferred to his majefty, and, being approved, was tranf- 
mitted to the Earl of Carliile, with the annexed letter, Ac. 13. 

Upon receipt of thefe papers, the Lord Carliile communi¬ 
cated them to the afiembly, who prefen ted an add refs in anfwer 
to the report of the 28th of May; which add rets was tranl- 
mitted to the council by Lord Carliile. Vide A 0. 14,15, 16, 

17, 18, 19, 20. 

On the 5th of March, 1679-80, the council took into con-. 

Adoration the letters received from the Earl of Carliile; and 
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BOOK the annexed cxtra&s (Na. 21 H 38, inclufive) of their pro- 
II. ceedingt will (hew their feveral refolutions and directions in 
_ J confequence thereof. 

It is impofiible, at this diftanee of time, to judge what mo¬ 
tives could have induced the council, after they had ihewn fa 
much hrmnefs and rcfolution to fupport the rights of the 
crown, by eftabldhing in Jamaica the Jrilb conflitution, to give 
the point up, as it appears they did by the annexed explanatory 
commiflion to Lord Carlifle, No. 39, which contains the fame 
power of making Jaws in .afiembly as is now given to the gor* 
vernor of Jamaica, and which, from, that time, has been mi¬ 
nutely the fame.} excepting only, that, 4 a 1716, the governor 
was direfled, by inflruCUons, not to pa& any laws that Ihould 
repeal a law confirmed by the crown, without a claufe of fuf- 
pcnfion, or firft tranftnitting the draft of a bill 1 and, in 1734* 
this limitation was extended to all laws for repealing others, 
though fuch repealed law (hould not have been confirmed by 
the crown (b)+ 

(b) Neither of thefc orders are enforced, except in the ;afe of private bills, the 
afiembly having conftantly refufed to admit fufpending claufcs in any publick 
and the crown has long fmcc given up the point. 

It is impoflible to quit this Hiftorical Account, without lamenting that its 
able and accomplilhed author fhouid have committed himfeif as he has done in 
the concluding paragraph. The wicked attempt to introduce an arbitrary form 
of government, he terms fupporting the jufi rights tf the emun, and feems very 
fcrioufly to lament that the privy>council had not flrmneis and refolution to pet- 
lift in their projeft. 


DOCU- 
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& <sr C U M E N T S 

ANNEXED TO THE 

historical account. 


NUMBER Ir 


The Right honourable the Lords of the Committee fbr Trade 
and Plantations having this day prefented to the Board the 
enfuing Report ■, viz. 


May it please your majesty, . 

W E having, according to the truft repofed in us in reference Co 
your majefty’s plantations, taken in confideration the prefent 
Rate.and government of the ifland of Jamaica, particularly fuch matters 
as, from the nature- or affairs as the. now ftaud there, we have judged 
neceflary to be recommended n> the Right honourable the Earl of Car- 
lifle, whom your majuly lias been puffed to nominate and conftitute 
governor of the fain ifland ; and having, *.fter feveral meetings, agreed 
upon the following prticulars, we moil humbly crave leave to lay them 
before your majefty, for your royal detr minatu■>:. 

The mil point that did occur moll'w orthy to be onfidered by us was, 
the power and manner of enabling, laws for the civil, rniliraiy, and ec- 
clefiaftical governmentj and, upon :aking a view of what has been prac- 
tifed fince your majefty’s happy reftoration in the leg! dative, we find, that 
the methods and authorities tor the framing and oidaining die laid, laws 
have been only fuch as were di reded by your royal commiftion unto 
ypur majeftyis feveral governors, or preferibed by the inftrudions given 
6 them 
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HOOK them from time to time ; and that as the conftitution and exigency of 
II. affairs have often changed, fo your majefty has thought fit varioufly to 
v adapt your royal orders thereunto \ and, by the lad commiflion, given 
unto the Lord Vaughan, your majtily was pleated to empower his Jord- 
fhip, with the advice of your majcity’s council., from time to time to fum- 
m.nn general affemblies of freeholders, who have authority, with the 
advice and confent of the governor and council, to make and ordain 
laws for the government of the ifland ; which laws are to be in force for 
the ipace of two years, except in the mean time your majcllv’s plealiue 
be ftgnified to the contrary, and no longer, unlefs they be confirmed by 
your majefty within that time. Having, therefore, directed our thoughts 
towards the cor;fix']unices and effects which have been produced, or may 
a rife, from this authority derived unto the laid freeholders and planters 
which we obferve to have received a daily increafe by the refolutions they 
have taken, lefs agreeable to your majefty Yintention, we do moll hum¬ 
bly offer our opinions, that the laws tranfmitted by the Lord Vaughan, 
which arc now under confideration in order to be enacted by your ma- 
jefty, may be entrufted in the hands of the Earl of Carlifle, who, upon 
his arrival in the ifland, may offer them unto the next aflembly, that they 
may be confented unto as laws originally coming from your majelty; 
and that, for the future, no legiflative affembly be called without your 
majefty’s fpccial directions; but that, upon emergencies, the governor 
do acquaint your majefty by letters with the neceffity of calling fueh 
an affembly, and pray your majefty’s confent and directions for their 
meeting; and, at the fame time, do prefent unto your majefty a feheme 
of fuch aCts as he fliall think fit and neceffary, that your majefty may 
take the fame into confideration, and return them in the form wherein 
your majefty fliall think fit that they be enaCted ; that the governor, 
upon receipt of your majefty’s commands, fhnll then fummon an a fi¬ 
fe mbly, and propofe the laid laws for their confent, fo that the fame me¬ 
thod in legiflative matters be made ufe of in Jamaica as in Ireland, ac¬ 
cording to the form preforibed by Poyning’s law ; and that, therefore, 

? 1 '* prefent ftyle of enacting laws, By the gcirnior, council , and refre- 
,\iratk:s r//’s ammons ajj-snlied, be converted into the ftyle of, tie it 
^ endued' 
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wafted by the king's mo/l excellent majejly , by and "with the conjcnt of the A P P E N- 

gencral ajfembly. ' J 1 

We arc further of opinion, that no efchcats, fines, forfeitures, or pc- v 
naltics, be mentioned in the laid laws to be applied to the publick ufe of 
the ifland; and that your majefty do inftruct your governor to difpofe 
tliereof for the fupport of the government. It is alfo our opinion, that 
in all laws for levying of money, and raifing a publick revenue, the claufe* 
whereby the faid levies are appropriated unto the publick ufe of the ifland, 
without any mention made of your nvajelly, or unto your majefty for the 
faid publick ufe, are fo fir derogatory to your majefty’s right of ftwc- 
reignty, that they ought to be, for the future, altered and made agreeable 
to the ftyle of England. 

We do likewife oiler it unto your majefty as neceflary, that no mi- 
nifter be received in Jamaica without licence from the right reverend 
the lord biftiop of London; and that none having his lordfhip’s li¬ 
cence be rejected, without fufficient caufe allcdged ; as alfo, that in die 
direction of all church affairs, the miniller be admitted into the respec¬ 
tive veftries. 

And whereas it has upon fome occafions proved inconvenient, that the 
members of the council have been conftituted by your majefty \s corn- 
million ; we are of opinion, that, for the future, they be only named in 
the inftrudtions of the governor; for the flrcngrhening of whofe autho¬ 
rity under your majefty we do offer, that he may have power to fufpend 
any of the laid members, if he fee juft caufe, without receiving the ad¬ 
vice and confent of the council; and alfo, that none of the faid fo fuf- 
ponded, or by your majefty’s order displaced, fmm that trull, may be 
permitted to be received into the general nllemb’v. 

And whereas nothing can contribute more to the welfare of your ma¬ 
jefty’s ifland, than that all means be found out for die increalc of trade; 
we do offer, for the encouragement thereof that 'a mint be allowed in 
Jamaica, in fuch manner that no prejudice do arife unto your majefty’s 
other dominions, or that what bullion is brought from thence may be. 
coined here in England; provided that all fuch coins may bear your 
Yol. I. El majefty’s 



258 


HISTORY OF THE 


BOOK majefty’s royal fuperfcription, and not be impofed in payment elfe- 
II. where. 

-r-y —._j yyj w hich, &c. 

Finch, 

D a n b y, 

Worcester, 

Essex, 

F A U C O N B E R R Y, 

Craven, 

FI. Coventry. 

Tho. Dolmax, 

His majefty, taking the fame in confideradon, was pleafed 
to approve thereof; and did order, that the Right ho¬ 
nourable Mr. Secretary Coventry do prepare a com- 
mifilon and inftruftions for his majefty's royal figna- 
ture, for the Earl of Carlifle, according to the tenor of 
the fa id report. 


NUMBER II. 

Jt the Court at Whitehall , the 15/h of February , 1677-8. 
Present, the King’s Mod Excellent Majefty in Council. 

Upon reading this at the board, a report from the Right 
honourable the Lords of the Committee for Trade and 
Plantations, in the words following: 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

HAVING received, on the 12th of January laft paft, from the 
Right honourable Mr, Secretary Coventry, a draft of a commiflion and 
. inftrudtions 
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inftruclions for the Earl of Carlifle, whom your majefty has appointed A P P E N- 
to be your governor of Jamaica; and having, after feveral additions D I X. 

and alterations, remitted the fame unto Mr. Secretary Coventry, on the v - 

2d inlt. we ci^ive leave to oiler to your majefty the molt material points 
which did occur unto us upon pcrulal of the laid draft; which arc as 
folio wc th: 

ill. As we are of opinion that all members of council in Jamaica 
may, for the moreeafy palling of laws, be admitted into the ailcmbly, if 
duly elected by the freeholders; lb we cannot but advifo your iv.aje'.ly, 
that as w’dl the members of the laid council fulpended bv your majeily’s 
governor, as the members difplaccd by your majefty, may be rendered 
incapable during which fulpenfion of being admitted into the ailcmbly. 

2d. That although your majefty has, by an order of the 1 /'■th of No¬ 
vember laid pall, thought fit that no aflfcmbly be calhd w knout \\,u! 
majelly’s elpecial leave and directions; we think it very in portant, lor 
your majefty’s lervice and fafety of the ifiand, that in cafe of irvafien, 
rebellion, or lome other very urgent necellity, your majcfty\ g..vernor 
may have power, with the confent of the aftembly, to pals arts fui 
railing of money, to anfwcr the occafions ariling by iuch urgent ne- 
celhties. 

3th 'Flint whereas hitherto, within your majefty’s illand of Jamaica, 
the oaths of allegiance and iupremacy have not been impelled on perfons 
that bear any jiart of the government, c>:c< pr the members and officers 
of the council, and all judges and jiiftiees; lo, lor the prevention of fu¬ 
ture inconveniencies, and greater aiiurani e ol loyalty, towards your ma- 
jtllv, we are humbly of opinion, that ill p." fom ek.ded into the aflcmblv 
ill ail, before their fitting, take the oaths , '■ im-.. vv and Iupremacy, 

which your majcfly’s governor fhall commilfiooue fit peifoir, under the 
foal of the illand, to adminiller unto them, and that, without taking the 
faid oaths, none 111 all be capable of fitting, although cleft ed. 

We have likewife, purfuant to your majefty’s orders, prepared a body 
of lav.s, fuch as the Right honourable the Earl of Carlille maybe em¬ 
powered to carry with him, and to offer unto the affembly of Jamaica for 
their confont. Whereas we do not find, fince your majelly’s happy rellora- 
tion, tliat any laws tranfmitted from your majefty’s plantations luve 

L 1 1 been 
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II. land, or any other fignification of your majefly’s pleafure (the aft of four 
’ anc i a half per cent, in the Caribbee iflands only excepted, which was 
confirmed by the order of council) and the intended method of enafting 
laws in Jamaica hath not as yet been put in praftice; we humbly crave 
your majefly’s royal determination, whether the laid laws fhall pafs only 
by order of your majefly in council, or under the great leal of England, 
that we may accordingly be enabled fitly to prefent them unto your 
royal view. 

All which, &V. 

Mis majefly was pleafed to order, that Mr. Secretary Co¬ 
ventry do prepare Lord Carlifle’s commiffion and in- 
ftruftions concerning thefe matters accordingly: and as for 
the laws of the faid ifland, his majefly by an order of the 
board, hath been pleafed this day to declare his pleafure, 
that they Hull pafs under the great feal of England. 


NUMBER III. 

ExtraPl cf King Charles the Second’s Commiffmi to the Ear / of Carlijle. 

AND we do hereby give and grant unto you, with the advice and 
confent of the faid council, full power and authority, from time to time, 
as need fhall require, to fummon or call general afiemblies of the free¬ 
holders and planters within the faid ifland, and other the territories 
under your government, in fuch manner and form as hath been formerly 
praftifedand ufed in the faid ifland of Jamaica. 

And our will and pleafure is, that the perfons thereupon duly elefted, 
and Having before their fitting taken the oaths of allegiance and fupre- 
macy, (which you fhall cornmiflionate fit perfons, under the feal of our 
ifland, to adminifler, and without taking which none fhall be capable of 
fitting, though elefted) fhall be called and held the general affembly of 
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the laid ill ami of Jamaica, and other the territories thereon depending; API 1 E N- 
and lhall have full powe, and authority to agree and confent unto ail D I X. 
fuch llatutes and ordinances for the publick peace, welfare, and good *— .' 

government of the faid iftand, and other the territories thereon depend¬ 
ing. and the people and inhabitants thereof, and fuch others as lhall 
relort thereunto, and for the benefit of our heirs and fucceflort, as having 
been by you, with advice and confent of the laid council, framed and 
tranfmitted unto us, in order to be here enabled, by our giving our con¬ 
fent thereunto, lhall be by us approved and remitted unto you under our 
great feal of England; which faid ftatutes, laws, and ordinances, are to 
be by you framed as near as conveniently may be to the laws and ftatutes 
of our kingdom of England. 

And we do hereby, neverthelefs, authorize and empower you, in calc 
of invafion, rebellion, or fome very great neceffity, to pals an aft or afts, 
by and with the confent of the general allembly, without tranfmitting the 
fame firft: to us, to raife money within the faid iftand, and the territories 
within your government, to antwer the occafions arifing by fuch urgent 
neceftities. 

And we give you likewife full pow r cr, from time to time, as you Hull, 
judge it necefiary, to difiblve all general aHemblies, as aforclaid. 


NUMBER IV. 

Extra?! of King Charles the Second's Iflrutncns tc the Earl of Carlife. 

AND whereas by our commilTion w. ha# d.ircfted that, for the 
future, no general allembly be called without our Ipecial diuctions; but 
that, upon occafion, you do acquaint us by letter ueh rhe neccllhy of 
calling fuch an allembly, and pray our confent and directions for their 
meeting; you lhall, at the fame time, tranfmit unto us, with the advice 
and confent of the council, a draft of fuch acts as you lhall think fit 
and necefiary to be palled, that we may take the lame into our confi- 
deration, and return them in the form we lhall think fit to be enafte.l: 

in 
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P 0 V II in and upon the receipt of cur commands, you fhall then lummon an 
Ih a!:er;.cly, and propofe the laid laws fur their content. 

--—' And accordingly we have ordered to be delivered unto you herewith, a 

certain body of laws, for the ufe of our laid illand, framed in purfuancc 
or other lavas tranh; itted unto us by former governors, with fueh altera¬ 
tions and amendments as we have thought fir, with the advice of our 
privy-council here; which, upon your arrival in our laid illand, you ihall 
offer unto the next afiembly, that they may be coniented to and enabled 
as laws originally coming from us. 

We are willing, neverthelefs, that in cafe of invafion, rebellion, or 
foine very urgent necdlliy, you pals an aft oi afts, with the confent of 
the ornerai allemblv, without tranfmitting the fame firfl unto us, to raife 
money within the laid island, and the territories depending thereon, to 
anfwer the occafions arifing bv inch urgent neceflities. 

And you fhall take care that the prefont flyle of enabling laws, By the 
overncr , cuouil, and reprefentatives of the commons a (fern bled, be converted 
into the Ryle of, Be it enabled by the kings mojl excellent mcjejty , by and 
with the confent of the general affembly. 

NUMBER V. 

Extract of a Letter from the Earl of Carlijle to Mr. Secretary Coventry , 

I HAVE fpoken with feveral of the council, and find fome of them 
much dillati-ficd at the alterations in the Jaws and manner of palling 
them, particularly at the latter part of the claufe in the militia bill: 
« but tint in all things he may, upon all occafions or emergencies, aft 
“ as captain-general and governor in chief, according to and in purfu- 
“ ance of all the powers and authorities given unto him by his majefty’s 
commifiion; any thing in this cafe, or any other, to the contrary in 
“ anywife notwithflanding;” which they are jealous of, Jell that thereby 
they Avail make it legal to execute all inftruftions that either are or fhall 
be fent to me, or any other fucceeding governor; which fcruple might 

eafily 
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eafily be avoided, but that the great leal being affixed to the laws, I A P ? E N- 
have no power to make alteration, wh.eii I might hive done h eh to ])IX. 

their fatisfadion and the prefervation of the king’s right . The act lor '-v- 1 

the revenue, too, l fear will noc without difficulty pals; but I 11 vail 
endeavour all 1 can to biing them to pafs, for which I have greater 
inducements than my being here, without any hopes from the p.vknt 
ftate of the treafury, which is exhaufted and in debt for their new 
fortifications. 


NUMBER VI. 

Copy of a Letter to Mr. Secretary Coventry from the Earl of Car life. 

St. Jago, wth September, 167 $. 
Sir, 

THE afiembly met on the 2d inftant, and, I find, are f> difljtisfird 
with the alteration of the government, that I qudlion whether they 
will pafs any of ti.de laws: they have obj-Ttions again!! fever.d of them; 
as the act for the revenue that is perpetual, and maybe diverted; they 
are nettled at the cxprefiion in the preamble, that the revenue was railed 
by the governor and council; and though they cannot deny it to be 
truth, yet they fay that council was eledj. d h, the people, and, though 
continued under the name of a council, yet was in died an afiembly or 
reprdentatives of the people. 

I have given into their hands a copy of ha ad and fourteen more, 
and gave* them liberty to compare them v im do origin d. The ad of 
militia an i lo.aie others I keep by me, till 1 fit what they will do with 
thofe tlvy have. All the ads are not yet trail!'1 iln-d; for but cue 
man can write at a time, and they are bulky; but 1 have enough to k< q> 
them employed The fpcaker came to me on Saturday, to d fire liberty 
to adjourn for a few days, which I confcnred to, and they adjourned till 
Thurfday morning. Lieut. Col. Bedlon is fpeaher, wlio 1 recom¬ 
mended to them upon Sir 11 . Morgan's afibranccs that lie would behave 

hind. If 
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himfelf well. He hath the general repute of an honeft and difcreet gen¬ 
tleman, though lie figned the order about the privateer, af which fo 
much offence was taken; but I am liitisfied he was no further faulty, 
than in complying with the directions of the affembly : and I the rather 
propofed him (whom they had a mind to choofe) to gain the point 
quietly of recommending, which my Lord Vaughan, I am told, neg¬ 
lected to do. 

The affembly appointed a committee to compare thefe laws with their 
former: it is faid they differ in many things, efpecially from thefe laws 
la ft lent from Lord Vaughan, which are moft ufefully framed for their 
prelent benefit. 

Popular difeourfes Jicrc as well as in England and I find a few men’s 
notions have take n fuch place with the leading men of the affembly, 
that they rather fet themielvcs to frame arguments againft the prefent 
conflitution, than to accommodate things under it. I cannot yet tell 
you what courfc I fiiall take to remove this difficulty; but I will do the 
bell I can. I find one of the council more faulty in this than any man 
in the idand, but am unwilling to name him till I have tried the utmoll 
to reclaim him. 

Vvhiifl we are here bufy about finall matters, I doubt your hands are 
full of greater, and may therefore forget us. We hear the French and 
Dutch are agreed. 


I am. Sir, 

Your mofl humble fervant, 

CARLISL E. 


N U MBER VII. 


Lx Ira cl cf a Letter from the Earl of Carlijle to the Committee, 

•ijfth October, 1678. 

My Lords, 

I HAVE met with the difficulties here I forefaw, but could neither 
avoid nor prevent, in England. The general affembly meeting on the 

ad 
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2d of September laft, I recommended and Tent to them the fcverd bills A P P E N- 
I brought over under the great feal of England, for their confent to be 01 x. 
enabled ; mit being much diffatisfied at the new frame of government, u —-v — J 
and their lofing their deliberative part of power in altering and amending 
laws, they would not pafs any one of them, but threw them all out j 
but prepared an addrefs, with a bill of import: upon wines and other 
ftrong liquors for one year, without giving me notice thereof, in fuch 
terms and form as was not fit for me to pafs it: but afterwards chang¬ 
ing the ftyle of enafting, as direfted in my inftrudions, with fome other 
amendments to this bill, the publick necefiities of the ifland, having 
contra&ed many debts from new fortifications and falaries already due, 
requiring it, I gave the royal aflent} and then, on the iath tins inftant 
October, I dirtblved them. My earned fuit to all your lordfhips is, 
that you’ll pleafe to have me in your thoughts, and the prefent ftate of 
this colony under your lordfhips’ confideration, for fome expedient which 
may be elucidatory to the power given me by my commifiion and in¬ 
ftrudions, which may quiet the minds of perfons generally diffatisfied 
in this ifland, which is moft certainly under the greateft hopes of im¬ 
provement of all the iflands in the Weft Indies, and therefore moft: fit 
for to be encouraged, with the king’s countenance and fupport, with 
good and acceptable laws. 

What bills I fliall fend to Mr. Secretary Coventry, I pray may be 
difpatched fpeedily when brought before your lordfhips, and received; 
an order to be parted through all offices without delay, being in part of 
what is fo very much wanting towards die fupport of the good govern¬ 
ment of this ifland. 


NUMB E R VIII. 

Copy of a Letter from the Earl of Carhjie to the Committee. 

My Lords, 

A FORTNIGHT ago I gave you an account upon what terms 
I had parted with the aflembly. I have fince thoroughly confidered of 
what might in this place moft conduce to his majefly’s fervice, and 
could not think of any better expedient than to fend the bearer, 
Vol. I. Mm Me, 
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Mr. Atkinfon to wait upon your lordlhips. He was Secretary to Sir 
Thomas Lynch and my Lord Vaughan, and has been enougl^vcquainted 
with all my proceedings fince my arrival, fo as perfectly able to fatisfy 
your lordJhips in any tiling you may deiire to know concerning the 
place, and to lay before you all the feveral interefts of his majefty 
relating to it. 

My lords, I find that the prefent form appointed for the making anci 
parting of laws, confidering the diftance of the place, is very impraftica- 
ble, befides very diftafteful to the fenfe of the people here, as you may 
obferve by the aflemblv’s addrefs to me; and if your lordlliips will 
pleaie to move his majefly to fend me a general inftruftion to call 
another allcmbly, and to re-enafl and make what laws are fir for this 
place, I could then order the matter to conclude effectually to his 
majelly’s lervice. I have, by Mr. Atkinfon, lent you the drafts of fucfi 
bills as are the moll fundamental and chiefly concern his mnjelly’s 
intereft; and I do allure you, that I will not in any material point vary 
from them. He will, when your lordlhips order him to attend you, 
lay them all before you, and, I believe, give your lordlhips ftich 
thorough latisfa&ion, that you will reft allured that what I deiire is for 
his majelty’s fervice, and that 1 fhall be enough enabled by it to fettle 
every thing upon fo good a foundation, that neither his majefly nor 
your lordfhips will ever repent of having made any deference to my 
opinion: in it, my lords, much fuccefs depends upon the difpatch, and 
of the circumllances Mr. Atkinfon will give you an account. I lis 
bufmefs is wholly to attend your lordlhips, and, I believe, he will alwajs 
be in the way. He has prayed me to intercede with your lordlhips, to 
excufe what errors he may commit, as having been a WcA-Indian for 
thefe eight years part, and do on his behalf beg that favour of your 
lordlhips; but hope that he will prove fo dilcrcct, as to give your lord¬ 
lhips no manner of offence. I thought it the readied and befl: way to 
have all things rightly underftood, and do hope that iflue will be pro¬ 
duced from it. 


I am, your Lordfhips’ moll humble, and obedient fervant. 


St. Jago de la Vega, Nov. 15, 1678. 


CARLISLE. 
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NUMBER IX. 

Extra:! of a Ixi ter from the Earl cf Carlijle to Mr. Secretary Coventry. 

ON the id of September lad, the general affembly met; but under APl’EN- 
fo much diilutisfaCtion from the new frame of government, and their I) IX. 
lofing their deliberative part of power, in framing, altering, and amend- - r 

ing laws, that they fpcnc near a fortnight very uneafily about fome of 
the laws, and would have begun with the bill of revenue to have thrown 
that out fir(l, as a mark of their difallowing the new method of govern¬ 
ment, being fo highly incenfed that they were near queftioning the • 
king’s power and authority to do it; infomuch, that I, taking the 
maintenance thereof to be in my charge, and finding fome of the 
council equally difgufted at the change of government, and forefeeing 
that it was like to encourage difeontent in the affembly, to take them 
off, and leave the affembly upon their humour by themfelves, I 
thought it abfoluteljr necefftry to put this queflion to each of the 
counfellors, in thefe words; “ Do you fubmit and con fen t to this pre- 
“ lent form of government which his majefly hath bee it pleafed to order 
tc for this ifland of Jamaica?” To which the chief-juftice, Col. Long, 
refilled to anfwer, with two more, Col. Charles Whitfield and Coh 
Thomas Freeman. The chief-juftice, being a man of very great influ¬ 
ence upon the affembly, I prefently luij ended, and gave the other two 
(lefs dangerous) till morning to confidcr on it; and then the chief- 
juftice lent to me his fubmiffion under his hand, and Col. Freeman 
fubmitted; but Col. Charles Whitfield, otherwife a very good man, 
went away into the country. 

The aflenibly received and examined all the laws I brought over, and 
drew up their reafons againft paffmg them; of each, many were very frivo¬ 
lous, and the beft was, becaufe they were not compared with and amended 
by the laft laws of my Lord Vaughan's, now with you, and received fome 
two days before my coming away, the fleet then ftaying in the Downs, 
and my departure much preffed upon the expectation of war. Thefe 

Mm2 reafons 
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II* or endeavours either I myfelf, the council, or both could ufe, would 
1__j— prevail with them to pals any one of them; and I look upon this to be 
their chief reafon, that by not pafling them they might the better ftiew 
their diflike of that new way of. government ; though they urge this for 
their enjoying a power of* altering and amending laws, the neceflity of 
changing them as often as occafions do require, and the diftance from 
this place is fo great, that before the king’s approbation can be obtained 
to a law, and returned hither, it may be fit for the publick good either to 
lay that law afide, or much to change and alter it; and, indeed, in this 
part of the obje< 5 tion I think they are in the right, for that they will 
want temporary Jaws till the colony be better grown: and, upon tho¬ 
rough confideration of the whole matter in this part, I am of opinion 
it is very advifable and requilite that there fhould be leave and power 
from the king to make laws (not relating to his majefty’s power or pre¬ 
rogative) to endure lor fome term till his royal approbation may be had 
therein; and of this I do earneftly entreat your care. 

Having ufed all methods poflible with the feveral members apart, 
and jointly with the body of the aflembly, for the pafling the laws, I 
was, after many conferences and debates, and feveral adjournments, 
fruftrated, and they threw them all out. Afterwards, in a full body, by 
the fpeaker they gave me the inclofed addrefs, and prefented to me a 
bill for a publick import, prepared, without giving me notice thereof, in 
fuch terms and forms as was not fit for me to pafs it in; but at laft in 
fome part confented to fuch amendments as I and the council thought 
fit, changing the ftyle of enafting as directed in my inftruftions, but 
reftraining it to one year, from a fear that if they fhould have made it 
perpetual, they fhould be aflembled no more, but be governed by 
governor and council as they were in Col. D’Oyley’s time, when they 
enabled laws, not only for the revenue but other occafions, by governor 
and council, and fome part of Sir Charles Lyttelton’s time, as appears 
by our council-book upon the place; and Sir Thomas Modyford had 
an inftru&ion to continue this revenue by order of governor and council, 
the aflembly in his life-time pafling it perpetual; and in Sir Thomas 
Lynch’s, time the aflembly made it perpetual, but, for want of the king’s 

confent 
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confent they both are fallen; but now, the aflembly fay, they are of a A P P E N 
better underftanding than to give the reins out of their own hands. DIX. 

To this bill, the ifland’s affairs being under great preffures from «- 

publick debts contracted for the new fortifications and falaries already 
due, I gave the royal aflent; and then, being the 12th inftant, I 
diffolved them. 

Which having done, and not being fatisfied with the behaviour of 
the aflembly in their proceedings in relation to the government I flood 
charged with, moft of them being in military trufts, I put this queftion 
to each of them: “ Do you fubmit to this form of government which 
u his majefty hath been pleafed to order for this ifland of Jamaica?” 
to which feveral of them neither gave me a dutiful nor chearful anfwerj 
fome did, and at this lome are much diflatisfied. 


NUMBER X. 

May it pleafe your Excellency, 

WE, the members choien by his majefty’s writ to be the general af- 
fembly for this his ifland of Jamaica, do, with a great deal of thankful- 
nefs, acknowledge the princely care which his majelly hath been ever 
pleafed to have of this his colony, and of which your excellency hath 
likewife given to us very late and frelh afiurances: and, in obedience to 
his majefty’s commands, we have peruled the feveral bills which your 
excellency lent usj and, having duly examined the matters contained 
in diem, we could not give our confent to any of them, there being 
divers fundamental errors, which we particularly obierved, and did cauie 
them to be entered in our journal; and from the confnleration of them 
we cannot but reflect, and do humbly beg your excellency to u-prefent 
unto his moft facred majefty, the great inconveniencics which arc like 
to redound unto this his ifland by this method and manner of palling of 
laws, which is abfolutely impracticable, and will not only tend to the 
great difeouragement of the prefent planters, but likewife put a very 
fatal flop to any further profecution of the improvement of this place, 
there being nothing that invites people more to fettle and remove their 
1 ( family 
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they have always had of being governed in fuch manner as that none of 
-v- their rights fhould be loll, fo long as they were within the dominions 
of the kingdom of England: nor can we believe that his majefty would 
have made this alteration, had he been truly informed of hr. own in - 
terefls, and of that which is proper and natural for the conflitution of 
this ifland. 

My lord, you that are now our governor, and here upon the place, 
cannot but diltinguifh both, and plainly lee that which, at great diitance, 
is impofiible to be known, being always diflinguilhed with .the (idle co¬ 
lours of interefl and defign. It is to you, therefore, we addieis our- 
felvesj and do humbly beg you to allure his majdiy, which we do from 
the bottom of our hearts unfeignedly declare, that we are his true, faith¬ 
ful, and loyal lubjedls. In the next place, fir, we humbly beg you to 
lay before his majefly the true condition of this ifland, and the feveral 
circumftanccs wherein it Hands: the fituation and natural advantages 
of the place will very probably, by God’s blefling, in a very fliort time, 
make it very confiderable. It were pity, therefore, that any flop in its 
infancy fhould be put to it, which may hinder its future growth, and 
dilappolnt thofe hopes which his majefly hath ever had, and which will 
no doubt of it come to pafs, that, if this ifland be encouraged by good 
government and wholefome laws, it will effectually ferve very many in- 
terefls, both of his majefty’s crown and the nation’s trade. 

Sir, the prefent form of the government, as it is now appointed, lias 
thefe plain and manifeft inconveniencies in it: 

i ft. That the diftance of this place renders it itnpoflible to be put in 
practice,'and does not in any manner fall under the fame confideration 
as Ireland does, from which, we conclude, the example is taken. 

ad. The nature of all colonies is changeable, and confequently the 
laws muff: be adapted to the intereft of the place, and mull alter 
with it. 

3d. It is no fmall fatisfaCtion that the people, by their reprefentatives, 
have a deliberative power in the making of laws; the negative and barely 
refolving power being not according to the rights of Englifhmen, and 
praClifed no where but in thofe commonwealths where ariftocracy prevails. 

4th. This 
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4th. This manner of fi;rrn of the government brings all things ab- A P P E N- 
folute, and puts it into the power of a governor to do what he pleafes, DIX. 

which is not his majefty’s inter eft, and may be a temptation for even '- r —{ 

good men to commit great partialities and errors. 

5th. The method which has been always ufed, both in this iflancl and 
all other colonies, in the making of laws, was a greater fecurity to his 
majefty’s prerogative than the prelent form ; for a governor durft not 
confent to any thing againft his intereft; and if he did, the fignification 
of the king’s pleafure determined the laws, fo that his majefty had thereby 
a> double negative. 

Thus, fir, we have truly laid before your excellency our real fenfe; 
and do hope that your excellency, being thoroughly iatisfied of the mif- 
chiefs which will certainly aril'e to this place from the reafons we have 
given, will in that manner reprefent our condition to his majefty, that he 
may be thereby induced to give an inftrudion to your excellency, to pafs 
fiicli laws as are municipal and fit for us, and in the fame manner which 
has ever been pracliled in this illand and other his maicfty’s colonies; 
we having no other claim in it than to exprefs our duty to the king, and 
our unfeigned fervice and gratitude to your excellency, for mediating 
that which is fo much for his majefty’s and the ifland’s interHL 

Atid we do here likewife prefent unto your excellency a bill for the 
raifing a publick impoll unto his majefty, his heirs and fuccefibrs, for the 
fupport of this his government; and do hereby beg your excellency to 
accept of it as a real demonftration of our loyalty to our prince and ler- 
v ice to your excellency, with afturance that we lhall, upon all occafions, 
be ready to exprefs Inch further teftimonies of the fame as may be ft 1 li¬ 
able to our duty and allegiance. 


NUMBER 
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At the court at Whitehall$th of April, 1679. 

Present, the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty in Council. 

Whereas the Right honourable the Lords of the Com- 
• mittee for Trade and Plantations did this day make 
Report unto his Majefty in Council, 

THAT having, in purfuance of his majefty’s order, confidered 
the prefent ftate and conftitution of Jamaica, and the government thereof, 
as it is fettled by his majefty’s command, their lordfliips fee no reafons 
why any alterations fliould be made in the method of making laws ac¬ 
cording to the ufage of Ireland, for which their lordfliips are preparing 
reafons to evince the neceffity and legality of the fame. And that 
whereas a /hip is now lying in the Downs, bound for that iftand, their 
lordfhips advife, that the Right honourable Mr. Secretary Coventry do, 
by this conveyance, inform the Earl of Carlifle of his majefty’s pleafure 
herein, with directions that all things be difpofed to this end; and that, 
in the mean time, the prefent laws enafted by Lord Yaughan be con¬ 
tinued by proclamation, or otherwife, until his majefty’s pleafure be 
further known; as alfo that his lordlhip do, by the firft conveyance, 
fend over an authentick copy of the aft for a publick import, lately enafted 
there, according to his lordlhip’s inftruftions for matters of that nature. 

His majefty, having thought fit to approve thereof was 
pleafed to order, as it is hereby ordered, that the Right 
honourable Mr. Secretary Coventry do fignify his ma¬ 
jefty’s pleafure unto the Earl of Carlifle, according to 
.the laid report. 
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At the Court at Whitehall, the i%th of May , 1679, 

Prxssnt, the King’s Moll Excellent Majefty in Council. 

Whereas there was this day read at the Board a Report 
from the Right honourable the Lords of the Committee 
for Trade and Plantations, in the words following; 


APPEN- 

DIX. 


May it pleafe your Majefty, 

WE have, in obedience to your majefty’s commands, entered into 
the prefent ftate of your majefty’s ifiand of Jamaica, in order to propole 
fuch means as may put an end to the great difeouragernent your ma- 
jefty’s good fubje&s there lie under by the unfettled condition thereof 
occafioned by the refufal of the laws lately offered by the Earl of Carlifte 
to the aftembly for their confent; at which proceedings diftatisfa&ion ap¬ 
pears to have rifen in the manner following: 

By the commiflion granted by your majefty unto the Lord Vaughan 
and feveral preceding governors, it was your royal pleafure to entrull 
the aftembly of Jamaica with a power to frame and ena<ft laws, by the 
advice and confent of the govenor and council; which laws were to con¬ 
tinue in force for the fpacc of two years, and no longer: but lb it hath 
happened, that your majefty, finding the inconvcniencics v hich did at¬ 
tend that power and manner of making laws, by the irregular, violent, 
and unwarrantable proceedings of the aftembly, was plcafed, with the 
advice of your privy council, to provide, by the' Lari of Carlifte’s corn- 
million, that no laws fhould be enacted in Jamaica, but fuch as, beino- 
framed by the governor and council, and tranfmirted unto your majefty 
for your royal approbation, were afterwards remitted to Jamaica,’and 
confented unto by the aftembly there ; and, in purfuance thereof, the 
Earl of Carlifte carried over a body of laws under the gr-cat leal of En^- 

Vol.I. N» laud; 
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, II. by die general afTembly, upon grounds and reafons contained in an ad- 

i.,', ,» drefs to your majelty’s governor, and in divers letters received from his 

lordihip in that behalf. 

ift. In the firft place, we find, they are unfatisfied with the ebufe in 
the militia bill, whereby it is provided, that the governor may, upon all 
occafions or emergencies, a£t as governor in chief, according to and in 
purfuance of all the powers and authorities given unto him by your ma- 
jefty’s commilfion ; fearing that thereby they (hall make it legal to ex¬ 
ecute all inftru&ions that either are or fhall be fent your majefly’s go¬ 
vernor. 

adly. They have likewile reje&ed the bill tor railing a public revenue, 
as being perpetual, and liable (as they fay) to be diverted. 

3dly. It is objefted, that the laid laws contain divers fundamental errors. 

. 4thly. That they were not compared with, and amended by, the lull 
laws fent over by Lord Vaughan. 

5thly. That the diftance of the place renders the prefent method of 
palfing laws wholly impracticable. 

6chly. That the nature of all colonies is changeable, and confe- 
quently the laws muft be adapted to the intereft of the place, and alter 
with it. 

7thly. That thereby they lofe the fatisfaCtion of a deliberative power in 
making law's. 

8 chly. That this form of government renders your governor abfo- 
lute. 

9thly. That by the former method of enacting laws your majefty** 
prerogative was better fecured. 

Thefe being the objections and pretences upon which the afTembly 
has, with fo much animolity, proceeded to rejeCt thole bills tranfmitted 
by your majefty, we cannot but offer, for your majefty’s information and 
fati:,fad ion, fuch a fhort anfwer thereunto as may not only give a tefti- 
mony of the unrealonablenefs of their proceedings, but all’o fvrnifh your 
governor, when occaOon fhall ferve, with fuch arguments as may be fit 
to be lift'd in junification of your majefly’s commiffion and powers 
granted unto him. 
i 


i ft. It 
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1 ft. It is not without the greateft prefumption that they go about to APPEN- 
queflion your majefty’s power over the militia in that ifiand, fince it has DIX. 
been allowed and declared, even by the laws of this your kingdom, that 
the folc fupreme government, command, and difpofition of the militia, 
and of all forces by fea and land, and of all forts and places of ftrengt.li, 
is refiding in your majefty, within all your majefty’s realms and 
dominions. 

2d. The objedion made agunft the bill for the public revenue hath as 
little ground, fince its being perpetual is no more than what was formerly 
offered by them unto your majefty, during the government of Sir Thomas 
Lynch, in the fame ineafurc and proportion as is now propoled ; nor can 
it be diverted, fince provifion is thereby exprdsly made, that the fame 
fhall be for the better /upport of that government j befides, that it is not 
fuitable to the duty and moJefty of fubjeds, to fuiped your majefty’s 
juftice or care for the government of that colony, whole fetdement and 
preservation have been moll particularly carried on by your majefty’s 
tender regard, and by the great expence of your own treafure. 

3d. J t cannot with any truth be faid, that thell* laws contain many 
and great errors, nothing having been done therein but in purfuance of 
former laws, at divers times enaded by the aftemblv, and with the advice 
of your majefty’s privy-council, as well as the opinion and approbation 
of your attorney-general, upon perufal of the fame. 

4th. To the fourth objedion it may be anfwered, that, if any thing 
had been found of moment or importance in the laft parcel of laws 
tranfmitted by the Lord Vaughan, your majefty’s tender care of your 
fubjeds welfare would have been fuch as not to have fent thofe bills 
impel fed, or defedive in any ncceflary matter. 

<th. As to the diftance of the place, which renders (as they fay) the 
prefent method of making laws altogether ineradicable, your majefty 
having been pleafed to regulate the fame, by die advice of your privy- 
council, according to the ufage of Ireland, fucli care was taken as that no 
law might be wanting which might conduce to the well-being of rhe 
plantation, and that nothing might be omitted which in all former 
governments had been thought neceflary; nor is it likely that this colony 
h fubjed to greater accidents than your kingdom of Jreland, fo as to 

Nn s require 
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II, fuch as are already provided for upon emergencies, or in other manner 

> t han is directed by your majefty’s commiffion ; whereby the inhabitants 

have free accefs to make complaints to your governor and council, of 

any defe<ft in any old law r , or to 'give reafons for any new one, which, 
being modelled by the governor and council into form of law, and 
tranfmitted unto your majefty, if by your majefty and council found 
reafonable, may be tranfmitted back thither to be enabled accordingly. 

6th. It was fufficiently apparent unto your majefty, that laws mull 
alter with the intereft of the place, when you were gratioufly plealed to 
lodge fuch a power in that government, as might not only, from time to 
time, with your majefty s approbation, and by the advice both of your 
privy-council here and of the governor and council there, enable the 
aflembly to enaft new laws anfwerable to their growing neceftities, but 
even, upon urgent occafions, to provide, by raifmg money, for the lecu- 
rity of the ifland, without attending your majefty’s orders or confent. 

7th. It is not to be doubted but the aflembly have endeavoured to 
grafp all power, as well as that of a deliberative voice, in making laws; 
but how far they have thereby intrenched upon your majefty’s preroga¬ 
tive, and exceeded the bounds of their duty and loyalty, upon this pre¬ 
tence, may appear by their late exorbitant and unwarrantable proceedings 
during the government of the Lord Vaughan, in ordering and figning a 
warrant unto the marfhal of the ifland, your majefty’s officer of juftice, 
for the flopping and preventing the execution of a fentence pafled, 
according to the ordinary forms of law, upon a notorious pirate and 
difturber of your majefty’s peace: and they have further taken upon 
them, by virtue of this deliberative power, to make laws contrary to thole 
of England, and to imprifon your majefty’s fiibjetts; nor have they for¬ 
borne to raife money by public a<fts, and to difpofe of the fame according 
to their will and pleafure, without any mention made of your majefty, 
which has never in like cafe been praftifed in any of your majefty’s 
kingdoms. How far, therefore, it is fit to intruft them with a power 
which they have thus abufed, and to which they have no pretention of 
right, was the fubjefl of your majefty’s royal commiffion, when you were 
plcafed to put a reft taint upon thofe enormities, and to take the reins of 

government 
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government into your own hands, which they, in exprefs words, again ft a P P E N- 
thcir duty and allegiance, have challenged and refufed to part with. I) I X. 

8th. It cannot with any truth be fuppofed, that, by the prefent form ' v i 
of government, the governor is rendered abfolute, fince he is now, more 
than ever, become accountable unto your majefty of all hismoft impor¬ 
tant deliberations and actions, and is not warranted to do any thing but 
according to law and your majefty’s commiflion and inftru&ions, given 
by advice of your pi ivy council. 

9th. And whether your majefty’s prerogative is prejudiced by the 
prefent conftru&ions, is more the concernment of your majefty, and 
fubjedt of your own care, than of their confederations. 

Laftly, and in general, we humbly conceive, that it would be a great 
fatisfadtion to your fubjedts there inhabiting, and an invitation to 
ftrangers, when they fliall know what laws they are to be governed by, 
and a great eafe to the planters not to be continually obliged to attend 
the afTemblies to re-enadt old laws, which your majefty has now thought 
fit, in a proper form, to afcert .in and eftabliih ; whereas the late power 
of making temporary laws could be underftood to be of no longer con¬ 
tinuance than until fuch who.’dome laws, founded upon fo many years 
experience, fhould be agreed on by the people, and finally enadted by 
your majefty, in fuch manner as hath been pradtifed in either of your 
majefty’s dominions to which your Engiilh iubjedts have tranfplantcd 
themfelves. For as they cannot pretend to further privileges than have 
been granted to them, either by charter or feme folemn act under your 
great leal, fo, having from the full beginning of that plantation been 
governed by fuch inftrudlions as were given by your majefty unto vour 
governors, according to the power your majelty had originally over them, 
and which you have by no one authentic adt ever yet parted with, and 
having never had any other right to aftemblies than from the permiftion 
of the governors, and that only temporary and for probation, it is to be 
wondered how they fhould prefume to provoke your majefty, by pre¬ 
tending a right to that which hath been allowed them merely out of 
favour, and difeourage your majefty from future favours of that kind, 
when what your majefty ordered for a temporary experiment, to fee what 
form would beft fuit the fafety and interefl of the ifland, [hall be con- 
ftrued to be a total resignation of the power inherent in your majefty, 

and 
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and a devolution of it to themfelves and their wills, without which nel, 
ther law nor government, the effential ingredients of their lubfftencc 
and well-being, may take place among them. 

Since, therefore, it is evident, that the aflembly of Jamaiea have, 
without any juft grounds, and with fo much animoficy and undit'ful- 
nefs, proceeded to rejeft the marks of your majefty’s favour tov.co is 
them, and that your majefty’s refolutions in this cafe are like to be the 
mealure of refpeft and obedience to your royal commands in otic r 
colonies we can only offer, as a cure for irregularities paft and a remedy 
agrainft all further inconveniencies, that your majefty would plcafe to 
authorize and empower your governor to call another afiembly, and to 
reprefent unto them the great convenience and expediency of accepting 
and confenting unto fuch laws as your majdly has under yuur great teal 
tranfmitted unto them ; and that, in cafe of refufal, his lordlhip be fur- 
nithed with fuch powers as were formerly given unto Col. D’Oyiey, 
your firft governor of Jamaica, and fince unto other governor, whereby 
his lordfhip may be enabled to govern according to the laws of England, 
where the different nature and conftitution of that colony may conveni¬ 
ently permit the fame j and, in other cafes to a<ft, with the advice of the 
council, in fuch manner as fhall be held neceflary and proper for the 
good government of that plantation, until your majefty’s further orders j 
and that, by all opportunities of conveyance, the governor do give your 
majefty a conftant and particular account of all his proceedings, in pur- 
fuance of your inftruftions herein. 

All which is moft humbly fubmitted, 

Upon reading of which report, and full debate thereupon, 
his majefty was pteafed to approve the fame: and the 
Right honourable Mr. Secretary Coventry is hereby 
dire&ed to prepare fuch fuitable orders and inftrudtions 
as may anfwer the feveral parts and advices contained 
in the faid report. 

Robert Southwell\ 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER XIII. 

ExtraB of a litter from the Committee to the Earl of Carlifle. 

AFTER our very hearty commendation unto your lordfhip, we have A P P E N- 

received two letters from you, the one of the 24th of O&ober, the other ^ I 

of the 15th of November, 1678; both of which gave us an account ' v ^ 

of the diftafte the affembly had expreffed at the new frame of govern¬ 
ment, and of their throwing out all the bills tranfmitted under the great 
fealj and your lordfhip having therein recommended unto us the fpeedy 
difpatch of the bills lent to Mr. Secretary Coventry, for paffing them 
through the offices here, we did thereupon take the fame into our confi¬ 
de ration : but finding that they contained fuch claufcs as we had formerly 
(your lordfhip being prefent) difallowed in the laws enabled by the Lord 
Vaughan, as molt prejudicial to his majefty’s rights and prerogative, 
one of them appropriating and difpofing of the quit-rents in the lame 
terms as was formerly done, fo much to his majefty’s diftatisfadion; 
another, declaring the laws of England to be in force, which claufe (your 
lordfhip cannot but remember) was poftponed here, upon very ferious 
deliberation; befides divers other particulars, altogether unfit to be pafied 
by his majefty: we have, withal, perufed the leveral letters which your 
lordfhip had written to Mr. Secretary Coventry, in relation to your 
government: and as for the laws, we could not advife his majefty to 
proceed in any other manner, than by giving power to call another 
affembly, and to offer unto them the fame laws your lordfhip carried over, 
as being the mod ufefully framed and fettled for the good of the ifiand 
and his majefty’s fervice: and that, in cafe of refufal, you might be 
enabled to govern according to commiflions and inftru&ions given unto 
former governors, as your lordfhip will more, fully underftand by our 
report unto his majefty, and the order of council thereupon, to which we 
refer your lordfhip, as letting forth at large the grounds and reafons 
inducing the refolutions his majefty has now taken. 
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NUMBER XIV. 

ExtraS of a Utter from the Earl of Carljle to Mr. Secretary Coventry. 

\ 

St. Jagodela Vega , yoth Aug. 1679. 

BOOK YOUR packet by Captain Buckingham, having inclofed his majefty's 
II. letter of the 3 \ft of May Lift, and an order in council of the 28th of 
- ~May, 1679, together with the animadverfions of the council upon feveral 
points of the 2 2d of May laft, and two letters from yourfelf, I received, 
the 26th inft. at night. The next morning I read them in council. 
The aflembly then having fat fame feven days, to renew the bill for a 
revenue, the laft being juft expiring, I fent for the general aflembly, and 
read the order of council and the king’s letter thereupon to them, which. 
I hope will have fome good effect; but they came in as good time fo 
much contrary to their expectation. I herewith fend you a copy of their 
addre/s thereupon, which they prefented to me the 28th ; and finding 
them nettled and warm, I thought it dilcretion to let them take time to 
digeft their thoughts; and, having continued the revenue bill for fix 
months longer from the ift of September next, I palled it, and then 
prorogued them till the 28th of October following. 

NUMBER XV. 

Copy of a vote of the AJfembly, Aug. 22, 1679. 

DIE V E N E RJ S. 

THE committee appointed to examine Mr. Marryn’s accounts re¬ 
ported, that Mr. Martyn, appearing before them, faid, that my lord had 
ordered him to come and tell them, that, both from the king and from 
my lord, he was not obliged to Ihevv his accounts to the aflembly; but 
that he had given them unto my lord, and his excellency had told him, 
.' that. 
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that, if any of the aflembly had a mind to fee them, they might fee them A P P E N- 
there. . « 

The houfe, confidering the return of the committee ordered to inlpeft ^ 1 ■ 1 * 
Mr. Martyn’s accounts, re-aflumed that debate, and thereupon did vote, 
that, notwithstanding my lord’s anfwer by Mr. Martyn to that committee, 
it was and is their undoubted and inherent right, that as all bills for 
money ought and do arife in their houfe, fo they ought to appoint the 
difpofal of it, and to receive and examine all tire accounts concerning 
the fame. 

Vera Ccpia. 

Rowland Powell, 


NUMBER XVI. 


Extratt cf a letter from the Earl of Carlijle to the Committee. 


St. Jago de la Vega, 1 $tb Sept. 167 


My Lords, 

YOUR lordihips letters of the 25th of March, 4th’ of April, and 
31ft of May lad, I received on the 26th of Auguft, as alfo your lord- 
fhips orders and reports to his majefty, touching the lav/s and govern¬ 
ment of Jamaica; which I communicated to the council (the aflembly 
then fitting to continue the revenue bill, expiring the 2d of September) 
on the 27th of Auguft; and afterwards, the fame day, I communicated, 
the council being prefent, his majeftv’s letter of the 31 ft of May lad, 
and your lordfliips order and report of the fame date, to the aflembly; 
which came to me as feafonably as they received them furprifedly, 
making me the next morning the inclofed addreis ; upon which, having 
pafled a bill of impoft for fix months, I prorogued them, by advice of 
the council, till the 28th of Ottober next, hoping in that time they would 
fall of their heat, and, upon recollection, better bethink themfelves of 
their duties and allegiance, and upon my offering them .again the laws, 
which I propofe to do upon their firft meeting, better demonftrate their 
obedience by readily giving their confent that they might be enacted. 

Vol. I. O o But, 



282 


HISTORY OF THE 


BOOK But, from what I can learn from the chief leaders among them, I 
R find the fame averienefs as formerly, averring that they will fubmit to 
7 wear, but never confcnt to make, ciiains, as they term this frame of 
government, for their pofterities •; fo that I fcarce expert better fuccels$ 
of which I have writ at large to Mr. Secretary Coventry. 


NUMBER XVII. 

Extrafl of a letter from the Earl of Carlijle to Mr. Secretary Coventry. 

St. Jago de la Vega, lyl November , 1679. 

Sir, 

THE aflembly meeting on the 28th of October, I, with the council, 
went to them; commanded the council’s report of the 28th of May, and 
his majefty’s letter of the 31ft' of May laft, to be read again to them; 
prefled them very much to confider how much it imported at this 
juncture for the interelt of the ifland, that they Jhould pal's thefe jaws 
I brought to them under the great feal of England, or at lead part of 
them* defiring that any one or more of the aflembly would there and 
then argue the reafonablenefs of their objeftion, which none of them 
would undertake; and fo I left the body of laws with them. They 
having the laftfeflion pafled a vote, that the raifmg money and dilpofing 
of it, was the inherent right of the aflembly (of which I had no account, 
either from the members or their fpeaker, in fourteen days afterwards, 
they prefuming it to be their privilege that their proceedings lhould be 
kept fecret from me) I then appointed and fwore them a clerk, wl.it h 
before ufed to be of their own choice; and this they are very uneal'y 
under. 

They proceeded to read over the body of laws: notwidiftanding the 
great care, pains, and trouble I had taken with them, both apart indi¬ 
vidually as well as aflembled together, they threw one and rejected all 
the laws, again adhering to their former reafons, rather than admitting or 
honouring thofe from their lordfhips for rules of obedience. 

I thereupon prefentfy, -with the council, framed a bill of revenue inde¬ 
finite. 
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finite, and Cent that to them: but that had no better luccck; and they APPEN- 
then attended tre wich the addrefs, to be prefented to hi.s majefty, which D I X. 

I herewith fend you; as allb the humble defire of juftification of hi.s ' ■ ~ ^ 

majefty’s council thereupon, which land they earneftly defire your favour 

in humbly prefcnting to his majefty, being unanimoufiy agreed to by all 

the council: but Col. Samuel Long (cnief-juftice of the ifiand, whom 1 

have found all along fince my arrival here to be a mod pertinacious 

abettor and cherifher of the aflembly’s ftubbornnefs in oppofing this new 

frame of government, having had a hand, being their lpeaker, in the 

leaving the king’s name out of the revenue bill) refufes to join with the 

council in this their genuine aft, and has fufticiently pofll-fted himfelf of 

the opinion of the aflembly, by advifuig and aflifting them in the framing 

of their addrefs: thinking their refolutions to be unalterable as his own, 

he is withdrawn to his plantation, fome thirty miles off from this town, 

where at this junfture we have molt need of council. 

Uponferious and deliberate confideration of all which, I have fenthim 
his quietus ; and appointed Col. Robert Byndlofs chief juftice in his place, 
of whole fidelity to the king’s intereft I have many proofs, having for¬ 
merly executed the place, and was now one of the judges of the fupremc 
court. 

I have alfo fufpended Col. Long from being one of the council, 
purpofing, by the advice of the council, to bring or fend him, with fix 
more of the aflembly, to attend the king and council in England to 
fupport their own opinions, reafons, and addrefs, wherein they are not 
ordinarily pofitive; and this I do from the council here unanimoufiy 
agreeing, that there is no other nor better expedient for the fettle men;, 
of this government to a general confent. 

NUMBER XVIII. 

Extrail of a letter from the Earl of Carlijle to the Committee, 

St. Jago de la Vega , 23d Nov. 1679. 

My Lords, 

MINE of the. tenth of September laft to your lordfiiips I hope you 
have received j and what I therein fent your lordfhips, as my conjeftuie 

O o 2 in 
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in profpeiT, fince the general afiemblv’s meeting, on the a8th of Octo¬ 
ber laft, have found to be no vain prophecy. 

Upon the afternbly’s meeting on that day, I, with the council, went 
to the place where they were met, and again, in the prefence of the 
council and the affembly, commanded to be read your lordfhips report 
of the a8th of May laft paft made to his majefty; as alfo his majefty’s 
commands to myfelf of the 31(1 of the fame; and thereupon offered to 
the affembly the body of laws brought over under the great leal of Eng¬ 
land for their confent; at the fame time declaring to them the great 
expediency it would be to all the officers of the iffand, and reafon to 
perfuade his majefty they were another people than reprelented at home; 
that it would induce the king to gratify them in what was neceffary; 
and that, otherwife, they could not appear but in great contempt, to the 
leffening of the ifland’s intereft in his royal favour: and what I urged 
in general to them at their meeting, I had not been wanting to prefs to 
them apart individually before it: then fwore them a clerk of my ap¬ 
pointing, which they took not well, alledging it was their right to choolie 
their own clerk. I told them noj for that the king did grant by patent 
the clerk of the parliament, fo that they were uneafily over-ruled. The 
reafon of my doing this was from their having an opinion that the votes 
of the houfe fhould be kept a fecret from me, and their pafling a vote 
the former feffions, that to raife money, and difpofe of the fame, was a 
right inherent in the affembly, of which I had no notice, in fome four¬ 
teen days after, from any of them or their fpeaker. 

I much urged the whole affembly freely to argue, in the prefence of 
the council and their own members, for the reafonablenefs of the matter 
commanded by the king, that, upon their difcourfjng it openly and 
freely, they might be the better convinced of the neceflity of their being 
dutiful therein: but none of them, in my prefence and the council’s, 
would undertake itj fo we left them, and the body of laws with them. 

Some days they fpent in reading over again the body of laws under 
the great feal left with them; but rejected the many arguments I had 
laboured them with, and threw all the laws out again: whereupon they 
appointed a committee to draw up an addrefs, to be prefented by me to 
his majefty on their behalfs: and in that time, with the council, I drew 
a bill of revenue indefinitely, and gave it myfelf to their fpeaker j but 
that bill had no better fuccefs, but was rejected alfo, 

1 
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Upon this, on the 14th inflant, the fpeaker and aflembly being fent APPEN- 
for to attend me in council, to fh«w caufe why they did reject the bill of t 
revenue fo framed by us in purfuance of his majefty’s pleafyre therein, 
they gave me no anfwer; but, by their fpeaker, defired to prelent to me 
their addrefs, the fpeaker contending to give it its due accent by reading 
it himfelf; a copy whereof is herefent inclofed. 

This addrefs is founded greatly upon the advice of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Samuel Long, chief-judice of the ifland, and one of the king’s council, 
who principally contends for the old frame of government, of whom the 
aflembly is highly opiniated, and efteem him the patron of their rights 
and privileges as Englishmen, who had a hand in leaving the king’s 
name out of the revenue bill, being then fpeaker, and denies not his 
having a hand in framing and advifing fomc parts-of the addrels, which 
in whole is not truth; for, 

1 ft. Whereas they alledge, that the civil government commenced in 
my Lord Windfor's time; it is generally known and recorded in our 
council-book, fifteen months before, in Colonel D’Oyley’s time, and 
will be proved by Sir Thomas Lynch, who then himfelf had an occafion 
of a trial by jury, the foreman of which was Colonel Byndlofs. 

adly. They alledge the readinels of governors to ule ’ martial law, 
particularly in Sir Thomas Lynch’s time; which is here contradicted, 
for there was only an order in council for the putting it in force upon 
condition of any actual defeent or invafion, and not otherwife; neither 
was it on foot really all this time here, as I am credibly informed upon 
good enquiry. 

jdly. As for its being in force in my time, it was not from my 
affecting, but the council advifing and their defiring it; as alfo the 
putting off the Courts till February, in favour generally of the planters. 

Then, for their alledging lo much to be done during the martial law, 
wholly at the charge of the country; that it- is done is true, but the 
charge thereof they would clog the revenue bill with, amounting to 
twelve hundred and twenty-eight pounds, when, commiinibus minis , the 
bill of impoft is but fifteen hundred pounds; of which twelve hundred 
and twenty-eight pounds there is not yet made payment of one farthing, 
nor any profpedt how it may, fince the revenue is fo much anticipated 
from the want of money in the treafury, occalioned by my Lord Vaughan’s 
letting fall the bill of revenue before his departure. 
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BOOK. 20 his Excellency Charles Earl of Carafe, cap'ai i-general, governor, and 
II. commander in chief rf his nuffiy's if and of Jamaica, &c. 

'the humble addrejs cf the ajfembly of this his m jefty's {'land, in anfwer 
to the report of thright honourable the lords of the committee of 
trade and plantations , made to his majefly s count il; vchich we 
entreat his excellency may be humbly prtjented to fas meft facred 
majejly and his council. 

WE, his Majefly's moft loyal and obedient fubjeds, the afTembly of 
•this his ifland of Jamaica, cannot without infinite grief of mind read the 
report made to his majefly by the right honourable the lords of the com¬ 
mittee for trade and plantations; wherein, by the relations made by 
their lordfhips unto his majefly, they have reprefen ted us as a people iull 
of animofiey, unreafonable, irregular, violent, undutiful, and tranfgrcfiing 
both the bounds of duty and loyalty; the bitternefs of which characters 
were we in the leaft part confcious to have deferved, we Ihould, like 
Job, have faid, “ Behold, we are vile: what fall we anfwer? we will lay 
“ our hands upo n cur mouths 

But, left our filence fhould argue our guilt, we {hall, in all humility, 
endeavour to make appear we have always demeaned ourfelves as be- 
cometh good and obedient fubjeds, and thofe who acknowledge and are 
truly fenfible of the many favours received from his majefly; the truth 
of which refting only on matter of fad being related, and the falfe co¬ 
lours which hitherto have been thrown on us being waflied off, we fhall 
not doubt but his majefly will foon entertain a better opinion of his 
fubjeds of this ifland. 

We muft, therefore, humbly beg that his majefly will with patience 
be pleafed to hear the account of our proceedings; which truly to mani- 
Teft we muft be forced to look back fo far as Sir Charles Lyttleton’s 
and Sir ThomasModyford’s entrance upon their government: 


At 
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A't which time, v.e humbly conceive, the ifland began really to take 
up the form of a civil government, and wholly to lay afide that of an 
army, which, until that time, was deemed the fupreme authority ; when 
afar, up -n their feveral arrivals, by order from his majdly, and accord¬ 
ing ro the method of his maieftys moll ancient plantations, they called 
allemblies, and lettied the government of the ifland in (Itch good form, 
that, until his excellency the Earl of Cariifie’s lit id arrival, his majefty 
thought not fit to alter it, though feveral governors itt that time werc 
changed, wlveh mull necclfarily infer the goodnefs and realon of it, as 
well a., the iatisfadion of the people (fince, from that time, they betook 
themfelvcs to fettle plantations) elpecially the merchants, by which means 
the eftates here are wonderfully increafed, as is evident by the great 
number of (hips loaden here by the induftry of the planter; and the 
fatisfadion they received by thole wholefome laws then began, and until 
that time continued, the change of which laws we had no realon to 
expert, being done on fuch mature deliberation from home. 

But to return to anfwer: the firit thing their lordlhips are pleafed to 
accufe 11s of is, prefuming to queftion his majdly’s power over the 
militia; which, how much they are mifinformed in it, will hereunder 
appear: but we mull firit repeat the claufe againft which, we humbly 
conceive, wc had juft reafons to take exceptions, which claufe is as 
foil owe th: 

“ Provided always, and it is hereby further enabled and declared by 
c< the authority aforefaid, that nothing in this ait contained be expounded, 
tl confirued, or underftood, to diminilh, alter, or abridge, the power of 
“ the governor or commander in chief for the time being; but that in 
* £ all things he may, upon all occafions or exigencies, act as captain- 
“ general and governor in chief, according to and in purfuance of all 
“ the powers and authorities given to him by his majdly’s commiflion; 
<c any thing in this ait or any other to the contrary in any wife not- 
“ with Handing.” 

In their lordlliips obfervations, in which they take no notice that tin- 
power given by that claufe extends as well to the governor as captain- 
general, nor of the words ct any thing in this ad or any other to the 
“ contrary notwithftanding,” which words, being plain, need no references 
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BOOK to expound them, being confented to, there is no occafion of making 
any other law, becaufe that makes all the powers and authorities given 
by his majefty’s commiffion, .and, by that commiffion, the inftrudtions 
which lhall be after given to him, lhall be law, though it be to the 
nulling of any beneficial law, made either here or in England, by which 
we are fecured both in life and in eftate; the like of which was never 
done in any of his majefty’s dominions whatfoever, and is in effedt to 
enadt will to be law, and will be conftrued (we fear) to bind us by the 
old rule of law, that every man may renounce his own right: and if their 
lordfhips had been pleafed to have as well remembered the other claufes 
of the adt of the militia, we cannot think they would have laid we had 
queftioned his majefty’s power over it, for no adt of England gives his 
majefty the like power over the militia as ours doth j for, on any appre- 
henlion of danger, the general with his council of officers have power to 
put the law martial on foot for what time they pleaie, and to command 
us in our own perfons, our fervants, negroes, horfes, even all that we 
have, to his majefty’s fervice; which having been fo often put in pradtice 
will need the lefs proof: but how readily and willingly we have obeyed, 
and in that faith is beft juftified by works, it will not be amifs to inftance 
Ibme turn's, and what hath been done in thofe times, by the charge and 
labour of his majeftys fubjedts here, under the feveral governors; none 
of which have left unexperimented the ftrength of his majefty's com¬ 
miffion, and the virtue or force of that adt, upon the leaft feeming 
occafion. 

In the government of Sir Thomas Modyford, in the years 1665 and 
1666, the whole ifland was put under law martial for many months 
together; in which time, by the inhabitants and their blacks. Fort- 
Charles was made clofc, which to that time wanted a whole line, and 
alfo the breaft-work at Port-Royal was built, with a very fmall charge 
to his majefty. 

In the time of Sir Thomas Lynch, in the year 1673, the law martial 
was again fet on foot; Fort-James built by the contributions of the 
gentlemen of his majefty’s council and aftembly, and fevcral other of his 
majefty’s good fubjedts in this ifland, which amounted to a very confi- 
derable fum of money; a breaft-work thrown up at Old-Harbour and 
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fcveral other places; and guns mounted on a platform placed at 
Port-Morant. 

In Lord Vaughan’s time, though there was no probability of war, 
yet he wanted not the trial of his power alfo in the militia, ami our 
obedience to it; for he commanded out a company of the inhabitants 
in learch of a Spanifh barqua longa , who was laid to have robbed a Hoop 
belonging to this ifland upon the coalt of Cuba: he, likewiie, in favour 
of the royal company, commanded out to fea two vcficis, with a com¬ 
pany of the militia and their captain, from Port-Royal, to feize an 
interloper riding in one of his majefty’s harbours, and there by force 
feized her. 

In the time of Sir Henry Morgan being commander in chief, we weie 
again put under martial law; in which time Fort-Rupert, Fort-CarliHe, 
and a new line at Fort-James, were built. 

Laftly, in his excellency the Earl of Carlifle’s time (the prefent go¬ 
vernor) the law martial was again put in force for about three .months; 
in which time Fort-Morgan with its platform, and another line at Fort- 
James, and the breaft-work reinforced very confiderably in thicknefs and 
height, anti new carriages were made for the guns, thofe that came out 
of England not being fit for land fervice; all which fortifications are 
fubftantially built with hone and brick, at the charge and labour of the 
country. 

Neither have we ever been wanting in due refpeft to his majefty’s 
governors; the militia having always waited on them to church, in 
their progrefies, and on all public occafions: and we may lafely aifirm 
with truth, that no militia in his majefty's dominions undergo the like 
military duty as his fubjefts in Jamaica; as is evident to all men that 
ever fet foot in Port-Royal, which cannot be diftinguifhed from a gar^- 
rifon, either in time of peace or war, but by their not being paid for 
their fcrvice. 

To anfwer their lordlhips objections to the'bill of revenue, wherein 
his majefty’s name was left out, there are fevcral members of this afiem- 
bly now fitting who were members when that bill pafied three times in 
form in the afiembly; and, upon the beft recolle&ion of their memories, 
they are fully perfuaded and do believe the bill was again fent down 
Voi. I. P p with 
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15 O O K with th.it amendment from the governor and council, according as it. 

II. palled at the laft: but, ffiould it have rifen in the aflembly, they are 
—-v—very unfortunate if they muft bear the cenfure of all miftakes that may 
happen in prefenting laws to be palled, when both the governor and his 
council have their negative voices, which, had either of them made ule 
of in this point, would have been readily confented to by the aflembly, 
as they had formerly done, both under the government of Sir Thomas 
Modyford and Sir Thomas Lynch, before whofe time it hail been railed 
without mentioning his majefty’s name, and that without check; and 
we always concluded the governor’s name in the enading part to be of 
the fame effed as his majefty’s is in England, whom, in this particular, 
heleems rather to perfonate than reprefent: for which rcafons we hope, 
it ought not to have been imputed to the aflembly as their crime alto¬ 
gether, being confented unto by his majefty’s governor, without any 
debate, and all applied by the ad whereby it was raifed, to the very 
lame public ufe his majefty direds; and we are certain no inftance can 
be given of any money difpofed of to any private ufe, but was always 
iflued by the governor’s warrant, for the payment of his own and other 
his general officers falaries in this ifland, with fome fmall contingent 
charges of the government. 

Their lordlhips alfo affirm, that the aflembly offered this bill, in the 
fame meafure and proportion as it is now propofed, to Sir Thomas 
Lynch: in which their lordlhips are mifmformed; for his majefty’s 
inftrudions were, that the laws fhould be in force for two years and no 
longer, which their lordlhips alfo acknowledge in the prior part of the 
report; fo that the aflembly needed not to have expreffedany time, and the 
particular ufes therein appointed. 

But had their lordlhips known how great fums of money have been 
raifed here, and how fmall a part hath been applied to his majefty’s 
iervice for the defence and lengthening the ifland, we humbly conceive 
their lordlhips would have been of opinion, that we have no reafon to 
bar ourfclves to perpetuity, and pafs the faid ad without limitation of 
ufes or time; nor can we be fo prefumptuous as to imagine the kmg can 
be hindered from making fuch ufe of his own money as he fhall think 
lit, and apply it where he finds moft neceffary. 
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It is very true the laws contain many and great errors, as thtir lord- 
/hips may fee by the afiembly’s journal ; fo that were the aftembly as 

much petitioners to his majefly for this new form as they are to be re- 1 -v— r 

ftored to their old, above half the body of thefe laws, without amend¬ 
ment, would never be reafonable to pafs. 

As, to inftance fome few amongft many: in the ad for preventing 
damages by fire, a Angle juft ice of the peace hath power of life and 
death; and the aft of the militia empowers the governor and council to 
levy a tax on the whole ifland; and in the aft directing the marftial's 
proceedings, there is a claufe that makes it felony for any perfon to 
conceal his own goods, left in his own pofleflon, after execution levied 
by that law, fo that a man may be hanged for being poor, which, though 
inconvenient, was never till then accounted capital; with others too long 
to be repeated. 

And whereas their lordfiiips are pleafed to fay, that there is nothin o- 
imperfeft or defective in thefe bills tranfmitted hither j yet we humbly 
conceive, that no notice being taken in this body of laws how or in what 
nature we are to make ufc of the laws of England, either as they have 
reference to the prefervation of his majefty’s prerogative or tiie fubjefts 
rights, we ought not in reafon to confent to thefe bills;, for, noth inn- 
appearing to the contraiy, the governor is left, ad libitum , to ufe or refille 
as few or as many as he pleafes, and fuch as fuit with his occafions; there 
being no directions in them how to proceed according to the laws of 
England, either in caufes criminal or teftamentary, and in many other 
cafes which concern the quiet of the fubjeft, both in life and eftate. 

We conceive alfo, that, whatfoever is laid to the contrary by their 
lordfiiips in anfvvcr to the diftance of places, this very lalt experiment is 
iufficiently convincing of the truth of that allegation ; fince it is a year 
fince this model came over and was debated, and before their lordfiiips 
report came back, notwithftanding one of the advices went home by an 
exprefs. And, 

Whereas their lordfiiips fey, we cannot be fubjeft to more accidents 
than his majefty’s kingdom of Ireland; to that we objeft, that advice 
and anfwers thence may be had in ten or fourteen days, and that king¬ 
dom is already fettled, our plantation but beginning. But further, 
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£ we cannot imagine that Irifli model of government was, in principio, ever 
j intended for Englifhmen: befides, their lordfhips cannot but know, that 
that model was introduced among!! them by a law made by themfelves in 
Ireland, and fo confequently bound them, which, being now generally 
known to all thofe who remove thither, they have no caufe to repine at, 
that being their choice to live under it or flay from it, and was made for 
the prefervation of the Englifli again!! the Irilh fa61 ion. As there is not 
the fame caufe, fo there is not the lame reafon, for impofing the fame on 
us, unlefs we did it ourfelves, who are all his majefty’s natural-born fub- 
je 6 ts of his kingdom of England; which is the reafon the parliament 
give, in all their a£ts concerning the plantations, for obliging us by them 
to what, and with whom, and in what manner, we may trade, and impofc 
a tax on us here in cafe of trade from one colony to another; and it is 
but equity then, that the fame law fhould have the fame power of loofing 
as binding. 

His majefly giving a power, on urgent occafions, to raife monies the 
old way, only fecures the king’s officers their falaries, which elfe they had 
been difappointed of; the a 6 ! of the militia which was heretofore con- 
iented to, ever providing, that, on alarm or invafion, the commander in 
chief fliould have unlimited power over all perfons, eflates, and things, 
necefTary on fuch urgencies. 

As to the 7 th, the aflembly fay, they never defired any power but 
what his majefty’s governors afiured them was their birth-rights, and 
what they fuppofed his majefty’s moft gracious proclamation allowed 
them: alfo his majefty was gracioufly pleafed to write a letter to his 
governor Sir Thomas Lynch, after the double trial of one Peter Johnfon, 
a pirate, fignifying his diflike that any thing fhould be done that fhould 
caufe any doubt in his fubje 6 ls, in not enjoying all the privileges of 
fubje 6 fs of the kingdom of England, or to that efte61. 

But as to the obftru 6 ling of juftice again!! Brown,, the pirate, what 
they did, though not juftifiable in the manner, was out of an aflurance, 
that we had no law in force then to declare my lord chancellor of Eng¬ 
land’s power, and our chancellor’s here equal, in granting commiflions, 
in purfuance of the ftatute of Henry the eighth ; which alfo his majefty 
. and council perceiving, have, in the new body, of laws, fent one to fupply, 

that 
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that want: and if they, not meddling with the merits of the caufe, en¬ 
deavoured to preferve the form of juftice, and juftice itfelf, and, after 
denial of feveral petitions, joined with the council, were led beyond their 
duty (for which they were lharply reprimanded by the then governor) 
they do hope for and humbly beg his majefty’s pardon. 

And as for the adt upon which he came in, it arofe not in the aflembly,. 
but was font from the council, to be confented to by them, which was 
accordingly done. 

And as to the imprifonment of Mr. Thomas Martvn, one of their 
members, for taking out procefs in chancery in his own private concern, 
againll feveral other members, and of the council, the aflembly then 
fitting,, and for other mifdemeanors and breach of the rules of the houfej 
they hope it is juftifiable, the king’s governor having allured them, that 
they had the fame power over their members which the houfe of com¬ 
mons have,, and all fpeakers here praying, and the governors granting, 
the ufual petitions of fpeakers in England. 

Seeing the governor hatli power to turn out a counfellor, and turning 
out incapacitates him from being an aflembly-man, no counfellor dares 
give his opinion againll the governor, under danger of lefs penalty than 
lofing that which he thinks his birth-right: alfo, a governor being 
chancellor, ordinary, ana admiral, joined with his military authority, 
lodges lb great a power in him, that being united and executed in one 
perfon to turn it totum in qualibet parte, fo that he may invalidate any thing 
done under his own commiflion. 

There is no doubt but, by this new way, it is in the aflembly’s power 
to content to and perpetuate fuch laws as are wholly of benelit to them, 
and leave unpaired all that may be thought molt neceflary for his majefty; 
which advantage they not laying hold on, hope it will be an evidence 
they are careful of his majdty’s prerogative, as it is the duty of every 
good fubjeeft to be. 

It is without controverfy that the old form ol government, which 
was ordered fo like his majefty’s kingdom of England, mull of confer 
quence be of greater encouragement to all his majefty’s lubjeds, as well 
as ftrangers, to remove themfelves hither. Upon his majefty’s procla¬ 
mation in my Lord Windfor’s time, and by thole gracious inflnitf ions 
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given to Sir Thomas Modyford, all or molt part of the fugar planta¬ 
tions have been fettled j and the major part of the faid planters being 
fuch who arrived here and fettled upon the general liking of the mo¬ 
del firft conftitutcd, and in belief that they loft not any of the privileges 
of his majefty’s fubjcfts of the kingdom of England by their removal 
hither, and having by no ad, as we believe, either provoked his majefty 
or forfeited our rights, or ever defiring or attempting to lefien or quef- 
tion his majefty’s prerogative, the prefervation whereof we ever deemed 
the beft means of preferving our own privileges and eftates, we fhall pre- 
fume to hope for the continuance of his majefty’s favour, which is im- 
poftible for us ever to forget. 

And whereas their lordfhips are pleafed to offer their advice to his 
majefty, to furnifh his governor with fuch powers as were formerly given 
to Colonel D’Oyley and others, in whofe time the then accounted army 
was not difbanded, but fo continued till Lord Windfor’s arrival, who 
brought over the king’s royal donative, and order to fettle the civil go¬ 
vernment : we hope their lordfhips intend not that we are to be go¬ 
verned by or as an army, or that the governor be empowered to levy 
any tax by himfelf and council; fince his majefty having difcharged him- 
felf and council, by an aft of parliament, of any fuch power over any of 
his majefty’s fubjefts of his kingdom of England, as we undoubtedly are, 
it will be very hard to have any impofition laid on us but by our own 
confents; for their lordfhips well know, that no derived power is greater 
than the primitive. 

However, if his moft gracious majefty fhall not think fit to alter this 
model, but we are to be governed by the governor and council, accord¬ 
ing to their lordfhip’s advice, yet we humbly befeech his majefty to do 
us the grace to believe, that we are fo fenfible of our duty and allegiance, 
that our fubmiffion to and comportment under his majelty’s authority 
fhall be fuch as that, we hope, he, in his due time, will be gracioufly 
pleafed to reftore unto us our ancient form of government, under which 
it hath hitherto pleafed God to profper us: ending with our hearty 
prayers for his majefty’s long and happy reign over us, and moft humbly 
begging his majefty’s pardon of all our errors and miftakes, and a gra¬ 
cious interpretation of this our anfwer j protefting, from the bottom of 
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our hearts, that we are and rcfoive to die his majefty’s true, loyal, and A P P E N« 
obedient fubje&s. DIX. 

A true copy. v -—■■ f> ' 

Rowland Powell, Cl. Cone. 


NUMBER XX. 

"The humble defire and jufiijication of the members of his majeflfs 
council , to his Excellency the Governor in Jamaica . 

T H E alterations of the frame of government in this his majefty’s 
iftand of Jamaica unto that of his kingdom of Ireland, which his majefty, 
the belt and greateft of kings, hath gracioufly commanded us to 
fubmit unto and own, we his majefty’s truly loyal and dutiful fubje&s, 
hitherto have and yet do, by a willing readinefs, and ready willingnefs, 
declare our entire obedience and hearty conformity thereunto, becaufe his 
majefty commands. 

And although his majefty’s great perspicuity and truly royal prudence 
is beft able to determine what government is the fitted; for his fubjedls 
in tliis iftand, yet with all due fubmiflion, in all humility, we beg leave 
to reprefent to his majefty the great inconvenience attending the prefent 
frame, in tranfmitting our laws home. 

The vaft diftancc of place will of neceftity require a great expence 
of time, between the firft framing our laws here and the tranfmitting 
and return of them hither again; fo that, before they can be palled into 
laws by the aflembly here, there will probably as great caule arile to alter 
as there were at firft to make them. 

And, with all due fubmiflion, we judge it even impolTible to adapt 
laws to the prefent conftitution, fo as not to admit of often and great 
alterations j for, according to our experience hitherto, we have found 
urgent occafions to alter and amend the laws, that have more imme¬ 
diately concerned us here, at the lealt every two years; and we cannot 
forefee but we fhall lie under the fame neceftity ftill) fo that if his 

majefty 
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Ik either reflore to us our former power and way or method of palling 
-—*—— J Jaws, or at lead remit tliat part-of the prefent method of making laws 
which only concerns us here, as they may pal’s without tranlinitting the 
fame, we iiope, by our prefent fubmiflion and entire obedience to all his 
laws here, his majelly will be a glorious prince and his fubjccts here an 
happy people. 

And whereas the gentlemen of the aflembly, in their addrefs to his 
majelly read here in council the 15th of November, 1679, do declare, 
that as to the bill of revenue wherein his majelly’s name was left out, that 
there are lcveral of die members of their aflembly now fitting who were 
members when the bill palled three times in form in the aflembly, and, 
upon the belt recollc&ion of their memories, they are fully perfuaded 
and do believe the bill was again lent down with that amendment from 
the governor and council, according as it paflfed at the lall; we, the gen¬ 
tlemen of his majefty’s council here prefent at the pafling of the bill, do 
mod humbly and with all leriouliiefs aver and declare, tliat we were lb 
far from contenting the faid bill fhould pafs without his majelly’s name 
in it, that we do not remember it was ever debated or mentioned in 
council; and further, that, to the bell of our refpeXive knowledge, it 
was read three times, and patted the council-board, with his majelly’s 
name in it: and we are the rather induced to this our confidence, be- 
caufe we find the original a<ft was razed, and, by the then fpeaker’s own 
hand, interlined ; and moreover, the feveral amendments of the faid bill, 
that were made in council, were all taken notice of in the minutes in our 
council-books, and no mention made of this; and the gentlemen of the 
aflembly do produce nothing out of their journal to’juftify the reflexions 
upon us ; therefore it is to be prefumed they cannot. 

Aaid we do further humbly and unanimoufly declare, we never did at 
any rime, either jointly or fcverally, make any complaint to the aflembly, 
or any of them, of the power given by his majelly to his excellency our 
prefent governor to fulpend any of his majefty’s council here; for as 
we have hitherto yielded all due obedience and fubmiflion to his ma¬ 
jelly’s royal will and pleafure concerning us, fo we hope we fhall ap¬ 
prove ourfelves fuch, and, as in duty bound, ever pray for his ma¬ 
jelly’s 
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jetty's long life, and that he may profperoufly and triumphantly reign APPEN- 
over us. DIX. 

This was unanimoufly agreed to in council by the refpe&ive 
members thereof who were prefent at the patting the bill of 
revenue: Colonel Thomas Ballard, Colonel John Cope, 

Colonel Robert Byndlofs, Colonel Thomas Freeman, Co¬ 
lonel William Joy, Colonel Thomas Fuller, John White, 

Efquire; 

And confented to by the whole council, excepting Lieutenant-Colonel 
Samuel Long. 

Received from the Earl of Carlifle, 26th February, 1679-80. 


NUMBER XXI. 

Extract of an order in council. 

Jamaica. 

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the council- 
chamber at Whitehall, the 5th of March, 1679-80, 

Present, 

Prince Rupert, Marquis of Worcefter, Mr. Hyde, 

Lord Prefident, Earl of Bridgewater Mr Secretary Coventry, 

Lord Privy-Seal, EarlofEflex, Sir Leolin Jenkins. 

A LETTER from the Earl of Carlifle to. the committee, dated 
23d of November laft, is read, wherein his lordfliip acquaints the com¬ 
mittee, that, having called the council and aflembly together, he had 
caufed their lordfliips report of the 28th of May to be publickly read; 
which their lordlhips think to be difagreeable to the directions of the 
You. 1 . Q^q report; 
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report, winch was only prefented to his maiefty for his information, and 
in order to furnifh the karl of Carlifle, when occafion fhould ferve, with 
fuch arguments as might be fit to be ufed in judification of his majcfty’s 
commiflion ar.d inftru&ions; and their lordfhips particularly take notice, 
that it was neither nccefiary nor convenient for him to expofe his in- 
ftrufticns to the aflembiy : and as to the clerk of the afiembly, which his 
lordfhip had appointed, the committee does very much approve his lord- 
ihip’s proce 'dings therein, and will defire him to continue the lame method 
for the future.* 

And whereas Colonel Long is reprefented to have a hand in leaving 
out the king’s name in the lace bill of revenue, and in framing and ad- 
vifing the add re Is of the aflembiy now tranfinitted to his majefty; their 
lordfhips will report, that the Earl of Carlifle may be ordered to fend him 
to England, to anfwcr what is laid to his charge. 

The addrefs of the afiembly of Jamaica to his majefty, in anfwer to a 
report of the committee approved on the 28th of May lafi, being read, 
their lordfhips obferve, that there are many falfities and miilakes con¬ 
tained therein. 

Firft, it is alledged by the aflembiy, that the ifland took up the ;, ”i 
form of government in the time of Sir Thomas Mouyford and 
Charles Lyttelton j whereas it is certain, that Colonel D’Oylcy hao 
commiflion, foon after his majefly’s reftoration, to govern by the civ. 
power. 

As to their denial of having left out his majeftv’s name in the revenue 
bill, it is evident, by the juftification of the council, and aflurance of the 
Lord Vaughan, that the bill pafled the governor \nd council v th his 
majefty’s name, which was afterwards left out, or erafcd, as may be fiip- 
pofed by the interlineation that yet appears upon the original bill. 

And whereas it is faid, that their lordfhips are mifinformed, in affirm¬ 
ing that the aflembiy had before offered the bill of revenue in the fame 
meafure and proportion as is now propofed, fince the laws were to be in 
force for two years, and no longer: the afiembly have quite forgotten, 
or pretended to be ignorant of, the powers fettled by his majefty’s com¬ 
miflion to Sir Thomas Lynch, whereby the laws were to be in force for 
two years, and no longer, unlefs confirmed by his majefty within that 

time; 
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time ; fo th.tt the bill tranfmitted by Sir Thomas Lynch wanted only his A P P E N 
majefty’s approbation to render it perpetual. 1 X. 

The aflembly further mentions the great Aims railed in Jamaica, which — L - 
had not been employed to his majefty’s fervice; but does not inftance the 
inifapplication of any part of the revenue by any of the governors. 

It is alfo to be obferved, that the law for preventing damages by fire, 
of which they complain, was firft made by them; as alfo the aft direfting 
the marfhal’s proceedings cannot be but very reafonable, and for the ad¬ 
vantage of the planters, fince it gives them the ule of their goods after 
execution, and enables them the better to pay their debts. 

And whereas the aflembly complains, that there is no law tranfmitted 
to them for afeertaining the laws of England ■, it is thought reafonable, 
that his majefty lliould retain within himfelf the power of appointing 
the laws of England to be in full force in that ifland, as he lhall find 
neceflary. 

The delays and length of time, alledged by them in reference to the 
model prescribed by his majefty, were wholly occafioned by the refrac- 
mrincts o f the aflembly, and nor by the diftance of places, or other 
*eafo r 

i the;- objeft concerning Ireland, in reference to Jamaica, isfrivo- 
i r- nee tht inglilh there have right to the fame privileges as thofe 

c» ,^:naica, and -’re bound up by afts of parliament in England, as well 
n. the ini;'bicants of Jamaica. 

T d y' obieciion it is replied, thr nothing has been done to take 
away 'ir : •V|(;y ,v ;:nt o r afl the privileges of Englifli fubjefts, fince they 
uo 'o.erneci by the la ;s an ftacutes of tins realm. 

heir imvvat ram able proceedings in obftrufting of juftice againfl Brown 

: prate is ronfelied, and his majelty’s pardon prayed by diem. 

Their lordiliips think the imprifonment of Martyn, and the articles 
preferred againfl him, altogether unjutlifiable, not only as he was his 
majefty’s colleftor, but as the aflembly ought not, by the pretenfions of 
privilege, to fhelter themfelves from juftice, there being no fiich ufage in 
Barbadoes and other plantations. 

In the 9th place, it is altogether erroneous in the aflembly to think it is, 
by the prefent model, in their own power, to accept luch laws as are 

Q^q 2 wholly 
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BOOK wholly of b nefit to themielves, and to reject fuch as are moll neceffary 

If- f° r bis mail fly ; fince the governor yet retains a negative voice, after the 
i—-v— —t confent of the afiembly. 

And wheieas they very much infill upon his rmjtfty's proclamation in 
my Lord Vv indlor’s time ; his majrlly has not in any inftance withdrawn 
the e{feels of his promile to them, nor impoled fcveral rules and infliuc- 
tions that were prelcnbed in Sir Thomas Modyford’s commifiion and in¬ 
fo u i ions, whereby he had power, with the advice of the council, to raife 
money on ftrang liquors: and the afiembly can as little believe they 
have not provoked his majefty to keep a flrift eye upon them, after 
their feveral unwarrantable proceedings during the government of the 
Lord Vaughan, and fince of the Earl of Carlifle, by their votes and 
otherwile. 

In tne lafl place, it is falfely infinuated by the afiembly, that the go¬ 
vernment remained under an army in Colonel D’Oyley’s time ; fince it 
appears plainly by his commifiion, that it was otherwife provided, and 
that the martial law was then laid afide : fo that, upon the whole matter, 
they have rcafon to beg his majefty’s pardon lor all their errors and 
miftakes. 

The juftification of the council of Jamaica, in anfwer to the imputation 
of the afiembly, of their leaving out the king’s name in the revenue bill, 
is alfo read; and to be made ufe of by the governor, to difprove the 
allegations of the afiembly in their own behalf. 
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NUMBER XXIII. u-vw 

Extract of an order in council. 

Jamaica. 

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the council- 
chamber at Whitehall; Monday the 8th of March, 

1679-80, 


Present, 

Lord Privy Seal, Earl of Bridgewater, Sir Leolin Jenkins. 

THE Lord Vaughan attends, concerning the charge againft Co¬ 
lonel Long, of Jamaica, for razing out the king’s name in the ad of 
revenue; and declares, that he is very confident that the bill came up 
from the aflembly to the council with the king’s name in it, and that it 
was not put out by the council, nor by his privity ; and that when Mr. 
Martyn came to Jamaica with the king’s patent to be collector, his lord- 
fhip then lent for the ad, and perceived the interlineation to be in Colonel 
Long’s hand; and that h ; s lordfhip does abfoiutely agree with the council 
of Jamaica, in the matter of their junification. 


NUMBER 
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Jamaica. 


NUMBER XXIV. 

Extract of an order in council. 


At the committee of trade and plantations, in the council- 
chamber at Whitehall, Thursday the nth of March, 
1679-80, 


Present, 

Lord Preftdent, Marquis of Worcefter, Sir Leolin Jenkins. 

Lord Privy-Seal, Earl of Bridgewater, 

THEIR lordfhips take into cenfideration the (late of the govern¬ 
ment in Jamaica, and agree to refer the queries following to Mr. At¬ 
torney and Mr. Solicitor General, for their opinions therein; viz. 

1 ft. Whether, from the paft and prel'ent (late of Jamaica, his ma- 
jefty’s fubjeds inhabiting and trading there have a right to the laws of 
England, as Englishmen, or by virtue of the king’s proclamation, or 
otherwife ? 

ad. Whether his majefty’s fubjeds of Jamaica, claiming to be go¬ 
verned by the laws of England, are not bound as well by fuch laws as are 
beneficial to the king, by appointing taxes and fubfidies for the fupport 
of the government, as by other laws, which tend only to the benefit and 
cafe of the fubjed ? 

3d. Whether the fubfidies of tonnage and poundage upon goods that 
may by law, or fhall be directly carried to Jamaica, be not payable, ac¬ 
cording to law, by his majefty’s fubjeds inhabiting that ifland, or trading 
there, by virtue of the ads of tonnage and poundage, or other ads made 
in England ? 

4th. Whether wine or other goods, once brought into England and 
tranfported from thence, upon which the refpedive abatements are al¬ 
lowed upon exportation, according to law, the fame being afterwards car¬ 
ried 
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ried to Jamaica and landed there, fhall not be liable to the payment of A P PE N- 
the full duty of tonnage and poundage which it fhould have paid if con- j) i x. 

fumed in England, deducing only fuch part of the faid duty as fhall not . -v - ? 

be repaid in England upon exportation of the faid goods from thence ? 

Which queries were accordingly tranfnitted to Mr. Attorney and Mr. 

Solicitor General, with a paper containing the pad and prefent ftate of 
Jamaica, in relation to the government. 

NUMBER XXV. 

'Letter to Mr. Attorney and Mr. Solicitor General. 

Council chamber, nth March, 1679-80. 

Gentlemen, 

THE right honourable the lords of the committee for trade and plan¬ 
tations, upon confideration of the affairs of Jamaica, have ftated the quef- 
tions following j viz. 

[Here were recited the queries Jlated in the preceding number.'] 

To which queftions their lordfhips defire your anfwer in writing, with 
all convenient fpeed: and, for your information, I have inclofed a paper , 
containing a floort account if the pdft and prejoil flate of the government in 
Jamaica 3 and in cafe you fhould require any further fatisfa&ion therein, 
or touching the queries referred unto you, I am ordered by the lords of. 
the committee to attend you at any time or place you fhall think fit to 
appoint. 

I am, with all refpeft, gentlemen, (sc. 
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Extras of an order in council. 

Jamaica. 

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the council- 
chamber at Whitehall, the 27th of April, 1680, 

Present, 

Prince Rupert, Earl of Efiex, Mr. Hyde, 

Eord Prefident, Vifcount Eauconberg, Mr. Secretary Jenkins. 

Earl of Sunderland, 

MR. Attorney and Mr. Solicitor General having likewife acquainted 
the committee, that, upon confideration of the four qudlions concerning 
Jamaica, referred unto them the nth of March, they did find them of 
fuch difficulty and moment as to deferve the opinion of the judges: 
it is agreed that they be accordingly referred unto the judges; upon 
whom Mr. Attorney and Mr. Solicitor General are defired to attend with 
them ; Mr. Attorney having firlt delivered hU opinion, “ that the people 
“ of Jamaica have no right to be governed by the laws oi England, but 
« by fuch laws as are made there, and dlablilhed by his majefly’s audio ■ 
** rity." But whereas Mr. Solicitor General doth deliver his opinion, 
that the word “ dominion,” in the ad of parliament for tonnage and 
poundage, may feem rather to imply the dominion 01 Wales and Ber¬ 
wick upon Tweed only, than to extend to the plantations; and tnojp 
efpecially, as Mr. Attorney alledges, fince the illands of Guemfey and 
Jerfey are not concerned in that ad; their lordfhips order the tw'o firll 
queftions only to be fent unto the judges, without any mention to be 
made of the two Jail, which particularize the ad of tonnage and 
poundage. 
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NUMB E R XXVII. 
References to the judges about Jamaica. 


A V P E N- 
D I X. 

V ■ ~' j u ~ / 


Gentlemen, 


Council-chamber, i~jth April, 1680. 


1 A M commanded by the right honourable the lords of the privy- 
council appointed a committee of trade and foreign plantations, to fignify 
their defires that you attend his majefty’s judges with the queflions fol¬ 
lowing : 

ill. Whether from the paft anil prefent (late of ^amaica, his majefty’s 
lubiedts inhabiting and trading there have a right to t.ie laws of Eng¬ 
land, as Englilhrnen, or by virtue of 'he king’s proclamation, or other- 
wife ? 

ed. Whether his majefty’s fubje< 5 is of Jamaica, claiming to be go¬ 
verned by r he laws of England, are not bound as ’’'ell by inch laws as 
are bene'' 1 es the king, by appointing f ixes ant 1 ,libndk*s for the lup- 
purf uf imwit, as by “the: laws, winch tend only to the benefit 

and cafe . iubjtCt ? 

Which q ar 'e\ lordfhq ... kn.ie ei.-> imje’ly’s judges to confider 
and anfv":i in \\ r -no and to tclurn t ' opinions to the committee with 
convenient Ipteu. 


I -m, whh vfpea. Cfi. 


R r 
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« 

Order to the judges about the quejlkn of Jamaica. 


At the court at Whitehall, the 23d of June, 1680. 


Pi incc Rupert, 

Archbp. of Canterbury, 
Lord Chancellor, 

Lord Prefident, 

Lord Privy-Seal, 

Duke of Albemarle, 
Marquis of Worctfter, 
Earl of Oft'ory, 


Present, 

His Majefty, 

Lord Chamberlain, 

Earl of Sunderland, 

Earl of Clarendon, 

Earl of Bath, 

Lord Bdhop of London, 
Mr. Hyde, 

Mr. Finch, 

Lord Chief Juflice North, 


Mr. Coventry, 

Mr. Secretary Jen¬ 
kins, 

Mr. Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, 
Mr. Uodolphin. 


IT is this day ordered in council, that Mr. Attorney and Mr. Solicitor 
General do attend his majelly’s judges, and defire them to afl'cmble 
with all convenient fpced, and, being aftembled, to confer with them 
concerning this queftion; viz. 

Whether, by his majdly’s letter, proclamation, or commiffions, an¬ 
nexed, his majefty hath excluded himfelf from the power of cflabiilhing 
laws in Jamaica, it being a conquered country, and all laws fettled by 
authority there being now expired ? 

And that, upon receiving the opinions of his majefty's judges, wider 
their lands in vuritv g, they do report the fame to the lords of the privy- 
counci! appointed a committee for trade and foreign plantations. 


N U M B E R 
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J AMAICA. 


NUMBER XXIX. Al'PEN- 

D I X. 

Extraft of an order in council. —v——<* 

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the council- 
chamber at Whitehall, the 7th of September, 1680, 


Present, 

Lord Prefident, Marquis of Worccfter, Mr. Secretary Jenkins. 

MR. Secretary Jenkins acquaints the committee, that Colonel Long, 
of Jamaica, had feme days before furrendcred himfelf to him, upon a 
bond of ten thofifand pounds given to the Earl of Carlifle to that pur- 
pofe ; and that he had taken his lecurity for the like fum, that he would 
attend the full council, on Friday next, being the 10th inftant. 


NUMBER XXX. 


Jamaica. 


Copy of an order in cornel. 

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the council- 
chamber at Whitehall, 


Present, 

Prince Rupert, Marquis of Worccltcr, Fail of Bath, 

Lord Prefident, Earl of Clarendon, Mr. Secretary Jenkins. 

THE Fail of Carlifle is called in, and delivers a paper containing a 
charge againft Colonel Long, which is read, confiding chiefly in three 
points; viz. That he hud razed the king’s name out of the adl for railing 
a publick revenue j that he had granted an habeas corpus y being judge, for 

R r a a perfon 
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B O O IC * perion condemned by* law; and had oppos'd the fettleiuenr of the coun- 
II- try purfuant to the king’s orders. 

i- 'v—■■ * And his lordlhip declaring, that he had nothing more to fay againfl 
Colonel I-ong tlian was contained in that paper, only referving to him- 
ielf the liberty of explaining what !*c bad therein mentioned, Colonel 
Long is called in, and the paper read ro him ; v. hereupon he pofitively 
denies that he had done any thing to the bill without the directions of the 
aflembly; and that he believes the razure happened, inafmuch as the 
rink of the aflembly had tranferibed the bill palled in Sir Thomas 
I.ynch’s time, which was now blotted out by the agreement of the go¬ 
vernor, council, and aflembly, and the words written in his hand were 
only added to make up the fenlc, which otherwife would have been want¬ 
ing, which he did as ipeaker cf that aflembly from whom he had direc¬ 
tions ; which is confirmed by the letters of Major Molefworth, Mr. Ber¬ 
nard, Mr. Afhuril, Mr. Burton, and cf the clerk of the afltYnbly. 

As to the granting an habeas corpus , he declares he did not know the 
perfon was condemned; and that it is ufual tor the judges to fign blank 
habeas corpus's, which the clerk gives out in courfe. 

And that he never oppofed the king’s orders, otherwife than by ex- 
prefling his opinion, that they were not for his majefly’s fcrvice, nor the 
good of the country. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER XXXI. APPEN- 

D I X. 

Extract of an order in council. r f 

Jamaica. 

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the council- 
chamber at Whitehall, Tuefday the 12th of October, 
t6So, 


Prince Rupert, 

Lord Prefident, 

Lord Pi ivy-Seal, 
Marquis of Worcerter, 


Present, 
Earl of Sunderland, 
Earl of Clarendon, 
F.arl of Halifax, 
Vifc. Eauconbcrg, 


Mr. Hyde, 

Mr. Godolphin, 

Mr. Secretary Jenkins, 
Mr. Seymour. 


THE F.arl of Carlifle attending, acquaints the committee, that the 
aft for raifing a publick revenue will expire in March next, and that the 
government will be left under very great neceflities, in cafe the king do 
not give Sir Henry Morgan leave to pals a temporary bill, until the full 
fettlement of affairs fha’l be agreed on, which is like to take’ up a confi- 
derable time; and therefore propofes, that the order in council, dated the 
14th of January laft (which is read) forbidding the governor to raiie mo¬ 
ney by any other aft or order whatfoever than by the bill tranfmicted by 
his majtlly, which the affembly will not be willing to pafs until the go¬ 
vernment be entirely fettled in fuch manner as may be more agreeable 
to them than the Irifh model, be fulpended, llis lordlhip proceeds to 
give an account of his tranfaftions with the affembly to perluade them to 
pafs the revenue bill, and reads the objeftions of ti e .'ffcmbjy, and his 
anfwer to them ; whereof, and of the council-books, his lordlhip is de¬ 
filed to give a tranfeript to the committee. 

'Lhere having been two laws read which were < me red therein, the one 
made by Colonel D’Gyky and tire council, for raifing impolts on li¬ 
quors, the other by Sir Charles Lyttelton and his council, being a fup. 
plcmental aft to the former: 

And his lordfhip acquainting the commiuee, rhnt, as for licences of 
taverns, he had fet them on foot before he parted any bill of revenue: 


It 
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BOOK It *- s thereupon thought fit, by i'ome of their lordibips, that rhe anem¬ 
ia . bly of Jamaica be induced to pal's a perpetual bill, by having leave to ap- 
«, - - - ■ pjopriate the revenue to the liipport of the government. 

And the committee is appointed to meet again on this bufinefs on 
Thurlday, at nine o’clock in the morning; when Colonel Long, and the 
other allembly men lately come over, are to attend. 


NUMBER XXXII. 

Jamaica. 

At rhe committee of trade and plantations, in the council- 
chamber at Whitehall, Thurlday the 14th of O&obw, 
1680, 

Present, 

Prince Rupert, Earl of Clarendon, Vifcount Fauconberg, 

Lord Prefident, Earl ofEfiex, Lord Chief Jultice North, 

Lord Privy-Seal, Earl of Halifax, Mr. Secretary Jenkins. 

Marquis of Worcefter, 

T HE Earl of Carlifie attends, and produces an entry in the council- 
book of Jamaica, of a law pa fled by Colonel D’Oyley and the council, 
for raifing a publick revenue, and of another paired by Sir Charles Lyt¬ 
telton and the council, being a fupplcrnental a< 5 t to the former, both 
which are indefinite, and not determined by the commiflions of Colonel 
D’Oyley or my Lord Windier, whofe deputy Sir Charles Lyttelton 
was. 

After which, Colonel Long and Mr. Alhurft are called in (the other 
gentlemen of Jamaica being in the country) and being afked, Why they 
were not willing that a perpetual bill of revenue fhould pais in Jamaica ? 
they made anfwer, that they have no other way to make their aggriev- 
ances known to the king, to have them redrefled, than by the dependance 
of the governor upon the aflVmbly, which is preferved by palling tem¬ 
porary bills of revenue; and that, a perpetual bill being palled, all the 
ends of government would be anfwercd, and there would be no further 
need of calling aflemblies. To which my J^ord of Carlifie replies, that, 

notwithftanding 
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notwithllanding any aft for railing an impoft on liquors fliould be palled a P P E N- 
in that manner, yet the neceilities and contingencies of the government D 1 Jf. 
are Inch as to require the frequent calling of afiemblics, for railing mo- L. * 

ney by other means, and doing publick works, the prefent revenue com¬ 
ing far Ihort of the expence of the government. 

Their lordfhips tell Colonel Long, that, in cafe they be willing and pais 
the aft of revenue indefinitely, the king may be induced to fettle other 
perpetual laws, which they fhall propofe as beneficial to them. 

The gentlemen of Jamaica being withdrawn, their lordfhips enter upon 
a debate concerning a continuance of the two laws made by Colonel 
D’Oyley and Sir Charles Lyttelton before mentioned, and how far the 
Englijh laws and methods of government ought to take place in Jamaica ; 
and it is there al/edged, “ that the la ws of England cannot be in force in ano - 
“ ther country, where the confutation of the place is different from that of 
“ England." 

Upon the whole matter, the committee defire my Lord Chief Juftice 
North to report his opinion in writing, on Monday next, upon the quel- 
tions following; viz. 

ill. Whether the king, by his proclamation pub'ifhed during my Lord 
Wmclfor’s government, his majejly s letter dated 15 th of January, 1*672-?, 
or any other aft, appearing by the laws of England or any laws of Ja¬ 
maica, or by his majefty’s commifi'ons or inftruftions to his governors, 
lias t five lied himfelf of the power he formerly had to alter the forms of go¬ 
vernment in Jamaica? 

2d. Whether any aft of the aficmbly of Jamaica, or any other aft of 
his majelly or his governors, have totally repealed the afts ma le by Co¬ 
lonel D’Ovley and Sir Charles Lyttelton for railing a publick revenue, or 
whether dicy are now in force ? 

Memorandum, Ilis majefty being prefent, my Lord Chief Juftice 
North was added to the committee. 

Memorandum, Colonel 1 .ong having mentioned feme tranfac- 
rions of my Lord Vaughan’s during his government, his lord- 
iliip is to be iinnmoncd (or the next meeting. 
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jj Jamaica. 

. At the committee of” trade and plantations, in the council- 

chamber at Whitehall, on Monday the 18th of Odober, 
1680, 

P lUS EM T, 

Lord Prefidenc, • Earl of Clarendon, Lord Chief Juflicc North, 

Lord Privy-Seal, Eari of Halifax, Mr. Secretary Jenkins, 

Lord Chamberlain, Lord Vifc. Fauconberg, Mr. Seymour. 

Earl of Eflex, 

MY Lord Chief Juflicc North having acquainted the committee, that 
he had confidered of the two queftions propofed by their lordfhips; and 
that, although fome further time would be requifite for him to give in 
his anfwer, yet, in refped of the hafte that was neceflary for fettling the 
revenue, his lordlhip undertakes to return his anfwer at the next meeting 
upon the iecond queftion; wherein his lord/hip is defired to take to his 
afliftance fome other of his majefty’s judges; viz. 

Whether any ad: of the aflembly of Jamaica, or any ad of his majefty 
or his governors, have totally repealed the ads made by Colonel D’Oylcy 
and Sir Charles Lyttelton, for raifing a publick revenue, or whether they 
are now in force ? 


NUMBER 
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Jamaica. 

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the iouncil- 
chamber at Whitehall, on Wednefday the 20ih of Octo¬ 
ber, 1680, 

Present, 

l.ord Prefulent, Earl of Eflex, Lord Bifhcp of London, 

Earl of Sunderland, Earl of Halifax Mr. Secretary Jenkln 0 , 

Earl of Bridgewater, Lord Chief Jufcice North, Mr. Seymour, 

MY Lord Chief Juftice North having delivered his opinion in writ¬ 
ing upon the queflion recommended to him at the laft meeting, Colonel 
Long, Mr. Beefton, Mr. Afhurit, and other planters and merchants of 
Jamaica, together with the Earl of Carlifle, are called in, and his lordibip’s 
opinion is read to them; whereby his lordibip concludes, that the ad of 
revenue made in 1663 by Sir Charles Lyttelton, is yet in force, as being 
not repealed by any fubfequent ads, which were limited to the term of 
two years by his majerty’s commands. But Colonel Long objects, that 
there was a law made by Sir Thomas Motlyford, which declares all laws 
palled at Sir Charles Lyttelton’s afiemblies void, for want of due form in 
the writs, and other particulars: whereupon they are bid to withdraw; 
and whereas my Lord Chief Juftice North was not prelent when this 
objedion was made, their lordlhips think fit that he be acquainted there¬ 
with, and defired to renew his opinion; and the gentlemen of Jamaica 
are alfo dc fired to be ready with the objections they have to make to his 
lordfbip’s report, at the next meeting, which is appointed for to-morrow 
at three in the afternoon. 
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At the committee of trade and plantations, in the council- 
chamber at Whitehall, Thuil'day 2lit of October, 
1 6 Bo, 

Present, 

Prince Rupert, Earl of Bridgewater, Mr. Hyde, 

Lord Prefident * Earl of Clarendon, Lord ChLf Juftice North, 
Marquis of Worcefter, Vile. Fauconberg, Mr. Secretary Jenkins. 

THE lords, being met to ccnfider the bufinefs of Jamaica, order the 
proclamation publiihed in my Lord WindlbiN time to be read: and 
thereupon their lordihips exprefs their opinion, that his majtfty did 
thereby afluie and fettle the* property of the inhabitants, but not tbe go¬ 
vernment and form: thence thele quelUons did arife ; viz. 

ift. Whether, upon the confideiation ot the commiflion and inflruc- 
tions to CoLnel D’Oyley, and Sir Charles Lyttelton, and the confutation 
of the ijland thereupon , the acts of council made by Colonel D’Oyicy and 
Sir Charles Lyttelton were perpetual laws, binding to the inhabitants of 
the ifland ? 

2d. Whether, fuppofing thofe laws good and perpetual, any of the fub- 
fequent laws, or the proclamation in my Lord Windfor’s time, have taken 
away the force of thefe laws ? 

And becaufe the gentlemen of Jamaica made divers objections againit 
the validity of thofe Lws, as being made by the governors and council 
without an aflembly, and againft the perpetuity of them, as being re¬ 
pealed by fubfequent laws ; their lorddiips cl > therefore think it moll 
conducing to his majefly’s fei vice, that Colonel Long, Major Beelton, 
and Mr. Afhurft, do attend my Lord Chie f Juftice North, in order to 
explain to his lordfhip what is chiefly expected by their, whereby they 
may be induced to fettle the revenue for the fupport of the government, 
to the end matters may be brought to an accommodation. 
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Jamaica. _ DIX. 

At the committee of trade and plantation?, in the council- 
chamber at Whitehall, Wednelday the 27th of October, 

16S0, 

Present, 

Lord Privy-Seal, Earl of Bath, Mr. Chancellor of the Ex- 

Earl of Bridgewater, Earl of Halifax, chequer. 

Lord Chamberlain, 

MY Lord Chief Juftice North reports, that he has been attended 
by the gentlemen of Jamaica, who have declared themfclves willing to 
grant the king a perpetual bill for the payment of the governors, and 
another bill for the payment of contingencies to continue for leven years, 
provided they may be rdlored to their ancient form of puffing laws, and 
may be allured of fuch of the laws of England as may concern their 
liberty and property. 

Their lordihips taking notice, that the revenue of Jamaica will expire 
in March next, diredt a letter to be prepared, for the approbation of the 
council, empowering Sir Henry Morgan to call an affiembly, and to en¬ 
deavour the palling a temporary bill, with their confent, lor the revenue; 
and, in cafe of their refufal, to raile the fame in fuch manner as hath been 
done by former governors, 

Jilonoranduin, At a council on the inftant, a draught 

of the aforementioned letter was read. 

And upon reading the petition of the planters, merchants and inhabi¬ 
tants of Jamaica, praying to be rdlored to their aiuteot mr;hod of mak¬ 
ing laws, the lords of the committee are ordered to. me; t d.e Jis in diem, 
until they Ihall have agreed on fuch a method lor the making of laws, and 
the fettle me nt of the government, as they Ihall find moil convenient foi 
his mnjeily’s krvice. 


■Sf 2 
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NUMBER XXXVII. 

Jamaica, 

At the committee of trade and plantations, in the council- 
chamber at Whitehall, on Thurfday the a 8th of Octo¬ 
ber, 1680, 

Present, 

Prince Rupert, , Earl of Clarendon, Bilhop of London, 

Lord Privy-Seal, EarlofEffex, Mr. Hyde, 

Lord Chamberlain, Earl of Halifax, Lord Chief Juftice North, 

Earl of Bridgewater, Vifcount Fauconbcrg, Mr. Secretary Jenkins. 
Earl of Sunderland, 

THEIR lordihips having confidered that part of the letter from the 
council of Jamaica, dated 20th May laft, that concerns the laws, and 
having read the petition of the merchants and planters of Jamaica, pre- 
fented in council on the as alfo a paper prepared by 

Mr. Blackwayt, concerning the manner of making laws in Jamaica, 
their lordfhips, upon full confederation and debate of what may beft con¬ 
duce to his majefly’s fervice, agree, that the prefent method of making laws■. 
in Barbadoes , as fettled by the commijfion of Sir Richard Dutton y be propofed 
unto his majejiy in council: and that powers be drawn up for the Earl of 
Carlifle, with inflrudtions fuitable to that feheme, and with refpe& to the 
prefent circumftances of Jamaica, and that the afietnbly may be the more 
eafily induced to grant a revenue for the fupport of the government, their 
lordihips are of opinion, that his majefly’s quit-rents, and the tax on 
the wine-licences, as well as all other levies which now are or fhall be 
made, be appropriated to the fupport of the government, and to no other 
ufe whatfoever. 


NUMB E R 
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NUMBER XXXVIII. 

Jamaica. 

At a committee of trade and plantations, in the council- 
chamber at Whitehall, on Saturday the 30th of O&ober, 
1680, 

Prisint, 

Prince Rupert, Earl of Sunderland, Vifcount Fauconberg, 

Duke of Albemarle, Elarl of Clarendon, Fail of Halifax, 

Lord Chamberlain, Earl of F.flex, Mr. Secretary Jenkins. 

Earl of Bridgewater, 


APPEN¬ 

DIX. 


COLONEL. Long and the other gentlemen of Jamaica attend, and 
are acquainted with tne refutations of the committee to report to his 
majefly, that they may enjoy the fame method Of making laws as is now 
appointed for Bai badoes ■, with which the gentlemen exprefs themkives 
very w ell fuddled. 


NUMBER XXXIX. 

Copy of powers to the Earl of Car life for making lams. 

Charles the Second, by the grace of God, king of England, 
Scotland, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, 
&c. 

To our right trufty and right well-beloved coufin Charles 
F.arl of Carlifle, our cupt;vn-g( ncr.d and governor in 
chief in and over our ifland d Jamaica, and other tire 
teriitories depending thereon ; and to our deputy-go¬ 
vernor and commander in chid of our laid illand; 
and, in cafe of their death or abfcnce, to our council 
of Jamaica. 

WHEREAS, by our royal commiflion bearing date the firft of 
March, in the thirtieth year of our reign, we having thought fit to confti- 
, tute, 
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jf vernor in chief in and over our ifiand of Jamaica, and tiie territories 

__ , depending thereon, thereby commanding and requiring yeti, or in your 

abience our deputy-governor, or our council, to do and execute all things 
belonging to the laid command, and. the trull repoled in you, according 
to the feveral powers or directions granted or appointed y hi by the faid, 
com million and the inftruClions therewith given you, or by lurcher powers 
and inftruftions to be granted or appointed you under our fignet and fign 
manual, as by our laid commifiion (reference being thereunto had) doth 
more at large appear: and whereas it is nccclTary that good and wholcfomc 
laws and ordinances be fettled and dlablilhed for the government and 
ivpport of our ifiand of Jamaica : we do hereby give and grant unto you 
full power and authoiiry, with the advice and conlent of the laid council, 
from time to time, as need fiiall require, to funmion or call general aflem- 
blies of the freeholders and planters within the faid ifiand, in manner 
and firm as is now prafttled in Jamaica. And our will and pleafure is, 
tli.it the perfons thereupon duly elected by the major part of the free¬ 
holders of the rel'peftive paiilbcs and place*-, and Jo returned (having, 
before their fitting, taken the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy, which 
you iliall comm intonate fit perfons, under the pubiick fcal of that ifiand, 
to adminifter, and without taking which none lliall be capable of fitting, 
though elected) lliall be called and held the general aflembly of our 
ifiand of Jamaica; and that they, or the major part of them, fiiall have 
full power and authority, with the advice and conlent of yourfelf and of 
the council, to make, confiitutc, and ordain laws, flat.ites, and ordi¬ 
nances, for the pubiick peace, welfare, and good government of the faid 
ifiand, and of the people and inhabitanco thereof, and l’ucli other as fiiall 
rel'ort thereto, and for the benefit of our heirs and fucccfibrs; which laid 
laws, ftatutes, and ordinances, are to be (as near as conveniently may be) 
agreeable to the laws and ftatutes of our kingdom of England: provided, 
that all fuch laws, ftatutes, and ordinances, of what nature or duration 
whatfoever, be, within three months, or by the firll conveyance after the 
making the lame, tranfinitred unto us under (he public It. leal, for our 
allowance and approbation of tiicm, as nllb duplicates thereof by the 
next conveyance : and in cafe all or any of them (being not before con¬ 
firmed by us) fiiall at any time be dilallowcd and not approved, and lb 
fign hied by us, our heirs or fucceftors, under our or their fign manual 
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or fignet, or by order of cur or their privy-council, unto you, the laid APPEN'- 
Earl of Carlifie, or to the commander in chief of our faid ifland for the 
time b; ing, then fuch or fo many of diem as ill all be fo difallowed and ' ' 

not approved lhall from thencefonh ceale, determine, and be utterly 
void and > f none efivf!, any thiog to the contrary thereof notwithftand- 
ing And, to the end nothing n.ay be pa fled or done in our faid ifland 
by the faid cou cil < r afiem; ly to the prejudice of us, our heirs or fuc- 
ceiibts, we wi, 1 and ordain rh t you, the laid Charles Earl of Carlifle, 

Aral] have and enjoy a negative voice in the making or pa fling of all 
laws, ftatutes and ordinances, as afordaid} and that you lhall and may 
like wile, fiom time to tinu, :n you lliall judge it nccefliuy, difiolv c all 
g neral aflemblies, as afoicf.id j anything in our commifl'on bearing 
date as sforefaid to the contrary hereof nonvithflanding. And our will 
and pleafure i-, that, in cafe of your death or ablhnce from ouriaid ifland, 
our deputy-governor fin the time being cxcrciie and enjoy all and Angular 
the powers and autlvri:;es hereby granted unto you, or intended to be 
granted you, the laid Charles Earl of Cardie; and in cale he hkew ie 
happen to die, or be abfent from our laid ifland, we do licit by authorize 
and empower our council of Jamaica to execute the powers hereby given 
you, until we lhall declare our further pkaiure thtrein. 

Given at cur court at U'l'ichnU, this Dry of November, in. 

the thirty Jeca.J year cf cur reign. 
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BOOK III. 

ENGLISH CHARAIBEAN ISLANDS, 


C H A P. I. 

BARBADOES. 


Firji Arrival of the Englijh at this Ijland. — Origin, progrefs, and 
termination of the Proprietary Government.—Revenue granted 
to the Crown of 4 -*■ per centum on all Produce exported—how 
obtained.—Origin of the Adi of Navigation.—Situation and 
Extent of the Ijland.—Soil and P; iduce. — Population. — De¬ 
cline, and Catifes thereof.—Exports and Imports. 


T HE Ifland of Barbadoes, of which I now pro pole to 
treat, was probably fid difeovered by the Pcrtugucle in 
their voyages from Bralil; and from them it received the name 
which it dill retains (a). It was found without occupants or 


C U A V. 

I. 


v. 


v* 


J 


(a) It isfaid not to have been noticed in any fca-chart be fore the year 100 a. 

Vol. I. T t claimants. 
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claimants. The Charaibes, for reafons altogether unknown to 
us, had deferted it, and the Portuguefe, fatisfied with the 
fplcndid regions they had acquired on the Continent, feem to 
have conlidercd it as of little value. Having furniflied it with 
a breed of twine for the benefit of luch of their countrymen as 
might navigate the fame traft, they left the iiland in all other 
lclpeifts as they found it. 


Of the Englifii, the fil'd who are known to have landed irt 
tins ifland, were the crew of a ihip called the Olive BloJJ'om , 
bound from London to Surinam, in 1605, and fitted out at the 
expence of Sir Olive Leigh, whom Purchas tliles * a worfliip- 
‘ ful knight of Kent.’ Finding it without inhabitants, they 
took poflelllon of the country, by fixing up a crofs on the lpot 
where c Jamcs- c town was afterwards built, with this infeription, 
“ James King of England and this ifland ■” but they began 
no fettlement, nor made any confiderable day in a country 
entirely uninhabited and overgrown with woods ; yet it fur¬ 
niflied them with frefli provifions. They found pigs, pigeons, 
and parrots, and the fea abounded with fifli. 

Some years after this, a fliip of Sir William Courteen’s, 
a merchant of London, returning from Brafil, was driven by 
drefs of weather into this ifland, and finding refrclhments on 
it, the mafter and feamen, on their arrival in England, made lb 
favourable a report of the beauty and fertility of the country, 
that Lord Ley (afterwards Earl of Marlborough, and Lord 
High Treafurer) immediately obtained from King James the 
Fird a grant of the ifland to himfelf and his heirs in perpe¬ 
tuity. 


CoURTEEN 
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Courteen himfelf was a man of extenfive views and mag- CHAP, 
nificent projects. He immediately began (probably under the h 
patronage of Marlborough) to form ideas of eftabliihing a co¬ 
lony in the diftant but promifing territory. Having engaged 
about thirty pcrfons, who undertook to fettle in the ifland, and 
furniflied them with tools, proviflons, and necefiaries of all 
kinds for planting and fortifying the ifland, he appointed 
William Deane their governor, and fent them away in a (liip 
called the William and John, commanded by John Powell. 

They arrived lafe in the latter end of the year 1624, and laid 
the foundations of a town, which, in honour of the l'ovcreign, 
they denominated James-Townj and thus began the hr ft 
Englifh fettlement in the Ifland of Barbadoes. 

For fome time previous to this, it had become fafhionable 
for men of high rank and diftindfion to engage in fca ad¬ 
ventures, proclaiming themfelvcs the patrons of colonization 
and foreign commerce. In the lifts of thofe who contributed 
to the Britifh fettlcments in Virginia, New England, the Ber¬ 
muda Iflands, and other places in the New World, may be 
found the names of many of the fn ft nobility and gentry, of the 
kingdom. Among others who diftinguifhed themfelvcs in fuch 
purfuits, at the time that Barbadoes was thus planted by a pri¬ 
vate merchant, was James Hay, Earl of Cariille. This noble¬ 
man was at that jun&ure engaged in the elhibliihmcnt cf a 
colony in the ifland of St. Chriftopher (as we fliall hereafter 
have occaflon more particularly to relate) and, cither not 
knowing of the Earl of Marlborough’s patent, or conceiving 

T t 2 that 
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I) O O K it interfered with his own pretenfions (b), lie applied for 

and obtained, in the firft year of Charles I. a warrant for a 

y - _ 1 J 

grant, by letters patent under the great feal of England, of all 
the C.'haraibean Elands, including alfo Barbadoesj but when 
the grant came to be actually palled, the Earl of Marlborough 
applied it, on the ground of priority of right. The difpute 
between tliefe noble lords continued for a conliderablc time ; 
at length the contending parlies thought it prudent to coin- 
promile the matter, and, on the Earl of Carlitle’s undertaking 
to pay the annual thin of £. 3oo to the Karl of Marlborough 
and his heirs for ever, Marlborough waved his patent, and, in 
confequence of this arrangement, on the 2d of June 1627, the 
Earl of Carliile’s patent palled the great feal, who thereupon 
became lole proprietor (cj. 

During 

(l) It is find that hehaJ obtained fiom James I. a grant, or warrant fora grant, 
under the great feal, of all the Charaibcan Elands, which the king credited into a 
province by the name of Catliola , on the model of the palatinate of Durham. 

(c) Among other cluufcs in this grant arc the following. lt Further know ye, 
that we, for us cur heirs and fuccefi'ors, have authorized and appointed the laid 
’/aims Earl of Carlijk , and his heirs (of whofc fidelity, prudence, jultice, and 
wifdom, we have great confidence) for the good and happy government of the 
faid province, whether for the publick fecurity of the faid province or the private 
utility of every man, to make, eredt, and fet forth, and under his or their fignet to 
publifh, fuel) laws as he the faid Earl of Cm lift or his heirs, with the confcnt , 
tijjent , ar.d approbation of the free inhabitants of the faid province , or the greater 
/ art of them, thereunto to be called and in fuch form as he or they in his or their 
diferetion (hail think fit and beft. And thefe Jaws mull all men for the time b£- 
ing, that do live within the limits of the faid province, obferve; whether they 
be board to fea, or from thence returning to England, or any other our domi¬ 
nions, 01 any other place appointed, upon fuch impofitions, penalties, imprifon- 

ment. 



WEST INDIES. 

During this conteft about the difpofal of countries, moft 
of which were at that time in the hands of their proper own¬ 
ers, the Charaibes; the man, who alone had the merit of an- 


ment, or reftraint that it bchoveth, and the quality of the offence requireth, either 
upon tile body, or death itfelf, to be executed by the faid J<.irn-s Karl of Car,ijlj y 
and by his heirs, or by his or their deputy, judges, jufticcs, magiftrates, officers, 
and minifters, according to the tenor and true meaning of thefe prefents, in what 
caufc foever, and with Inch power as to him the faid James Karl of Carl.fle , or his 
heir, (hall feem heft ; and to Jifpole of offences or riots whatfoever, cither bv f. a 
or lend, whether before judgment received, or after remitted, freed, pardoned, or 
forgiven; and to do and to perform all ami every thing and things, which to the 
fulfilling of juftice, courts or manner of proceeding in their tribunal, mayor doth 
belong or appertain, although exprefs mention of them in thefe prefents be not 
made, yet we have granted full power by virtue of thefe prefents therein to be 
made ; whic h laws fo absolutely proclaim,.d, and by ftrength of right fupported as 
they arc granted, we will, enjoin, charge, and command all and every fuhjccf 
and liege people of us, cur heirs and fuccvflbrs, fo far ns them they do concern, 
inviolably to keep and obferve, under the pains therein expreffed; (b as notwith- 
ilanding the aforefuid laws be agreeable and not repugnant unto reafon, nor 
againft it; but as convenient and agreeable as may be to the bus, ftatutes, cuf- 
toms, and rights of our kingdom of England — 11 We will a!f >, of our princely 
grace, for u c , our heirs and fucedfors, ffraightly charge, make, and ordain, that 
tne faid province be of our allegiance, and that ali and eu'tv/uljecl and liege 
pc, pie of us, our heirs and fuccdlors, brought or u. be hi ought, .aid thcii chil¬ 
dren, whether there born or afterwards to be bout, bc.<? ne nutwes and fubjech. 
cf us, our heirs and fucceiTors, and be as free a>- t’ iv thui were born in England-, 
and fo their inheritance within our kingdom of J:n ■ ’,*>/, n> or tier out dominions, 
t.i feck, receive, take, hold, buy, and pofiefs, and ub ..nd enjoy them as hboun, 
and to give, fell, alter, and bequeath them at then pbalhie; and alio freely, 
quietly, and peaceably to have and pofllfs all the liberties, fnmehifes, and privi¬ 
leges of this kingdom, and them to ufe and enjoy as liege people or England, 
whether born, or to be born, without impediment, moleftation, v exation, injury 
or trouble of us our heirs and fucceiTors, any ftalute, ae% ordinance, or provilo, 
to the contrary notwithllanding.” 


3 ? 5 

CHAP. 

I. 

w~-, 


iiexing 



HISTORY OF THE 


BOOK nexing the plantation of Barbadoes to the crown of England 
HI- teems to have been fliamefully neglected. The Earl of Marl- 
~ borough, having fecured to himfelf and his poflerity, the grati¬ 
fication I have mentioned, deferted him j and the Lord Car- 
liile, having done him premeditated injury, became his irrecon- 
cileable enemy. Courtecn, however, found a friend in Wil¬ 
liam Earl of Pembroke, who reprefented his cafe in fuch a 
light to the "King, as to obtain a revocation of Carlifle's patent, 
and a grant to hinifelf in trull for Courteen. 

But the hopes of this worthy citizen were of fliort conti¬ 
nuance. The Earl of Carlifle was, at that juncture, a blent 
from the kingdom, a circumftancc which gave fome colour to 
his charge of injuflice and precipitancy in the proceeding. 
On his return to England, he complained that he had been 
condemned and deprived of his property unheard; and the 
monarch on the throne, who l'cems, through the whole of his 
unfortunate reign, rather to have wanted refolution to purfup 
the right path, than fagacity to dilcern it, trod back his ground 
a fecond time j for, unable to refill the clamorous importunity 
of a worthlefs favourite, he actually annulled the grant to the 
Earl of Pembroke, and, by fecond letters patent to the Earl of 
Carlifle, again reflored to him the privileges of which he had 
himfelf, a fliort time before, deprived him. 

Thus by an a£t of power, which its repugnancy and absur¬ 
dity alone, rendered illegal, the Earl of Carlifle again found 
himfelf lord paramount of Barbadoes; and in order completely 
to ruin all the intcrefls in the colony of his competitor, he pro- 
9 cceded 
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ceeded to diftribute the lands to fuch perfons as chofo to re¬ 
ceive grants at his hands on the terms propofed to them. A 
fociety of London merchants (d). accepted ten thoufand acres, 
on conditions which promiled great advantage to the proprie¬ 
tor } but they were allowed the liberty of fending out a perfon 
to prefide over their concerns in the colony, and they made 
choice for this purpofe of Charles Woolferftone, who repaired 
to the ifland, accompanied with fixty-four perfons, each of 
whom was authorized to take up 100 acres of land. 

These people landed on the 5th of July, 1628, at which 
time Courteen’s fettlement was in a very promiftng condition; 
but Woolferftone declared it an incroachmcnt and ufurpation, 
and, being fupported by the arrival of Sir William Tufton, who 
was fent out as chief governor by Lord Carlille, in 1629, with 
a force fufficient for the maintenance of his pretenfions, he 
compelled the friends of Courteen to fubmit; and the interefts 
of the latter were thenceforth lwallowed up and forgotten/' e ). 

The fa<fts which I have thus recited have been related fo 
often by others, that an apology might be necellary for their 
infertion in this work, were it not, that by comparing one ac¬ 
count with another, I have been enabled to corrctft fome im- 


(d) The names of thofe merchants were Marmaduke Brandon, William Per¬ 
kin, Alexander Baniftcr, Robert Wheatley, Edmond Forfter, Robert Swinner* 
ton, Henry Wheatly, John Charles, and John Farringdon. 

(e) In this year. Sir William Tufton gave 140 grants of land, comprizing in 
the whole 15,872 acres, and on the 23d of February, 1630, he parted divers laws, 
and among others, one for dividing the ifland into fix parilhes, 

portant 
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III. having originally introduced and ellablifhed the very heavy in- 
“ v '~ * tcrnal impolition on their grofs produce, to which the planters 
of this, and fome of the neighbouring jflands, are to this day 
liable; I have thought it neceflary to he particular and minute, 
in tracing the claim itlelf from the beginning. In what man ¬ 
ner it produced the burthen in queftion, and how Barbadoes 
reverted from a proprietary to a royal government, I lhall now 
proceed to relate. 

The adminillration of Sir William Tufton, the fir ft governor 
appointed by Lord Carlifle, proving diiagreeabie to his lord- 
(hip. Captain Henry Hawley was lent over in 163 t to fuper- 
fede him. Tufton relenting this menfure, procured the ligna- 
tures of iome of the planters to a petition complaining of Haw¬ 
ley’s condudh Ilawley conftrucd this petition into an adt of 
mutiny 011 the part of Tufton, for which he had him tried and 
condemned by a court-martial, and with very little ceremony 
can fed him to he Ihot to death ; a proceeding univerfdly ex¬ 
claimed again'.! as a mol! horrid and atrocious murder. Haw¬ 
ley, however, though recalled on this account, not only efcaped 
punifhment through the interel! of his noble patron, hut was 
loon afterwards lent back again as chief governor j in which 
capacity lie remained till 16 3S, when he was driven from 
the countiy by the united voice of all the inhabitants; who 
however permitted his brother, William Hawley, to a£! as 
commander in chief until a governor fhould be nominated at 
I onic. He was fuececdtd hv Major ITunckes, who, leaving 
the bland in 1641, appointed Philip Bed, Efquire, his deputy, 

. and 
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and Bell, in 1645, was appointed chief governor (jj. But the 
conduit of Hawley, thus violent and bloody, and the lupport 
which he received from the proprietor, had alienated the minds 
of the new fettlers from power thus delegated and abided; and 
tlie proprietor’s authority loft ground every day. In the mean 
time, the civil war in England can fed many people, of peaceable 
tempers and difpofitions, to take refuge in this illand; and the 

(f) During the adminiflration of Litis gentleman, puny (hlutarv Lives were 
palled ; among others the following : 

lit. ct Jn Jet for the continuance and obturation of all ads and ftatutes nor 
repealedwhich Act recites that there were divers and fundrv good and 
wholefome laws, llatutcs, and ordinances provided, enacted, and made, alligned, 
and agreed upon, by and with the aflent, content, and approbation of the gover¬ 
nor, council, and freeholders out of every parilh of the island, intituled, ,/GVe. 
Jjfembly for that purpo/l- e/ei/ed, w ade, and chop;/. And it is therein' enacted, 
that none of thole laws Hull he altered, or any thing added to them, without the 
confent of a like Genera! JffemJdy. And that every parilh ihotild have two re- 
prefentatives at lcaft, to be elected by the freeholders. 

2 d. “ An addition to an Aft intituled, “ An Act for fettling the eftates and 
titles of the inhabitants of this illand to their po lie lib ms in their fcveral plantations 
within the fame it is therein recited, that in a cbmi'e in the Ill'll: act it is or- 
d..ined, that all the inhabitants ot this illand, that '• •.; in ipret pollefiion of 
;;:vv binds or tenements by virtue of any warrant hem anv former gov ernor, or 
hv conveyance or other aft in law, fiom them who had the fyn; warm if, Ihould 
have, hoi.1, and enjoy the fame, as their free ,s I “me kvtiples had 

fmcc arifen, whether an eltate for life or inherit, nee u ,, ee continu'd from 
tire fame, for want ot the words their heirs', to rim cm ;h (amo ni ght be 
111010 fully explained, and all uifputcs of that kind h r t'- h. t. ah ibiied, it is 
enaetc d, tlvat by the words as their free e/iate-, was meant, t ■ .; vr-.v ejat - 
inheritance of the refpeftive plantations within this i'bmd, 10 that hv ha !t pcfiefiion 
in manner as by the (aid aft is exprefied, the laid inhabitants are thereby adjudged 
and declared to have and to held their lands of right to them, to wfpole ot or 
alienate, or othenvile to defeend, or be confirmed to their licits tor ever.” 

Vo l. I. I" u roniequent 
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BOOK confequent ruin of the King’s affairs induced a (till greater 
III. number, many of whom liad been officers of rank in his fer- 
v 1 vice, to follow their example. The emigration from the mo¬ 
ther-country to this ifiand was indeed Xo great during the com¬ 
motions in England, that in 1650 it was computed there were 
20,000 white men in Barbadoes, half of them able to bear 
arms, and- furnifhing even a regiment of horfe to the number 
of one thoufand. 

"** These adventurers,” fays Lord Clarendon, u planted 
without any body’s leave, and without being oppofed or con¬ 
tradicted by any body.” The cafe feems to have been, that 
the governor for the time being granted lands to all who ap¬ 
plied, on receiving a gratuity for himfelf; and the claim of 
the proprietor, whether difputed in the ifiand, or difregarded 
amidft the confufions at home, was at length tacitly and filently 
relinquifhed (g). 

The colony, left to its own efforts, and enjoying an unli* 
mited freedom of trade, flourifhed beyond example. In the 
year 1646, however, the then Earl of Carlifle, who was fon 
and heir of the patentee, ftimulated by the renown of its 
wealth and profperity, began to revive his claims as hereditary 
proprietor; and, entering into a treaty with Lord Willoughby 
of Parham, conveyed to that nobleman all his rights by leafe 
for twenty-one years, on condition of receiving one half the 

ig) Lord Carlifle had originally ftipulated for an annual tribute of forty pounds 
•f cotton wool from each perfon who held land* under his grant. 

'•$ profits 



WEST INDIE S. 


profits in the meantime ; but juftly apprehending that the CHAP, 
resident planters might difputc his prctcnHons, he very readily I. 
concurred with Lord Willoughby in folicitiug a commilTion for V 1 

the latter, as chief governor, under the liindion of regal au¬ 
thority (h ). 

Tins, though an abfolute derelidion of the proprietaryfliip, 
was afleed and obtained ; and the Lord Willoughby, thus com- 
mifiioned, embarked tor his government; and, in confideration 
of the royal appointment, was received by the inhabitants, who 
were warmly attached to the King’s intereft, with refped and 
obedience. It feems probable, that, at his firft coming, he faid 
nothing of his leafe from Carlifle; trufting rather to future 
management for the re-eftablifhment of that lord’s pretentions, 
than to an open avowal of them on his arrival. We are told, 
however, by Clarendon, that he obtained from the planters a 
promife of a contribution to the proprietor; but before it was 
carried into eflfedl, the regal authority was abolifhed in Eng¬ 
land, and Barbadoes reduced to the obedience of the new re- 
publick, by whom another governor was appointed. 

On the reftoration of Charles II. and the re-eftablifliment 
of the royal authority over all the British dominions (i). Lord 

Willoughby, 

(h) When this application was made, the King.was in the hands of the par¬ 
liament} the commiffion therefore, with his Majefty’s privity and approbation, 
was figned by the Prince of Wales, at that time in Holland. 

(i) On the 18th of February, 1661, his Majefty honoured thirteen gentlemen 
©f Barbadoes with the dignity of baronetage, in confideration of their loyalty and 
fufferings during the civil war; They were, Sir John Colleton, Sir James Modt- 

U U 2 ford, 
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Willoughby, who had eight or nine years of his leafe une.v- 
pi red, applied to the King for leave to return to his govern¬ 
ment of Barbadoes. To this application no objection would 
have been made by the inhabitants, if his lordfhip had con fi¬ 
de red himfelf merely as representative of the crown ; but his 
connection and contract with the Earl of Carlille, were by this 
time diffidently underdood by the planters, who faw with ado- 
nilhment that they were regarded by thofe great lords as mere 
tenants at will of their po/TeiTicns. They folicited therefore the 
King’s fupport and protection. “ They pleaded,” lays Cla¬ 
rendon, “ that they were the King’s fubjeCts ; that they had 
repaired to Barbadoes as to a defolate place, and had by their 
indudry obtained a livelihood there, when they could not with a 
good confcicnce flay in England; that if they fliould now be 
left to thofe lords to ranfom themlelves and compound for their 
edates, they mud leave the country, and the plantation be de- 
droyed, which yielded his Majcdy fo great a revenue.” Re- 
fpeCting the charter granted to the Earl of Carlille, they inlid- 
ed politively that it was void in law ; and they made two hum¬ 
ble proportions to the King, either that his Majedy would 
give them leave to inllitute in his name, but at their own cod, 
a procefs in the Exchequer for trying the validity of the earl’s 
patent ; or that he would leave thofe who claimed under it (tor 
the fecond Earl of Carlille dying in the interim, had be¬ 
queathed his rights in the Wed Indies to the Earl of Kinnoul) 
to their legal remedy, abiblutely denying that either the late or 

ford, Sir James Drax, Sir Robert Davers, Sir Robert Hacket, Sir John Yearnans. 
Sir I imothy T hornhill, Sir John Withain, Sir Robert Legard, Sir John Wor- 
fum. Sir John Rawdor, Sir Euwyn Stede, Sir Willoughby Chambcrlaync. 

i former 
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former Lord Carlifle had fuflained the fmallefl expence in fet¬ 
tling the colony. 


Instead of confenting to either of thole mod: reafonable 
propolitions, the King ordered enquiry to be made into tlie fe- 
veral allegations and claims of the parties concerned, by a com¬ 
mittee of the privy-council; before whom lome of the planters 
being heard, one of them, in order more readily to induce the 
King to take the fovereignty of the ifland into his own hands, 
offered, in the name of the inhabitants, to content, in that 
cafe, to lay an impofition of, fo much in the hundred on the 
produce of their eflates, out of which his Majeity’s governor 
might he honourably fupported, and the King diipol'e of the 
overplus as he Ihould think fit. To a monarch of Charles’s 
difpofition, this was too tempting a proportion to be relifted. 
We are informed that his Majefly received the offer very gra- 
cioijly; " and the next care of the committee,” adds the noble 
hiltorian, who was himlelf of that body, “ was to make fome 
computation, that might be depended upon, as to the yearly re¬ 
venue, that would a rife upon the impoiitmn within the illand.” 
But the planters, when called up the next day to give l'atisfac- 
tion in this pauicular, infilled that Mr. Kendall, the perfon who 


had made the offer, had no authority to Undertake for them, 
or the inhabitants within the illand; and the utmol! they 
could be bmught to prom ill* for themfelvc- was, that they 
would ufe their endeavours with their friends m the illand, to 
fettle fuch a revenue on the crown as the circumilances of the 


colony would admit of, which they laid the atlembly alone was 
competent to determine. 


T HE 
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The profpeft of a revenue, though diftant and uncertain,, 
brought forward the creditors of the Earl of Carliile, the pa¬ 
tentee, who was indebted, it feems, at his death, in the fum of 
jf. 80,000, and they had no hopes of being paid but from the 
profits of his Weft Indian po/Teffions. The heirs of the Earl 
of Marlborough likewife put in their claim for the arrearage of 
the annuity of £. 300, granted under the original comproinife 
which I have before mentioned j and the Lord Willoughby 
infilled at the fame time on receiving a moiety of whatever 
profits might arile during the remainder of the term yet unex¬ 
pired in his leafe. The other moi«ty, during that time, and the 
whole in reverfion, was claimed by the Earl of KinnouL 


To fatisfy thefe feveral claimants, and lecurc a perpetual 
revenue to the crown, was a work of difficulty, and its accom¬ 
plishment feems to have been the foie aim of the King’s mini- 
jfters ■, by whom, after a tedious but partial invefligation (con- 
fidering the colony as wholly at the King's mercy) it was 
finally ordered, that the Lord Willoughby Ihould immediately 
repair to his government, and infill on the grant and eftablilh- 
ment by the aflembly of a permanent and irrevocable revenue 
of four and a half per cent, to be paid in fpecie, on all dead 
commodities, the growth of the ifland, Ihipped to any port of 
the world ; the money arifing therefrom to be applied as fol¬ 
lows: 


First, towards an honourable and immediate provifion for 
the Earl of Kinnoul, who, it was alledged, had facrificed his 
fortune in the King’s fervice, ai^l who covenanted, on fuch 

provifioa 
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provilion being fecured to him, to furrender the Carlille patent C H A P, 
to the crown. b 

Secondly, towards fatf faction and full difchargc of the 
Earl of Marlborough’s annuity. 

Thirdly, it was ftipulated that the furplus ihould be di¬ 
vided equally between the creditors of the Earl of Carlifle and 
.the Lord Willoughby, during the term yet unexpired of his 
lordlhip’s kale. On the expiration thereof, the remainder,, 
after providing £.1,200 per annum for the King’s governor, 
for the time being, was ordered to be paid among the faid ere-. 
ditors till their demands were fully latisficd and discharged. 

Four thly, on the extinction of thofe Several incumbrances, 
it was llipulated that the whole revenue, fubjetff to the charge 
of £. 1,200 per annum to the governor, Ihould be 'at the dif- 
pofal of the crown. 

On thefe terms it was underftood that the proprietary go¬ 
vernment was to be diflolved, and that the planters were to 
confider themfelves as legally confirmed in poflellion of their 
eftates; and to carry into eifeCt the important point, on which 
the whole ■arraijgement.depended (the grant of a perpetual re¬ 
venue by the affembly) the Lord Willoughby returned to his 
government in 1663. 

It is not wonderful that the planters, on his lordfliip’s arri¬ 
val, though devoted to the interefts of the. crown, ,Iliould have 

loudly 
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BOOK loudly murmured at the conduct and determination of the Bri- 
BI. tifh government in the progrcTs and conclulion of the whole 
bufniefs. Clarendon himl'elf confcfles, that the grant to Car- 
lifle was voidable by law. The King therefore laid them under 
no great obligation in obtaining a furrendcr of it. Many of 
the planters had been obliged to quit their native country in 
confcquencQ of the exertions in lupport of the royal caufe 
during the civil war : by the late fettlement they perceived a 
regard exprdfed towards every intere(l concerned but their 
own; and the return which thev met with, both for their for¬ 
mer fervices, and alfo for augmenting the trade, revenue, and 
dominion of the parent date by their recent labours, was 
a demand of a contribution, which they dated would 
amount to ten per cent, on the clear profits of their cflates 
for ever. 

But their complaints, though well founded, were unavail¬ 
ing. The king and his governor were too deeply intereded 
to recede. The adembly was called upon to forge chains for 
themfelvcs and their children; and, if perfuafion fhould fail, 
force was not only at hand, but was actually employed to com¬ 
pel them to fubmidion. Colonel Farmer, who led the party 
in oppofition, was arreded and fent prifoner to England, on a 
charge of mutiny and treafon, nor was he relcafed till after a 
tedious and fevere confinement. Awed by this example, and 
l'cnfible that no fupport could be expected from the people at 
home, whofe privileges lay prodratc at the feet of the redored 
monarch, the adembly palled an act for the purpofes required 

of 
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of them j and their poflerity Hill bear, and it is appfehcnded 
will long continue to bear, the burthen of it (k) J 

The 

(h) I have thought it may be fatisfa&ory to the reader to have an opportunity 
of perufing the A£t at large, which I therefore fubjoin, prcrnifing, that the claufe 
which exempts the lands called the io,ooo acres, and alfo that which ftipulatcs 
for the building a feffions-houfe, and a prifon, and providing for all other publick 
charges incumbent on the government, out of the monies to be raifed by the A£t, 
have been equally difregarded by the crown. The feflion-houfe and prifon were 
not finifhed until the year 1730, and the expence (upwards of £. 5,000) was then 
defrayed by a fpecial tax on the inhabitants; and there was raifed by other taxes 
no lefs a fum than £. 19,440. is. 4 d. in three years (viz. from 1745 to 1748) for 
the repair of the fortifications. 

An A CT for fettling the Impojl on the Commodities of the Growth of 
this If and ; pafled the 12 th of September, 1663.—N° 36. 

WHEREAS our late Sovereign Lord Charles the Firft, of blefled memory, 
•did, by his letters patent under the great feal of England, grant and convey unto 
James Earl of Carlifle and his heirs for ever, the propriety of this ifland of Bar- 
badoes : And his facred Majefty that now is having by purchafe invefted himfelf 
in all the rights of the faid Earl of Carlifle, and in all other rights which any other 
perfon may claim from that patent, or any other \ and thereby, more immediately 
and particularly, hath taken this ifland into his royal protciSlion. And his moft 
excellent Majefty having, by letters patent under the great feal of England, bear¬ 
ing date the twelfth of June, in the fifteenth year of his reign, appointed his Ex¬ 
cellency Francis Lord Willoughby of Parham, captain-general and chief gover¬ 
nor of Barbadoes, and all the Caribbce Iflands, with full power and authority to 
grant, confirm, and aflure to the inhabitants of the fame, and their heirs, for ever, 
all lands, tenements, and hereditaments under his Majcfty’s great feal appointed 
for Barbadoes and the reft of the Caribbce Iflands, as, relation being thereunto 
Iiad, may and doth more at large appear. And whereas, by virtue of the faid Earl 
of Carlifle’s patent, divers governors and agents have been fent over hither, with 
authority to lay out, fet, grant, or convey in parcels the lands within this ifland, 

V0T..I, Xx 
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HI. fair, who indeed appears to have been the perfon chiefly corv- 

fultcd 


to fuch pcrfons as they fhoutd think fit: which was by them, in their rcfpe&ivc 
times, as much as in them lay, accordingly performed. And whereas many have 
not their grants, warrants, and other evidences for their faid lands, and others, by 
reafon of the ignorances of thofe, want fufiicient and legal words to create inhe¬ 
ritances in them and their heirs, and others that never recarded their grants, or 
warrants, and others that can make no proof of any grants or warrants they ever 
had for their lands; and yet have been long and quiet pofleflbrs of the fame, and 
beftowed great charges thereon. And whereas the acknowledgment of forty 
pounds of cotton per head, and other taxes and compofitions formerly railed to the 
Earl of Cariifle, was held very heavy: For a full remedy thereof for all the defers 
afore-related, and quieting the pofleffions and fettling the tenures of the inhabitants 
of this ifiand; Be it ena&cd by his Excellency Francis Lord Willoughby of Par¬ 
ham,. &c. his council,, and gentlemen of the aflembiy, and by the authority of the 
lime, that, notwithftanding the defc&s afore-related, all the now rightful polfelTors. 
of lands, tenements, and hereditaments within this ifiand’, according to the laws 
and cuftoms thereof, may at all times repair unto his Excellency for the full con*, 
firmation of their eftates and tenures, and then and there lhall and may receive fuch 
full confirmation and affurance,. under, his Majefty’s great feal for this ifland, as 
they can reafonably advife or defire,, according to the true intent and meaning of 
this A£t. And be it further ena&cd by the authority aforefaid, that all and every 
the payments of forty pounds of cotton per head, and all other duties, rents, and 
arrears of rent which have or might have been levied, be from henceforth abfo- 
lutcly and fully releafedand made void}, and that the inhabitants of this ifland hare 
and hold their feveral plantations to them and their heirs for ever, in free and 
common fbccage, yielding and paying therefore, at the feaft of St. Michael every 
year„if the fame be lawfully demanded, one car of Indian corn to his Majefty, his 
heirs and fucceflors, for ever, in full and free difeharge of all rents and .Cervices for 
the future whatfbevcr,.in confederation of the rcleafe of the faid forty pounds, and 
in confederation of the confirmation of all eftates in this ifiand as aforefaid, and in 
acknowledgment of hisMajefty’s grace and favour in fending to and appointing over 
us his kid Exccllency,.of whofe prudence and moderate government we have here* 

tofore 
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fulted in it, was afterwards thought fo juftly reprehenfible, as C H A P. 
to give occalion to the eighth article of his impeachment by I* 

the '---- 


tcJocc had large experience, and do reft moft allured thereof for the future. And, 
forafmuch as nothing conduceth more to the peace and profperity of any place, and 
the protc&ion of every fmglc per foil therein, than that the publick revenue thereof 
may be in fomc meafure proportioned to the publick charges and cxpences •, and alfo 
well weighing the great charges that there mull be of neccflity in maintaining the 
honour and dignity of his Majefty’s authority here ; the publick meeting of the 
feflions, the often attendance of the council, the reparation of the forts, the build¬ 
ing a fejjions-houfe and a prijbn^ and all other publick charges incumbent on the go¬ 
vernment } do, in confederation thereof, give and grant unto his Majefty, his 
heirs and fucceflors for ever, and do moft humbly defire your Excellency to ac¬ 
cept thefc our grants ; and we humbly pray your Excellency that it may be en¬ 
abled, and be it ena&ed by his Excellency Francis Lord Willoughby of Parham, 
captain-general and chief governor of this ifland of Barbadocs, and all other the 
Caribbec Iflands, and by and with the confent of the council and the gentlemen 
of the aflembly, representatives of this iilaud, and by authority of the fame. 
That an impoft or cuftom he, from and after publication hereof, railed upon 
the native commodities of this ifland, after the proportions, and in manner and 
form as is hereafter fet down and appointed; that is to fay, upon all dead com¬ 
modities of the growtli or produce of this ifland, that fhall be Ihipped off the fame, 
fhall be paid to our Sovereign Lord the King, his heirs and fucccffors for ever, 
four and a half in fpecic for every five fcore. 

And be it further ena&ed and declared by the authority aforefaid, That if any 
goods before-mentioned, on which the faid cuftom is impofed, and due, by this 
ail, fhall at any time hereafter be Ihipped or put into any boat or other veilel, to 
the intent to be carried into any parts beyond the feus, the fuid impofition due for 
the fume not paid, compounded for, or lawfully tendered to. the collectors or their 
deputies, or not having agreed with the commiffioners for that purpofe to be ap¬ 
pointed, or their deputies for the fame, according to the true intent and meaning 
of the fain adt, that then, and from thenceforth, fhall the faid goods be forfeit, the 
moiety thereof to be to our Sovereign Lord the King, and the other to him that (hall 
inform, feize, and fue for the lame in any court of record within this ifland; which 
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‘H- u< ‘Jut article, I have collected (chiefly in his own words) great 
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grants are left to your Excellency's own way of levying, in full confidence and af- 
iurance that your Excellency will take fuch courfe for the collecting and gathering 
of the faid impoft, without any charge, duty or fees, as may be moft for the eafe 
of the people of this ifland. 

Provided neverthclefs, that neither this aft, nor any thing therein contained, 
fhall extend or be conftrucd to bar his Majefty, or his faid Excellency, from his or 
their right to any land granted, or any incroach.nents made upon the fea, fince the 
year one thoufand fix hundred and fifty, or to any lands commonly called or known by 
the name of The Ten Thoufand Acres j the merchants land, granted by the late 
Earl of Carlifle, or his father, unto Marmadukc Rawden, Efquire, William Per¬ 
kins, Alexander Bannifter, Edmund Forfter, Captain Wheatley, and others their 
aflpeiates, on certain covenants and conditions: Provided alfo , that the groivth 
and produce of the faid lands , mentioned in the preceding provifo, be not liable to any 
tax , impojiy or cuJiom y impofed by this ait •, any thing in the fame feeming to the con¬ 
trary noixvithjlanding. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefaid. That one aft made the 
feventeenth day of January one thoufand fix hundred and fifty, intituled, An act 
importing the cuftoms impofed and granted by the council, and gentlemen of the 
aftembly, to the Right Honourable Francis Lord Willoughby of Parham, Lord 
Lieutenant-General of the Province of Carolina,-and Governor of Barbadocs; as 
alfo, his Lordfhip’s confirmation of the right of the inhabitants of this ifiand to 
their feveral eftates, with the tenure and rent thereon created, .be, and is from 
henceforth repealed, made void,fruftrate, of none effect, to all intents, conftruc— 
tions, and purpofes whatfoever. 


In 1684, the affembly of this ifland propofed to farm the four and a half per cent. 
for eleven years, for the annual rent of £. 6,000 fterling, to be paid into the ex¬ 
chequer ; the governor and council concurred, and it was agreed that £. 7,000 
currency per annum i hould be raifed by a tax of twenty-one pence per acre, on 
all lands amounting to ten or more acres. The towns and traders to be taxed 
£. 500 fterling. An aft paffed March 19th 1684* for this purpofe, and was fent 
home i but the lords of the committee for trade and plantations reported, that the 

com-- 



34* 


WEST INDIES. 

part of the account that I have given; and there cannot be a CHAP, 
stronger demon lira t ion of the tendency of power to pervert the I. 
Judgments and cloud the faculties of the wifeft and worthieft ^ 
of men, than the j unification he has offered. He even claims 
great merit in not having advifed the king to poffefs himfelf of 
the whole ifiand of Barbadoes, without any regard to the 
planters or creditors concerned in the iffue. 

The profecution of this great ftatefman, however, on this 
account, was of no advantage to the fuffering planters ; for in 
this, as in many other cafes, the redrefs of a grievance, and the 
punifhment of its author, were obje&s of very diftintfl confi- 
deration. Thofe who fought the ruin of Clarendon, had no¬ 
thing lefs in view than the removal of oppreilion, from fubjeds 
fo remote as thofe of Barbadoes. 

In thus tracing the origin, progrefs, and termination of the 
Proprietary Government in this ifland, I have purpofely chofen 
not to break the thread of my narration, by recording any in¬ 
termediate events of a nature foreign to that fubjedt. Soon 
after the cftablifhment of the Commonwealth in England, cir- 

commiffioners of the cuftoms with whom they had advifed, were of opinion that 
they could make no eftimatc of the duty, until the) had experienced the produce 
thereof, under the then management, for one year at icail; and that the commii- 
' fioners appointed for managing the laid duty in liarbauocs, had allured them the 
duty would he worth from £. 8,000 to £. 10,000 per annum. So the act was 
repealed. 

This propofal to farm the four and a hal fper cent, duty, was made in confequence 
of Governor Dutton’s fignifying to the council and aflcmbi)-, on his arrival in 1680, 
his majefty was inclined to commute the tax, for a rcalonablc recompence. 

R cumftances% 
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BOOK, cumftanccs however arofe, refpeCting tliis colony, which hav* 
HI- produced fuch effects on the general commerce of Great Bri- 
_|J tain, as cannot be overlooked in an hiftorieal and commercial 
t'urvey of her Weft Indian plantations, and of which I ftiall 
now give fome account. 

The reader lias been iufficiently apprized of the attach¬ 
ment of the Barbadians to the regal government. One of the 
firft aCts palfe l by the aflcmhly, after the arrival of the Lord 
Willoughby for the firft time, (1647) was a declaration of 
their allegiance and fidelity to the unfortunate Charles the 
Firft, at that time a prifoner to the army j and on the death 
of that monarch, the popular refentment againft his perfecutors 
ran fo high in this illand, that the few planters who were fuf- 
peCted to be in the intereft of the parliament, thought it necel- 
fary to feek protection in England. 

To punifti fuch ftubborn defenders of a ruined caufe, the 
parliament refolved, in 1651, to fend a powerful armament for 
the reduction of all the Englifti colonies in America and the 
Weft Indies ; but particularly B. rbadocs, at that time the moft 
important and hoftde of them di. 

Many, indeed, were the motives which inftigated the par¬ 
liament to this determination. From the beginning of the 
commotions in the mother-country, the planters, having no 
other means of conveying the produce of their lands to Eu¬ 
rope, had employed in this necefiary navigation, many of the 
fhips and feamen of Holland ; and at this juncture the Englifti 
Government entertaineu very hoftile intentions towards the fub- 

jeCts 
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jeds of that republick. The reduction of Barbadocs would at CHAP, 
once punifh the colonies, and enable the Englifh parliament I - 
to deprive the Englifh of fo profitable an intercourfe with ~ ~ , J 
them } it would alfo enrich the treafury of the new govern¬ 
ment, by the confifcation of many valuable fhips and cargoes 
in the harbours of that and the other illands. The parliament 
had reafon likewife, it was faid, to apprehend that Prince Ru¬ 
pert, with a fquadron of the king’s lhips, was about eroding 
the Atlantick, to fecure all the Englifh American poffeffions for 
Charles the Second. 

Ayscue, who commanded the parliament’s forces employed 
in this expedition, arrived at Barbadoes on the 16th of Octo¬ 
ber 1651, and fucceeded at length in bringing the ifland to 
capitulate ( 1 ) : But this was not effected without great difficul¬ 
ty ; for he met with fo flout a refinance, as determined his 
employers at home immediately to enforce a fcheme they had 
projected a fhort time before, of altering the whole fyftern. of 
the Barbadian commerce j by prohibiting by an ad: of the 
commonwealth, all foreign fhipping from fading with the 
Englifh plantations; and not permitting any goods to be im¬ 
ported into England, or any of its dependencies, in any other 

(l) Ayfcue agreed, among other things, that the government ftioulJ con lift of 
% governor, council, and aflembly, according to the nr.ci- .it and ufual cuflom of 
the ifland. The aflembly to be chofen ! y a free and voluntary election of the 
freeholders of the ifland in the feveral pari/hes. That no f .vt.s, cuflons, im¬ 
ports, loans, or excife, fhould be laid, nor lew made on any of the inhabitants of 
this ifland, without their confent in a general aflembly ; and that all laws that had 
been made by general afiemblies, not repugnant to the laws of England, fnould 
be good. 

than 
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BOOK than English bottoms ; or in fhips of that European nation of 
III. which the merchandize imported was the genuine growth and 
manufacture. And thus arofe the famous navigation aCt of this 
kingdom j for, immediately after the reftoration, its provifions 
were adopted by Charles the Second, with this addition, that 
the mafter and three-fourths of the mariners, fliould alfo be 
Englifh fubjeCts. 

Whatever advantages the general commerce and navi¬ 
gation of England may have derived from this celebrated law, 
it rauft be allowed that its original framers were actuated by 
no better motives (as a great (m) writer hath obferved) than 
thofe of punifhing the planters, and clipping the wings of the 
Dutch. The inhabitants of Barbadoes, juftly confidering the 
law as a chaftifement inflicted on them by the Commonwealth 
for their loyalty to Charles the Second, were filled with amaze¬ 
ment and indignation, on finding its provifions adopted and 
confirmed on the reftoration of that monarch. By the regula¬ 
tions of this aCt, and the eftablifliment of the internal duty on 
their produce^ of which I have fo largely fpoken, they thought 
themfelves treated with a rigour which bordered oh ingratitude, 
and they predicted the decline of their population, agiiculturc 
and wealth, from the effects of thofe meafures. How far their 
predictions have been accompli died, a comparative ftute of the 
ifland at different periods will demonftrate ; with which, and a 
fewmifcellaneousobiervations,Ifhalldifmifs myprefent account. 

Barbadoes is fituated in 13" 10' N. lat. and in longitude 
59 0 W. from London. It is atjtyut twenty-one miles in length, 

(m) Blackftone. 


and 
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and fourteen in bieadth, and contains 106,470 acres of land, 
mod: of which is under cultivation. The foil in the low lands 
is black, fomewhat reddifli in the (hallow parts * on the hills 
of a chalky marl, and near the fea generally fimdy. Of 
this variety of foil, the black mould is bed: fuited for the 
cultivation of the cane, and, with the aid of manure., 
has given as great returns of fugar, in favourable fea Tons, 
as any in the Wed: Indies, the prime lands of St. Kitt’s 
excepted. 

That the foil of this ifland is, to a great degree, naturally 
fertile, we mud: neceflarily admit, if we give credit to the ac¬ 
counts which are tranfmkted down to us, of its ancient popu¬ 
lation and opulence. We are allured that, about the year 
1670, Barbadoes could boaft of fifty thoufand white, and up¬ 
wards of one hundred thoufand black inhabitants, whofe la¬ 
bours, it is faid, gave employment to fixty thoufand tons of 
Shipping (n). I fufpedt that this account is much exagge¬ 
rated. 

(n) The earl left planters of Barbadoes were fometimes reproached with the 
guilt of forcing or dcooying into ftavery the Indians of the neighbouring con¬ 
tinent. The Hiftory of Inkle and Tarico , which the Spectator has recorded for 
ghe deteftation of mankind, took its rife in this idand ; but happily this fpecies 
©f flavery has been long fince aboliCbed : and perhaps fueh of my readers as have 
fympathized with the unfortunate Yarico, may not be forry to hear that fhc bore 
her misfortunes with greater philofophy than they have hitherto fancied. The 
ftory was Jfirft related by Ligon, who (after praifing poor Yarico's excellent 
complexion, which, he lays, was “ a bright bayand her fmall breads “ with 
« nipples of perphyrie”) obferves, that “ Ihe chanc’t afterwards to be with 
« child by a Chriftian fervant, and being very great, walked down to a woode, 
« in which was a pond of water, and there, by the fide of the pond, brought 
“ herfelfe a-bed, and in three hours came home with the child in her arms, a 
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BOOK rated. It cannot however be doubted, that the inhabitants of 
HI. this illand have decreafed with a rapidity feldom known in any 
other country. I have now before me authentick returns of the 
number of its whites in 1724, and of its negroes in 1753 : the 
former confifled of no more than eighteen thoufand two hun¬ 
dred and ninety-five, the latter of fixty-nine thoufand eight 
hundred and feventy. In 1786 the numbers were fixteen 
thoufand one hundred and fixty-feven whites, eight hundred 
and thirty-eight free people of colour, and fixty-two thoufand 
one hundred and fifteen negroes. 

It appears too that the annual produce of this ifiand (par¬ 
ticularly fugar) has decreafed in a much greater proportion 
than in any other of the Weft Indian colonies. Poftlethwaytc 
ftates the crop of fugar, in 1736, at 22,769 hogfheads of 13 
cwt. which is equal to 19,800 of 15 cwt.; and the author of 
the European Settlements , publidled in 1761, calculates the 
average crop at 25,000 hogfheads. As the author fir ft quoted, 
gives a precife number, it is probable his ftatement was ground¬ 
ed on good authority. If fo, the iiland has fallen off nearly 
one-half in the annual growth of its principal ftaple. On an 
average of eight years (from 1740 to 1748) the exports were 
13,948 hogfheads of fugar, of 15 cwt. 12,884 puncheon* 

** lu fiy boy, frolicke and lively.” The crime of Inkle the merchant,, however, 
admits of no palliation i but it is ridiculous enough to hear Abbe Raynal 
(willing to improve upon Addifon) aferibe to it an intended revolt of all the 
Negroes in Barbadocs, who, as he affects, moved by indignation at Inkle’s 
roonftrous cruelty, vowed with one accord the deftru&iou of ail the Whitest 
but their plot was difeovered the night before it was to have been earned into 
cffeA. The llljicire Pbilcj'cphique has a thoufand beauties i but it grieves me to 
fay, that, in pqim of hiftorical accuracy, it is. nearly on a level with the Hiftory c£ 
J Ifil/infcn Crufot. 
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of rum of ioo gallons, 6o hogftieads of mdafies, 4,667 bags chap 
of ginger, 600 bags of cotton, and 327 gourds of aloes. I. 
The exports, on an average of 1784, 1785 and 1786, had fallen '— 
to 9,554 hogftieads of fugar, 5,448 puncheons of rum, 6,320 
bags of ginger, 8,331 bags of cotton j exclufive of fome fmaller 
articles, as aloes, fweetmeats, dec. of which the quantities are 
Dot afeertained. 

That the dreadful fucceftion of hurricanes, with which it 
has pleafed the Almighty to vifit this, and the other Weft 
Indian iflands, within the laft twelve years, has contributed to 
this great defalcation, cannot be doubted. The capital of this 
ifland was fcarce rifen from the allies to which it had been re¬ 
duced by two dreadful fires, when it was tom from its foun¬ 
dations, and the whole country made a feene of deiblation, 
by the ftorm of the 10th of October 1780, in which no left 
than four thoufand three hundred and twenty-fix of the inha¬ 
bitants (blacks and whites) miferably perilhed j and the da¬ 
mage to the country was computed at £.1,320,564.15 s. fter- 
Kng. 

It might have been prefumed,‘however, from the favour¬ 
able feafons which have been experienced for the laft three or 
four years, that the profpedl was at length beginning to 
brighten; but although, fince the failure of their fugar plan¬ 
tations, the inhabitants have found fome rcfource in the culti¬ 
vation of cotton, it does not feem probable, that any encou¬ 
ragement is capable of ever reftoring this ifland to its ancient 
fplendor and opulence; unlcfs it be relieved from the heavy 
impofition of 4 \ per cent, on their exported produce, or tlie 

Y y 2 origin 
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BOOK origin of which I have fo largely treated. It is to be hoped, 
HI* that an enlightened minider will one day arife, who will have 
the courage and virtue to fignify to the fovereign, that it is nei¬ 
ther becoming the dignity, nor confident with the character of 
the common father of all his fubjedts, to infid on a tribute 
from a part of them, which, though nominally granted by 
themfelves, was afliiredly obtained by fraud and oppreflion, 
and of which the continuance is a check to honed indudry, 
and perhaps the immediate caufe of the decline of this beauti¬ 
ful and once valuable colony. 

Barbadois is divided into five didrifts, and eleven pa- 
rifhes ; and contains four towns, Bridgetown, Odins or Charles 
Town, St. James’s (formerly called The Hole) and Speight's 
Town. Bridgetown, the capital, before it was dedroyed by 
the fires of 1766, confided of about fifteen hundred houfes, 
which were modly built of brick ; and it is dill the feat of go¬ 
vernment, and may be called the chief refidence of the gover¬ 
nor, who is provided with a country villa called Pilgrims, fitu- 
ated within a mile of it: his falary was raifed by Queen Anne 
from twelve hundred to two thoufand pounds per annum , the 
whole of which is paid out of the exchequer, and charged to 
the account of the four and a half per cent. duty. The form 
of the govemmenUof this ifland fo very nearly refembles that 
of Jamaica* which has already been d§fcribed, that it is unne- 
ceffary to enter into detail, except to obferve that the council 
» compofed of twelve members, and the afiembly of twenty- 
two. The mod important variation refpedts the court of 
ciiancery, which in Barbadoes is conftituted of the governor 
a and 
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and council, whereas in Jamaica the governor is foie chancellor. 
On the other hand, in Barbadoes, the governor fits in council, 
even when the latter are acting in a legifiatlve capacity. This, 
in Jamaica, would be confidered improper and unconftitutional. 
It may alfo be obferved, that the courts of grand fcfiions, com¬ 
mon pleas and exchequer, in Barbadoes, are diftindt from each 
other, and not, as in Jamaica, united and blended in one fu- 
preme court of judicature. 

I shall clofe my account of Barbadoes with the following 
authcntick document: 
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ftn A C C 6 Tj N T of: lie Niimber of Veflels, their Tonnage, and Number of Men (Including their repeated Voyages) that cleared Ciuwrards from the 
(Hand of B A R B A DOES to all Pam of the World, between the 5th of January 1787 and the 5th of January 1788 ; with the Specie-,, Quanti¬ 
ties, and Value of their Cargoes, according to the aftual Prices in London, as made out by the Infpector-Gencral of Great Britain. 
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£3* The Taxes thus levied on the Publidt confift of a Capitation Tax on Negroes,-—A Tax on Sugar Mills, Dwelling 
Houles, and Carriages, together with an Excife, &c. on Wine* imported. Befjdes all which there is a Parochial Tax oa 
Land amounting on Average throughout the Jfiand to about Two Shillings f:r Acre, and an AflcfTment in Labour for 














WEST INDIES. 


CHAP. II. 


Grenada and its Dependencies. 

Firf difcovery , ndme and inhabitants.-—-French invafion and efa- 
blijhment in 1650. — War with , and extermination of the natives. 
—The ijland and its dependencies conveyed to the Count de Ceril¬ 
iac.—Mifcondubl and punijhment of the deputy-governor.—The 
colony reverts to the crown of France.—State of the if and 
in 1700.— And again in 1 762,. when captured by the Englijh— 
Stipulations in favour of the French inhabitants.—Firf mea - 
fares of the Britifj government.—Claim of the crown to levy a 
duty of 41 per cent, on produce exported.—Arguments for and 
objections againjl the meafure.—Decifion of the court of King's 
Bench on this importantquef ion.—Strictures on fome poftions 
advanced by the lord-chief-jufice on this occafion.—Tranfactions 
within the colony .-—Royal infractions in favour of the Roman 
Catholick capitulants.—Internal difcntions.—Defencelefs fate. 
—French invafion in 1779 .—Brave defence of the gar- 
rifon.—Unconditional furrender.—Hardjkips exercifed towards 
the Englijh planters and their creditors. — Rcdnfsgiv.cn by the 
court of France. — Grenada , &c. reJtorcJ to Great Britain 
by the peace of 1783 .—Prefen t fate cf the colony in refpeCl to 
cultivation , productions and exports; government and popula¬ 
tion. 


G RENADA was difeovered by, and received its name' 
from, Cbriftopher Columbus in his third voyage, in the 
year 2498. He found it poffeflfed by a numerous and warlike 

people,, 
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BOOK people, amongft whom it does not appear that the Spaniards 
III* evtr attempted to force a fettlcment. They had a nobler prize 
u ^ to contend for on the continent, and a century elapfed before 
the other nations of Europe confidcred the regions of the new 
■world as countries, wherein all men might feize on what 
fuited their convenience, without any regard to the proper in¬ 
habitants. Thus the Charaibes of Grenada happily remained 
in peaceful obfeurity until the year 1650, when the avarice and 
ambition of a reftlefs individual devoted them to deftru&ion. 

This perfon was Du Parquet, the French governor of Mar- 
tinico, nephew and heir of Defnambuc, of whom memorable 
mention is made in the annals of St. Chriftophcr. Not- 
withftanding that the French eftablifhment in Martinico was 
itfelf of recent date, and that a great part of that ifland ftill 
remained uncultivated; and although another eftablifhment 
was, at the fame time, begun by the fame nation, in the large 
and fertile ifland of Guadaloupe, yet fuch was the rapacioufnefa 
of this people, that upwards of two hundred hardy ruffians 
were eafily colle&td by Du Parquet's encouragement for an 
attempt on Grenada ; and it is apparent, from the nature and 
magnitude of the preparations, that it was confidered as an 
enterprize of difficulty and danger. 

The hiftory of this expedition, which took place in June 
1650, is related at large by Father du Tertre, whofe account 
exhibits fuch a monftrous mixture of fanaticifm and knavery 
in the conduit of its leaders, as cannot be contemplated without 

indignation 
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indignation and horror. Although it is evident that the c H A P. 
French had not the fmallcft juftifiable pretence for this inva- n. 
fion, yet we find the commanders adminiftering the holy fa- *- ^ 

crament, in the moft folemn manner, to ail the foldiers on 
their embarkation j and again, on their landing, Du Parquet, 
caufing a crofs to be ere&ed, compelled them to kneel down 
before it, and join in devout prayer to Almighty God, for 
luccefs to their enterprize. 

This commander feems however to have had a few fcruples 
of confcience concerning the julticc of his proceedings ; for, 
having been received and entertained with the utmoft kindnefs 
and cordiality by the natives (contrary to his expectation, and 
perhaps to his wifhes) he thought it neceffary to affedt fome 
little regard to moderation, by pretending to open a treaty with 
the chief of the Charaibes for the purchafe of the country. He 
gave the natives (obferves Du Tertre) fome knives and hatchets , 
and a large quantity of glafs beads , bejides tivo bottles of brandy for 
the chief himfelf ; and thus (continues he) was the ifland fairly 
ceded to the French nation by the natives thcmfelves in lawful 
purchafe! After this notable tranladtion, it is not wonderful 
that the French fhould confiderthe refnfal of the poor favages 
to confirm the agreement, as contumacy and rebellion. 

Du Parquet, having thus eftablifhed a colony in Grenada, 
and built a fort for its protection, left the government of the 
ifland to a kinfman, named Le Compte, a man, according to 
Du Tertre, who poflefled very lingular talents for government; 

Vol. I. Z z and 
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BOOK and was remarkable for clemency and humanity . We find this 
J 11 * gentleman however, eight months afterwards, engaged in a 
moft bloody war with the Charaibes; in the profecution of 
which he authorized fuch a<fts of cruelty as furnifh a portrait of 
him very different from that which the hiftorian has exhibited. 
On receiving news of the revolt of the natives, Du Parquet fent 
a reinforcement of three hundred men from Martinico, with 
orders to extirpate the natives altogether ; but Le Comptc 
feems not to have wanted any incitement to aits of barbarity; 
for Du Tertre admits that he had already proceeded to murder, 
without mercy, every Charaibe that fell into his hands; not- 
iparing even the women and children. 


Of the manner in which this humane and accompliflied 
commander, and his civilized followers, conduced hoftilities 
againft thefe miferable people, we may form an idea, from a 
circumftance that occurred in one of their expeditions, of 
which the reverend hiftorian concludes his narrative as fol¬ 
lows : “ Forty of the Charaibes were maffacred on the fpot. 
About forty others, who had efcaped the fword, ran towards a. 
precipice, from whence they caft themfelves headlong into the 
fea, and miferably perifhed. A beautiful young girl of twelve 
or thirteen years of age, who was taken alive, became the obje<£b 
of difpute between two of our officers, each of them claiming 
her as his lawful prize ; a third coming up, put an end to the 
conteft, by fhooting the girl through the head. The place 
from which thefe brabarians threw themfelves into the fea, has 
been called ever fince le Morne des Sauteurs (a) Our people 


(a) Leapcrs HiU. 
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(having loft but one man in the expedition) proceeded in the ( 
next place to fet fire to the cottages, fcnd root up the provifions 
of the favages, and, having deftroyed, or taken away, every 
thing belonging to them, returned, in high fpints ,” (bicn 
joyeuxJ. 

By a feries of fuch enormities, the whole race of Charaibes 
that pofiefled Grenada in 1650, was fpeedily exterminated, and 
the French, having in this manner butchered all the natives, 
proceeded, in the next plaee, to maftacre each other. 

The particulars of this civil conteft may, without injury to 
my readers, be omitted. I fliall therefore only obferve, that the 
lupreme authority of Du Parquet and his lieutenant, was at 
length eftabliftied in Grenada ; but the expence which had 
attended the plantation from its outfet, and the maintenance of 
the force which Du Parquet had been compelled to furnilh in 
fupport of his authority, had fo greatly injured his fortune, as 
to induce him to look out for a purchafer of all his rights and 
poffeflions in this ifland and its dependencies. In 1656 fuch a 
purchafer offered in the Count de Cerillac, to whom the whole 
was conveyed for 30,000 crowns. 

The conduct of Cerillac towards the inhabitants of his newly 
acquired dominion was highly injudicious and opprefllve. lie 
appointed a governor of fo arrogant and rapacious a difpoii- 
tion, and fupported him in his extortions with fuch obftinacy, 
as to compel the moft refpedtable of the fettlers to quit the 
country and feck for fafety under a milder government. At 
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BOOK length the people that remained took the adminillration of 
IIJ - juflice into their own hands; by feizing on the perfon of the 

" governor, and bringing him to a public trial. The criminal 
was condemned to be hanged; but he pleaded noble birth, 
and demanded the honour of decollation. Ills requell would 
have been granted, but unluckily an expert executioner in the 
bulinefs of beheading could not readily be found; the judges 
therefore compounded the matter with his excellency, by 
confenting that he Ihould be Ihot, and he fuffered in that mode 
with great compofure. 

Some years after this, Monfieur de Cerillac, the proprietor, 
receiving, as it may be fuppofed, but little profit from his 
capital, conveyed all his rights and interefl in Grenada, &c. to 
the French Weft-Indian company; whole charter being abo- 
lilhed in 1674, the illand from thenceforward became veiled in 
the crown of France. 

Under the various revolutions and calamities which had 
thus attended this unfortunate plantation, it may well be ima¬ 
gined that cultivation had made but little progrels in it; but 
although order and fubmiflion were at length introduced by 
the ellablilhment of the royal authority, various caufcs con¬ 
curred to keep the colony in a Hate of poverty and deprelfion 
for many years afterwards. Even fo late as 1700, if Raynal 
has been rightly informed, the illand contained no more than 
251 whites and 525 blacks; who were employed on 3 planta¬ 
tions of fugar, and 52 of indigo. 
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After the peace of Utrecht, the government of France 
began to turn its attention towards her Weft Indian poftef- 
fi®ns. Grenada however, for many years, partook lefs of its 
care than the reft. It had no conllant correfpondence with 
the mother country: fome oppreftive regulations of the farmers- 
general ruined the cultivation of one of its ftaples, tobacco: and 
the planters had not the means of obtaining a fupply of ne¬ 
groes from Africa, fuflicicnt for the purpofc of cultivating 
fugar to any extent. Thefe inconveniencies led them into a 
fmuggling intercourfe with the Dutch : a rcfource which at 
length changed their circumftances for the better j encreafed 
their numbers and occafioned a great part of the country to be 
fettled, infomuch that when, in the year 1762, the fortune of 
war made the Englifh mafters; of this and the reft of the French 
Charaibean Iflands, Grenada and the Grenadines are faid to have 
yielded annually, in clayed and mufeovado fugar, *a quantity 
equal, to about 11,000 hogfheads of mufeovado of 15 cwt. 
each, and about 27,000 lbs. of indigo. 

Grenada furrendered on capitulation in February 1762, 
and, with its dependencies, was finally ceded to Great Britain 
by the definitive treaty of peace at Baris on the 10th of Fe¬ 
bruary 1763 ; St. Lucea being reftored at the lame time to 
France. The chief ftipulations in favour ot the inhabitants, as 
well by the treaty, as by the articles of capitulation, were 
thefe; 1 ft. That, as they would become by their furrendcr,. 
fubictfts of Great Britain, they fhould enjoy their properties and 
privileges, and pay taxes, in like manner as the reji of his 
Majejiys Jubjd-h of the other Brit if Leeward Iflands . 2dly, With 
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refpeCt to religion, they were put on tho fame footing as the 
inhabitants of Canada, viz. liberty was given them to exercife it 
according to the rites of the RonaUh church, as far as the Jaws 
of Great Britain permitted. 3dly, Such of the inhabitants of 
Grenada as chofe to quit the ifland, fliould have liberty fo to 
do, and eighteen months fliould be allowed them to dilpofe of 
their effects. 

The ifland and its dependencies being thus become a 
Britifli colony, one of the firfi: meafures of government was to 
ifiuc a proclamation under the great feal, bearing date the 7th 
of OCtober 1763, wherein, amongfl: other things, it is declared 
“ that all perfons inhabiting in, or reforting to, the ifland of 
** Grenada, might confide in the royal protection for the en- 
“ joyment of the benefit of the laws of England, with the right 
“ of appeal to the king in council, as fully as the inhabitants of 
“ the other Britifli Colonies in America under the king’s im- 
** mediate government.”—It alfo fets forth, “ that the king, by 
“ letters patent under the great feal, had given exprefs power 
“ and direction to the governor, as foon as the ftate and cir- 
** cumflances of the colony would admit thereof, with the 
“ advice and confent of the council, and the reprefentatives of 
** the people, to make, conftitute, and ordain laws, flatutes, 
“ and ordinances for the good government thereof, as near as 
€i may be agreeably to the laws of England, and under fuch re- 
“ gulations and reftriCtions as are ufed in the other Britifli 
“ colonies.” 


This 
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Tuts proclamation was followed by another, dated the 26th CHAP, 
of March 1764, inviting purchafers upon certain terms' and , J 

conditions. 

The governor thus laid to have been appointed, was gene¬ 
ral Melville, whole conimiffion however did not bear date 
until the 9th of April 1764, and the alfembly which he was 
directed to fummon, met for the firft time in 1765; .previous 
to which, the Britilh inhabitants were irrefiftibly called to the 
difcullion of a great conftitutional queftion ; of which it is 
proper I Ihould now give fome account. 

The queftion arofe from the information, that the crown, 
conceiving itfelf entitled by the terms of the capitulation to 
the duty of 4! per cent, upon all produce exported from the 
newly ceded illands, as paid at Barbadoes, &c. had illued 
letters patent, bearing date the 20th July 1764, ordering and 
directing, by virtue of the prerogative royal, that from and 
after the 29th of September, then next enfuing, fuch duty or 
import in fpecie* Ihould be levied in Grenada; in lieu of all 
cuftoms and duties formerly paid to the French king. 

We have fecn, in the hiftory of Barbadoes, in what man¬ 
ner the inhabitants of that illand became fubje< 5 l to the duty 
in queftion; and to what purpofes the money was exprefsly 
ftipulated to be applied ; but, unjuftifiable as were the means 
by which that impolition was originally eftablilhed in Barbadoes, 
the grant was, apparently, the grant of the people themlelves, 
by their reprefentatives in their legillative capacity. Even 

Charles 
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id. pacious and unprincipled monarch, did not openly claim the 
~~ right of laying taxes by his own authority in a colony which 
had an aflcmbly of its own, competent to that purpofe. The 
king was ready enough to overawe, or to corrupt the members 
which compofed that alfembly; but he kit them the form and 
lemblanc? at leall, of a free government. 

In defence of the prefent mcafure, it was urged that Grenada 
being a conquered country, the king was in veiled with the 
power of putting the inhabitants under what form of govern¬ 
ment he thought beft j that he might have granted them what 
terms of capitulation, and have concluded what articles of peace 
with them he law fit j and further, that the aflurance to the in¬ 
habitants of Grenada, in the articles of capitulation, that they 
fhould enjoy their properties and privileges in like manner as 
the other his Majcfty’s fubje< 51 s in the Britifh Leeward Iflands, 
neceflarily implied that they were bound to fubmit to the fame 
confequences of their being fubjeifls as were fubmit ted to by the 
inhabitants of thofe iflands ; one of which was the payment of 
the duty in queftion. It was faid therefore that the demand of 
this duty was molt reafonablc, equitable and political ; for that 
it was only putting Grenada, as to duties, on the fame footing 
with all the Britilh Leeward Iflands. If Grenada paid more, it 
would be detrimental to her, if lefs, it would be detrimental to 
the other Leeward Iflands. 

On the other fide, it was contended, that the letters patent 
were void on two points, the firfl: was ** that although they 
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had been granted before the proclamation of the 7th of October c H A p. 
1 7 ^ 3 * Y et king could not exercife fuch a legifiative power II. 
over a conquered country.”—The fecond point was, “ that 1 

although the king had fufficient power and authority, before 
the 7th of October 1763, to do fuch a legiflative adt, he had 
diverted himfelf of fuch authority previous to the letters patent 
of the 20th of July 1764,'’ 

The crown however perrtfting in its claim, and the inhabi¬ 
tants in oppofing it, iffue was joined on the arguments that I have 
ftated, and the queftion was at length referred to a folemn ad¬ 
judication before the judges of the Court of King's Bench in 
England (b). 

The cafe was elaborately argued in Weftminftcr-hall, four 
feveral times; and in Michaelmas term 1774* Lord chief jurtice 
Mansfield pronounced judgment, againji the crown. The con- 
lequence was, that the duty in quertion was abolifhed, not only 
in Grenada, but alfo in the ceded iflamls of Dominica, St. Vin¬ 
cent, and Tobago. 

It may be reafonably fuppofed that the inhabitants of all 
thefe illands had fufficient caufe for exultation at a verdict fo 
favourable to their interefts ; but the circumftances on which 
the decifion was founded, and the dodtrines which were pro¬ 
mulgated along with it, became the fubjedt of much animad- 
verfion ; and indeed (if I may obtrude my own opinion in iuch 

( b) The cafe is related at large in Cowper’s Reports, 
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a cafe) they appear to me to be of a dangerous and unconftl* 
futional tendency. 


The noble and venerable judge who pronounced the 
opinion of the Court, refted the determination folely on the cir- 
cum(lance, that the proclamations of October 1763, and March 
1764, w.ere of prior date to the letters patent; obferving, that 
the king had precluded himfelf from the exercife of legillative 
authority over Grenada, before the letters patent were ilfued. 
“ Through inattention, he faid, of the king’s fervants, in invert¬ 
ing the order in which the inftruments lliould have palled, the 
lail a& was contradictory to, and a violation of the firlt, and 
on that account null and void.” But, although the noble lord 
confined the mere legal queltion to a narrow compafs, he 
judged it neceflary, at the lame time, to enter on a wide and 
extenfive field of difculfion in fupport of the regal authority over 
conquered countries; maintaining “ that it is left to the king to 
grant or refiife a capitulation;—if he refufes, and puts the in¬ 
habitants to the fword y or otherivife exterminates them , all the 
lands belong to himfelf. If he receives the inhabitants under 
his protection, and grants them their property, he has a power 
to fix fueh terms and conditions as be thinks proper. He may 
(faid the noble judge) yield up the conquell, or retain it, on 
\what terms he pleafes , and change part, or the whole, of the 
law, or political form of its government, as he fees beji In 
reply to an obfervation, that no adjudged cafe, in point, had 
been adduced, the noble lord declared that this was not to be 
wondered at, “ inafmuch as no queltion was ever darted before 

but 
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but that the king has a right to a legiflative authority over a 
conquered countryand he quoted an opinion of the crown 
lawyers in 3722, in refpeCt of Jamaica. The aflembly of that 
ifland being refractory, it was referred to Sir Philip Yorke and 
Sir Clement Wearge to know ** what could be done if the 
aflembly fhould obftinately continue to withhold all the ufual 
fupplies.” They reported, that " if Jamaica was ftill to be 
confidered as a conquered ijland t the king had a right to levy 
taxes upon the inhabitants; but if it was to be conlidered in 
the fame light as the other colonies , no tax could be impofed on 
the inhabitants, but by an ajjembly of the ijland t or by an aid of 
parliament .” 

It is impofTible, I think, not to perceive, throughout thefe, 
and other parts of the learned judge’s argument, a certain 
degree of bias arifing from the unhappy diflentions which, 
about that period, broke out into a civil war between Great 
Britain and her colonies; in the progrefs of which, it is believed, 
this noble perfon diftinguifhed himfelf as an aCtive partizan, 
and a powerful advocate for the unconditional fupremacy of the 
mother-country. I might otherwil'e be chargeable with great 
arrogance in prefuming to differ from luch weight of autho¬ 
rity ; but furely it will be permitted me to examine the 
dodtrine maintained on this occafion, by the ted of thofe cafes, 
which the noble judge himfelf adduced in its fupport. I11 
fuch an examination, plain argument and common l'enfe may 
fupply the fubtletics of legal refinement, and the want of pro- 
feilional learning. 

Ths 
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The cafes chiefly relied on by the learned judge, were 
thofe of Ireland, Wales, Berwick and New York; in all which 
places it was afferted that the king, after their conqueft, had, of 
his own authority, exercil'ed the powers of legiflature, by intro¬ 
ducing an alteration of their former laws, and eftablilhing a new 
lyftem of government over the inhabitants. “ No man (ob- 
ferved his lordfliip, in the cafe of Ireland,) ever laid, that the 
change in. the laws of that country was made by the parliament 
of England: no man ever faid the crown could not do it." 

With the utmofl: deference, however, to the fentiments of 
this great and enlightened lawyer, I prefume to think that the 
queftion was not Amply, Whether the crown alone, or the par¬ 
liament of England, had the right of exercifing the authority 
contended for ?—I will even admit that the interpofition of par¬ 
liament was unneceflary. Still however the main quellion re¬ 
mains to be anfwered, which is, To ivbat extent may the royal 
prerogative in J'ucb cafes be exerted ? Did the noble judge mean 
toaflert, that conqueft deflroys all the rights of the conquered, 
and that the king, in changing their laws and form of govern¬ 
ment, has a right to preferibe to them, not merely the Englijh con- 
Jiitution ;—but any other fyftem he thinks beft ? If luch was 
the opinion, it may be affirmed that the cafes which his lord- 
ffiip adduced in fupport of his argument, warrant no fuch 
conclufion. 

The firfl: cafe was that of Ireland. ** The fail, fays the 
noble lord, comes out clearly to be, that Ireland received the 
laws of England by the charters and commands of Henry II. 
King John and Henry 111 ." 

* Of 
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Of Wales, the noble lord obferves “ that the ftatute of 
Wales (12 Edward I.) is certainly no more than regulations , 
made by the king in his council for the government of Wales, 
and that the king governed it as a conquejl', but let us hear on 
this fubjedt the learned judge Blackftone. “ This territory, 
obferves Blackftone, bajng then entirely re-annexed (by a kind 
of feodal refumption) to the dominion of the crown of England, 
or, as the ftatute of Rutland exprefifes it, terra Walliae cum inco/is 
fuis, prius regi jure feodali fubjebla, (of which homage was the 
lign) jam in froprietatis dominium totaliter et cum integritate con- 
•uerfa ejl> et coronae regni Angliae tanquam pars corporis ejuj'dem 
annexa et unita. But the finifhing ftroke to their independency, 
was given by the ftatute 27 Henry VIII. c. 26. which at the 
fame time gave the utmoft advancement to their civil pros¬ 
perity, by admitting them to a thorough communication of laws 
•with the fubjetls of England. Thus were this brave people 
gradually conquered into the enjoyment of true liberty ; being 
infenfibly put upon the fame footing , and madefellow citizens with 
their conquerors .” 

Another cafe was that of Berwick, which, obferved the 
noble lord, “ after the conqueft of it, was governed by charters 
from the crown, without the interpofition of parliament, till 
the reign of James I.” The noble judge would have ftated 
this cafe more fairly, had he faid that Edward I. at the requejl 
of the inhabit ants > confirmed to them the enjoyment of their 
ancient laws; but that “ its conftitution was put on an Englijh 
footing , by a charter of king James,” Thefe are the very 
words of Blackftone. 
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in. York, which was conquered from the Dutch in 1664, and, 
L like Wales, remained in poflfeflion of moft of its former inhabi¬ 

tants. “King Charles II. (obferves the noble judge) changed 
the form of their conftitution and political government; by 
granting it to the duke of Fork, to hold of his crown under all 
.the regulations contained in the tetters patent." —So far is true; 
but what followed ? This duke of York (afterwards James II.) 
was a man whofe principles of government were in the higheft 
degree repugnant and inimical to thole of the Englifh conftitu- 
tion. Accordingly he attempted at firft to introduce into the 
newly acquired country, a fyftem little confonant to Britilh free¬ 
dom ; but he was difappointed and defeated. He was com¬ 
pelled* much again!! his inclination, to allow the people to 
choofe deputies to reprefent them in the legiflature; and thefe 
deputies actually voted “ that all the ordinances which had 
been made by the governor and council, before the people were 
admitted to a lliare in the legiflature, were invalid, becaufe they 
•were pajjed in a manner repugnant to the conjiitution of Eng~ 
land" 

From this recital, it is I think evident that the noble and 
learned judge miftook the gijl of the queftion; or rather con¬ 
founded together two things which are totally diftinft and repug¬ 
nant in their nature; for he appears to have confldered the pre¬ 
rogative in the king, of extending to bis newly acquiredJ'ubjetfs, 
the benefits of the Englijb conjiitution, as equivalent to the right 
of ruling them by whatever conftitution or lyftem of govern¬ 
ment he pleafes ; or, by none at all. 


It 
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It would feem then that, if the cafes which have been ad¬ 
duced prove any thing, they prove that the crown neither has 
prefcribed, nor could prefcribe, any form of government incom¬ 
patible with the principles of the Britifh conftitution, to any 
colony or territory whatever, whether acquired by conqueft or 
fettlement ;—and good authorities are not wanting in fupport 
of this doctrine. “ The king of Great Britain (fays an excel¬ 
lent writer fc) although at the head of a free ftate, may, in his 
own right, hold other ftates, under a form of government that 
is not free ; as he does, for inftance, the ftates of the elec¬ 
torate of Hanover. He may too even as king of Great Britain, 
by virtue of his prerogative and as generaliflimo of the empire, 
hold a conquered ftate (for the time being) under a form 
of government that is not free ; that is, under military law: 
but, in the inftant that fuch conquered ftate is, by treaty 
of peace, or otherwife, ceded to the crown of Great Britain,, 
in that inftant it imbibes the fpirit of the conftitution, it is 
naturalized; it is aflimilated to the government, it is go¬ 
vernable and to be governed by, and under all thofe powers 
with which the governing power of king, lords and commons is 
inverted by the conftitution; but it is not governable, neither 
is to be governed, by any powers which the governing power of 
king, lords and commons does not poflels from the conftitu¬ 
tion : as for example, it cannot be governed on the principles 
of flavery; becaufe the governing power of king, lords and com¬ 
mons is appointed by the conftitution to govern on the prin¬ 
ciples of liberty,’' Surely it is a propofition abfurd and mon- 
ftrous on the very face of it, to fay that a limited monarch, in 
a free ftate, may govern any part of the dominions of fuch a 
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BOOK Rate in an arbitrary and tyrannical manner. A body of fub- 
III- jedts fo governed, would, if fufficiently numerous, be fit inftru- 
L ~' i ments to enflave the reft! 

The intelligent reader will admit the vaft importance of this 
queftion, both to the prefent age and to pofterity; and perceive 
how greatly the deareft interefts of men, who, in the contingen¬ 
cies of war, (hall hereafter fall under the Britifli dominion, may 
pofiibly be concerned in its difcuflion. To fuch readers no 
apology will be neceflary, for the detail which I have thought 
it my duty to give on a fubjedt of fuch conftitutional magni¬ 
tude.—I now return to tranfadlions with the colony. 

It has been.ftated that the firft aflembly met in 1765. At 
that time none of the French Roman catholick inhabitants 
claimed a right, or even exprefled a defire, of becoming mem¬ 
bers, either of the council or aflembly: but in 1768 the go¬ 
vernor received inftrudtions from the crown, to admit two of 
them into the council, and to declare others to be eligible into the 
aflembly, on taking the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy. The 
governor was diredted alfo to include the names of certain per- 
fons of this defcription, in the commiflion of the peace. 

These inftrudtions, and the meafures which were taken in 
confequence thereof, gave rife to violent commotions and party 
divifions in the colony, which, being embittered by religious 
controverfy, continue to divide the inhabitants to the prefent 
hour. It were highly unbecoming in me (a ftranger to the 
ifland) to flatter the paflions of one party or the other } and I 

fhould 
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fhould readily confign all the circumfbinces to oblivion, but that 
it is my duty as an hiftorian, to ftate without prejudice fuch 
particulars as may, in their confequences, affedf: the general 
welfare of the colony, that the errors of one age may ferve as a 
leffon to the next. 

The oppofition that was given by the Britilh inhabitants to 
the appointment of any of the Roman catholick capitulants to 
feats in the legiflature, arofe, I believe, originally from an idea 
that the royal inftrudtions in this cafe were in diredt viola¬ 
tion of the teft adt of Charles II. which requires “ that all per- 
fons enjoying any place of truft or profit (hall, in addition to 
the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy, fubferibe a declaration 
againft the dodtrine of tranfubflantiation in the facrament of 
the Lord’s fupper,” By the king’s inftrudlions, above cited, 
his Roman catholick fubjedts of Grenada were declared eligible 
without fubferibing to this declaration. 

Liberal and enlightened minds at this day are not eafily 
reconciled to the dodtrine, that an adherence to mere fpecula- 
tive opinions in matters of faith, ought to drive any loyal fub- 
jedt from the fervice of his country, or deprive a man (other- 
wile entitled) of the enjoyment of thofe honours and diftinc- 
tions, the diflribution of which the wifdom of the laws has 
afiigned to the fovereign. Much lefs will it be thought that 
fuch a man is unworthy of that confidence which his neigh¬ 
bours and fellow citizens, who are bell acquainted with his 
principles and virtues, and are themfelves of a different per- 
fuafion, (hall think fit to repofe in him. At the fame time, it 
Vot. I. 3 B muft 
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muft be acknowledged, that the recent and then depending 
claim in the crown, to lay taxes on Grenada by its own authori¬ 
ty* gave the inhabitants juft caufe of apprehenfior., that the 
royal inftru&ions in the prefent cafe were founded, in like 
manner, on a pretenfion to legiflative authority, fubverfive of 
their own colonial aflembly. 


On the other hand, it was alledged that the teft a<£t was 
never meant to extend to the British plantations j that it was 
confined, both in its letter and fpirit, to the kingdom of Eng¬ 
land and the town of Berwick; and though it were true that 
it is the practice of the courts of Grenada to adopt both the 
common and ftatute law of England, it was contended never- 
thelefs, that the adoption cculd extend only to fuch of the 
Englifli ftatutes, as were applicable to the peculiar fitua- 
tion of the colony. It was urged, that the a<ft in queftion 
originated in an age of religious frenzy and fanatic violence. 
The authority of hiftory was adduced to prove that it was 
particularly promoted by a worthlefs individual, from animofity 
to the Duke of York, who was obliged, in confequence of it, 
to refign the great office of Lord High Admiral. A law thus 
founded and fupported, inftead of being confidered as fuited 
to the circumftances of a new and infant colony, ought, it was 
fa id, to be expunged from the Englifli ftatute book. 

What influence thefe, or other confiderations, had on the 
Britiih Miniftry, I prefume not to lay. It is certain that the 
king refufed to revoke his inftru&ions; in confequence where¬ 
of the moft zealous of the proteftant members of the aflem¬ 
bly 



WEST INDIES. 

bly declining to attend, it was feldom that a houfe could be 
formed. Publick affairs foon fell into the utmoft confufion, 
and in this ftate of faction and perplexity, the ifland continued, 
until its re-capture by the French in 1779. 

On this occafion, charges were brought again the French 
inhabitants which I will not repeat, becaufe I have no other 
evidence to fupport them than the mutual reproaches, and 
reciprocal accufations of the parties. The complaints indeed 
which were loudly made on the part of the French, of an 
ufurpation of their deareft rights by the prevailing faction, 
feemed to imply that they relied rather on juftification than 
denial. 

The French miniftry however required no other encourage¬ 
ment for attacking this ifland, than the defencelefs date in 
which all the Britifh fettlements in the Weft Indies were at 
that juncture notorioufly left. The hopelcfs and dcftrudtive 
war in North America had drawn to its vortex all the powers, 
refources, and exertions of Great Britain. Already had Domi¬ 
nica and St. Vincent become a facrifice to that unfortunate 
conteft; when it fell to the lot of Grenada to experience her 
ftiare of the general misfortune. 

On the 2d of July 1779, a French armament, confiding of 
a fleet of 25 (hips of the line, 10 frigates, and 5000 troops, 
under the command of the Count D’Eftaing, appeared off 
the harbour and town of St. George : the whole force of the 
ifland was conipofed of 90 men of the 48th regiment, 300 

3 B 2 militia 


37* 

CHAP. 

II. 

1 * 



37* 


HISTORY OF THE 


BOOK militia of the ifland, and 150 feamen from the merchant 
ihips; and its fortifications conlifted chiefly of an entrench¬ 
ment, which had been haftily thrown up round the fummit 
of the Hofpitul-hill.. This entrenchment the Count D’Eftaing 
inverted the next day, at the head of 3,000 of his beft 
forces, which he led up in three columns, aud after a hard 
conflict and the lofs of 300 men, carried the lines. Never 
did fo fmall a body of men make a nobler defence again ft 
fuch inequality of numbers. The governor (Lord Macart¬ 
ney) and the remains of his little garrifon, immediately 
retired into the old fort, at the mouth of the harbour 
which however was wholly untenable, being commanded by 
the Hofpital-hill battery, the guns of which having been 
mod unfortunately left unfpiked, were now turned againft 
them. At day-break, the French opened a battery of two 
twenty-four pounders againft the walls of the old fort. In 
this fituation, the governor and inhabitants had no refource 
but in the hopes of obtaining favourable terms of capitula¬ 
tion; and herein they were difappointed. Their propofals 
were fcornfully rejected, and fuch hard and extraordinary terms 
offered and infilled on by Count D.’Eftaing, as left them no 
alternative but the facrifice of their honour, or an unconditional 
furrender. They embraced the latter; and it muft be ac¬ 
knowledged, that the protection which was afforded to the 
helplefs inhabitants of the town, and their property, not only 
while the treaty was depending, but alfo after the furrender 
of the ifland at difcretion, reflected the higheft luftre on the 
difcipline, as well as humanity of the conquerors. Protection 
and fafe-guards were granted on every application, and thus 
a town was faved from plunder, which by the ftriCt rules 

of 
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of war, might have been given up to an exafperated fol 
diery. 

It is to be lamented that the fubfequent condud of the 
French government of Grenada, towards its new fubjeds, 
was not quite fo generous. By an ordinance of the Count de 
Durat, the new governor, they were enjoined, under the 
penalty of military execution and confifcation of property, from 
the payment, diredly or indiredly, of all debts due by them 
to Britilh fubjeds, reliding in any part of the Britilh domi¬ 
nions ; and by another ordinance, the prohibition was extended 
to fuch debts owing to the fubjeds of the united provinces of 
Holland, as were guaranteed by any of the fubjeds of Great 
Britain. The Count D’Eftaing had inferted claufes to the 
fame eifed, in the form of capitulation, which he had tendered 
to the garrifon, and it was thole prohibitions that induced the 
Britilh inhabitants, with an honeft indignation, to rifque the 
confequence of an unconditional furrender, rather than fubmit 
to them. With the virtue and integrity that it is to be hoped 
will for ever diftinguilh the Britilh charader, they coniidercd 
no facrifice fo great as the violation of that confidence, which 
had been repofed in them by their friends and creditors in 
Europe. But the ordinances went Bill further. By the regu¬ 
lations which they contained, it was enaded that all the cltates 
belonging to Englilh abfentees, lliould be put into the hands 
of certain perfons to be nominated by the governor, called 
confervators ; and the produce be paid into the public trea- 
fury. Thus was plunder fandioned by authority j and the 

abfent proprietors were not the only vidims. The fhameful 

facility 
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facility with which every French claimant was put into pof- 

lefiion of eftates, to which the flighted: pretenfion was fet up, 

gave the refident planters reafon to apprehend, that the only 

indulgence they were to expedt, was that which Poliphemus 

promifed Ulyfies, of being devoured the lajh 
* 

Most .of thefe injurious proceedings, and various adts of 
perfonal oppreflion, inflicted on the conquered inhabitants of 
Grenada, were, by them, imputed to the too great influence 
with the governor of their late fellow fubjedts and neighbours, 
the French planters; and it is much eafier to account for, 
tlian to juftify their conduct. Let it be remembered, however, 
to the honour of the French nation, that thefe nefarious pro¬ 
ceedings were no fooncr made known to the court of France, 
than they were difapproved and reprobated. The appointment 
of conlervators was abolifhed, and reftoration ordered to be 
made of the eftates of abfent proprietors. Redrcfs was like— 
wife very generally given, by appeals in the laft refort, to fuch 
of the refident planters as had been illegally deprived of their 
pofleflions. But it was not long before the ifland itfelf re¬ 
verted to the Britifti dominion. 

Grenada and the Grenadines were reftored to Great Bri¬ 
tain, with all the other captured iflands in the Weft Indies (To¬ 
bago excepted) by the general pacification which took place in 
January 1783 j a pacification upon which, whatever may be 
its general merits, it is impofiible but that the Englilh fugar 
planters (except perhaps thofe of the ceded ifland) muft rc- 
fledt with grateful fatisfaCtion. It might indeed have been 
1 wifihed. 
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wifhed, by thofe who have at heart the prefent repofe and fu- c P. 
ture profperity of mankind, that fome falutary regulations had . —j— j 
been framed, at the fame time, for preventing the revival of 
thofe unhappy national animofities among the white inhabi¬ 
tants of Grenada, of which I have fo largely fpoken, and 
which, I am forry to be informed, were renewed on the refto- 
ration of the ifland with additional force and aggravated vio¬ 
lence. It is not my intention however to enter into any further 
detail on the fubjedt. As a friend to the interefts of humanity, 
independent of religious opinions, and locality of birth, I fliall 
rejoice if means can be found to reftore to this little commu¬ 
nity that peace, confidence and unanimity, without which its 
inhabitants muft be a ruined people, and a prey to the firft 
invader. 

Having thus, as I conceive, fufficiently treated of the hif- 
torical and political concerns of this valuable colony, I fliall 
conclude with a fhort difplay of its prefent ftate, in refpedt of 
foil, population, productions and exports; premiling, that many 
of thofe little iflands which are called the Grenadines, no longer 
appertain to the government of Grenada. Bv an arrangement 
of the Britifh adminiftration, which has taken effedt lince the 
peace, a line of diviiion pafles in an eall and weft diredtion, 
between Cariacou and Union ifland. The former of thefe, 
and fome fmaller iflands fouth of it, are all that are now com¬ 
plied in the Grenada government; Union ifland, with all the 
little iflands adjoining, to the north, being annexed to the 
government of St. Vincent. 

• Grenada 
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Grenada contains about 80,000 acres of land; of which 
although no lcls than 72,141 acres paid taxes in 1776, and 
may therefore be fuppofed fit for cultivation, yet the quantity 
actually cultivated has never exceeded 50,000 acres. The 
face of the country is mountainous, but not inacceflible in any 
part, and it abounds with fprings and rivulets. To the north 
and the eaft, the foil is a brick mould; the fame, or nearly the 
fame, as that of which mention has been made in the hiftory 
of Jamaica. On the weft: fide, it is a rich black mould on a 
lubftratum of yellow clay. To the fouth, the land in general 
is poor, and of a reddifh hue, and the fame extends over a con- 
fiderablc part of the interior country. On the whole, however, 
Grenada appears to be fertile in a high degree, and by the 
variety, as well as excellence, of its returns, feems adapted to 
every tropical production. The exports of the year 1776, from 
Grenada and its dependencies, were 14,012,157 lbs. of niul- 
cavado, and 9,273,607 lbs. of clayed fugar j 818,700 gallons of 
rumj 1,827,166 lbs. of coffee, 457»7l9lbs. of cacao, 91,943 lbs. 
of cotton, 27,638 lbs. of indigo, and fome fmallcr articles j the 
whole of which, on a moderate computation, could not be worth 
lefs, at the ports of ihipping, than £.600,000 fterling, excluding 
freight, duties, infurance and other charges. It deferves to be 
remembered too, that the fugar was the produce of 106 planta¬ 
tions only, and that they were worked by 18,293 ne g rocs * which 
was therefore rather more than one hogfhead of mufcavado 
fugar, of 16 cwt. from the labour of each negro, old and young, 
employed in the cultivation of that commodity j a prodigious 
return, equalled, I believe, by no other Britifh ifland in the 
Weft Indies, St. Chriftopher'6 excepted.—-The exports of 

J787 



WEST INDIES. 

1787 will be given hereafter: they will he found, except in one 
or two articles, to fall greatly Ihort of thofe of 1776; a cir- 
cumftance for which I know not wholly how to account. 

This ifland is divided into fix parishes, St. George, St. 
David, St. Andrew, St. Patrick, St. Mark and St. John; and its 
chief dependency, Cariacou> forms a feventh parifli. It is only 
lince the reftoration of Grenada to Great Britain by the peace 
of 1783, that an ifland law has been obtained for the eftablilh- 
ment of a proteftant clergy. This ad: palled in 1784, and pro¬ 
vides ftipends of £.330 currency, and £.60 for houle-rent 
per annum, for five clergymen, viz. one for the town and pari Ik 
of St. George, three for the other five out-parilhes of Grenada, 
and one for Cariacou. Befides thefe flipends, there are valua¬ 
ble glebe lands, which had been appropriated to the fupport 
of the Roman cathollck clergy, whilft that was the eflabliflied 
religion of Grenada. Thefe lands, according to an opinion of 
the attorney and folicitor-general of England (to whom a 
queftion on this point was referred by the crown) became 
veiled in his Majefty as publick lands, on the reftoration of the 
ifland to the Britilh government, and I believe have lince been 
applied by the colonial legiflaturc, with the confent of the 
crown, to the further fupport of the proteftant church, with 
fome allowance thereout (to what amount 1 am not informed) 
for the benefit of the tolerated Roniilh clergy of the remaining 
French inhabitants. 

The capital of Grenada, by an ordinance of governor Mel¬ 
ville, foon after the ceflion of the co»ntry to Great Britair. 
Vol. I. 3 G t'V 
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BOOK by the peace of Paris, is called St. George. By this ordinance*. 

Hh Englifti names were given to the feveral towns and parilhes, 
and their French names forbidden to be thereafter uied in any 
publick ads. The French name of the capital was Fort Royale.. 
It is fituated in a (pacious bay, on the weft or lee-fide of the 
ifland, not far from the fouth end, and pofleftes one of the fafeft. 
and moft- commodious harbours for (hipping in the Englifh 
Weft Indies, which has been lately fortified at a very great 
expence (c). 

The other towns in Grenada, are, properly fpeaking, in — 
confiderable villages or hamlets> which are generally fituated 
at the bays or (hipping places in the feveral out-pariilies. The 
parifti town of Cariacou is called IlilKborough.. 

Gr enada has two ports of entry, with feparate efta- 
blifhments, and diftind revenue officers, independent of each 
other, viz. one at St. George, the capital, and one at Grenville- 
bay, a town and harbour on the eaft or windward fide of the 
ifland. The former, by the 27 Geo. III. c. 27. is made a 
free port, 

(c) The tofrn of Saint George is built chiefly of brick, and makes a handfbmc 
appearance. It is divided by a ridge, which running into the fea forms on one 
(ide the carenage, on the other the bay: thus there is the Bay-town , which 
boafts a handfome fquare and market-place, and the Carenage.town , wherein the 
principal merchants refide, the (hips lying land-locked, and in deep water clofe to 
the wharfs. On the ridge between the two towns (lands the church, and on the 
promontory above it is a large old fort, which was probably conftrueted by the 
firft French inhabitants. . It.is built of (lone, and is large enough to accommo¬ 
date, an entire regiment. . 
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Whether it be owing to the events of war, to domeftick CHAR 
diiTentions, or to calamities inflitted by the hand of Divine Pro- IL 
vidence, I know not, but it appears that the white population V ~'~ v — 
of Grenada and the Grenadines has decreafcd conliderably 
iince thele iflands firft came into poflefiion of the Englifh. 

The number of white inhabitants, in the year 1771, were 
known to be fomewhat more than fixteen hundred ; in 1777 
they had decreafed to thirteen hundred ; and at this time they 
are fuppofed not to exceed one thoufand, of which about two- 
thirds are men able to bear arms, and incorporated into five 
regiments of militia, including a company of £ee blacks or 
snulattoes, attached to each. There are likewife about 500 
regular troops from Great Britain, which are fupported on the 
Britifh eflabliOiment (d). 

The negro flaves have alio decreased. By the Iafl returns 
preceding the capture of the iiland in 1779, they were llated 
at 35,000, of which 5,000 were in Cariacou, and the fmaller 
iflands. In 1785 they amounted to no more than 23,926 in the 
whole. The decreale was owing partly to the want of any re¬ 
gular fupply during the French government, and partly to the 
numbers carried from the ifland by the French inhabitants, 
both before and after the peace. It is alfo to be cbferved, that 
of the African cargoes fold at Grenada, fome part (perhaps a 

(d) Befides the regular troops which arc Tent from Great Britain for the pro* 
tc aion of Grenada, there are in its garrifon three companies of king’s negroes, 
which came from America, where they ferved in three capacities, as pioneers, 
artificers, and light dragoons. In Grenada they form a company of each, and 
arc commanded by a lieutenant of the regulars, having captain’s rank* 
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BOOK fourth or fifth) are exported to the neighbouring French and 
^ Spanifh colonies. 

The free people of colour amounted in 1787^0 1,115-. ^ c> 
prevent the too great increafe of this mixed race, every manu- 
miflion is, by an aCt of this ifland, charged with a fine of 
one hundred pounds currency, payable into the publick trea- 
fury. But this law has neither operated as a productive fund, 
nor as a prohibition ; for it is ufually evaded by executing and 
recording aCts of manumiflion in foine other illand or govern¬ 
ment where there is no iiich law. The evidence of all free 
coloured people, whether born free or manumitted, is received 
in the courts of this ifland, on their producing fufficient proof 
of their freedom ; and fuch free people are tried on criminal 
charges in the fame manner as whites, without diflinCtion of 
colour. They are alfb allowed to poflefs and enjoy lands and 
tenements to any amount, provided they are native-born l'ub- 
jeCto or capitulants, and not aliens. 

The governor, by virtue of his office, is chancellor, ordinary 
and vice-admiral, and prefides folely in the courts of chancery 
and ordinary, as in Jamaica. His falary is £. 3,200 currency 
per annum (ej, which is raifed by a poll-tax on all Haves ; and 
it is the practice in Grenada to pafs a falary bill on the arrival 
«f every new governor, to continue during his government. In 
all cafes of abfence beyond twelve months, the falary ceafes and 
determines. 

(e) The currency of Grenada, or rate of exchange, is commonly 65 per ant . 
worfe than fterling. 
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The council of Grenada confifls of twelve members, and 
the aflembly of twenty-fix. The powers, privileges and func¬ 
tions of both thefe branches of the legiflature, are the fame, 
and cxercifed prccifcly in the fame manner, as tliofe of the 
council and aflembly in Jamaica. A freehold, or life efiate, of 
fifty acres, is a qualification to fit as reprefentative for the 
parilhes, and a freehold, or life eftate, in fifty pounds houfe- 
rent in St. George, qualifies a reprefentative for the town. Ail 
efiate often acres in fee, or for life, or a rent of ten pounds 
in any of the out-towns, gives a vote for the reprefentatives- 
of each pari lh rclpertively j and a rent of twenty pounds per 
annum , ifilling out of any freehold or life eftate in the town of 
St. George, gives a vote for a reprefentative for the town. 

The law courts in Grenada, befides tliofe of chancery and 
ordinary, arc, firft, the court of grand feflions of the peace 
held twice a year, viz. in March and September. In this court 
the firft perfon named in the commiflicn of the peace prefides, 
who is ulually the president or fenior in council. 

2dlv, The court of common pleas. Tlie court confifts of 
one chief and four affiftant juftices, whole commiitions arc 
during pleafure. The chief juftice is ulually appointed in 
England, a prolellional man, and receives a (alary of £. 600 
per annum. The four aftiftant juftices are ulually appointed by 
the governor from among the gentlemen of the Aland, and art 

without falary. 

-'dlv The court of exchequer. The barons in-this court 
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are commUfioncdi in like manner as in the court of common 
pleas. But this court is lately grown into dilute. 


4thly, The court of admiralty, for trial of all prize cautes of 
capture from enemies in war, and of revenue feizures in peace 
or war. There is one judge of admiralty and one furrogate. 


Lastly, The governor and council compile a court of 
error, as in Jamaica, for trying all appeals of error from the 
court of common pleas. 


Although there is no law of Grenada declaring an adop¬ 
tion of the laws of England, yet it has been always the practice 
of the courts, to confider both the common and ftatute law of 
England to extend to Grenada in all applicable cafes, not 
otherwife provided for by particular laws of the ifland. So in 
like manner the practice of the courts in Weftminfter Hall, and 
authentick reports of adjudged cafes there, are reforted to, 
when precedents and authorities are wanting in the ifland. In 
the cafe of its Jlave /aws t it may be faid with truth and juftice, 
that the aflembly of this ifland have ihewn a liberality of fenti- 
ment which reflects the highefl: honour on their characters, 
both as legiflatures and chriltians. 


I have now furnilhed the reader with all the information I 
have collected, concerning the pafl: hiftory and prefent ftate of 
the ifland of Grenada, and if it fliall be thought deficient or 
uninftruCtive, the fault is not in the want of materials, but in 
the workman. Something however remains to be obferved 
§ concerning 
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concerning fiich of the Grenadines as are dependent on the CHAP. 
Grenada government, the chief of which are Cariacou and Me II. 
Ronde. The former contains 6913 acres of land, and in ^ 

general it is fertile and well cultivated; producing in feafonable 
years a million of pounds of cotton for exportation, befides 
corn, yams, potatoes, and plantains fufticient for the mainte¬ 
nance of its negroes. The cultivation of fuger has been found 1 
lefs fucccfsful in this ifland than cotton, though it ftill con¬ 
tinues to be made on two plantations. Iile Ronde contains 
about 500 acres of excellent land, which are wholly applied to 
pallurage, and the cultivation of cotton. It is fituated about 
midway between Cariacou and the north end of Grenada, about 
four leagues from each. 

I close my account of this colony, as of Barbados, with 
an authentick return by the Infpedtor General of Great Bri¬ 
tain, of the exports from Grenada and its dependencies, for the 
year 1787; containing alfo an eftimate of the adfual value ot- 
the fevcral articles at the British market: 
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POSTSCRIPT to the HISTORY of GRENADA. 


The firft edition of this work having fallen into the 
hands of a gentleman of diftinguifhed abilities and 
learning (one of his Majefty’s Serjeants at Law) he 
was pleafed, at the author’s requeft, to communicate 
his thoughts in writing on the do&rine maintained by 
Lord Mansfield, concerning the legal authority of the 
crown over conquered countries, as Hated in page 362 
of this volume, which I have great pleafure in prefent- 
ing to the reader in the precife words in which they 


were given : 


~ ^pHE ground upon which the court refled their judgment Poftfcnpt. 

in the cafe of Grenada, was clearly fufficient to warrant c p 
that judgment, even admitting the doctrine laid down by Lord i_ _ - ■ 
Mansfield on the other point to be well founded; but nothing 
can be more unfounded than that doctrine :—every propofition 
upon which it is made to reft, is a fallacy. I deny that the 
king (at leafl fince the conftitution ha 1 ' liad its prefent form) 
can “ arbitrarily grant or refufe a capitulation.” The power of 
granting or refufing a capitulation, in the cafe of a liege or in- 
vafion, is certainly vefted in him ; hut it is veiled in him, like 
every other power with which he is entrulled by the Britifh 
conflitution, to be exercifed according to the ulage which 
has prevailed in like cafes. If that power fhould be abufed, 

Vol. L 3D his 
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“ For the fame reafon I deny that “ the king can put the in¬ 
habitants of a conquered country to the fword, or otherwife 
exterminate them,” unlefs fuch feverity be fully juffified by 
the laws of war, as they are underftood amongfi: civilized 
nations. 

“ But, fuppofing that a cafe ffiould happen wherein fuch 
feverity would be juftifiable, I deny that, upon the extermi¬ 
nation of the enemy, the lands would belong to the king him- 
felf: I fay they would belong to the ftate; and that they 
would be fubjeCt, not merely to the king, but to the fovereign 
power which governs the Britiffi dominions. If the king 
receives the inhabitants under his protection, and grants 
them their property, I deny that he has power to fix fuch 
terms and conditions as he thinks proper; for he cannot re- 
ferve to himfelf, in his individual capacity, legislative power 
over them: that would be to exclude the authority of the 
Britiffi legiflature from the government of a country fubdued 
by Britifh forces, and would be an attempt to ereCt tmperium 
in imperio . One confequence of this would be, that fuch 
conquered territory might defeend to an heir of the king not 
qualified, according to the aCt of fettlement, to fucceed to the 
crown of Great Britain. The king might give it to a younger 
fon, or beftow it on a ffranger. A thoufand other abfurd 
confequences might be pointed out, as refulting from fuch 
incongruity. 
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u I admit that the king (fubjeft to the refponfibility of his 
minifters) may yield u> a conqueil, or retain it, as he fees bert; 
but i deny, for the reafons above hinted at, that he can impofe 
what terms he pleafes, or that he can arbitrarily change the 
law or political form of its government. I think he may 
agree, upon the capituLiion, that the conquered people (hall 
\o;itinue to enjoy their ancient religion and laws, and even 
t;;’ • tmift be fub modo ; but I deny that he could, by his own 
c.Uchoriiy, grant thefc things after the capitulation ; for that 
would amount to an exercife of independent fovereignty. The 
fahacyof Lord Mansfield’s argument, proceeds from an endeavour 
to contound the king’s civil and military characters, and to 
perpetuate in the chief executive magirtrate, the vart powers 
with which it is neceilary to invert the generalifiimo of the 
armies, during the continuance of military operations. The 
moment thefe operations ceafe, he refumes his civil character, 
and in that character no man will venture to aflert that, as king 
of Great Britain, he has the prerogative of being a defpot in 
any part of his dominions. 

“ With refpedl: to the cafes of Ireland, Wales, and Berwick, 
even taking them precilely as Le d Mansfield puts them, I 
think they do not weigh a feather in the argument. Thole 
cafes happened long before the Englilh conftitution had re¬ 
duced itfelf to its prefent form, confequcntly, before the rights 
of the people were afeertained and defined as they exirt at 
prefent. If a few inftances of the exercife of arbitrary power 
by the ancient kings of England, are to be received as decifive 
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cafes, to (hew what are the powers of the crown at this day,. 
I think it would be no very difficult talk to find authorities,. 
even as low down as the reigns of the Plantagenets and 
Stuarts, to prove that the Britilh government ought to he a. 
pure delpotifm! 
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St. VINCENT and its DEPENDENCIES, 


AND* 

D OM I N I C A. 


T HE civil hiftory of thefe Illands may be comprised with¬ 
in a narrow compafsjfor the fovereignty of them having 
teen long an objeit of difpute between the crowns of Great 
Britain and France, the rightful pofl'effors, the Charaibes, de¬ 
rived that fecurity from the reciprocal envy and avarice of the 
contending parties, which they might have expected in vain 
from their juftice and humanity. As both St. Vincent and 
Dominica were included, with many other illands, in the Earl 
of Carlifle’s patent, it is not wondetful that attempts were 
made, at different times, to bring them under the Englifh do¬ 
minion. Thefe attempts the French conftantly oppofed, with 
defign, it was urged, fecretly and furreptitioufly to occupy the 
Iflands themfelves j and their conduit towards the Charaibes 
on other occafions feems to juftify the fuggeftion. 


CHAP, 

in. 


But,- 
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' HL themfelves with fuch effedt, that the Englifh were compelled 
to relinquilh all hopes of obtaining thefe Iflands by force;— 
for by the treaty of Aix la Chapelle (1748) St. Vincent, Do¬ 
minica, St. Lucia, and Tobago, were declared neutral, and the 
ancient proprietors (ftich as remained of them) were at length 
left in unmolefted pofleffion. 

The difputes and hoftilities which thele attempts of the 
Englifh on the one hand, and rtlidance of the French on the 
other, gave rife to, in this part of the world, are no longer in- 
terefting, and therefore need not be brought again to remem¬ 
brance. The depravity and injuftice of mankind are at all 
times fubjedts of unpleafing fpeculation; but the fubfequent 
conduit of both nations, refpedting the Iflands which they had 
declared neutral, is too remarkable tq be overlooked, even if 
hiflorical precifton did not, as in the prefent cafe it does, re¬ 
quire me to relate the circumftances attending it. 

The treaty of neutrality was no fooner concluded, than both 
Englifh and French appeared diflatisfied with the arrangement 
which they had made. The latter feem not to have confidered 
until it was too late, that by reftridting the Englifh from the 
occupancy of thofe countries, on the ground of right in a third 
party, they precluded themfelves at the fame time. The En¬ 
glilh, on the other hand, difeovered that, by acceding to the 
compromiie, they had given up St. Lucia, an Ifland worth all 
the reft, and to which it muft be owned we had fome colour¬ 
able pretenfions, founded on a treaty entered into with the Cha- 

raibean 
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raibean inhabitants in 1664, fix hundred of whom attended an 
armament that was font tlf'her by Lord Willoughby, and 
actually put the English pubiick y and formally into pofleffion. 

Both nations being thus alike diffatisfied with an arrange¬ 
ment which left nothin ; to either, it maybe fuppofed, that on 
the conclulion of the .ear wldcS br n.e o it a few years after¬ 
wards, a very different ltip ’lar.on tot k y\\c. The •keneb no 
longer pleaded icruph s on behalf of the v T libes, hut very 
cordially concurred with the Ln^Iilh in dividing th food. By 
the 9th article of the peace ol Pans, figned tl ■: :oth f\ In a.try, 
1763, the three iHands of Dominica, St. Vincent, and Tobago, 
were affigned to Greet Britain ; and : 't. Lucia to France, in full 
and perpetual fovereignty; the Charaibes not being once men¬ 
tioned in the whole tranfatUon, as if no fuch peupe ex it ted. 

They were in truth reduced to a miferable remnrr.t. — Of 
the ancient, or, as they were called by the Engliih, Jit-,I Cha¬ 
raibes, not more than a hundred fared f-s furvived in 176 g nod 
of all their ancient extenlivc poikiiums, thetc poor peaple 
.retained only a mountainous diffricl in the Iffand of St 
Vincent (a). Of this Iffand an* 1 it k; en a neie.s I ihail now 
treat, referring Dominica for a L para to for !:«.>■u 

(a) See the plate annexed, which contains an accutitc .kUutution of a ftnuh 
of tilde poor people Hill cxifting in this ifland, under the patronage .uni protection 
of Sir William Yon Bart, to whom I am pr<-uJ to acknowledge my obligations, 
for the valuable ai/i t nice he has given me in rendering this edition of my work 
lefs unworthy the notice of the pubiick than the former. 
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Section I. 

St. VINCENT. 

“ THE Spaniards (fays Dodlor Campbell) beftowed the 
** name of St. Vincent upon this I(land, becaufe they difeover- 
“ ed it upon the 22d of January, which in their calendar is St. 
h Vincent’s day, but it does not appear that they were ever, 
“ properly fpeaking, in pofTeilion of it; the Indians being very 
numerous here, on account of its being the rendezvous of 
“ their expeditions to the continent.” Unfortunately, how¬ 
ever, neither their numbers, nor the natural flrength of the 
country, exempted them from hoflility. What avarice had in 
vain attempted, accident accomplifhed, by procuring an efta- 
blifhment among them, for a race of people, whom, though at 
firfl beheld by the native Charaibes with contempt or pity, 
they have fince found formidable rivals and mercitefs con¬ 
querors. Thefe people have been long dillinguifhed, how¬ 
ever improperly, by the name of the Black Charaibes. 

Of the origin of thefe intruders, and their ancient connexion 
with the native Charaibes, the bell account that I have been 
§ able 
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able to find is in a fmall treatife of the author above quoted, CHAP. 
(Doctor Campbell) entitled “ Candid and impartial conlidcra- IH. 
tions on the nature of the Sugar-trade,” which being equally * " ^ 

authcntick and curious, I Jfhall prelent to my readers entire; and 
with the lels fcruple, becaufe it con lifts chiefly of an official 
pap>er which cannot be abridged without injury. 

“ In 1672, King Charles thought fit to divide thefe govern¬ 
ments, and by a new commiflion appointed Lord Willoughby 
Governor of Barbadoes, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, and Dominica ; 

Sir William Stapleton being appointed Governor of the other 
Leeward Illcs, and this reparation has fubfifted ever fince, the 
fame Iftands being conftantly inferted in every new Governor’s 
patent. On the demife of Lord Willoughby, Sir Jonathan 
Atkins was appointed Governor of Barbadoes, and the reft of 
thefe Illands, and lb continued till 1680, when he was fuc- 
ceeded by Sir Richard Dutton, who being fent for to England 
in 1685, appointed Colonel Edwin Stcdc Lieutenant Governor, 
who vigoroufiy aflerted our rights by appointing Deputy Go¬ 
vernors for the other Illands ; and particularly fent Captain 
Temple hither to prevent the French from wooding and water¬ 
ing without our permifiion, to which they had been encouraged 
by *he inattention of the former Governors ; perlifting lleadily 
in this conduct, till it was fignified to him, as we have had oc- 
cafion to remark before, that the king had figned an abt of 
.neutrality, and that ccmmifiioncrs were appointed by the two 
courts, to fettle all differences relative to thele Illands. 

** Some years after, a fliip from Guinea, with a large cargo 
Vol. I. 3 E oi 
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of ll.i \ cs, was either wrecked or run on ill ore upon the Illand of 
St. Vincent, into the woods and mountains of which great 
numbers of the negroes eleaped fJ. Here, whether willingly 
or unwillingly is a little uncertain, the Indians differed them to 
remain, and partly by the acceilion of runaway Haves from Bar- 
hadocs, partly by the children they had by the Indian women, 
they became very numerous; fo that about the beginning of 
the current century they conftrained the Indians to retire into 
the north-weft part of the illand. Thel'c people, as may he 
rcafbnably fiippoled, were much difilitisfied with this treatment; 
and complained of it occationally both to the Englifh and to the 
French, that came to wood and water amongll them. The 
latter at length fuffered themfelves to be prevailed upon to at¬ 
tack thefe invaders, in the cauic of their old allies; and from a 
perfuafion that they fhould find more difficulty in dealing with 
thefe Negroes, in cafe they were fuffered to ftrengthen them- 
felves, than with the Indians. Alter much deliberation, in the 
year 1719, they came with a confiderablc force from Martinico, 
and landing without much oppofition, began to burn the Negro 
huts and deftroy their plantations, fuppofmg tliat the Indians 
would have attacked them in the mountains, which if they had 
done, the blacks had probably been extirpated, or forced to 
fubmit and become ilaves. But either from fear or policy, the 
Indians did nothing, and the Negroes falling in the night, and 
retreating to inacceffible places in the day, deftroyed fo many of 
the French, (amongft whom was Mr. Paulian, major of Mar¬ 
tinique, who commanded them) that they were forced to re- 

fa,) I am informed by Sir William Young, who is perfectly well acquainted 
with thefe people, that they were originally a race of Mmociy a tribe or nation from 
lure Bight of Benin, 

tire. 
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tire. When by this experiment they were convinced that 
force would not do, they had rccourfe to fair means, and by 
dint of perfualions and prelents, patched up a peace with the 
Negroes as well as the Indians, from which they received great 
advantage. 



“ Things were in this fituation when Captain Uring came 
with a coniiderable armament to take poffeffion of St. Lucia 
and this Jiland, in virtue of a grant from our late fovereign King 
George I. to the late Duke of Montague. When the French 
had diflodged this gentleman, by a lupcrior force from St. 
Lucia, he lent Captain Braithwaite to try what could be done 
at the Ifland ot St. Vincent, in which he was not at all more 
fuccefsful, as will beft appear from that gentleman’s report to 
Mr. th ing, which, as it contains feveral curious cireumitances 
relative to the country, and to the two independent nations 
who then inhabited it, belongs properly to this fubjcct, and 
cannot but prove entertaining to the reader. The paper is 
without date, but it appears from Mr. thing's memoirs that 
this translation happened in the fpring of the year 1723.” 


“ T II E R E V O R T. 

*n 

“In purfuance of a relolution in council, and your order for 
** lo doing, the day you failed witli his ’Grace’s colony for An- 
“ tego, I failed with the Griffin Hoop, in company with his 
“ Majelly’s Ihip the Winchellca, to St. Vincent. We made 
** the ifland that night, and next morning run along lliore, and 
<( law feveral Indian huts, but as yet no Indians came off to us, 
“ nor could we get afliore to them, by realbn there was no 

3 E 2 “ ground 



396 


HISTORY OF THE' 


BOOK 

III. 


“ ground to anchor in. Towards the evening, two Indians 
“ came on board, and told us, we might anchor in a bay to 
“ leeward, and when we were at anchor they would bring 
** their General onboard.' Here we came to an anchor in deep 
“ water, and very dangerous for the Hoop. One, whom they 
** call General, came on board, with leveral others, to the num- 
** ber of twenty-two. I entertained them very handfomely, 
** and made the Chief forne trifling prefents, but found he was 
“ a perfon of no confequence, and that they called him Chief 
“ to get fome preient from me. Here two of the Indians were 
“ fo drunk tliey would not go alhore, but ftaid on board fome 
** days, and were well entertained. After this, little winds and 
“ great currents drove us off for fcveral days ; but at laft, we 
came to an anchor in a lpacious bay, to leeward of all the 
u ifland, the draught of which I ordered to be taken by our 
“ furveyor, for your better underftanding the place, being the 
“ only one where a fettlement could be made. The fliip and 
“ floop were fcarce come to anchor, before the flrand of the 
“ Ihore was covered with Indians, and among them we could 
“ difeover a white, who proved to be a Frenchman. I took 
** Captain Watfon in the boat with me, with a Frenchman, 
“ and immediately went alhore. As foon as I came amongft 
** them, I afked them, why they appeared all armed ? For every 
“ man had cutlafles, fome had muiquets, piftols, bows and 
“ arrows, &c. They witli very little ceremony inclofed me, 
u and carried me up the country about a mile, over a little 
“ rivulet, where 1 was told I was to fee their General. I found 
“ him fitting amidft a guard of about a hundred Indians, thofe 
“ neareft his per&n had mufquets, the reft bows and arrows, 

“ and 
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** and great fdencc. lie ordered me a feat, and a Frenchman CHAP. 
iC flood at his right hand, for an interpreter; lie demanded of L ***• 

“ me, what brought me into his country, and of what nation? 

“ I told him Englifh, and I was put in to wood and water, as 
“ not caring to lay any thing clfe before the Frenchman ; but 
“ told him if lie would be plealed to come on board our fhips r 
“ I would leave Englifhmen in hoftage for him and thole he 
“ fliould be pleated to bring with him ; but I could not prevail 
“ with him cither to come on board, or fuller me to have wood 
f< and water. He laid he was informed we were come to force 
“ a fettlement, and we had no other way to remove that jea- 
“ loufy but to get under fail. As foon as I found what influence 
“ the Frenchman’s company had upon them, I took my leave, 

** after making fuch replies as I thought proper, and returned 
“ to my boat under a guard. When I came to the fliore, I 
“ found the guard there were increafcd by a number of Ne- 
“ groes, all armed with fuzees. I got in my boat, without any 
“ injury, and went on board to Captain Orme, and told him 
“ my ill fuccefs. 

** Immediately after, I tint on lhore the (hip’s boat with 
“ a mate, with rum, beef and bread, &c. with fume cutlafles, 

** and ordered a Frenchman wlio went with the mate, to delirc 
“ the guard to conduit them to their General, and to tell him, 
u that though he denied me the common good of water and a 
*• little u{clels wood, neverthelefs I had lent him fuch refrelli- 
“ ments as our lliips afforded. Our people found the French- 
“ man gone, and that then the Indian General feemed pleated, 

“ and received what was fent him, and in return fent me bows- 
44 and arrows.’’ 


**■ Oua 
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“ Our people had not been long returned before their Gene- 
“ ral lent a canoe, with two chief Indians, who fpoke very 
** good French, to thank me for mv prefents, and toafk pardon 
“ ior Ills redding me wood and water, and allured me I might 
“ have what I plcafed ; and they li.nl orders to tell me, if I 
“ plcafed to go alhorc again, they were to remain hoflages for 
“ my civil treatment. I lent tliem on board the man of war, 
“ and with Captain Watfon went on Ihore. [ was well rcceiv- 
“ ed, and conducted as before. Tint now I found the brother 
“ of the chief of the Negroes was arrived, with five hundred 
“ Negroes, moil armed with fu zees. They told my interpre- 
“ ter they were allured we were come,to force a fettlement, or 
■** elfe they would not have denied me what they never before 
“ denied any Englifh, viz. wood and water: But, if I pleafed, I 
** might take in what I wanted under a guard. Finding them 
*« in lb good a humour, I once more introduced the defire I had 
“ to entertain them on board our fliips, and with fome diflicul- 
“ ty prevailed with them, by leaving Captain Watfon on lliore 
“ under their guard as a hoitage. I carried them on board 
“ the King’s fhip, where they were well entertained by Captain 
“ Orme, who gave the Indian General a fine fuzee of his own, 
“ and to the Chief of the Negroes fomething that pleafed him. 
“ Captain Orme allured him of the friendlliip of the King of 
“ England, &c. The Negroe Chief fpoke excellent French, 
“ and gave anlwcrs with the French compliments. After- 
ft wards I carried them on board the Duke’s lloop, and after 
u opening their hearts with wine, for they fcorned to drink 
“ rum, I thought it a good time to tell them my commifiion, 
“ and what brought me on their coaft. They told me it was 

** well 
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“ well I had net mentioned it nlhorc, for their power could 
“ not have protected me ; that it was impoffihle ; the Dutch 
“ had before attempted it, but were glad to retire. They like- 
“ wife told me, two French Hoops had, the day before we came, 
“ been amongft them, gave them arms and ammunition, and 
“ all a red them of tiro whole force of Martinico for their pro- 
“ te<!tion agninft us. They told them alfo, that they had drove 
“ us from St. Lucia, and that now we were come to endeavour 
“ to force a fettlement there ; and, notwithstanding all our 
“ fpecious pretences, when we had power, we jfhould enflavc 
“ them; but declared they would truft no Europeans ; that 
“ they owned themfelvcs under the protection of the French, 
“ but would as foon oppofe their fettling amongft them, or any 
“ aCl of force from them, as us, as they had lately given an cx> 
“ ample, by killing feveral; and they further told me, it was 
“ by very large prefents the French ever got in their favour 
“ again ; but they rcfolved never to put it in the po wer of any 
“ European to hurt them. They advifed me to think what 
“ they faid was an add of fricn.hhin. This being all I could 
“ get from them, I difmitfed them w:m litch preients as his 
“ Grace ordered for that fervice, vhh -a difeharge of cannon, 


“ and received in return as regui.' 


fmail lliot 


“ ever heard. In the night the Wi a drove from her 

“ anchors, which as foon as I perceived, and ha 1 received 
“ Captain Watfon from the ihorc, I got under fail, ana dood 
u to the man of war.” 


C H A P. 

nr. 


Such is the hiftory of a very weak and fruitless attempt 
which was made, under the authority of the Britilh govern¬ 
ment. 
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ment, to obtain poftefflon of this ifland in the year 1723 : an 
interval of forty years fucceeds, in which I find no occurrence in 
its hiftory that defervtjs recital. The country became d, theatre 
of favage hoftilities between the Negroes and the Charaibes, in 
which it is believed that the former were generally victorious ; 
it is certain that they proved fo in the end, their numbers, in 
1763, being computed at two thoufand; whereas of the red or 
native Charaibes, there were not left (as hath already been ob- 
ferved) more than one hundred ftmilies, and moil of thefe, if i 
am rightly informed, are by this time exterminated. It is how¬ 
ever worthy of remark, that the African intruders have adopted 
moll of the Charaibcan manners and cuftoms ; among the reft, 
the practice of flattening the foreheads of their infants, as de- 
feribed in the flrft part of this work, and perhaps it was chiefly 
from this circumftance that they acquired the appellation of the 
black Charaibes, 

The flrft mealure of the Englifh government in refpeCt 
to this ifland, after the peace of Paris, was to difpofe of the 
lands —I dare not fay to the beft advantage; for no lefs than 
24,000 acres, being more than one-fourth part of the whole 
country, were gratuitoufly aftigned over to two individuals (a). 
The remainder was ordered to be fold for the benefit of the 
publick, and 20,538 acres were accordingly difpofed of by auc¬ 
tion for the furji of £.162,854. 1 is. yd. fterling (b). As nearly 

one 

(u) Mr. Swinburne had twenty thoufand acres, and General Monckton four 
thoufand. 

(b) The Lords of the Trcafury fixed a minimum, below which no land could 
•|>e told, which was 5 fterling per acre for every acre of cleared land, and twenty 
$ ftiillmgs 
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•ne half the country was judged unfit for any profitable cul- CHAP, 
tivation, thefe grants and fales comprehended all the lands. III. 
of any kipd of value, from one end of the ifland to the other. — - p 
The commiilloners indeed were directed not to furvey or dif- 
pofe of any of the lands inhabited or claimed by the Charaibes, 
until they ihould receive further inftrudtions from the crown; 
but as it was impoffible to afcertain how far the claims of 
thefe people extended', the furvey alone was poftponed, and 
the fales were fuffered to proceed, to the amount that I have 
mentioned ; no doubt being entertained by the feveral pur- 
chafcrs, that the Britifh government would ratify the a< 5 bs of its 
commifiioners, and put them into pofleffion of the lands which 
they had bought, without any regard to the claims of the Cha¬ 
raibes of either race j which in truth were confidered as of no 
confequence or validity. 

» 

By what arts of perfuafion the Britifh government was in¬ 
duced to give its fan&ion and fupport to the meafures which 
followed, it is now ufelefs to enquire ; but pofterity will learn 
with indignation, that the fales and allotments I have men- 

{hillings for every acre in wood, and the principal conditions of fale were thefe, 
t( that every purchafer fhould pay down twenty per cent, of the whole pure hale 
money, together with fix-pence fterling_p/r acre, for the expence of furveying the 
land, and that the remainder of the purchafe money fhould be fecured by bonds; 
to b« paid by equal inftalmentS in the fpace of five years next after the date of the 
grant. That each purchafer ihould keep on the lands fo by him purchafed, one 
white man, or two white women, for every hundred acres of land, as it became 
cleared, for the purpofe of cultivating the fame; or in default thereof, or non¬ 
payment of the remainder of the purchafe money, the lands were to be forfeited to 
the crown.” Some of the lands fold extravagantly high, as far as fifty pounds fter- 
ling per acre. 

Vo l. L 3 F 
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tioncd, gave rife to a war with the Charaibes, in the courfe 
of which, it became the avowed intention of government to 
exterminate thofe miferable people altogether, or, by conveying 
them to a barren ifland on the coal): of Africa, confign them 
ovf r to lingering deftrudtton. By repeated protefts and repre- 
fentations from the military officers employed in this difgrace- 
f»l bufinefs, and the dread of parliamentary enquiry, admini- 
ftration at length thought proper to defift, and the Charaibes, 
after furrendering part of their lands, were permitted to enjoy 
the remainder unmolefted, and they pofleft them, I believe, 
to this hour. 

On the 19th of June 1779, St. Vincent’s fhared the common 
fate of moft of the Britifh Weft Indian pofieffions, in that un¬ 
fortunate war with America, which fwallowed up all the re- 
fources of the nation, being captured by a fmall body of troops 
from Martinico, confifting of only four hundred and fifty men, 
commanded by a Lieutenant in the French navy. The black 
Charaibes however, as might have been expedted, immediately 
joined the enemy, and there is no doubt that the terror which 
feized the Britifh inhabitants, from an apprehenfion that thofe 
people would proceed to the moft bloody enormities, contributed 
to the very eafy vidtory which was obtained by the invaders; for 
the ifland furrendered without a ftruggle. The terms of capi¬ 
tulation were favourable, and the ifland was reftored to the do¬ 
minion of Great Britain by the general pacification of 1783. 
It contained at that time fixty-one fugar eftates, five hundred 
acres in coffee, two hundred acres in cacao; four hundred in 
cotton, fifty in indigo, and five hundred in tobacco, befides 

land 
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land appropriated to the railing provifions, fuch as plantains, CHAP, 
yams, maize, &c. All the reft of the country, excepting the 
few fpots that had been cleared from time to time by the Cha- 
raibes, retained its native woods, and moft of it, I believe, con¬ 
tinues in the fame ftate to the prefent hour. 


St. Vincent’s contains about 84,000 acres, which are 
every where well watered, but the country is very generally 
mountainous and rugged j the intermediate vallies, however, 
are fertile in a high degree, the foil confiding chiefly of a fine 
mold, compofed of fand and clay, well adapted for fugar. The 
extent of country at prefent pofleffed by Britifti fubje&s is 
23,605 acres, and about as much more is fuppofed to be held 
by the Charaibes. All the remainder is thought to be inca¬ 
pable of cultivation or improvement 

The Ifland, or rather the Britilh territory within it, is di¬ 
vided into five parilhes, of which only one was provided with 
a church, and that .was blown down in the hurricane of 1780 : 
whether it is rebuilt I am not informed. There is one town, 
called Kingfton, the capital of the illand, and the feat of its 
government, and three villages that bear the name of towns, 
but they are inconfiderable hamlets, confiding each of a few 
houfes only. 

But the publick eftablifhment that reflects the grcateft 
honour on St. Vincent’s is its celebrated botanick garden, un¬ 
der the provident and well directed care of Mr. Anderfon. 
It confifts of 30 acres, of which no lefs than fifteen are in 
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cies of the vegetable world, which the hand of nature has be¬ 
llowed on thele illands for ufe and beauty, for food and luxury, 
but all'o with many valuable exoticks from the Eaft Indies, 
and South America.—If it be furpafl’ed in this latter refpedt, 
by the magnificent garden of Mr. Eaft (c) y it claims at leaft 
the honour cf feniority, and does infinite credit both to its 
original founders and prefent directors. 

In the frame of its government and the adminiftration of 
executive juftice, St. Vincent, leems to differ in no refpe<Sl from 
Grenada.—The council confift of twelve members, the aflem- 
bly of feventeen. The Governor’s falary is two thoufand 
pounds fterling, one half of which is raifed within the illand, 
the other half is paid him out of the Exchequer of Great Bri¬ 
tain. 


The military force confifts at prefent of a regiment of in¬ 
fantry, and a company of artillery, fent from England ; and a 
black corps raifed in the country—-but provided for, with the 
former on the Britilh eftablifhment, and receiving no additional 
pay from the ifland. The militia confifts of two regiments of 
foot, ferving without pay of any kind. 

The number of inhabitants appears, by the laft returns to 
government, to be one thoufand four hundred and fifty Whites, 
and eleven thoufand eight hundred and fifty-three Negroes. 


(f) In Jamaica. See p. 197. 
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Of/ the labour of thefe -people I have no other means of 
{hewing the returns, than from the Infpedtor General’s account 
of thcVxports from this ifland for* 1787, a table of which, as 
in the cafe of the other iflands, is fubjoihed. In this table, 
however, I conceive is comprehended the produce of the fe- 
veral iflands dependant on the St. Vincent government, viz. 
Bequia, containing 3,700 acres, a little ifland, valuable from 
the commodioufnefs ©f its fine harbbur, called Admiralty Bay; 
Union, containing 2,1 50 acres ;. Canouane, containing 1,777 
acres;, and M-uftique, containing about 1,200 acres- (d) the 
Negroes employed in the cultivation of thefe iflands (in num¬ 
ber about 1,400) being,, I believe, included in the 11,853 be— 
fore mentioned. 

(d) There are jikewife the little Iflots of Petit Martinique, Petit St. Vincent, 
Maillereau, and Ballefcau, each of which produces a-little cotton. 
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of the cultivable lands were ordered to be fold on tta fame 
conditions as thole of St. Vincent, by commiffioners nominated 
for that purpofe, and no lefs than 94,346 acres (comprehending 
one half of the ifland) were accordingly difpofed of by auction, 
in allotments from fifty to one hundred acres, yielding the fum 
of ^.312,092. 11/. 1 <4 fterling money (g). 

It does not however appear that the purchafes thus made by 
Britifh fubjefts have anfwered the expectation of the buyers; 
for the French inhabitants of Dominica are Hill more numerous 
than the Englifh, and poffefs the moil valuable coffee planta¬ 
tions in the ifland, the produce of which has hitherto been 
found its moil important flaple. They differ but little, in 
manners, cuftoms, and religion, from the inhabitants of the 
other French iflands in the Weft Indies, and their priefts have 
been hitherto appointed by fuperiors in Martinico j to the go¬ 
vernment of which ifland, and to the laws of their own nation* 
they coirfider themfelves to be amenable. 

I am forry hiftorical juftice obliges me to obferve, that the 
liberal conduit of the Britifh government towards thefe peo- 


lum of two (hillings fterling per annum , for every acre of land, of which the 
leafe (hould confift.” And further, “ that they (hould not fell or difpofe of their 
lands, without the confent or approbation of the governor, or commander in chief 
of that ifland, for the time being.” This indulgence however did not extend to 
more than three hundred acres of land occupied by each French lubjeft. 

(g) No perfon was allowed to purchafe, either in his own name, or in the name 
of others, in truft for him, more than three hundred acres, if in Dominica, or five 
hundred acres if in St. Vincent. 
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pic, a/ter they became adopted fubjedls, did not meet with that CHAP, 
grateml return from them, which, for the general interefls of . , 

mankmd, ought to be religioafly manifested on fuch occafions. 


At the commencement of the hopelefs and deftru&ive war 
between G eat Britain and ho ’doilies in North America, the 
iflnd of O ndiiica was in * hjuriihmg haution. The port of 
Rofem havi ig been thclar d a free port by act or parliament, 
was reft * wi to by trad'ny veflels from mod parts of the foreign 
Weft '■ ii i w ell as fiom America. The French and 
Sp -.i-nos ,■ ichafed great numbers of Negroes there for the 
fc \ f Jr f* lettlemcnts, together with vaft quantities of 
th; k e -ch.in ! zc and in.mufailures of Great Britain; payment 
foi . .1 . bi. ii wo made chiefly in bullion, indigo, and cotton, 
ana < .rphted in mules and cattle; articles of prime neceflity 
to he philter (h). 


Thus tin .blind, though in itlelf certainly not fo fertile as 
fome other S * ii; extent in its neighbourhood, was becoming 
very rapid^ a c; .ony of confl 1 "\ible importance ; but unfortu¬ 
nately it wanted that prete Hon, which alone could give its 
pofledions liability ard vaiue. 

To thofe who nooi'eft the trant^h rage, with which all the 
faculties and means of Qreat Britain were dire:ted towards, and 
applied in, the fubjugation of America, the utter dilregard which 

(h) Rofeau Is ftill a frcc-port, but the relhicYions and regulations of the late 
a£ are to rigid, that foreigners have no encouragement to iclort to it, and, fmee 
fome late feizurcs, COiliider the law as a laare to invite them to ruin. 

Vol. I. 3 G 
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was imnifeiVd by the then adminiftratico towards the fcpt=; ,ty 
of this and the other British illands in the Weft Indies^ t* • y 
not perhaps be matter of furprile; but it ill hereafter be 
tea ret ly believed, lint the whole regular force allotted, during 
the height ef the war, f r the protection of Dominica, confifted 
of’ no more than fx (•dicers and ninety-four privates! This 
ihatneful neglcit \va> tlie more remark-ble, as this iiland, from 
its local Situation, between Martinicoand Guadaloupe, is thebeft 
calculated of all the polUTious of Great Britain in that part 
of the world, for fecuring to Iter the dominion of the Charri- 
bean lea. A few Ships of war ftationed at Prince Rupert’s Bay, 
would effectually ft op all intercourse of the French fettlements 
with each other, as not a vcilel can pafs, but is liable to cap¬ 
ture by ftiips cruizing off that bay, and to windward of the 
island. This indeed was discovered when it was too late. 


It is probable that this, and the other circumftances which 
I have recounted, namely, the growing profperity of the colony, 
and the criminal inattention of the British Miniftry towards its 
fecurity, had already attracted the vigilant rapacioufnefs of the 
French government; but it is aflerted, that many of the inha¬ 
bitants within the colony, who had formerly been fubjetfts of 
France, fcrupled not, on the firft intimation of hoftilities hav¬ 
ing been commenced in Europe, in the year 1778, to invite an 
attack from Martinico. Proof of this may not perhaps eafily 
be made, but it is certain that their fubfequent conduct gave 
too much caufe for fuch a fufpicion. 

On Monday, the 7th of September, in that year, a French 
8 armament. 
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armament, con lifting of a forty-gun fliip, three frigates, and 
about flirty fail of armed Hoops and fchooncrs, having on board 
upwards of two thoufand regular troops, and a lawlefs banditti 
of volunteers, about half that number, appeared off the ifland, 
under the command of the Marquis de Bouille, governor of 
Martinico, and general of the French Windward Weft-Indian 
I (lands. Part of the troops having foon afterwards landed 
without oppofition, the enemy proceeded to the attack of Fort 
Cafhacrou, the chief defence of the ifland, and in which a de¬ 
tachment of the regulars was ftationed. This fort was built on 
a rock, abcut three hundred feet in perpendicular height, fur- 
rounded on three lidcs by the fea, and was confidered fo very 
defenfible, that it was fuppofed a few hundred men, well pro¬ 
vided, would maintain it againft as many thoufands. Great 
therefore was the aftonifhment of the Ensftilh in the town of 

O 

Roleau, in perceiving, by the French colours flying on it, that 
this fort had furrendered without refinance; but, ftrange as 
it may feem, the cafe appeared afterwards to be, that fome of 
the French inhabitants had infinuated themlelves into the fort 
a few nights before, and having intoxicated with liquor the 
few foldiers that were there on duty, had contrived to fpike 
up the cannon. 

Having thus made themfelves mailers of Fort Cafhacrou,. 
the enemy landed their whole force about noon, and began their 
march for the town, which was defended by Fort Melville, and 
three other batteries; but unfortunately thefe batteries were ill 
provided, and worfe manned. The whole number of the 
militia did not exceed one hundred; for but few of the French 

3 G 2 inhabitants 
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inhabitants thought proper to afiemble, and of thofe tha,t made 
their appearance, many withdrew thcmfelves again, and were 
no more feen until after the ifland had lurrendered. / 

The fmall force however that was collected, behava! with 
that lpirit and gallantry, which give room to lament that they 
were not better fupported. Three times was the enemy driven 
out of Fort Loubiere, of which they had polTeHed thcmfelves 
in their march, and twice were the colours which they had 
hoifted thereon /hot away. Their comm diary-general, and 
upwards of forty of their foldiers, were killed, and de Bouille 
himfelf had a very narrow cfcape; his fword being fhot away 
from his fide. 

But gallantry was unavailing againft fuch fuperiority of 

numbers ; for about two thoufand of the French having 

Ihortly after gained polleflion of the heights above Roleaii, this 

laft circumftance determined the fate of the illand. The bravery 

of the inhabitants, however, obtained for them ver/ honourable 

* 

terms of capitulation. Befides, being permitted to march out 
with all military honours, they were allowed to retain their 
civil government, and the free cxcrcifc of their religion, laws, 
cufloms, and ordinances j to preferve the adminiltrat on of juf- 
tice in the lame perfons, in whom it was then veiled (ij t and 
to enjoy their poileilions, of what nature foever, unmoLlled ; 

(i) It was iH’julated that the members of the council fhould constitute a 
court of ch..iiceiy, the powers of which wue veiled folely in the governor before 
the furrendcr, 


a privilege 
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a privilege alio which was cxprefsly extended to abf.nt as well 
as reticent proprietors. 


C II A P. 
ill. 


Dk Bouillk having thus completed his conqucjl, departed 
for Martinico j leaving the Marquis Dechilh ;,u command rr in 


i- 

chief of Dominica, wdiofe condirii, during lorew that lie 
continued in the ifland, is faid to have been fu wanteniv op- 

> r 


prelTive and tyrannical, that we are leit to wonder at the patient 
long-fullering and forbearance of the people under his govern¬ 
ment, in fubmitting to h for half the time. 


Ills firft meafure was to difarm the Enghfn inhabitants, and 
diftribute their arms among the runaway Negroes, with whom 
lie actually entered into an engagement for their ailiitance, if 
wanted. He illued a proclamation, forbidding the English to 
affcmble together more than two in a place, under the penalty 
of military execution, and he commanded the centinels to fhoot 
them if they palled in greater numbers. He'ordered that no 
lights fhould be feen in their houfes after nine o’clock at night, 
and that no Engiifli perfon fliould prefume to walk the ftreets 
after that hour, without a candle and lanthorn. Mr. Robcit 
How, an Engiifli merchant, ai d owner of a fliip then in 
the bay, attempting to go on board his own veil'd after that 
hour, was 0 cj dead in the attempt, ami the centinel who killed 
him was railed to a higher flat ion in ids regiment for having 
thus (as the governor exprelfcd it) done Us duty . 


So very apprehenfive was this governor that the Englifh in¬ 
habitants were forming deiigns to retake the iiland, that every 
6 letter 
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letter of theirs was opened for his infpetfion before it was de¬ 
livered. And, deeming this meafure infuilieient to furnilh him 
with the knowledge of their private tranfa&ions, he adopted 
the pradicc of going himfelf in difguife, or employing others 
who better knew the Englifh language, in order to liflcn at 
their doors and windows in the night-time, to the conversation 
which pafifed in domcftick intercourfe. 

He repeatedly threatened to fet fire to the town of Rofeau, in 
cafe the Iiland fhould be attacked, and, though this was never 
attempted by the F.nglilh forces, yet that town was fet fire to 
by the French foldiers, who, there is every realon to fuppole, 
did it by the governor’s private orders. This fuppofition was 
flrongly corroborated by his behaviour on the night of that 
melancholy event, at which he himfelf was prefent the heft 
ptfrt of the time, like another Nero feemingly diverted with the 
feene, and would not allow his foldiers to afiift in extinguishing 
the flames (lave only in houfes that belonged to the French in¬ 
habitants) but permitted them to pillage the fufferers. 

This fire happened the evening of Eafter Sunday, 1781, 
by which upwards of five hundred houfes were confumed in a 
few hours } and a vaft quantity of rich merchandize and 
cffe&s deflroyed, to the value of wo hundred thoufand pounds 
Herling. 

While the wretched inhabitants were thus groaning under 
domeftick defpotifm, they had no refburces from without. Their 
trade was entirely cut off, infomuch, that during five years and 

three 



W E S T INDIES. 


4*5 


three months, the time that the iflam! of Dominica was in pof- C H A P.; 
fefiion of the French, it was reported to bv no vetli Is from hi. 

I w _p 

Old Fiance, nor was any of its produce exported to tin king- 
dom; but part of it was nnt in neutral bottoms to the Dutch 
Ifland of St. Euftatius, before its capture by Admiral Rodney; 
and from thence it was exported to England, under the mold 
extravagant expences and lofs to the proprietors. 

Other parts of their produce were font in Dutch veffels, 
which were engaged for the purpofe in England, to Rotterdam; 
and after the breaking out of the war with the Dutch, the 
produce of Dominica was lent under imperial colours to 
Ofiend, where the fugar fold from fix to eight pounds fter- 
ling the hogfhead. 

These accumulated diftrelles ended in the abfolute ruin of 
many of the planters, and we are allured, on good authority, 
that no lefs than thirty fugar plantations \vere, in confluence 
thereof, thrown up and abandoned by the proprietors. At 
length, however, the day of deliverance arrived; for, in the 
month of January 1783, Dominica was retlored to the govern¬ 
ment of England. The joy which, on this event, animated the 
bofom and enlightened the countenance of every man, whom 
painful experience, under an arbitrary government, had taught 
to fet a right value on the Britifh conftitution, may be con¬ 
ceived, but cannot be deferibed. The inhabitants were nmv 
reftored to the full enjoyment of their former privileges, under 
a civil eftablifbment, fimilar to thofe of the other Britifh colo¬ 
nies in the Weft Indies, which being hereafter to be deferibed 

at 
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at length, it is unnecefiary to enlarge upon in this place, except 
to obferve, that the kg. dative authority of this ifland is veiled in 
the commander in chief, a council of twelve gentlemen, and 
an aflembly of nineteen members (k ). The few obfervations 
therefore which follow, concerning its prefent Hate and pro¬ 
ductions, will conclude my account. 

D .viiNiCA contains 186,436 acres c-f land j and is divided 
into ten p-rUlies. Tlw to rn of Rofeau is at prelent the capital 
of the ifland, and is lituated in the parith of St. George, being 
about leven leagues from Prince Rupert’s bay. It is on a 
point of land on the S. W. lide of the ifland, which forms 
two bays, viz. Woodbridge’s bay to the north, and Charlotte- 
ville bay to the fouthward. 

Roseau is about half a mile in length, from Charlottc- 
ville to Rofeau river, and mofldy two furlongs in breadth, hut 
lefs in fome parts, being of a very irregular figure. It contains 
not more than five hundred houfes, cxclufive of the cottages 
occupied by Negroes. Before its capture by the French, it 
contained upwards of one thoufand. 

This ifland is twenty-nine miles in length, ami may be 
reckoned fixtecn miles in breadth. It contains many high and 
rugged mountains, interfperfed with fine vallics, and in general 
they appear to be fertile. Several of the mountains contain 

(k) The governor’s falary is one thoufand two hundred pounds fieriing per an¬ 
num cxclulivc of his fees of office, 

unextinguiihed 
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unextinguifhed volcanoes, which frequently difcharge vaft 
quantities of burning fulphur. From thcfe mountains alio 
iiTue fprings of hot water, fome of which are fuppofed to pof- 
fefs great virtue in the cafe of tropical diforders. In fome 
places the water is faid to be hot enough to coagulate an 
egg/'/;. 

Dominica is well watered, there being upwards of thirty 
fine rivers in the Ifland, befides a great number of rivulets. 
The foil, in moft of the interior country, is a light brown- 
coloured mould, and appears to have been wafhed from the 
mountains. Towards the fea-coaft, and in many of the vallies, 
it is a deep, black, and rich native earth, and feems well 
adapted to the cultivation of all the articles of Weft Indian 
produce. The under ftratum is in fome parts a yellow or 
brick clay, in others a ftiff terrace, but it is in moft places 
very ftony. 

I am afraid, however, that the quantity of fertile land is but 
a very fmall proportion of the whole; there not being more than 
fifty fugar plantations at prefent in cultivation, and it is com¬ 
puted, that on an average, one year with another, thole fifty 
plantations do not produce annually more than three thoufand 

(1) In the woods of Dominica are innumerable fwarms of bees, which hive in 
the trees, and produce great quantities of wax and honey, both of which are 
equal in goodnefs to any in Europe. It is precisely the fame fpecics of bee as in 
Europe, and muft have been tranfported thither; the native bee of the Weft 
Indies being a fmaller fpecies, unprovided with ftings, and very different in its 
•tanners from the European. 

Vot. I, 3 H hogllieads 
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BOOK hogfheads of fugar. This is certainly a very fmall quantity of 
III* that article for l'uch an extenfive Ifland, or even for the number 
V ~ J of fugar plantations at pitlftnt. under cultivation, allowing only 

one hundred acres of canes to each. 

. ] c 1, : 

Coffee feems to anfwcr better than fugar, there being 
fomewhat more than two hundred coffee plantations in Domi¬ 
nica, which in favourable' years* have-produced three millions 
of pounds weight. >< •.} - 1 

■ . f I. '.I '■ ■ ■ 

A small part of the lands are alfo applied to the cultiva¬ 
tion bf cacao, indigo, and ginger j and I believe that moll 
of thefe articles-, as well as of the cotton, which are com- 
prehertdfcd in the exports; ate ! obtained from the dominions of 
foreign ftateS in South America, and imported into this ifland 
under the ffee-port law. 

The number of white inhabitants, of all defcriptions and 
ages, appear, by the lafl: returns to government, in 1788, to be 
12 36 ; of free negroes, &c. 445, and of flaves 14,967. There 
are alfo from twenty to thirty families of the ancient natives, 
or Charaibes, properly fo called. They are a very quiet, in- 
offenfive people, /peak a language of their own, and a little 
French, but none of them underltand Englifli (tnj* 

; Such 

(m) A late writer gives the following, account of thefe people i u They arc of a. 
clear copper colour, have long, fleck, black hair their perfons are fhort, ftout,. 
and well made, hut they disfigure their faces by flattening tbei? foreheads in in—, t 
fancy. 'I hey live chiefly by iifliing in the rivers and the fea, or by fowling in 

the 
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Such is the information which I have collected concerning CHAP, 
the civil liiftory and prefent ftate of Dominica, for great part of 
which I am indebted to a late, publication by Mr. Atwood. 

Nothing now remains but to fet forth the particulars and value 
of its productions, which I jfhall adopt, as in other cafes, from 
the return of the Infpedtor General fur the year 1787. 

I 

the woods, in both which purfuits they ufe their bows and arrows with wonder¬ 
ful dexterity. It is faid they will kill 1 the final left bird with an arrow at a great 
diftance, qr transfix a fifh at a confiderablc depth in the fea. They difplay a!fo 
very great ingenuity in making curious wrought panniers or bafkets of filk grafs, 
or the leaves and bark of trees.” 
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CHAP. IV. 


Leeward Charaibean Ijland Government, comprehending St. 
Chrijlophers, Nevis , Antigua , Montferrat, and the Virgin. 
Ijlands.—Civil hijiory and Geographical' Defcrip. ion of each. 
——Table op Exports from each Ijland Jor 1787; aud an 
Account of the Money arifng from the Duty of Four and 
a Half per Cent . Objervations concerning the Decline of the 
Ijlands, which conclude their Hijiory. 


fit AHESE feveral iflands, fmeethe year 1672, have con- 
ftituted one diftinA government; the governor being 
Ailed Captain General of. the Leeward Charaibean Ijlands. He 
vifits each occafion?lly, but his chief feat of reiidence is An¬ 
tigua; the government of each>ifland, in the. abfence of the 
governor-general, being ufually adminiftered by a lieutenant- 
governor, whofe authority is limited to that particular ifland,, 
and where no lieutenant-governor is appointed, the prefident of 
the council takes the command. I (hall treat of them feparate- 
ly, and afterwards combine, in a concise fummary, thofe cir- 
cumdances which arc common to them all. 



Their. civil hidory will be fhort; for in this part of my 
fubjed I have but little to add to the recital of Oldmixon, and. 
other writers,, who have preceded me ; and where novelty is 
wanting, brevity is indifpenfibly requifite. 


Section 



HISTORY OF THE 


432 

Section I. 

St. CHRISTOPHER’S. 

BOOK TIIE ifland of St. Chriftopher was called by its ancient 
' f pofilfiors, the Charaibes, Liamuiga , or the Fertile Hand. 

It was diicovered in November 1493* by Columbus himfelf, 
who was fo picaled with its appearance, that he honoured it with 
his own Chriftian name. But it was neither planted nor pof- 
llfild by the Spaniards. It was, however, (notwithftanding that 
the general opinion aferibes the honour of feniority to Barba- 
does) the eldeft of all the Britilh territories in the Weft Indies, 
and, in truth, the common mother both of the Englilh and 
French fettlements in the Charaibean iflands. The fadt, as re¬ 
lated by an hiftorian (a] t to whole induftry and knowledge I 
have been fo largely indebted in my account of St. Vincent, was 
this, “ In the number of thofe gentlemen who accompanied 
Captain Roger North, in a voyage to Surinam, was Mr. Thomas 
Warner, who making an acquaintance there with Captain 
Thomas Painton, a very experienced feaman, the latter fug- 
gefted how much eafier it would be to fix, and preferve in good 
order, a colony in one of the finall iflands, defpifed and deferted 
by the Spaniards; than on that vaft country, the continent, 

(a) Dr. Campbell. 

+" where. 
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where, for want of fuflicient authority, all things were fallen 
into confufion; and he particularly pointed out for that purpofe 
the ifland of St. Chriftopher. This gentleman dying, Mr. 
Warner returned to England in 1620, refolved to put his friend’s 
project in execution. He accordingly afieciatcd himfelf with 
fourteen other perfons, and with them tcok his paflage on 
board a fhip boundjo Virginia. From thence he and his com¬ 
panions failed iimm. St. Chriftopher’s, where they arrived in 
January 1623, and by the month of September following had 
raifed a good crop of tobacco, which they propofed to make 
their ftaple commodity.” It has been {hewn in a former 
chapter, that the firft actual eftablifliment in Barbadoes, took 
place the latter end of 1624. 


CHAP. 

IV. 


By the generality of hiftorians, who have treated of the af¬ 
fairs of the Well Indies, it is alferted that a party of the French, 
under the command of a perfon of the name of D’Efnambuc, 
took pofleflion of one part of this ifland, on the fame day that 
Mr. Warner landed on the other; but the truth is, that the 
firft landing of Warner and his a liberates happened two years 
before the arrival of D’Efnambuc; who, it is admitted by Du 
Tertre, did not leave France until 1025. Unfortunately, the 
Englifli fettlers, in the latter end of 1623, had their plantations 
demolifhed by a dreadful hurricane, which put a hidden flop to 
their progrefs. In confequence of this calamity, Mr. Winner 
returned to England to implore fuccour; and it was on that 
occafion that he fought and obtained the powerful patronage 
and fupport of James Hay, Earl of Carlifle. This nobleman 
caufed a {hip to be fitted out, laden with all kinds of neccf- 

larics,. 
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BOOK. Cities. It was called the Hopewell j and arrived at St. Chrifto- 
***• pher's on the 18th of May 1624; and thus he certainly pre- 

ferved a fettlcment, which had otherwife died in its infancy. 
Warner himfclf did not return to St. Chriftopher’s until the 
year following. He was then accompanied by a large body of 
recruits, and D’Efnambuc arrived about the fame time* per- 
haps the fame day. This latter was the captain of a French 
privateer j and, having in an engagement wijjj^ Spanifh galleon 
of fuperior ftrength, been very roughly handled, he was obliged, 
after loling feveral of his men, to feek refuge in thefe iflands. 
He brought with him to St. Chriftopher’s about thirty hardy 
veterans, and they were cordially received by the Englifh, who 
appear at this time to have been under fome apprehenfions of 
the Charaibes. Hitherto Warner’s firft colony had lived on 
friendly terms with thefe poor favages, by whom they were 
liberally fupplied with provifions; but having feized on their 
lands, the confcioufnefs of deferving retaliation made the plant¬ 
ers apprebenfive of an attack, when probably none was intended. 
Du Tertre relates, that the French and Englifh receiving Infor¬ 
mation of a projected revolt, concurred in a feheme for feizing 
the confpirators beforehand. Accordingly they fell on the 
Charaibes .by night, and, having murdered in cold blood from 
one hundred to one hundred and twenty of the ftouteft, drove 
all the reft from the ifland, except fuch of the women as 
were young and handiome; of whom, fays the reverend 
hiftorian, they made concubines and flaves. Such is the ac¬ 
count of a contemporary author, Pere Du Tertre, who relates 
thefe tranfadtions with perfedt compofure, as founded on com¬ 
mon ufage, and not unwarrantable in their nature. He adds, 
x that 
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that fuch of the Charaibes a* efcaped the maflacre, having given CHAP, 
the alarm to their countrymen in the neighbouring iflands, a 
large body of them returned foon afterwards, breathing re¬ 
venge ; and now the conflict became ferious. The Europeans, 
however, more from the fuperiority of their weapons, than of 
their valour, became conquerors in the end j [but their triumph 
was dearly purchafed; one hundred of their number having 
been left dead on the held of battle. 


After this exploit, which DuTertre calls a glorious vidlory, 
the Charaibes appear to have quitted altogether this and fome 
of the ftnall iflands in the neighbourhood, and to have retired 
fouthwards. The two leaders, Warner and Defnambuc, about 
the fame time, found it neceflary to return to Europe for the 
purpofe of foliciting fuccour from their refpeCtive nations ; and 
bringing with them the name of conquerors, they fevjerdlly met 
with all pofiible encouragement. Warner was knighted by his 
fovereign, and through the intereft of his noble patron lent back 
as governor in 1626 with four hundred new recruits, amply 
fupplied with neceflaries of all kinds ; while Defnambuc, un¬ 
der the patronage of Richlieu (the minifter of France) projec¬ 
ted the eftabliftiment of an exclufive company for trading to this 
and fome of the other iflands. That minifter concurred with 
Defnambuc in opinion, that fuch an inftitution was beft adapted 
to the purpofes of commerce and colonization ;—an erroneous 
conclufion, which Defnambuc himfelf had foon abundant occa- 
fion to lament; for the French in general either mifunderftood 
or difapproved the project. Subfcriptions came in reluctantly, 
and the lhips which the new company fitted out on this occa- 
iion, were fo wretchedly fupplied with provifions and neceflaries, 
Vol. L 3 I that 
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that of five hundred and thirty-two recruits, who failed from 
France with Deinambuc, in February 1627, the greater part 
periflied mifcrably at lea for want of food. 

The Englifh received the furvivors with com pa {lion and 
kindnels; and for preventing contefls in future about their re- 
fpebtive limits, the commanders of cath nation agreed to divide 
the whole ifland pretty equally between their followers. A 
treaty of partition tor this purpofe was reduced to writing, and 
ligned, with many formalities, on the third of May 1627: it 
comprehended alfo a league defenlive and offenfive; but this 
alliance proved of little avail againft the Spanilh invaflon in 
1629, the circumftunees whereof I have elfewhere related. 
Yet l'urely, unjuitifiable as that attack may be deemed, if the 
conduct of the new lettlers towards the Charaibe* was fucli as 
Du Tertre relates, we have but little caufe to lament over the 
miferies which befel them. The mind exults in the chaflife- 
ment of cruelty, even when the inllrumcnts of vengeance are 
as criminal as the objects of punifliment. 

It may now be thought that thofe of the two nations who 
furvived lb deftrubtive a llorm, had learnt moderation and for¬ 
bearance in the l'chool of adverlity; and indeed for lbme years 
they appear to have lived on terms of good neighbourhood with 
each other; but at length national rivalry and hereditary ani- 
mofity were allowed their full influence, inl'omuch that, for half 
a century afterwards, this little iliand exhibited a difguflful feene 
of internal contention, violence and bloodlhed. It is iinpoflible 
at this time to pronounce with certainty, whether the French or 

the 
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the Englifli were the firfl aggreflors. It is probable that each C H A ]’. 
nation would lay the blame on the other. Wc are told that in 
the firft Dutch war, in the reign of Charles II. the French king 
declaringfor the United States, his fubjcdls in St.Chrifiopher’s, 
difdainingan inglorious neutrality, attacked the Fnglilh planters, 
and drove them out of their nolle (lions 3 which were afterwards, 
by the treaty of Breda, rellored to them. In 1689, in confe- 
quence of the revolution which had taken place in England 
the preceding year, the French planters in this ifland, declaring 
them (elves in the intcrefls of the abdicated monarch, attacked 
and expelled their Englifli neighbours a lccond time, laying 
wafle their plantations, and committing fuch outrages as arc 
unjuflifiable among civilized nations, even in a time of open 
and avowed lioflility. Their conduct on this ocCafion was 
deemed lb cruel and treacherous, that it was alligned by King 
William and Queen Mary among the caufea which induced 
them to declare war againffc the French nation. Even fortune 
herfelf, inclining at length to the iide of juflice, from hencefor¬ 
ward del'erted them ; for, after they had continued about eight 
months folc mailers of the illand, the Englifli under the com¬ 
mand of General Codrington, returning in great force, not only 
compelled the French inhabitants to lui render, but actually 
tranfported eighteen hundred of them to Martinico and Ilif- 
paniola. It is true, that reparation was ilipulated to be made 
them by the treaty of Ryfwick in 1697; .but war again break¬ 
ing out between the two nations in 1702, the French planters 
derived but little advantage from that claufe in their favour. 

They had however, in 1705, the gloomy fatisfablion to be¬ 
hold many of the Englifli polfelTions again laid wafte by a 
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French armrment, which committed fuch ravages, that the 
British* parliament found it neceflary to distribute the fum of 
103,000 among the fufferers> to enable them to re-fetlle 
tfteir plantations. Happily, this was the laff exertion of na¬ 
tional enmity and civil diieord within this little community ; 
for, at the peace of Utrecht, the ifland was ceded wholly to 
the Englifh, and the French poSTeSTions publickly fold for the 
benefit of the English government. In 1733, jf. 80,000 of 
the money w as appropriated as a marriage portion with the 
PrinceSs Anne, who was betrothed to the Prince of Orange. 
Some few of the French planters, indeed, who confented to 
take the oaths, were naturalized, and permitted to retain their 
cSlates. 

Strcir was the origin and progrefs of the British eftablifh- 
ment in the island of St. Christopher. The circumstances 
which attended the French invasion in the beginning of 1782, 
when a garrifon of lefs than one thoufand effective men (in¬ 
cluding the militia) was attacked by eight thoufand of the belt 
difeiplined troops of France, fupported by a Sleet of thirty-two 
Slips of war j the confequent Surrender of the island, after a 
moSl vigorous and noble defence; and its restoration to Great 
Britain by the general peace of 1783^ being within every per- 
fon’s recolledtion, need not be related at large in this work. I 
Shall therefore conclude with the following particulars, which, 
I prefume are Somewhat lefs familiar to the general reader, and. 
their accuracy may be depended on. 

St. Christoiher lies in 17* 15' North latitude, and 
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63* 17' Weft longitude; it is about fourteen leagues in circuit, 
and contains 43,726 acres of land, of which about 17,000 acres 
are appropriated to the growth of fugar, and 4000 to paftu- 
rage. As fugar is the only commodity of any account that is 
raifed, except proviftons and a little cotton, it is probable, that 
nearly one half the yhole ifland is unfit for cultivation. The 
interior part of thev country confifts indeed of many rugged 
precipices, and barren mountains. Of thefe, the loftieft is 
Mount-Mifery (evidently a decayed volcano) which rifes 
3,711 feet in perpendicular height from the fea. Nature, 
however, has made abundant amends for the fterility of the 
mountains, by the fertility the has beftowed upon the plains. 
No part of the Weft-Indies that I have feen, poflefles even 
the fame fpecies of foil that is found in St. Chriftopher’s. It 
is in general a dark grey loam, fo light and porous as to be 
penetrable by the flighted: application of the hoe j and I con- 
eeive it to be tire production of fubterraneous fires, the black 
ferruginous pumice of naturalifts, finely incorporated with a 
pure loam, or virgin mould. The under ftratum is gravel, 
from eight to twelve inches deep. Clay is no whqfe found, ex¬ 
cept at a confiderable height in the mountains. 

■ By what procefs of nature the foil which I have mentioned- 
becomes more efpecially fuited to the production of fugar than 
any other in the Weft Indies, it is neither within my province 
or ability to explain. The circumftance, however, is* un- 
queftionable. Canes, planted in particular fpots, have been 
known to yield 8000 lbs. of Mufcovado fugar from a Angle 
acre. One gentleman, in a favourable feafon made 6,400 lbs- 
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1IJ. return of lais whole cron. Ic is nor however pretended, that 

W—y-—> 1 

the g rented: part, or even a vc:v large proportion of the eane 
land, throughout the iihm.l, is equally productive, 'fhe general 
average produce for a (cries of years is i 6,oco hogfiheads of lix- 
teen cwt. which, as one-half only of th-Cj whole cane land, or 
3,500 acres, is annually cut (the remainder being in young 
canes) gives nearly two hogfheads of fix teen cw x.pcr acre for the 
a.hole of the land in ripe canes; but even tliis is a prodigious 
return, not equalled I imagine by any other fugar country in 
any part of the globe. In Jamaica, though feme of the choiceff 
lands may yield in favourable years two hog (head's of fix teen 
cwt. per acre; the cane land which is cut annually, taken al¬ 
together, does not yield above a fourth part as much. 

I am informed, however, that the planters of St. Chrifto- 
pher’.s are at a great expence for manure; that^they never cut 
ratoon canes (i>)\ and although there is no want in the country 
of fprings and rivulets for the fupport of the inhabitants, their 
plantations %ffer much in dry weather, as the fubllratum does 
not long retain moiflure. 

This iflartd is divided into nine parishes, and contains four 
towns and hamlets, viz. Balfeterre (the prefent capital, as it 
was formerly that cf the French, containing about 800 houfes) 
Sandy-Point, Old Road and Deep Bay. Of thefe, the two firfl 
are ports of entry, eftablifhed by law. The fortifications confift 
of Charles-Fort,-and lirimflone-Hill, both near Sandy Point; 


(b) Ration canes arc (hoots from old roots, as will be fully explained here¬ 
after. 

8 three 
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three batteries at Baflfeterre, one at Fig-tree Bay, another at 
Palmeto- Point, and fome fmaller ones of no great importance. 

The proportion which St. Chriflopher’s contributes, with 
the other illands, towards an honourable provision for the Go¬ 
vernor General, is yf.iooo currency per annum ; which is fet¬ 
tled on him by the sfiembly immediately on his arrival. He 
has belidc.s fome perquiiites ; and in time of war they are conli- 
derable. 

Each ifland within this government has a feparate council, 
and each of them an aflembly, or houfe of reprelentatives. In 
St. Chnidopher’s, the council lhouid confiil of ten members, 
but it is feldom that more than feven are prefent. The houfe 
of aflembly is compoled of twenty-four reprelentatives, of whom 
fifteen make a quorum. 'I he requifite qualincuticn.is a free¬ 
hold of forty acres of land, or a houfe worth forty pounds a 
year. Of the electors, the qualification is a freehold of ten 
pounds per annum. 

The Governor of this, and the other illands in the lame 
government, is chancellor by his office, and in St. Chrillopher’s 
fits alone. Attempts have been made to join fome of the 
council with him, as in Barbadoes; but hitherto without fuc- 
cefs, the inhabitants choofing rather to fabmit to the expenec 
and delay of following the chancellor to Antigua, than fuller 
the inconveniency of having on the chancery bench judges, 
fome of whom it is probable, from their fituation and connec¬ 
tions, may be interefted in the event of every fiut that may 
come before them. 
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In this ifland, as in Jamaica, the jurifdittion of both the 
King’s Bench and Common Pleas, centers in one fuperior court, 
wherein juftice is adminiftered by a chief juftice and four 
puifne judges. The chief is appointed by the crown, the 
others by the governor in the King’s name, and they all hold 
their commifllons during pleafure. Thejoffice of chief judge 
is worth about £. 600. per annum . The emoluments of the 
afliftant judges are trifling. 


The prefent number of white inhabitants is computed at 
4000, and taxes are levied on 26,000 negroes; and there 
are about three hundred blacks and mulattoes of free con¬ 
dition. 


As in the other Britilh iflands in the neighbourhood, all the 
white men from the age of flxteen to fixty are obliged to 
enlift in the militia, and in this ifland they ferve without pay. 
They form two regiments of foot , although the whole number 
of effective men in each regiment feldom exceeds three hun¬ 
dred ; but there is likewife a company of free blacks, and this, 
before the late war, conftituted the whole of the military force 
within the ifland ; the Britiih government refufing to fend 
them troops of any kind. 

Of the wifdom of fuch conduct in Great Britain, the reader 
will be able properly to judge, when he is told, that the natural 
ftrength of this ifland, from the conformation and inequalities 
of its furface, is fuch, that a garrifon of two thoufand effective 
troops, properly fupplied with ammunition and provifions, 

would 
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would in all human probability have rendered it impregnable CHAP, 
to the formidable invafion of 1782. . r 

With St. Chrifropher’s furrendered al£b the i&and of 
Nevis ; from which it is divided only by a fmall channel, and 
of which I (hall ncfv give fome account. 


Section II. 

N E V I S; 

THIS beautiful little fpot is nothing more than a fingle 
mountain, rifing like a cone In an ealy afcent from the fea; 
the circumference of its bale not exceeding eight Englifrt 
leagues. It is believed that Columbus bellowed on it the ap¬ 
pellation of Nieves, or The Snows, from its refemblance to a 
mountain of the fame name in Spain; but it is not an improba¬ 
ble conjecture, that in thole days a white fmoke was feen to 
ilTue from the fummit, which at a diftance had- a fnow-like 
•appearance, and that it derived its name from thence. That 
the illand was produced by lome volcanic explolion, there can 
be no doubt j for there is a hollow, or crater, near the fummit, 
frill vifible, which contains a hot fpring ftrongly impregnated 
with fulphur; and fulphur is frequently found in fubilance, 
in the neighbouring gullies and cavities of the earth. 

Vol. I. 3 K 
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The country is well watered, and the land in general fertile, 
a fmall proportion towards the fummit of the ifland excepted, 
which anfwers however for the growth of ground provifions, 
fuch as yams and other efculent vegetables. The foil is flony; 
the beft is a loofe black mould, on a clay. In feme places, the 
upper flratum is a fliff clay, which require^ labour, but proper¬ 
ly divided and pulverifed, repays the labour bellowed upon it. 
The general produce of fugar (its only ftaple production) is 
one hogfhead of fixteen cwt. per acre from all the canes that 
are annually cut, which being about 4000 acres, the return of 
the whole is an equal number of hogfheads, and this was the 
average fixed on by the French government in 1782, as a rule 
for regulating the taxes. As at St. Chriftopher’s the planters 
feldom cut ratoon canes. 

This ifland, fmall as it is, is divided into five parishes.. It 
contains a town called Charles-Town, the feat of government 
and a port of entry, and there are two other fhipping places, 
called Indian-Caflle and New*-CafUe. The principal fortifica¬ 
tion is at Charles-Town, and is called Charles Fort. The com¬ 
mandant is appointed by the crown, but receives a falary 
from the ifland. 

The government, in the abfence of the Governor-General, 
is adminiflered by the prefident of the council* This board is 
compofed of the prefident, and fix other members. The houfe 
of affembly confifls.of fifteen reprefentatives * three for each 
parifh. 


The 
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The adminiftration of common law is under the guidance c H A P. 
of a chief juftice, and two afliftant judges, and there is an of- IV". 
fice for the regiftry of deeds. v —" v —— J 


The prefent number of white inhabitants is dated to me 
not to exceed fix hundred, while the negroes amount to about 
ten thoufand; a ckfmroportion which necefiarily converts all 
fuch white men as are not exempted by age and decrepitude, 
into a well-regulated militia, among which there is a troop 
confifting of fifty horft, well mounted and accoutred. English 
forces, on the Britifh eftablifhment, they have none. 


The English firft eftablilhed themfelves in this ifland in the 
year 1628, under the protection and encouragement of Sir 
Thomas Warner. Among the different clafles of men, who 
fought to improve their fortunes in St. Chriftopher’s by the pa¬ 
tronage of that cnterprifing leader, it can hardly be prefilmed,, 
that every individual experienced the full gratification of his 
hopes and expectations. In all focieties, there are many who will 
confider themfelves unjuftly overlooked and forgotten. Of the 
companions of Warner’s earlieft voyages, it is probable that 
fome would fet too high a value on their fcrviccs, and of thole 
who ventured afterwards, many would complain, on their ar¬ 
rival, that the beft lands were pre-occupied. To foften and 
temper fuch difcordancy and difquict, by giving full employ¬ 
ment to the turbulent and feditious, fecms to have been‘one of 
the moil important objects of Warner’s policy. Motives of 
this nature induced him, without doubt, to plant a colony in 
Nevis at fo early a period ; and the wifdom and propriety of his 
firft regulations gave ftrength and (lability to the fet dement* 
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in. immediate fucceflor Mr. Lake, under whole admmiftration Ne- 
vis rofe to opulence and importance. “ He was a wife inan, 1 ' 
fays Du Tertre, “ and feared the Lord.’* Making this ifland 
the place of his refidence, it flourifhed beyond example. It is 
faid, that about the year 1640, it poffeffed foj r thoufand whites: 
fo powerfully are mankind invited by th^avantages of a miM 
and equitable fyftem of government 1 Will the reader pardon, 
me, if I obferve at the fame time, that few fituations in life 
could have afforded greater felicity than that of fuch a gover¬ 
nor. Living amidft the beauties of an eternal fpring, beneath 
a fky ferene and unclouded, and in a fpot inexp re {lively beauti¬ 
ful (for it is enlivened by a variety of the moft enchanting 
profpedts in the world, in the numerous iflands which fur- 
round it) but above all, happy in the reflexion that he conci¬ 
liated the differences, adminiftered to the neceffities, and aug¬ 
mented the comforts of thoufands of his fellow creatures, all of 
whom looked up to him as their common father and protestor l 
If there be pure joy on earth, it muft have cxifted in the bo- 
fom of fuch a man ; while he beheld the tribute of love, grati¬ 
tude and approbation towards him in every countenance, and 
whofe heart at the fame time told him that he deferved it. 

I am lorry that I muft prefent the reader with a very differ* 
ent picture, in the account that I am now to give of Antigua., 
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j 

Antigua. 

ANTIGUA is fituated about twenty leagues to the CHAR 
eaftward of St. Chriftopher’s, and was difcovered at the fame IV. 
time with that ifland, by Columbus himfelf, who named it, v ~ ~"»-A 
from a church in Seville, Santa Maria de la Antigua . We are 
informed by Ferdinand Columbus, that the Indian name was 
’Jamaica . It is a Angular circumftance, that this word, which 
in the language of the larger iflands fignified a country abound - 
ing in fprings , fhould, in the dialed: of the Charaibes, have beea 
applied to an ifland that has not a Angle fpring or. rivulet q£ 
frefh water in it. 

This inconvenience, without doubt, as it tendered the 
country uninhabitable to the Charaibes, deterred for fome 
time the European adventurers in the neighbouring iflands 
from attempting a permanent eftabliihment in Antigua; but 
nature prefents few obftacles which the avarice' on induftry of 
civilized man will not endeavour to furmount. The* lands 
were found to be fertile, and it was difcovered that citterns 
might be contrived to hold rain.water (bj. So early as 1632,, 

' (b) The water thus preferved is wonderfully light, pure, and wholefome. 

A-few 
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11 ** j tivation of tobacco. Among thefe was a fon of Sir Thomas 
Warner, whofe defendants ftill poflefs very confiderable pro¬ 
perty in the ifland, one of them (Alhton Warner, Efquire) 
having been, in 1787, prefident of the council, and commander 
in chief in the ab fence of the governor. 

• *' 

But it was chiefly to the enterprifing fpirit and extenfive 

views of Colonel Codrington,. of Barbadocs, that Antigua was 
indebted for its growing pro/perity and fubfequent opulence. 
This gentleman removing to this iiland about the year 1674, 
applied his knowledge in fugar-planting with fuch good effect 
and fuccefs, that others, animated by his example, and aflifted 
by his advice and encouragement, adventured in the fame line 
of cultivation. Mr. Codrington was fome years afterwards 
nominated captain-general and commander in chief of all the 
leeward Charaibean iflands, and, deriving from this appoint¬ 
ment, the power of giving greater energy to his benevolent 
purj>ofes, had foon the happinefs of beholding the good effects 
of his humanity and wifdom, in the flourilhing condition of 
the feveral iflands under his government. 

The prosperity of Antigua was manifefted in its extenfive 
population; for when, in the year 1690, General Codrington 
commanded on the expedition againfl: the French inhabitant? 
of St. Chriftopher’s, as hath been related in the hiftory of that 
ifland, Antigua furniflied towards it no lefs than eight hun¬ 
dred effective men: a quota, which gives room to eftimate the 
whole number of its white inhabitants at that time, at, up- 
wards of five thoufand. 
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Mr. Codrington dying in 1698, was fucceeded in his CHAP, 
government by his fon Chriftopher j a gentleman eminently IV. 
diftinguifhed for his attainments in polite literature ; and who, — J 
treading in the fame paths as his illuftrious father, gave the 
people under his government the promife of a long continuance 
of felicity (c). His adminiftration,however, terminated at the 
end of fix years j for in 1704 he was fupcrfeded (I know not 
on what account) by Sir William Mathews; who dying foon 
after his arrival, the Queen was pleafed to appoint to the 
government of this and- the neighbouring iflands, Daniel Park, 

Efq. a man whofe tragical end having excited the attention 
of Europe, and furnhhed a leffon for hiftory to perpetuate, I 
fhall be excufed for entering famewhat at large into his con- 
dud: and fortune., 

Mr. Park was a native of Virginia, and was diftinguifhed 
for his excefles at a very early time of life. Having married a 
lady of fortune in America, his firil exploit was to rob his wife 
of her money, and then defert her. With this money he came 
to England, and obtained a return to Parliament j but grofs 
bribery being proved againft him, he was expelled the houfe. 

His next adventure was to debauch the wife of a friend, for 
which being profecuted, he quitted England, and made a cam¬ 
paign with the army in Flanders, where he had the fortune. 

(t) He was the author, if I miftake not, of a copy of verfes prefixed tO*Garth's. 

Difpenfary, in which is this beautiful triplet: 

I read thee over with a lover’s eye: 

Thou haft no faults, pr I no faults can fpy$- 

Thou art all beauty j—or all biindnefs 1. 

to 
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to attradt the notice, and acquire the patronage, of the 
Duke of Marlborough.—In 1704, he attended the Duke as 
one of his aides-de-camp, and as fuch, on the event of the 
battle of Hochftct, having been fent by his Grace to England, 
with intelligence of that important vi&ory, he was rewarded 
by the Queen with a purfe of a thoufand guineas, and her 
pidture richly fet with diamonds. Tfce year following, the 
government of the Leeward Iflands becoming vacant, Mr. Park, 
through the intereft of his noble patron, was appointed to fuc- 
ceed Sir William Mathews therein, and he arrived at Antigua 
in July 1706. 

As he was a native of America, and his intereft with the 
Britifh adminiftration was believed to be confiderable, the in¬ 
habitants of the Leeward Iflands, who were probably unac¬ 
quainted with his private charadter, received him with Angular 
refpedt, and the aflembly of Antigua, even contrary to a royal 
inftrudtion, added a thoufand pounds to his yearly income, in 
order, as it was exprefled in the vote, to relieve him from 
the expence offcoufe-rent; a provifion which, I believe, has 
been continued ever fince to his fuccefiors in the govern¬ 
ment. 

The return which Mr. Park thought proper to make for 
this njark of their kindnefs, was an avowed and unreftrained 
violation of all decency and principle. He feared neither God 
nor man; and it was foon observed of him, as it had formerly 
been of another deteftable tyrant, that he Jfcared no man in bis 
Mger, nor woman in his luji . One qf his firft enormities was to 

* debauch 
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debauch the wife of a Mr. Chefter, who was fadtor to the royal 
African company, and the mod confiderable merchant in the 
ifland. Apprehending that the injured liufband might meditate 
revenge, the worthy governor endeavoured to be beforehand 
with him, by adding the crime of murder to that of adultery j 
for Chefter having about this time had the misfortune to kill 
a perfon by accident, his excellency, who had raifed a common 
foldier to the office of provoft-marfhal, brought him to a 
trial for his life j directing his inftrument the provoft-marfhal, 
to impanel a jury of certain perfons, from whom he doubted 
not to obtain Chefter’s convidtion; and the execution of this 
innocent and injured man would undoubtedly have followed, if 
the evidence in his favour had not proved too powerful to be 
overborne; fo that the jury were compelled to pronounce his 
acquittal. 

Another of his exploits was an attempt to rob the Co- 
drington family of the ifland of Barbuda (of which they had 
held peaceable pofleffion for thirty years) by calling on them to 
prove their title before himfelf and his council 5 a meafure 
which gave every proprietor reafon to apprehend that he had 
no fecurity for his pofiefiions but the governor's forbearance. 

He declared that he would fuffer no provoft-marfhal to adt, 
who fhould not at all times fummon fuch juries as he fhould 
diredt. He changed the mode of eledfing members to ferve in 
the affembly, in order to exclude perfons he did not like j and 
not being able by this meafure to procure an affembly to his 
wifh, he refufed to call them together even when the French 
threatened an invfiaon. 

Vol. I. 3 L 
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: He entered the ho life of Mr. Chefter, the perfbn before 

mentioned, with an armed force, and lei zed fcveral gentlemen 
* (feme of them the principal men of the ifland) who were 
there met for the purpofe of good fellowfhip, on fulpicion that 
they were concerting meafures againft himfelf ; mod of whom 
lie lent by his own authority to the common jail, and kept 
them there without bail or trial. 

By thefc, and a thoufand other odious and intemperate pro¬ 
ceedings, the whole country became a party againft him, and 
difpatched an agent to England to lay their grievances before 
the crown, adopting, in the firft inftance, all moderate and legal 
means to procure his removal; but from the delays incident 
to the bufinefs, the people loft all temper, and began to confider 
forbearance as no longer a virtue. More than one attempt was 
made on the governor’s life, in the laft of which he was griev- 
oufly, but not mortally, wounded. Unhappily the furious and 
exafperated ftate of men’s minds admitted of no compromife, 
and the rafh impetuous governor was not of a difpofition ta 
foften or conciliate, if occafion had offered. 

At length, however, inftru&ions came from the crown* 
directing Mr. Park to refign his command to the lieutenant- 
governor, and return to England by the firft convenient op¬ 
portunity i at the fame time commiftloners were appointed to 
take examinations on the fpot, concerning the complaints 
tvhich had been urged againft his conduct. It would have 
been happy if the inhabitants of Antigua had borne their fuc- 
cefs with moderation j but the triumphant joy which they 
» r manifefted* 
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manifeftcd, on receipt of the (Queen’s orders, provoked the c FT A P. 
governor into defperation. lie declared tliat he would con- IV. 
tinue in the government in fpite of the inhabitants,, and being / ^ 

informed, that a lliip was about to fail for Europe, in which 
he might conveniently have embarked, lie refuted to leave the 
country. In the meanwhile, to convince the people that his 
firmnefs was unabated^ and that he ilill conlidered himlelr in 
the rightful exercife of his authority, he iffued a proclamation 
to dilfolve the aflembly. 

Matters were now coming fart: to an irtue. The aflembly 
continued fitting notwithftanding the governor’s proclamation, 
and refolved, that having been recalled by his fovereign, his 
continuance in the government was ufurpation and tyranny, 
and that it was their duty to take charge of the lafety and 
peace of. the illand. On hearing of this vote, the governor 
fecretly ordered a party of foldiers to furround them ; but the 
aflembly having obtained information of his intentions, imme¬ 
diately feparated to provide for their perfonal lafety. The en- 
fuing night, and the whole of the following day, were em¬ 
ployed in fummoning the inhabitants from all parts of the 
illand, to haften to the capital, properly armed, to proteft their 
reprefentatives. It was given out, however, that the governor’s 
life was not aimed at j all that was intended, was to fccure his 
perfon, and fend him from the illand. 

On Thurfday the 7 th of December 1710, early in the morn¬ 
ing, about five hundred men appeared in arms, in the town of 
Saint John’s, where Colonel Park had been making provifion 

3 L 2 for 
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BOOK for refinance in cafe of an attack. He had converted the 
HI. government houfe into a garrifon, and ftationed in it all the 
regular troops that were in the ifland. On the approach of 
the inhabitants however, his courage deferted him. The fight 
of an injured people, coming forward as one man, with de¬ 
liberate valour, to execute on his perfon that punifhment which 
he mull have been confcious his enormities well merited, over¬ 
whelmed him with confufion and terror. Although he muft 
have been apprized, that his adverfaries had proceeded too far 
to retreat, he now, for the firft time, when it was too late, had 
recourfo to conceffion. He difpatched the provoft-marfhal 
with a meflage, iignifying his readinefs to meet the afTembly 
at Parham, and to confent to whatever laws they fhould think 
proper to pafs for the good of the country. He offered at the 
fame time to difmifs his foldiers, provided fix of the principal 
inhabitants would remain with him as hoftages for the fafety 
of his perfon. The fpeaker of the aflembly, and one of the 
members of the council, unwilling to carry matters to the laft 
extremity, feemed inclined to a compromife, and propofcd them- 
felves as two of the hoftages required by the governor; but 
the general body of the people, apprehenfive that further delay 
might be fatal to their caufe, called aloud for immediate ven¬ 
geance ; and inftantly marched forward in two divifions. One 
of thefe, led by Mr. Piggot, a member of the affembly, taking 
poffefljon of an eminence that commanded the government 
houfe, attacked it with great fury. The lire was brilkly re¬ 
turned for a confiderable time, but at length the affailants broke 
into the houfe. The governor met them with firmnefs, and 
fliot Piggot dead with his own hand, but received in the fame 
§ moment; 
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moment a wound which laid him prodrate. His attendants, CHAP, 
feeing him fall, threw down their arms, and the enraged po- IV. 
pulace, feizing the perfon of the wretched governor, who was dill 
alive, tore him into a thoufand pieces, and fcattered his reeking 
limbs in the dreet. Belides the governor, an enfign and thirteen 
private foldiers, who fought in his caufe,were killed outright, and 
a lieutenant and twenty-four privates wounded. Of the people, 
thirty-two were killed and wounded, befides Mr. Piggot. The 
governor’s death indantly put an end to this bloody conflict. 

Thus peri died, in a general infurredtion of an infulted and 
indignant community, a brutal and licentious defpot, than 
whom no date criminal was ever more defervedly punifhed. 

He was a monder in wickednefs, and being placed by his fitua- 
tion beyond the reach of ordinary redraint, it was as lawful to 
cut him.off by every means poflible, as it would have been to 
fhoot a wild bead that.had broke its limits, and was gorging itfelf 
with human blood. " The people of England, fays an emi¬ 
nent writer (d) heard with aftonifhment of Park’s untimely 
fate; but the publick were divided in their fentiment* ; fome 
looking upon his death as an adt of rebellion againft the crown, 
and others confidering it as a facrith e to liberty. The flagrancy 
of the perpetration,, and companion for the man, at lad got the 
better.” In the latter aflertion however, the writer is clearly 
midaken ; for the Englilh government, after full invedigation, 
was fo thoroughly fatisfied of Mr. Park’s mifeondudt, as to idiie, 
much to its honour, a general pardon of all perfons concerned 
in his death, and two of the principal adtors therein were evea 
promoted fome time afterwards to feats in the council* 

(d) Univerfal Hiftory, vpIiXLI. 


From 
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Fr®m this period I dole my account of the civil con¬ 
cerns of Antigua, finding no occurrence in its fubfequent hif- 
tory of fufficicnt importance to detain the reader; what 
remains therefore is chiefly topographical, and I hope will be 
found ccrre< 5 l. 

Antig.ua is upwards of fifty miles in circumference, and 
contains 59,8 38 acres of land, of which about 34,000 are appro¬ 
priated to the growth of fugar, and pafturage annexed: its 
other principal ftaplcs are cotton-wool and tobacco; to what 
extent of cultivation I am not informed; and they raife in 
favourable years great quantities of provilions. 

This iiland contains two different kinds of foil; the one a 
black mould on a fubftratum of clay, which is naturally rich, 
and when not checked by exceffivc droughts, to which Anti¬ 
gua is particularly fubjed, very productive. The other is a 
ftiff clay on a fubftratum of marl. It is much lefs fertile than 
the former, and abounds with an ineradicable, kind of grafs, in 
fuch a manner that many eftates confiftingof that kind of foil, 
which were once very profitable, are now fo impoveriftied and 
overgrown with this fort of grafs, as either to be converted 
into pafture land, or to become entirely abandoned. Exclufive 
of fuch defer ted land, and a l'mall part of the country that is 
altogether unimprovable, every part of the iftand may be faid 
to be under cultivation. 

From the circumftances that have been related, it is difficult 
to furnifli an average return of the crops, which vary to fo great 

a degree. 
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a degree, that the quantity of fugar exported from this ifland in 
fome years, is five times greater than in others; thus in 1779 
were Shipped 3,382 hoglheads, and 579 tierces; in 1782 the 
crop was 15,102 hoglheads, and 1,603 tierces; and in the 
years 1770, 1773, and 1778, there were no crops of any kind ; 
all the canes being deftroyed by a long continuance of dry 
weather, and the whole body of the negroes mull have perifhed 
for w'ant of food, if American veflcls w’ith corn and flour had 
been at that time, as they now are, denied admittance. 

It feems to me on the whole, that the ifland has progrefllvely 
decreafed both in produce and white population. The laid 
accurate returns to government were in 1774. In that year, 
the white inhabitants of all ages and fexes were 2,590, and the 
enflaved negroes 37,808, and I believe, that 17,000 hogflieads 
of fugar- of fixtecn cwt. are reckoned a gcod laving crop. 
This, as one-half the canes only are cut annually, is about a 
hoglhead of fugar per acre for each acre that is cut. The pro¬ 
duce of 1787 will be given hereafter; and I believe it was a 
year more favourable to Antigua, in proportion to its extent, 
than to any other of the Britifli illands in the Weil Indies. 


Antigua is divided into fix parilhes and eleven diilrifts, 
and contains fix towns and villages. Saint John’s (e)> (the 
capital) Parham, Falmouth, Willoughby Bay, Old Road, and 
James Fort; of which, the two firft arc legal ports ot entry.— 
No ifland, in this part of the Well Indies, can boa ft of lb many 


(*) The town of Saint John’s was nearly deftroyed by fire on the 17th of 
Auguft 1769; upwards of 260 houfes being confumed; befides- wharfs, 

cranes, &c. &c. ,, 

cxccller/t, 
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BOOK excellent harbours- Of thefe, the principal are Englifli harbour 
11 ^ and Saint John’s* both well fortified, and at the former, the 
v * Britiffi government has eftablifhed a royal navy-yard and arfenal, 
and conveniencies for careening fliips of war. 

The military efiablifhment generally eonfifts of two regi¬ 
ments of infantry, and two of foot militia. There are likewife 
* 

a fquadron of dragoons, and a battalion of artillery, both raifed 
in the ifland, and the regulars receive additional pay, as in 
Jamaica. 

It hath been already obferved,’that the governor or captain- 
general of the leeward Charaibean iflands, although directed by 
his inflrudtions to vifitoccafionallyeach ifland within his govern¬ 
ment, is generally flationary at Antigua ; he is chancellor of each 
ifland by his office, but commonly holds the court in Antigua, 
and in hearing and determining caufes from the other iflands, 
prefides alone. In caufes arifing in Antigua, he is affifted by 
his council, after the practice of Barbadoes ; and, by an adt of 
the affembly of this ifland, confirmed by the crown, the prefi- 
dent and a certain number of the council may determine chan- 
ceiy caufes during the abfence of the governor-general. The 
other courts of this ifland are a court of king’s-bench, a court 
of common-pleas, and a court of exchequer. 

The legiflature of Antigua is compofed of the commander in 
chief, a council of twelve members, and an aflembly of twenty- 
five ; and it is very much to its honour that it prefented the firft 
example to the After iflands of a melioration of the criminal law 

refpeding 
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reflecting ncgroe Saves, by giving the accufed party the benefit CHAP, 
of u trial by jury: and allowing in the cafe of capital convic- lo¬ 
tions four days between the time of Sentence and execution. ^ 

And it is flill more to the honour of Antigua, that its inhabi¬ 
tants have encouraged, in a particular manner, the laudable 
endeavours of certain pious men, who have undertaken, from 
the pureft and belt motives, to enlighten the mind6 of the ne¬ 
groes, and lead them into the knowledge of religious truth. In 
the report of the lords of the committee of council on the Have- 
trade, is an account of the labours of the Society known by the 
name of the Unit as Frat rum, (commonly called Moravians) in 
this truly glorious purfuit; from which it appears that their 
condudt in this bulinefs difplays fuch found judgment, breathes 
Such a Spirit of genuine chriftianity, and has been attended with 
fuch eminent fuccefs, as to entitle its brethren and mitlionaries 
to the mod favourable reception, from every man whom the 
accidents of fortune have inverted with power over the poor 
Africans; and who believes (as I hope eVery planter believes) 
that they are his fellow-creatures, and of equal importance 
with himfelf in the eyes of an all-feeing and impartial gover¬ 
nor of the univerfe. With an abridgment of that account, I 
Shall dole the Subject of my prefent difeuflion. 

“ The church of the united brethren have, ever fince the 
year 1732, been a&ive in preaching the gofpel to different hea¬ 
then nations in many parts of the world, but not with equal 
luccefs in all places. The method here deferibed, and made ufe 
of by the milfionaries of the faid church, in leading the negro- 
Haves in the Weft Indies to the knowledge and practice of 
Vol. I. 3 M chriftianity. 
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BOOK chriflianity, is followed, in all points that are not local, in all the 
millions of the brethren. 


After many years unfuccefsful labour, experience has 
taught them, that the plain teftimony concerning the death and 
paffion of Jefus Chrift the Son of God, together with its caufe 
and happy confequences, delivered by a millionary touched 
with an experimental fenle of it, is the furell way of enlighten¬ 
ing the benighted minds of the negroes, in order to lead them 
afterwards Hep by ftep into all truth : they therefore make it a 
rule, never to enter into an extenfive difeuffion of the doctrines 
of God’s being an infinite Ipirit, of the holy trinity, &c. nor 
to feek to open their underftandings in thofe points, until they 
believe in Jefus, and that the word of the crofs has proved it- 
felf the power of God unto falvation, by the true converfion of 
their hearts. Both in the beginning and progrefs of their in- 
flrudions, the miffionaries endeavour to deliver themfelves as 
plainly and intelligibly to the faculties of their hearers as pof- 
fible; and the Lord has given his blefiing even to the moil un¬ 
learned, that went forth in reliance upon him, to learn the dif¬ 
ficult languages of the negroes, fo as to attain to great fluency 
in them: one great difficulty arifes indeed from the new ideas 
and words neceflary to exprefs the divine truths to be intro¬ 
duced into them, but even this has been furmounted through 
God’s grace# 

1 

As it is required of all believers, that they prove their faith 
by their works; the brethren teach, that no habit of fin, in any 
knd or place, nor any prevailing cuflom whatever, can be ad- 

2 mitted 
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mitted as a plea for a behaviour not conformable to the moral 
law of God,given unto all mankind. Upon the fulfilment of this, 
the mifiionaries infill every where. Every thing that is ac¬ 
counted decent and virtuous among chriftians, is inculcated into 
the minds of the people. Drunkennefs, adultery, whoredom, 
forcery, theft, anger and revenge, and all other works of the 
flelh, as enumerated by our Lord and his Apofiles as proceed¬ 
ing from the heart, being plain proofs that man is cither un¬ 
converted, or again fallen into heathenifm and idolatry, it fol¬ 
lows of courfe, that any one guilty of thele things is put away 
from the congregation, and not re-admitted before a true and 
fincere repentance is apparent, and the offence done away: but 
it is not fufficient that the believers abftain from open fcandal, 
their private behaviour in their families, and in every occur¬ 
rence of life, mull evidence a thorough change of heart and 
principles : indeed the believing negroes in Antigua, and in 
other places where the brethren have millions, are fo much 
under the influence of their mailers, and of a variety of circum- 
llances that attend their being Haves, that it may perhaps feem 
more difficult to effect a change of culloms and practices, and 
to enforce a Heady chrillian conduct in all cales amongll them, 
than amongll free heathens ; and yet it mull be owned, to the 
praife of God, that this is vifible at prelent in many thouland 
converted negroes. 

% 

The mifiionaries, however, have frequent occafion to fee with 
forrow, how deeply rooted the habit of fin, and the tendency 
to excufe it, is in the minds of the negroes ; who, when uncon¬ 
verted, are particularly given to an unbounded gratification of 
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BOOK every fenfual luft ? but on this very account it becomes the more 
I 11 * needful to watch, and not to fuffer the leaft deviation from the 
' r ~"~'' right path, to remain unnoticed in the believers. It has been 
before obferved, that bapfifm is adminiftered to none,but to fuch. 
in whom a thorough converfion of heart is already perceivable.. 
As foon as they are ccnfidered as candidates for baptifm, they 
are fubjed to the dilcipline of the church, by which if they 
offend, and private admonition and reproof have not the de- 
fired effed, they are excluded from the fellowfhip of the reft, 
though they may attend publick fervice-, and every means is ftill 
faithfully applied to bring them back. Thus a communicant, 
in cafe of an offence given, is not admitted to the Lord’s fup- 
per. This difeipline has, by God’s bleffing,had fo good an ef— 
fed, that many a believing negro would rather fuffer the fevereft' 
bodily punifhment than incur it. If they confefs their fins, and 
heartily repent, they are willingly, and, according to the nature 
of the offence, either privately, or in the prefence of a part or 
the whole of the congregation, re-admitted to the fellowfhip of 
the church. The believing negroes are not fuffered to attend 
any where,, where the unconverted meet for the fake of feafting, 
dancing, gaming, &e. and the ufual plea of not entering into the 
Jinful part of tbefe diverfons , is never admitted, inafmuch as the 
leaft ftep towards vice and immorality, generally plunges them-, 
by degrees into grofs fins. The hankering after the vain tra¬ 
ditions of their forefathers, is confidered as a falling off from 
that love to the Lord Jefus and his dodrines, which once 
prompted them to forfake all ungodlinefs, and devote.them-, 
felves unto God; and if they perfift in evil ways,, the faith-. 

fulnefs 
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fulnefs due to the reft of the flock on the part of the miftiona- CHAP, 
ries demands their reparation, left they feduce others. 

The polygamy of the negroes has caufed no fmall embar- 
raflment to the miflionaries. The following is a fhort account 
of the brethren’s manner of treating them in this particular: 

When a negro man or woman applies as above deferibed, to be 
baptized- or received Into the congregation, ftridt enquiry is 
made concerning every circumftance attending his or her fitua- 
tion and connections in .life. If it is found that a man has more 
than one wife, the queftion arifes, how the brethren have to ad-* 
vife him in this particular: St. Paul fays, “ if any brother hath 
a wife that believeth not, and that is yet an heathen, and fhe be 
pleafed to dwell with him, let him not j>ut her away,” i Cor. 
vii. 21 } but again he fays, “ a biftiop muft be blamelefs, the 
huiband of one wife,” I Tim. iii. 2. We read of no further 
precept in the holy feriptures concerning this fubjeift; the 
brethren therefore were of opinion, that the miflionaries fliould . 
keep ftriCtly to the following refolutions: 

I. That they could not compel a man, who had, before 
his converiion, taken more than one wile, to put aw'ay one or 
more of them, without her or their ct- iLiit. 

II. But yet, that they could not appoint inch a man to 
be a helper or lervatit in the church ; and 

III. That a man who believeth in Chrift, if he marry, 
fhould take only one wife in marriage, nd that he is bound to 
keep himfeif only to that woman, till death parts them, 
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III treffes muft of courle be put away without exception; beftdes 
J tin’s, the miffionaries lole no opportunity of incwlcating into the 
■minds of the married people, how to walk in this flate conform¬ 
able to the rules laid down in holy writ, and every deviation 
from them is leverely cenfured. If any baptized man leaves his 
wife, and takes another, and takes one or more wives befides the 
firft, or in. cafe he has had two, and ohe dies, and he (hould 
marry another, he is excluded the fellowfhip of the church. 
Neither can the brethren admit of the heathen ilh cuftoms in 
courting a wife, but they expeCt, that in cafe a believer wiili to 
marry, he do all things in a decent and chriftian manner: it is 
of courfe expected that all baptized parents educate their chil¬ 
dren in the fear of the Lord, (hewing them a good example. If 
by a fale of negroes by auction, or in any other way, wives are 
torn from their hufbands, or hufbands from their wives, and 
carried off to diftant i (lands, though the brethren do not ad vile, 
yet they cannot hinder a regular marriage with another perfon, 
elpecially, if a family of young children, or other circumftances, 
fcem to render an helpmate neceffary; and, as is moftly the 
cafe, no hopes remain of the former ever returning. A certifi¬ 
cate of baptifm is given to every baptized negro, that mult 
thus leave the congregation; and there have been inftances, 
that by their godly walk and converfation in diftant parts, they 
have caufcd others to hearken to their word and believe. 

c 

Though all the above injunctions are of fuch a nature,.that 
they not only war a&yinft their hcathenifh propensities, but 
even againft what fome might call excufable indulgences; yet 

it 
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it is a ia< 5 t, that at this prefcnt time, fome thoufand negroes CHAP. 

in Antigua, and other iflands, fubmit to them with willing- 

nefs. 

The number of converted Negro Haves under the care of 
the brethren, at the end of the year 1787, was. 


Ill Antigua, exactly - 5*465 

In St. Kitt’s, a new million - $0 

In Barbadoes and-Jamaica, about - 100 

In St. Thomas, St. Croix, and St.. 

Jan, about - - 10,000 

In Surinam, about - - 400 


Still living in the Weil Indies and Surinam 16,045, a© 
nearly as can be afeertained from the lateft accounts.” 


Section IV. 

MONTSERRAT. 

OF this little illand, neither the extent nor the importance 
demands a very copious difeuflion. It was diicovered at the lame 
time with St. Chrillopher’s, and derived its name irom a^fup- 
pofed refemblance which Columbus perceived in the face of 
the country, to a mountain of the fame name near Barcelona. 

The name was all that was bellowed upon it by the Spa¬ 
niards. Like Nevis, it was firll planted by a l'mall colony from 
St..Chrillopher’s, detached in 1632 from the adventurers unde£. 

Warner. * 
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Warner. Their reparation appears indeed to have b:en partly 
oceafloncd by local attachments and religious diflenflens; 
which rendered their fituation in St. Chriftopher’s uneaiy, be¬ 
ing chiefly natives of Ire.land, of the Romifh perfuafion. The 
lame cauies, however, operated to the augmentation of their 
numbers; for fo many perfons of the .fame country and reli¬ 
gion adventured thither foon after the firft fettlcment, as to 
create a. white population which it has ever fince polielled ; 
if it be true, as aflerted by Oldmixon, that at the end of fix- 
teen years there were in the ifland upwards of one thoufand 
white families, conftituting a militia of three hundred and lixty 
efte&ive men. 

The civil hiftory of this little ifland contains nothing very 
remarkable. It was invaded by a French force in 1712, and 
fufiered fo much from the depredations of that armament, that 
an article was inferted in the treaty of Utrecht for appointing 
commiflioners to enquire into the damages ; which, however, 
were not made good to the fufferers. It was again invaded, 
and with mod of the other iflands captured by the Frencli in 
the late war., and reftored with the reft. 

Nothing therefore remains but to furnifh the reader with 
an account of its prefent ftate in refpeCt of cultivation, pro¬ 
ductions, and exports. 

Montserrat is about three leagues in length, and as many 
in breadth, and is fuppofed to contain about thirty thoufand 
acres of land, of which almoft two-thirds are very mountainous, 
or very barren. The land in cultivation is appropriated nearly 

aa 










WEST INDlfeS. 


as follows. In fugar, fix thoufand acres: In cotton, proviftons, CHAP, 
and pafturage, two thoufand each. None other of the tropical I' 7 * 
ftaples are railed. Its average crop from 1784 to 1788, were 1 ~ 

2,737 bogfheads of fugar of fixteen hundred weight, 1,107 
puncheons of Rum, and 275 hales of cotton. The exports of 
1787, and their value at the London market, will be feen in a- 
table annexed to this chapter. They are produced by the la¬ 
bour of one thoufand three hundred whites, and about ten. 
thoufand negroes. 

The government is adminifteq^d in this, as in the other 
iflands, by a legiflature of its own*under the captain general. 

The council con fills of fix members, and the aflembly of eight, 
two from each of the four diftri&s into which it is divided} and 
the proportion which Montferrat contribute to the falary of 
the captain general is per annum, 


Section V. 

VIRGIN ISLANDS., 

O F the Virgin Iflands I have fo few particulars to commit, 
nicate, that I fear the reader will accufe me of inattention or 
idlenefs in my refearches. I have, however, fblicited informa¬ 
tion of thofe who I thought were .moil likely to afford it; but 
if my enquiries were not flighted; my expectations were not gra- 
Vol* I. j N tified. 
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BOOK tilled. Even in a late hiflorical account by Mr. Suckling, the 
HT. chief juftice of thefe iflands, I find but little of which lean 
’ avail myfelf. It furnilhes no particulars concerning their ex¬ 

tent, their cultivation, or their commerce. It is filent as to the 
number of their prelent Englilh inhabitants. The author is 
even mifinformed as to the origin of their prefent name; for 
he fuppofes that it was bellowed upon them in 15So, by Sir 
Francis.Drake, in honour of Queen Elizabeth; but the fadl is, 
that thefe iflands were named Las Virgines, by Columbus him- 
felf, who difeovered them in I493» an ^ g ave them this appella¬ 
tion in allufion to the wellUnown legend in the Romilli ritual 
of the 11,000 virgins. 

The Spaniards of thofe days, however, thought them un¬ 
worthy of further notice. A century afterwards (1596) they 
were vifited by the earl of CumberlMd, in his way to the attack 
of Porto Rico, and the hiftorian of that voyage, whole narra¬ 
tive is preferved in Hakluyt’s collection, calls them “ a knot 
** of little iflands wholly uninhabited, fandy, barren, and crag- 
** gy.” The whole group may comprehend about forty iflands 
iflots, and keys, and they are divided at prelent between the 
Englilh, the Spaniards, and Danes. The Englilh hold Tor¬ 
tola, and Virgin GordafeJ, Jofvan Dykes, Guana Ifle, Beef 
and Thatch Illands, Anegada, Nichar, Prickly Pear, Camana’s, 
Ginger, Cooper’s, Salt Ifland, Peter’s Iiland, and feveral others 
of little value. The Danes poflefs Santa Cruz (J), St. 

Thomas, 

(e) This laft is li ice wife called Pennifton, and corruptly Spanilh Town. It 
has two very good harbours. 

(f) Stc. Croix, or Santa Cruz, belonged originally to the French, and was 
Ibid by them to the Danes, in 1733, for the fum of 75,000/. Its inhabitants are 

chiefly 
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The firA poflefibrs of fuch of thcfe iflands as now belong 
to the Britilh government, were a party of Dutch Bucaniers 
who fixed themfelvcs at Tortola (in what year is not recorded) 
and built a fort there for-their protect on. In 1666, they were 
driven out by a Aronger party of the fame adventurers, who, 
calling themfelvcs Englifh, pretended to take poflt fiion for the 
crown of England, and the Englifh monarch, if he did not 
commilTion the enterprize, made no fcruple to claim the benefit 
of it } for Tortola and itg, dependencies were foon afterwards 
annexed to the Leeward Ifland government, in a commifiion 
granted by King Charles II. to Sir William Stapleton, and I 
believe that the Englifh title has remained unimpeached from 
that time to this. 

The Dutch had made but little progrefs in cultivating the 
country when they were expelled from Tortola j and the chief 
merit of its fubfequent improvements was reierved for fome 
Englifh fettlers from the little illand of Anguilla, who, about a 
century part, embarked with their families nnd,/ettled in the 
Virgin Iflands. Their wants were few, and their government 

chiefly tnpiifh, and the lands being exceedingly fertile, the produce of this little 
ifland pivit of which I believe is in niggled into Great Britain as the produce of. 
Tortola) is very coniidcxable, particularly iugar. 

3 N 2. 


Thomas, with about twelve fmaller iflands dependent thereon, 
and St. John, which la A is of importance as having the beA 
harbour of any ifland to the leeward of Antigun, and the 
Spaniards claim Crab Ifland, the Green or Serpent Illand, the 
Tropic Keys, and Great and Little Paflage. 


Ample- 
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BOOK Ample and unexpenfive. The deputy governor, with a council 
HI* nominated from among themfelves, exercifed both the legifla- 
• tive and judicial authority, determining, in a fummary manner, 
without a jury, all questions between fubjeCfc and lubjeCt j and 
as to taxes, there feem to have been none laid : when money 
was abfolutely neceflary for publick ufe, it was railed, I believe, 
by voluntary contribution. 

Under fuch a fyftem, it was impofllble that the colony 
could attain to much importance. If wanted the advantage of 
Englifli capitals; but credit is fpiringlygiven where payment 
cannot eafily be enforced. The inhabitants therefore, whole 
numbers in 1756, amounted to 1,263 whites, and 6,121 blacks, 
reafonably hoped to be put on the fame footing with the lifter 
illands, by the eftablilhment of a perfect civil government, and 
conftitutional courts of juftice among them; but in this ex¬ 
pectation they were not gratified until the year 1773. In that 
year, they prefented an humble petition to the captain-general 
of the Leeward Ifland government, requefting his excellency to 
unite with them in an application to his Majefty, for permiftion 
tt> eleCt an aflembly of reprelentatives out of the freeholders and 
planters, in order that fuch aflembly, with the governor and 
council, might frame proper laws for their peace, welfare, and 
good government; pledging themfelves , in that cafe t to grant to 
his Majejiy, his heirs and fuccejj'ors , an impoji of four and a 
half per centum , in fpecie , upon all goods and commodities the 
growth of thefe iflands, Jimilar to that ‘which was paid in tbo 
§ther Leeward Iflands . 


Their 
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Their application (thus fweetened) proved fuccefsful. It CHAP, 
was lignified to them that his Majefty, fully confidering the Iv * 
perfons, circumftanccs, and condition of his faid Virgin Iflands, ~ J ~ ** 
and the neceflity there was, from the then ftate of their culture 
and inhabitancy, that fome adequate and perfect form of civil 
government fhould be eftablifhed therein ; “ and finally trufting 
“ that his faithful fubje&s in his faid Virgin Iflands, who 
** fhould compofe the new aflembly, would, as the firft aof 
** legiflation, cheerfully make good the engagement of granting 
u to his Majefty, his heirs and fucceflors, the impoft of four 
** and a half per centum , on all the produce of the Virgin 
** Iflands, to be raifed and paid in the fame manner as the 
** four and a half per centum is made payable in the other 
** Leeward IJlands ” did caufe his royal pleafure to be fignified 
to the governor in chief, that he fhould iflue writs In his 
Majefty’s name, for convening an aflembly or houfe of reprc- 
fentatives, who, together with a council, to be compofed of 
twelve perfons, to be appointed by the governor for that pur- 
pofe, might frame and pals fuch laws as fhould be neceflary 
for the welfare and good government of the faid Iflands. 

Accordingly, on the 30th of November, 1773, the gover¬ 
nor in chief of the Leeward Iflands, in obedience to his Ma¬ 
jefty's orders, iflued a proclamation for convening an aflembly 
or houfe of reprefenta fives of the Virgin Iflands, who met on 
the 1 ft of February following, and very honourably complied 
with their engagement to the crown ; the very firft a<ft parted 
by them being the grant before mentioned of four and a half 
per centum , on the produce of the colony for ever. They after- 

9 wards 
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BOOK wards pafled a grant of £. 400 currency per annum , as their 
III. proportion towards the falary of the governor-general. 

Such was the price at which the Virgin Iflands purchafed 
the eftablilhment of a conftitutional legiflature. If it be dif¬ 
ficult to reconcile this precedent with the dodtrines which have 
been maintained in the cafe of Grenada, it may perhaps be faid 
(as I believe the fadt was) that the inhabitants of thefe iflands 
were unapprifed of the rights which they inherited as Britifh 
fubjedts, when they voluntarily propofed to fubjedt themfelves 
and their pofterity to the tax in queftion for permiflion to en¬ 
joy them; and their pofterity may perhaps difpute the authority 
which their forefathers exercifed on this occafion. 

The chief, and almofl: the only flaple produdtions of thefe 
iflands are fugar and cotton. Of the quantity of land appro¬ 
priated to the cultivation of either, I have no account, nor can 
I venture even to guefs, at the quantity of unimproved land 
which may yet be brought into cultivation : Tortola itfelf is 
not more than fifteen miles long, and fix miles broad: the 
exports of 1787 will prefently be given, and I have only to 
add, that they were raifed by the labour of about one thou~ 
fand two hundred whites, and nine thoufand blacks. 

HAVING fo far treated of the feveral iflands which 
confli^ute what is called the Leeward Ifland Government, as 
they ftand diftindt from each other, I clofe my account, as in 
former cafes, with an authentick Table of their Returns for 
1787 ; after which, I fhall, as propofed, offer a few obferva- 
tions on circumftances which are common to them all. 


2 


An 



[i ACCOUNT of the Number of Vends, See. that have cleared outwards fr«m the Iflands of St. ChriAopher’s, Montferrat, 
Antigua, Nevis, and the Virgin Iflands, between the 5th January 1787, and the 5th January 1788; together with an Account of their 
Cargoes, and the Value thereof. 

St. CHRISTOPHER’S. 
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IN furveying thefe iflands colled:ively, the circumdance 
that fird preients itlelf to notice is the burthen of the four and 
half per centum on their exported produce, to which they are- 
all fubjed equally with Barbadoes,. and which, though granted 
by their own aflemblics, was in mod: other cafes, as well as the 
Virgin Iflands, ‘ the price of a conditutional legiflature, and a 
communication of the common- privileges of Britifli fubjeds. 

It would without doubt be fatisfa&ory to the reader to be 
furnirtied with an account of the produce of this duty, and 
the particulars of its difpofal, but no fuch information, to my 
knowledge, has of late years been, given- to the publick. The 
lad: return that. I am poflefled of, is dated fo long ago as the 
year 1735. From thence it appears, that the whole money 
colleded on this account, both in Barbadoes and the Leeward 
Iflands, in twenty-one yearsr, (from Chriftmas 1,713 toChridmas 
1734) amounted to. £. 326,529. 2s. 3derling,.of which if is. 
fhameful to relate that no more than £.140,032. 13/. 
was paid into the Britifli Exchequer; upwards of £. 80,000 
having been retained in the Iflands for the charges of colled-* 
ing, and £. 105,000 more, expended in Great Britain in the 
payment of freight, duties, commiflions* fees of office, and 
other claims and deductions fgj. 

(g) Some years after this, a new mode of collecting the duties was, I believe* 
adopted, which rendered the tax more productive to government. 



From 
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r rom' the net money paid into the exchequer, the Gover¬ 
nor Gelieral of thefe iflands receives a falary of 1,200 
iterling, exclufive of the feveral fums granted him by the 
colonial aflemblies (g), and I believe that falaries are allowed 
from the fame fund to the Lieutenant General, and the feveral 
Lieutenant Governors. I have been informed too, that the 
Governors of the Bahama and Bermudas iflands are likewife 
paid out of this duty. *The balance which remains, after 
thefe and fome other deductions are made, is wholly at the 
king’s difpofal. 

But it is impoflible not to obferve, that almoft all the iflands 
within this government, as well as Barbadoes, have been, for 
many years paft, progreflively on the decline j and it is there¬ 
fore probable that the prefent net produce of this duty is not 
more than fufficient to defray the feveral incumbrances with 
which it is'loaded. The negioes indeed have been kept up, 
and even augmented, by purchafe, becaufe, as the lands have 
become impoverifhed, they have required a greater expence of 
labour to make them any way productive; but as the returns 
have not increafed in the fame degree, nothing could have 
laved the planters from ruin, but the advanced price of lugar 
in the markets of Europe. 

It appears from authentick accounts laid before parliament, 

(g) Thefe grants arc as follow: Antigua and St. Chriftophcr’s £. iooo 
currency each. Nevis £. 400. Montferrat £. 400. Virgin Iflands £. 400. 
The ufual rate of exchange is 165 percent. Thefe fums therefore, added to 
£.17.00 fterling, paid out of the exchequer, snake his whole falary £. 3000 fler- 
ling per annum. 

Vol.I. 3 O 
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that the import of fugar into Great Britain from all the Britifti 
Weft Indies (Jamaica excepted), has dccreafed, in the courfe. 
of twenty years from 3,762,804 cvvt. to 2,563,228 cwt. (hj. 
The difference in value, at a medium price, cannot be left than 
£.400,000 fteiling, and it will be found to have fallen chiefly 
on thofe iflunds which arc ftibjedt to the duty in queftion ; to 
the effetfts of which, therefore, the deficiency muft be chiefly 
attributed: for being hid, not on the land, but on the produce 
of the land, it operates as a tax on induftry, and a penalty 
which falls heavieif on the man who contributes moft to aue- 
ment the wealth, cotnmeree, navigation, and revenues of the 
mother-country. It is confidered by the planters as equal to 
ten per cent . on the net produce of their e(fates for ever. 
Under iuch. a burthen, which while it opprefles the colonies, 
yields a profit of no great coufideration to the crown, they have 
been unable to ftand a competition with the Britifti planters 
in the other iflands, and have been deprefi'ed ftill more by the 
rapid, growth and extenfive opulence of the French colonies in 
their neighbourhood. Thus a check has been given to the 
fpirit of improvement, and much of that land which, though 
fomewhat impoverished by long cultivation, would ftill, with 
the aid of manure, contribute greatly to the general returns, is 
abandoned, becaule the produce of the pooreft foil is taxed r.&. 
high as that of the moft fertile.. 


Xo the lofs arifing from a decreafe of produce, accompanied 
with an i.icreafe of contingent txpences, muif be added the 
ruinous effects of capture in the late American war. The 

(h) Being the average of two periods, the firftfrom 177 z to 1775, the fecond 
from 1788 to 1792. 

damages 
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damnges luduined in St. Chrirtopher’s alone, by Dsr C;\i/f s" C l! A. 
invafion rn 173?, from the deflrudticn of negroes and cattle,. 1V - 
and' the burning of the canes, were eftimated at /\ 160,000 1 

fterlir.g, which fum was made up to the fuderers by a poll- 
tax ofl the flavc.% of no lefs than forty lhilfrigs. The anno; i 
taxes for defraying the current charges of their internal govern¬ 
ments in all the iHands, are alfo exceedingly burthenfome; 
be (ides pari Hi taxes for the repair of the roads, the maintenance 
of the clergy, and the relief of the poor. 

But, under all thefe and the other difeouragements which 
are felt by the proprietors, the wealth which H ill flows from thefe 
little dependencies into the mother-country, muft fill every re¬ 
flecting mind with furprife and admiration. An extent of culti¬ 
vated territory, not equal to one-tenth part of the county of 
ElTex, adding yearly one million and a half to the national in¬ 
come, is a circumftance that demonstrates beyond all abftntdt 
rcafoning, the vaft importance to Great Britain of having 
fugar iHands of her own. At the lame time, it is both amufing 
and inftriudive to confider how little the prelent returns from 
thefe iflrnv-s are anfwcrablc to the hopes and expectations of 
their firft European pofieflors; or rather it affords an animated 
illuftration of the wifdom of Providence, which frequently 
renders the follies and wealenefles of man productive of good. 

The firfl: Englilh adventurers were influenced wholly by the 
hopes of opening a golden fountain, fimilar t® that which* was 
flowing from Peru and Mexico into Spain. The nation was 
told of countries where the mountains were compofed of dia¬ 
monds, and the cities built wholly of ingots of gold. Such 
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were the dreams of Cabot, Frobifher, and Gilbert, and it is a 
lamentable difplay of the power of avarice on the human mind, 
to behold the fagacious and learned Raleigh bewildered in the 
fame folly f Experience has at length corrected this frenzy, 
and Europe is now wife enough to ackrfowledge that gold and 
filver have only an artificial and relative value ; that induflry 
alone is real wealth, and that agriculture and commerce are the 
great fources of national profperity. ‘ 

The produce of thefe iflands however, though of fuch value 
to the mother-country, is raifed at an expence to the cultivator, 
which perhaps is not equalled in any other purfuit, in any 
country of the globe. It is an expence too, that is permanent 
and certain; while the returns are more variable and fluctuat¬ 
ing than any other; owing to calamities, to which thefe coun¬ 
tries are expofed, both from the hands of God*and man; and it is 
mournful to add, that the felfifh or miftaken policy of man is 
fometimes more deftrudtive than even the anger of Omnipotence 1 

At the time that I write this, (1791) the humanity of the 
Britifh nation is tremblingly alive to the real or fictitious dif- 
trefles of the African labourers in thefe and the other iflands of 
the Weft Indies: and the holders and employers of thofe peo¬ 
ple feem to be marked oat to the publick indignation for pro- 
feription and ruin. So ftrong and univerfal a fympathy allows 
no room for the fober exereife of reafbn, or it would be remem¬ 
bered, that the condition of that unfortunate raefe, muft depend 
greatly on the condition and circumftances of their owners. 
Oppreflion towards the principal, will be felt with double force 

*>7 
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by his dependants, and the blow that wounds the mailer, will 
exterminate the flave. 

The propriety of thefe remarks will be feen in fubfequent 
parts of my work, when I eome in courfe to treat of the Have 
trade and flavery j and to confider the commercial fyftem of 
Great Britain towards her Weft Indian dependencies, of which 
I have now completed* the catalogue. Here then I might 
clofe the third book of my hiftory, but it has probably occur¬ 
red to the reader, that I.have omitted the two governments of 
Bahama and Bermudas (i) ito which indeed it was my intention, 
when I began my work, to appropriate a diftindt chapter. An 
examination of my materials has induced me to alter my pur- 
pofe; finding myfelf poflfefied of fcarce any memorials concern¬ 
ing the civil hiftory of thofe iflands, that are not given in the 
numerous geographical treatifes with which the (helves of the 
bookfellers are loaded. To repeat therefore what may*be found 
in books that are always at hand, were to manifeft difrefpedt to 
the reader, and difregard to myfelf. Of the. prefent ftate of 
the Bahama iflands, I need not be aftiamed to acknowledge my 
ignorance, inafmuch as even the lords of the committee of 
council for the affairs of trade and plantations, were unable to 
obtain (atisfadlory information concerning it. To their lord- 
ftiips enquiries, in 1789, as to the extent of territory in thofe 
iflands,—the quantity of land in cultivation,—the number of 

• 

(i) I have alip pafled over unnoticed the fmall iflands of Anguilla and Bar¬ 
buda/ as being of too little importance to merit particular defeription. The 
former belongs to the Leeward Ifland government; the latter is the private pro¬ 
perty of the Codrington family. ^ 

white 
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white inhabitants,—productions and exports, &c. the o(r'y an - 
Twer that could be obtained from the Governor was- this, that 
it was at that turn impojjihlc ti afar tain any of tbfe particulars . 
It appears, however* from the tclb'mony of other per ions, that 
thefc illands in general are rocky and barren ; that the only ar¬ 
ticle cultivated for exportation is cotton, cf which, the medium 
export is fifteen hundred bags of two cwt.; that the inhabitants 
(who in 1773 confided of two tkouiand and fifty-two whites,, 
and two thculand two hundred and forty one blacks) have been 
of late years conlnlerably augmented by emigrants from North 
America ; but of their prefent numbers no precife account is 
given. 

Concerning Bermudas Governor Brown is more explicit. 
From his anfwers to their Lordthips’ queries, it appears that 
they contain from twelve to thirteen thouland acres of very 
poor land, of which nine parts in ten are either uncultivated, or 
referved in woods for the fupplying of timber for building 
finall Ihips, floqps, and ihallops for fale; this being in truth the 
principal occupation and employment of the inhabitants j and 
the vefifels which they furnilh, being built of cedar, are light, 
buoyant, and unexpenfive. 

Of the land in cultivation, no part was appropriated to any 
other purpofe than that of railing Indian corn, and cfculent 
roots and vegetables (of which a confiderable fupply is lent to 
the Weft Indian Illands) until the year 1785, w r hen the growth 
of cotton was attempted, but wijh no great fuccefs, there not 
being at prefent more than two hundred acres applied in this 
line of culture. 
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Tn.E'*numbcr of white people of all ages in Bermudas is five 
thrufand four hundred and fixty-two ; of blacks four thoufand 
nine hundred and nineteen (k). 

Thus it appears that the lands become lefs fertile as we re¬ 
cede from the troplcks, and were there not, as there certainly 
is, an unaccountable propenfity in the greater part of mankind, 
to under-rate what they have in adlual pofieffon, it would re¬ 
quire hut l.ttle effort to convince the puhiick of the vaft import- 
ai-.ce (jf our Well Indian dependencies; of which the progrtf- 
five growth has now been traced from the fir ft fettlemcnt. 
What remains is to convey that conviff ion to the Englifh reader. 
"J'his then, after taking a curfory furvey, for the gratification 
of cnrlofity, of the prefent inhabitants and the fvflem of agri¬ 
culture, will be the chief endeavour of the fubfequent volume. 

(k) It were an nut cf great jnjuflice to the inhabitants of Bermudas, to omit the 
very honourable teftimonv which Governor Brown has tranfmitted to govern- 
irunr, concerning their treatment of their negro flaves. “ Nothing (he obferves)' 
can better lbew the (late of flavery in Bermudas than the behaviour of the blacks 
in the late war. There were at one ti.ne between fifteen and twenty privateers 
ftted out from hence, wliieh were par.ly manned l y negro fiavcs, who behaved 
both as bailors and marines irreproachably; and whenever they were captured, 
always returned, if it was in their power. '1 bene were f.veral i 1dances wheiein 
they had been condemned with the wficl and fo\l, and t l.^ruards found means 
to ticape; and tlnough many difficulties and hardihips return d to their matters 
feTvicc. In the fhtp Regulator, a privateer, there were fcve-iuy flaves. She' was 
taken an l cartietl into Button. Sixty of them returned in a flag < f truce directly 
to Bermudas. Nine others returned by the way of IT w York. Queenly was 
miffing, who died in the cruize, or in captivity.” 

Report of the Privy Council on the Slave Trade. Part III. 
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{Plant* numerofiflimae quibus obveftit globum tcrraqueum Deus optimus maximus, funt 
totidem documenta infinitse fapientiae, natae in gloriam fui Creatoris, et in commodum 
hominis, cujus eft eas intucri. 
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A*CATALOGUE of EXOTIC PLANTS, in the Garden of HINTON 
EAST, Efquire, in the Mountains of Liguanea, in the Ifland of Ja¬ 
maica, at the time of his deceafe. By Arthur Broughton, M. D. 


ClaJJis I. 

M O N A N D R I A. 


Canma 

Amomum 

Curcuma 

K/UMI’tERIA 

Thalia 


iniliea var. lutea 
Granum paradifi * 
Zingiber 
longa 
Galanga 
geniculate 


M O N O G.Y 
Yellow Indian Shot 
Guinea Pepper 
Common Ginger 
Turmcrick 
Galangale 
Indian Arrow-root 


N I A. 

Eaft-Indies 
Guinea 
Cad-Indies 
Eaft-Indies 
Eaft-Indies 
South-America 


Mr. Shakefpear, 1780 
Tho. Hibbert, Efq, 1 735 

Z. B. Edwards, Efq. 178} 
Dr. Tho. Clarke, 1775 


ClaJJis II. 

D I A N D R I A. 

MO IT O G Y N / A. 


Nyctanthes 

Sambae 

var. fi. plena 

Arabian Jafmine 
Double Arabian Jaf¬ 
mine 

Eaft-Indies 

Jasminum 

officinale 

Common Jafmine 

Kill-indies 

laneeolatum f 

Narrow-lea v hi Jafmine 


azoricum 

Azorian Jafmine 

Madeira 


odoratiffimum 

Yellow Indian Jafmine 

Madeira 

Olba 

turopeea 

European Olive 

Europe 


fragrant 

Sweet-fcented Oiive 

China 

Syringa 

vulgaris 

Common Lilac 

•Perlia 


perjica 

Perfian Lilac 

Perda 

JuSTICIA 

Jp. nov. arborea 

American Balfam 

Italy 

Dl ANT HERA 

amcricana 

V irgiin'st 


H. Eatl, Efq. 177J 

H. Haft, Efq. 1787 
H. Eaft, Efq. I 787 
M. Wallen, Efq. 1787 • 
M. Wallen, Efq. 1 78y 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1,78.■{. 

M. Wallen Efq. 17^4, 

M. Wallen, Eq. 1785 
’ Tho-Hibbert, Efq. 178^ 


* This plant has now feveral times perfected its feed,, from which ir appears' to be the true Guinea or 
Malagita Pepper and Grains of Paradife of the Shops; it is not however an Amomum, but approaches 
nearer to the Limodorum than any other known Genus. 


5 P a 


Rosmarinus 
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Rosmarinus 

Salvia. 

Officinalis 
officinalis ■ 
a/ricana 
coc tinea 

Sol area 
# 

Rofemaiy 

Garden Sage 
African Sage 
Scarlet Sage 

Clary 

Europe 

S. of Europe 

C. of G. Hope 

Kaft-Florida 

Syria 

Dr. Tho. Chtke, 177c 
Dr. Tho. Clarke, 1775 
H. Eaft, Efq. 



r R I G Y N / A. 


Vitzx 

nigrum 

Black Pepper 

Eafl-Indies 

The. Hibbert, E(j. tjfy 



Clqffis 

III. 



T 

RIAN 

D R I A. 

t 



MO NOG YNI A 


Valeriana Locujla 

Tamarindu* imlica 

Crocus Jativut 

I«lA rcfca 

ckintn/is 

GiAmotus communis 

Antholyza itthiopica 

Iris pumila 

Wachendorfia tkyr/fimst 
Lyceum Spartum 

Lamb’s Lettuce Portugal 

Tamarind Tree India. America 

Spring Crocus England 

Rofe-coloured I.\ia C. of G. Hope 

Spotted Ixia China 

Common Flag S. of Europe 

C. of G. Hope 

Dwarf Iris Auftria 

C. of G. Hope 
Rufh-leaved Lygeum Spain 

H. Eaft, Efq. 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1770 

H. Eaft, Efq. 

H. Eaft, Efq. *789 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1774 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 

H. Eaft, Efq. 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1790 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1791 



DIG Y N I A. 


Avena 

Arundo 

Hokdeum 

Jativa 

Bambes 

vulgarc 

Oats 

Bamboo Cane * 

< Barley 

Eaft-Indic* 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1771 
M. Wallen, F.fiq. 

M< Wallen, Efq. 177J 



ChiJJis 

IV. 



T E 

T R A N D R I 

A. 



M 0 N 0 G 

YN I A. 


SCABtOSA 

Rubt a 

Buoceja 
Plantago 
Cissu* 

Oldenlandia 

Alchskilla 

cretica 
atropvrpurea 
Jlcllata 
thsHorum 
glcbo/a ^ 
lanceelata 
quadrangular!* 
umbellate 
vulgaris 

Cretan Scabious 
Sweet Scabious 
. Starry Scabious 
Madder 

Rib-wort Plantain 

Chi 

Ladies Mantle 

Candia 

Italy 

Spam 

S. of Europe 
Chili 

Britain 

India 

India 

Britain 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 

M. Wallen, Efq. 177# 

H. Eaft, Efq, 1788 

Mr. Thame, 1790 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1 788 

M. Wallen, Efq. 177* 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1791 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1791 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1791 



TE TR AG YN I A. 

. 

Ilex 

aquifelium 

Cajfuu 

rm. Sp. 

Common Holly 
Paraguay Tea 

Britain 
* Carolina 
Madeira 

H.Eaft, Efq. 1774 

Mr. Gale, 1772 

Tho. Hibbert, Efq. 1787 


* This moll valuable production is now fuccefsfully cultivated in all parts of Jamaica. 
| Hurt, Kcwettfisy vol. i. p. tjo. 
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Clajtt V. 

pentandri*a. 


M ON O G Y N / J. 


HEtioTRomm 

pcruvianunt 

Peruvian Turnfole 

Peru 

Hi Eaft, Efq. 1788 

Awchusa 

officinalis 

Baglofs 

^iurope 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1774 

Cynoglossum 

officinale 

Hound's-tongue 

Britain 

M. Wallen, Efq. 177? 

Borago 

officinalis 

Borage 

England 

M. Wallen, Efq. 177* 

Primula 

veris 

Primrofe 

Britain 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1780 


auricu'a 

Auricula 

Auftria 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1790 

Cyclamen 

ferjicum 

• Perfian Cyclamen 

Candia 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1787 

Azalea 

vifeofa 

White Azalea 

N. America 

H. Eaft, Efq. 

Plumbago 

rofca 

Bengal Lead-wort 

Bengal 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1787 

Phlox 

glabcrrima 

Smooth Lychnidea 

N. America 

Mr. Thame, 1787 

Convolvulus 

Scammonia 

Scammonv Bind-weed Levant 

Dr. Tho. Clarke, 1775 


jntrpurcus major 

Large purple Bind-w. 

America 

H. Eaft, Efq. 


minor 

Small purple Bind-w. 

America 

H. Eaft, Elq. 


tricolor 

Trailing Bind-weed 

Spain 

H. Eaft, Efq. 


canarienfis 

Perennial Bind-weed 

Canary Mands 



JhcduJuS 

Broad-leav’d Bind-w. 

Eaft-Indies 


Ipomaea 

Qvamoclit 

Indian Creeper 

Eaft-Indies 


Campanula 

rotund folia 

Bell-flower 

Britain 

M. Wallen, Efq. 177* 

Cinchona * 


Hifpaniola Bark 

Hiipaniola 

Mr. Thame, 1790 

Cofkea 

arabica 

Coffee-Tree 

Arabia 


Lonicera 

Periclymcnum 

CommonHoneyfuckle Britain 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1773 

• 

Jymphorica) pot 

St Peter’s Wort 

Carolina 

•H. Eaft, Efq. 


tartarica 

TartarianHoneyfuckle Rulfia 

H. Eaft, Efq. 

Mir abilis 

Jala a 

Marvel of Peru 

E. and W. Indies 


Verbascum 

Thajfas 

Great Mullein 

Britain 

H. Eaft, Efq. 177* 

Datura 

Motel 

Hairy Thorn Apple 

Africa 


Nico i i an a 

Tabacum 

Virginian Tobacco 

America 


PUYSAHS 

Alkekengi 

Winter Cherry 

S. of Europe 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1779 

SOLANUM 

tuber fum 

Common Potato 

Peru 



Mclongena 

Egg Plant 

India 



Sodmteum f 

Bolangcna 

Africa 


Rhamnus 

Jujuba 

Jujhbe-trce 

Eaft-Indies 

Dr. Tho. Clarke, 1790 

Diosma 

ciltata 

Ciliated-Diofma 

C. of (rood Hope 

■ H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 

Mangifera 

indica f 

Mango Tree 

Eaft-Indies 

Lord Rodney, 178a 

Rises 

grojjularia 

Goo ie berry 

Europe 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1771 


* Affinis Cinchona Caribtx . 

-j- The Mango is infcrted in its ufual Place, although in reality it is Polygamious, and hitherto 
very imperfectly defcribed.— N. B. This Plant, with feveral others, as well as different Kinds of 
Seeds, were found on board a French Ship (bound from the Ifle de France for Hif^aniola) 
taken by Capt. Marfhall of his Majefty’s Ship Flora, one of Lord Rodney's Squadron, in 
June 178a, and fent as a Prize to this ifland. By Capt. Marfhall, with Lord Rodney’s appro, 
bation, the whole Collodion was depofited in Mr. Eaft’s Garden, where they have been cultivated 
with great afliduity and fuccefs. 


ruhrum 



47S 

HORTUS EASTENSIS. 

[Aj*PX. tt 


rubrum 

Red Currant 

Britain 

M. Wallen, Efq. 177* 


nigrum 

Black Currant 

Britain 

M. Wallen, Elq. 177a 

VjTlS 

vinif'era 

Grape Vine 



Cej.osia 

crijlata 

Cockfcomb 

Afia 



•car. 

Buff-coloured Cockfc. Afia 

H. Eaft, Efq. *774 

Gardenia 

fiorida 

Cape Jafmine 

China 

Dr. Tho. Clarke, 177$ 


Thunbergia 

Starry Gardenia 

C. of G. Hope 

Dr. Tho- Clarke, 1775 

Aliamasda 

cathartica 

Galarips 

South-America 

Tho. Hibbert, Efq, 178a. 

Vinca' 

rofca 

Red Pert ..-inkle 

Eaft-Indies 



alba * 

White Periwinkle 


Mr. Thame 

Nekium 

Oleander Jl. t ulra 

Red South-Sea Rofe 

Spain. Portugal 



fl. alba 

White South-Sea Rofe 

H. Eaft, Efq. 178 7 


jl. plena. 

Double Oleander 





D I G Y N 

I A. 


AfCLEFIAS 

fruticofa 

Shrubby Swallow-wort Africa 

H. Eaft, Efq. 


g igantra 

Auricula Tree 



Statema 

varirgata 

Variegated Stapelia 

C. of G. Hope 

Tho. Hibbert, Efq. 17S7 

Beta 

Jybrida 

Mangel Wurfel 

Europe 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1790 


•vulgaris 

Common Beet 

England 


Pavccs 

Cat eta 

Garden Carrot 

Britain 


Gomphreka 

globofa 

Globe Amaranth 

India 


Cori andrum 

jatix um 

Coriander 

England 

Mr. Thame, 1787 

TaSTINACA 

fativa 

Garden Parfnip 

England 


Anethum 

graveolnu 

Dill 

Spain. Portugal 

H. Eaft, Efq. 


Faeniculum 

Fennel 

England 


Carum 

Carvi 

Caraway 

Britain 

Mr. Thame, 1787 

PtMPlNELtA 

Anifvm 

Anife 

Egypt 

Mr. R. Lloyd, 1787 

Apium 

Petrofelinum 

Parfley 

Sardinia 



graveolens 

Celery 

Britain 


Cassins 

capenjis 

Hottentot Cherry 

C. of G. Hope 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 

Sambucus 

F.bulus 

Dwai f Elder 

Britain 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1775 


nigra 

Black-berried Elder 

Britain 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1773 

Rhus 

Coriaria 

Elm-leav’d Sumach 

S. of Europe 

Tho. Hibbert, Efq. 1787 


tyfrhinum 

Virginian Sumach 

Virginia 

Mr. Gale, 177a 


P 

E K T A G Y N / A. 


Linum 

vfitattjjimum 

Common Flax 

Britain 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1773 


maritimum 

Sea Flax 

Italy 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 

• 


Clajfis VI. 



H 

E X A N D R I A. 



M O N O G Y 

N / A. 


TradesI-astia 

difcolor f 

Purple Spide r-wort 

Honduras 

Mr. Shakefpeare, 178a 

Narcissus 

edorus 

Sweet-fccnted Narcifl*. 

S. of Europe 

Mr. Thame, 177 j 


* This Plant firft appeared here on a dunghill where the red had been thrown out, and has fince 
continued fteady from Iced. 


f Hart. Kcternjis, vol. i. p. 40J. 


Taxctta 
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HiF.MANTMUS 

Crinum 


Amaryllis 


Allium 


T.v&etta Polyanthus Narciflus 

Jontjitilla Jonquil 

puniceus Blood-Flower 

Amn icaflum American Crinum 

Ztylankum t Ceylon Crinum 

Afmticum Indian Crinum 

Africanum African blue Lily 

Atamafco Atamafco Lily 

formffiijjlma Jacobea Lily 

re'iiue Mexican Lily 

Belladonna Belladonna Lilly 

a urea Golden Amaryllis 

langifolia * Long-leav’d Amaryllis C. of G 

radial a. Snow-drop Amaryllis 

vitteita Striped Lilly 

af-ahnicum . Jerufalem Shallot Afia 
vracile* African Garlick Africa 


Spain. 

Spain 

Guinea 1 

S’. America 
Eaft-Indies 
Eaft-Tndies 
C. of G. Hope 
JH. America 
S. America 
S. America 
S. America 
China 

Hope 


Portugal Mr. Thame, 1773 
Mr. Thame, 1773 
» H. Eaft, Elq. 1785 



0 

Jatlvum 

Garlick 



Potrum 

Leek 



Cepa 

Onion 


Lilium 

bullifcrum 

Orange Lily 

Italy 


pomponium 

Pomponian Lily 

Siberia 


Cbakedonkum 

Scarlet Marfieon Lily Levant 


Martagon 

Purple Martagon Lily 

America 

Gloriosa 

Juperba 

Superb Lily 

Eaft-Indfts 

T ULIPA 

gefneriana 

Tulip 

Levant 

Oknithoga- J 

LUM *J 

pyrenaicum 

Star of Bethlehem 

England 


nutans 

Neapolitan D° 

Italy 

AsrHODELUS 

ramefus 

Branchy Afphodel 

S. of Europe 

Asparagus 

officinalis 

Afparagus 

England 

Dr ACAiNA 

Draco 

Dragon Tree 

Eaft-Indies 


ferrea 

Purple Dracaena 

China 

Poi.yaNthes 

tuberofa jt. plena 

T uberofe 

Eaft-Indies 

H\ ACINTHUS 

orientalis 

Hyacinth 

Levant 

Aleiris 

capcnjis 

Cape Aletris 

C. of G. Hope 


hyacinthoidct 

Ceylon Aloe 

Ceylon 

Yucca 

glorkfa 

Superb Aloe 

N. America. 


aloijchia 


South-,America 


dracanis 


South-CaroJina 

Aloe 

perfoliato 




var. larbad. Barbadoes Aloe 


Berberis 

vulgaris 

Berbery 

Britain 


Oryza* 


Rumex 


fativa 


tltufifolius 


dig y n I a. 

Common Rice 

T R T G Y N I A. 
Blunt-leav’d Dock Britain 


H. Faft, Efq. 1770 
H. Eaft, F.fq. 

M. Wallen. Efq. 17711 
II. Eaft, Efq. 1790 
M. Wallen, Efq. 1774 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1785 
H. Eaft, Elq. 1739 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1789 
II. Eaft. Efq. 1789 
H. Eaft, Efq. 

Dr. Tho. Clarke, 177$ 


H. Eaft, Efq. 1774. 

H. Eaft, Efq. 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1790 
Mr. Thame, 1789 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 
M. Wallen, Efq. 

H. Eaft, Efq. 178s 

II. Eaft, Efq. 178a 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1784 • 

Dr. Tho. Clarke, 1775 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1787 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1773 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1790 
Dr. Lindfay 


Mrs. Brodbrlt, 17 70 


M. Wallen, Efq., 


M. Wallen, Efq. 1773 


* Hort. Kewenjft, vol. i. p. 439; faid to be a native of Jamaica, but erroneoufly. 

1 
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Clajjis VII. 

HEPTANDRIA. 

M O K O G Y X 1 A. 

JEsevivs fftppotaflonuM Horfe Chefnut Alia Mrs. Brodbelt, 177a 

/lava Yeltow-Vower’d Chef. N. Carolina H. Eaft, Efq. 1790 

Pavia Scarlet-flower’d Chef. N. America M. Wallen, Efq. 1774. 

. Clajjis VIII. 

OCTANDR IA. 

M O N O G Y AT / A. 

TropjColvm minus Indian Crefs Pern M. Wallen, Efq. 1774 

Melicocca bijuga Gentp South-America 

Ximbnia inermis Smooth Ximenia Eaft-Indies H. Eaft, Efq. 1784 

Fuchsia trifhlla Scarlet Fuchfia Chili H. Ealt, Efq. 

Lawsoni a isuraut Smooth Lawfonia Africa Monf. Ncftoux * 1789 

fpinofa Prickly Lawlonia Eaft-Indies H. Eaft, Efq. 1785 

Vaccinium ArthftapJyht Mad*. Whortle-Berry Madeira Tho. Hibbert, Efq. 1787 

Erica multi flora Many-flower’d Heath S. of Europe M. W alien, Efq. 1784 

Oenothera pumila Dwarf Primrofe N. America M. Wallen," Efq. 

Nov. Gen- t The Akee Africa Dr. Tho. Clarke, 1778 

TRY GI NTJ. 

* Botanift to the French King at Hifpaniola. 

f This Plant was brought here in a Slave Ship from the Coaft of Africa, and now grows very 
luxuriant, producing every Year large Quantities of Fruitj fevenil Gentlemen are encouraging the 
Propagation of it. 1 do not know that it has hitherto been deferibed; it’s Characters are as 
follows: 

Cal. Perianthium pentaphyllum inferum, folioiis ovatis acutis concavis, perfiftentibus villolis. 

Co*. Petala quinque oblongo-lanceolata, acuta, villofa, ad balin furfum flexa et receptaculo adprefla, 
calyce altema et eo longiora. 

S r am. Filamenta ofto breviffima, pilofa, ad ba/in Gemiinis receptaculo glandulofo inferta. Anther* 
oblong* in orbem circa Gcrmen difpofitae et ejufdem fere longitudinis. 

Put. Germen fubovatum triquetrum pilofum. Stylus longitudine Germinrs, cyiindricus, pilofus. 
Stigma obtufum. 

Per. Capfula carnofa, oblonga, utrinque obtufa, trigona, trilocularis, trivalvis, apice dehifeens. 

Sem. Tria, orbicularia, nitida, appendice au£ta. 

Arbor h*c quinquaginta pedes altitudiue plerumque fuperat; Truncus corticc fubfufeo fcabro tegitur 
ramfe numerous longis craUis irregularibus, infirrioribus ad terfam fere dependentibus. Folia habet 
pinnata, folioiis ovato-lanceolatis venofis integerrimis oppofitis kevibus fnperne nitidis, fpithaui*is, 
utrinque quatuor vel quinque, petiolisbrevibus tumidis. Racemi fimplices ftrifti* multiflori axillares, 
longitudine fere pinnarum, pedunculis propriis unifloris, ftipnlis lanceelatis, rufo-tomentofis, per¬ 
il fhmtibus. Flores parvi albidi inodori. Fruftus magnitudinis ovi anferini, colore flavo, rubro, 
* aurantiaco, 
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S AFINDUB tduUo 


TRIG Y N I A. 

Litelii Plumb China Dr. Tho. Clarke, 177$ 


LaITRUS 


Rheum 


Bauiunia 


Cassia 
P ol NCI ANA 
GvitANDlHA 


Claffis IX. 

enneandri 



M O ft 0 G 

Y jf / A. 

Cinnamomttm * 

Cinnamon Tree 

Ceylon 

Camphora 

Camphire Tree 

Japan 

mbilii 

Sweet Bay-Tree 

Italy 

indicat 

Royal Bay-Tree 

Madeira 

fa-tens 

Madeira Laurel 

Madeira 

Bcnzein 

Benjamin Tree 

Virginia 

Bor bonia 

Carolina Bay-Tree 

Carolina 

Saffaphras 

Safiaphras Tree 

N. America 


T R l G Y 

N / A. 

rfiapcnticun 

Baflard Rhubarb 

Afta 

palmatut.o 

True Rhubarb 

China 


Claffis X. 

D E -C A N D R I 

M O N O G Y N / A. 


A. 


Lord Rodney, 1783 
Dr. Tho. CLrlce, 177* 
Mr. Kuckan, 1770 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 
Tlio. Hibbert, Efq. 1787 
Tho. Hibbert, Efq. 17S7 
Mr. Gale, 1772 
M. Wallen, F.fq. 177a 


Mr. Thame, 1 786 
Mr. Thame, 1786 


A. 


purpurea Purple Bauhinia 

fcandens Climbing Bauhinia 

variegata Variegated Bauhinia 

Senna Senna Tree 

Fifiulm Sweet Caftia 

puleherrima 

ntarfl.flaw Yellow Flower-fence 
Moringa f. Horfe-radifii T rcc 


Eaft-Indies H. Eaft, Efq. 1790 

Haft-Indies H. Eaft, Efq. 1790 

Eaft-Indies II. Eaft, Efq. 1790 

.Egypt H. Eaft, Efq. 1787 

l v .. & W. Indies 

Honduras Mr. Shakefpeare, 17S2 

Eaft-lndies H. Eaft, Efq. 1784 

Ruta 


aurantiaco, vel ex utrifque mixto. Semina tria nitida nigra magnitudinis Nucis mofchat.v, quorum 
unum fxpillime abortit. Semini fingulo adnafcitur materies albida (Semen magnitudine excedens) 
conftftentiae pinguedinis bovinae et aqua ienitcr codta Medulla: haud abftmilis. Ab Incoiis in 
Guinea ad menfas apponitur vel per fe vel Jufculo vel Pulmento elixa. 

This Tree will doubtlefs, in a few year, become a very valuable Acquifition to the Ifland: feme 
fampies of the Bark lately feat to England prove it to be the true Ceylon Cinnamon, and ofjhe be ft 
Kind. It is now cultivated with great Attention in many parts of the Ifland. 
f This Tree has hitherto been generally considered as a fpecies of the Genus Guilandlna , but very 

erroneouflv, as will appear from the following characters: 

r * ' a Q Cal. 

> ol. I. 3 v *- 
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Rota 

gravt$/tns 

Melia 

Azedcrach 

Quassia 

am ara 

Kalmia 

tat folia 
an^uffolia 

Rhododen- ] 
URON. J 

| maximum 
penticum 

Arbutus 

UrteJo 

Saxifxaga 

umbrofa 

DlANTbUS 

barbalus 

laryopkyUus 


var. 

Ghinenjis 

fuprrbus 

Nov. Gan.* 


Garden Rue 

S. of Europe 

Bead-Tree 

Eaft-Inciies 

Bitter Quaffia 

Guiana 

Broad-leav’d Kalmia 

N. America 

Narrow-leav’d Kalmia N. America 

■ 

N. America 

Gibraltar 

Strawa^ry Tree 

Ireland 

D I G Y N 

I A 

Ixindon-Pride 

England 

Sweet-William Pink 

Europe 

Clove July-flower 
Carnation 

England 

China Pink 

China 

Superb Pink 

France 

Mandarin Orange 

Eaft-Indies 


I^Appx. to 

Ivl. Wallen, Efq. 

Monf. Ne&oux, 1789 
II. Eaft, Efq. 1786 
H. Hall, Efq. 1786 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1786 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1786 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1785 


M. Wallen, Efq. 1789 
M. Wallen, Efq. 177a 
M. Wallen, Efq. 177a. 

M. Wallen, Efq. 177a 
JVI. Wallen, Efq. 177a 
H. Eaft, Elq. 1788. 

TR YG Y. 


Cal. Peria lithium pentaphyllum, foliolis oblongis obtufis concavis, tribus fuperioribus reflexis, duobus 
inferioribus patentibus. 

Co*. Petala quinque. Petala duo fuperiora magnitudine foliolorum calycis, plana obtufa refiexa 
obovata; lateraliaduo paulo majora concava obovata lunata minus rcilexa; inferius fpatulato- 
obovatum obtufum concavum, Iateralibus majus, et genitalibus approximatum, patens. 

Stam. Filamenta novem, quomm quinque tantum fcrtllia, ad bafin crali'a villofa, verfus apices con- 
torta, longitudine inaequalia, anthers quinque bicapfulares fubrotunds. Sterilia quatuor 
minora longitudine etiam inaequalia, antheris minimis vel nullis, omnia petafis fere dimidio 
breviora. 

Pist. Germen oblongum. Stylus filiformis leviter curvatus, petalis et ftaminibus longior. Stigma 
acutum. 

Per. longum triangulare trivalve, utrinque acutum. 

Sem. trialatum, alis lineis oblongis fibi invicem jun&is. Nux fragilis rotunda. Nucleo rotundo 
trifulcato. 

Arbor viginti pedalis, cortice cinereo; Rami patentes mimerofi. Folia tri vel quadripinnata 
fefquipedalia, foliolis ovalibus obtufis tri-linearibus teneris integerriinis pcdicellatis; glandul 1 parva 
pedicellata intra fingulas foliolorum divifiones. Racemi axillares femipedales, calycis foliola fubcar- 
nea, petalis albis ad bafin leviter purpureis. Pericarpium pedale fulcatum, angulis acutis. Calycis 
foliola et petala fape irregulariter refiexa et numcro varia, fed Petalum inferius Temper reftum et 
genitalibus approximatum. 

* This Shrub has been introduced into our Gardens here from England under the above Title, but 
I do not Enow oq what Authority: the following are it’s Chara&ers, as nearly as I have been able 
to afeertain them. 

Cal. Perianthium pentaphyllum inferum, foliolis parvis ovatis ere&is. 

Co*. Petala quinque, laciniis ovatis vel fubrotundis, ere<ftis inferis, calycc duplo longioribus, 

Stam. Filamenta decern circa Germen comprefta, ere<fla, longitudine Coroil*. Anther* parv* 
fimplices. 

H 


Pur. 
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SlLV.'SE 


Armeria 


TRIG Y N 1 A. 

Lobel’s Catchfly England 

P E N T A G Y N I A. 


H. Eaft, Rfq. 177,3. 


SfOXDI AS 

Ar.RObTLMMA 

Sloun 

South-Sea Plum 

coronaries Rofe Campion 

Anaampferos Evergreen Orpine 

Afia 

Italy 

S. o^Fraacc 

Lord Rodney, 1784 

H. Eaft, Efq. 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1791 



Clap 

XI. 



D 

O D* E C A 

N D R 

I A. 



M O N O G 

Y N / a. 


PortulXca 

IIA L ESr A 
Gakcinia 

triangularis 

tetraptcra 
cornea f * 

Triangular-ftalktd 
' Purflane 
Snow-drop Tree 
Small Mangoftein 

St. Vincent 

Carolina 

Eaft-Indics 

Tho. Hibbert, Efq. 1787 

. H. Eaft, Efq. 1789 

Lord Rodney, 1784 



T R I G Y 

n i A. 


Reseda 

o, lor at a 

Mignionette 

jEgypt 

M. Wallen, Efq, 1773 



Clap 

XII. 



I 

C O S A N 

D R I 

A. 



M 0 N 0 G 

Y N I A. 

• 

Cactus 

Fhiladeepiius 

Eugenia 

eochinillfer 

Percjkia 

coronarius 

enomaticul 

Jambos 

Cochineal Caftus South-America 

Spanifh Goofeberry South-America 
Dwarf Syringa S. of Europe 

Swcet-fcentea Syringa New Zealand 
Rofe-Applc India 

Monf. Neftoux, 1789 

II. Eaft, Efq. 

II. Eaft, Efq. 1787 

Z. Bayly, Elq. 1764 


Pi st. Cermen fubrotundum. Stylus vix ullus. Stigma comprcflum. 

Per. Bacca lucida membrano tenui obtefta, pulpa pauciffima. 

Sem. Duo, n.embrano proprio te<fta, ftriata, pifi magnitudine, ita ut duo applicata fpliaerum con- 
ftituuut, et forte femcn unicum in duo filiile. 

Frutcx quatuor pedalis inordinate ramofa, folia petiolata lanccobta-ovata altcrna glabra integer 
rima; Bores axillares congefli fubfeffiles. Corolla alba. Ccrmcn facie xntulat fruftum junionm 
Citri Aurantii. 

* This Tree was at firft fuppofed to be the true Mangoftein, but having perfected it’s fruit, on com- 
parifpn with t!'.e dcfcription given of the true Mangolkin, we judge it to be the G. cornea. Male 
and Hermaphrodite flowers are found on the fame Tree. 

3 Q* 2 Myrtu* 
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Myrttt* 

PlTNJCA 

AMYCUAtV* 

J’rvnus 

Crataegus 

Mespilus 

Pyrus 

Mhsembryan- 

THEMUM 
■SrnuiA 

.Ro5a 

Rubus 

Fragaxia 
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namumj 

var. rtmana Brnad-leav'd Myrtle 
Ulrica D itch Myrtle 
' Nirrc.v-leaved 


Myrtle _ J 

Graxatum fi. plent DM-*. flower’d Pomegr. Spain 
I'erfi.a Peach Tree 


var. ’KeAartna Nectarine Tree 


communis 

A lino nil Tree 

Africa 

Armrmaca 

Apricot Tree 


CtVOjt.S 

Cherry Tree 

En land 

dou.tjl ea 

Plum Tree 

England 


D I G Y N 

I A . 

Oxycaxtha 

Hawthorn 

Britain 

'Crus Galli 

CocJcfpur Hawthorn 

N. America 


P E N T A G 

Y K I A. 

germeinlca 

Dutch Medlar 

England 

Pyracantha 

Evergreen Thorn 

Italy 

Malus 

Apple Tree 

Britain 

communis 

Pear Tree 

England 

CyJonia 

Quince Tree 

Germany 

cyfiallinum 

Ice-Plant 

Greece 

Ulmaria 

Meadow-Sweet 

Britain 


POL Y G Y 

N I A. 

lute a 

Yellow Auftrian Rofe Germany 

cimtarr.omea 

Cinnamon Itofe 

S. of Europe 

ccntifoha 

Hundred-leav’d Rofe 

Spain 

damafetna 

Damalk Rofe 

France 

gallica 

Red Rofe) 

S. of Europe 

mufnja 

Mofs Rofe 

France 

mifehata 

Mu Ik Rofe 

Italy 

alba 

White Rofe 

Europe 

rubigino/a 

idaus 

Sweet-Brier Rofe 

Britain 

var. 

ruber Red Raf))berry 

Britain 

vefca 

albus White Rafpberry 

Britain 

var. chiloenf. Chili Strawberry 

Chili 

pattnf. Hautboy Strawberry 

Britain 


M. Wallen,Efq. 17;’ 


M. Wallen. F,fr\ 1774 
M. Wallen, Efq. 

M. Wallen, Flq. 

Dr. Tiro. Clarke 
Mr. Kuckan, 1773 
M. Wallen, F’.i’q. 

M. Walien, Efq. 


H. E ,ft, Ef(|. 1 
H. hall, E fq. 


775 


H. F.aft, F.fq. 1773. 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1774 

M. Wallen, Efq. 

M. Wallen, Efq. 177? 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1787 

M. Wallen, Efq. 177a 


H. Eaft, Efq. 

H. Eaft, Efq. 

H. Eaft, Efq. 

M. Wallen, Efq. 

M. Wallen, Efq. 

H. Eaft, Efq. 

H. Eaft, Efq. 

H. Eaft, Efq. 

M. Wallen, Efq. 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1773 
M. Wallen, Elq. 1773 

M. Wallen, Efq. 177a 
M. Wallen, Efq. 177a 
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C/aJJis XIII. 



P 

O 

L Y A N 

D R I 

’A. 



AT 0 N 0 G Y 

PI I A. 


Catparts 

fp'vrft 


Caper Shrub 

Italy 

H. Eaft, F.fq. 1774. 

PaPAVER 

Rhoeas 


Ked Poppy 

Britain 

H. Enid, Efq. . 775 

The a 

V’lidit 


Green-Tea Tree 

^v! hina 

Dr. Tho. Clarke, 177; 


Bfh'O. 


liohea T ca-Tree 

China 

Mr. Baker, 1771 

C-A RYOPHYLLUS 

aronat'cus * 


Clove Tree 

Molucca Iftands Dr. Tho- Clarke, rrSo 

Cjstus 

potvlifoltus 


Poplar-leiv’d Ciftus 

Portugal 

T-f. Eaft, Elq. 1779 


incanus 

• 

Hoary-leav’d Ciftus 

Portugal 

H. Eaft, F.fq. 1779 


crifr’us 


Curled-leav’d Ciftus 

'Portugal 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1779 


Juicraria 


Plantain-leav’d Ciftu 

s Portugal 

K. Eaft, Efq. 1779 

Delphinium 

grandifiorum 


Great-flower’dLarkfp. Siberia 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1774 


Cnn/olida 

• 

Branching Larklpur 

England 

M. Wallen, Efq. 177a 


flat urn 


Bee Larkfpur 

Siberia 

M. Wallen. Elq. 1773 




Chinefe Larklpur 

‘China 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1773 

Aconitum 

V 

ISfap-Hits 


Wolfsbane 

France 




P 

E N T A G 

y n 1 a. 


AqUIl.EOI A 

vulgaris 


Columbine Flower 

Britain 

M. Wallen, Efq. 177a 

Nicjella 

tktmafccna 


Fennel Flower 

Spain 

M. Wallen, Efq. 177a 




POL Y G YNI A. 


Ilmcium 

florid mam 


Atiifeed Tree 

Florida 

II. Eaft, Efq. 1787 

I.iriooendron 

Tulipifera 


Tulip Tree 

N. America 

II. Eaft, Efq. 1776 

Maunolia 

grandijlora 


Laurel-leav’d Magnol. Carolina 

Mr. Gale, 177a 


glauca 


Swamp Magnolia 

N. America 

Mr. Gale, 1772 


acuminata 


Blue Magnolia 

N. America 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 

Asnona 



Cherimoya 

S. America 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1786 

Anemone 

hortrnfls 


Garden Anemone 

Italy 

M. Wallen, Efq, 1 773 

Atragene 

indd a 



S. America 

II. Eaft, Efq. 1 78b 

Clematis 

Flammula 


Virgin’s Bower 

S. of France 


Adonis 

autumnal is 


Flos Adonis 

England 

M. Wallen. Efq. 

Ranunculus 

aurictmus 


Wood Ciowfo. t 

Britain 

M. Wallen, El'q. 1773 




C/aJJis XJV. 




D 

I D Y N 

A M I 

A. 




G YMNOSPERMJ A. 


Saturbja 

hortrnfls 


Garden Savory 

Italy 


Hyssopus 

officinalis 


Hyflop 

S. of Europe 


Nepf.ta 

Cataria 


Catmint 

Britain 

H. Eaft, Efq. . 

Lavandula 

Spica 


Common Lavender 

S. of Europe 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1774 


# Two of thefe Plants were prefented to Doctor Clarke by Monfieur Necdoux, from the King’s 
Garden at Port au Prince; they appeared in a very luxuriant State of Growth on their Arrival, 
but havc'fince diet!. 


Lav andul/ 
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Lavandula 

Sltechas 

French Lavender 

S. of Europe 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1787 


dcntata 

Tooth’d-leav’d Lav. 

S. of Europe 

H.Kaft, Efq. 1787 

Sideritts 

multifida 

Canary Lavender 

Canary Ifiands 

Dr. Tho. Clarke, 1784. 

candiciins 

Iron-wort 

Madeira 

H. Eaft, Efq. 

Mentha 

viridis 

piperita 

Pultgium 

Spear-Mint 

Pepper-Mint 

Pennyroyal 

England 

England 

Britain 

Glecoma 

hederacea 

Ground Ivy- 

Britain 

. 

BtTONICA 

officinalis 

Wood Bk^my 

Britain 

H. Ealt, Efq, 

Marrubicm 

vulgare 

Horchound 

Britain 

M. Wallen, Efq. 

Origanum 

(Unites 

Majorana 

Pot Marjoram 

Sweet Marjoram 

Sicily 


Thymus 

vulgaris 

Garden Thyme 

Italy 


Melissa 

majltchina 

Maftick Thyme 

Spain 

H. Eaft, Efq. 

officinalis 

Balm 

Britain 


Dracocepha- 

LDM 

Ruyfchiana 


Sweden 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 

BToldavica 

Moldavian Balm 

Moldavia 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1774. 

M. Wallen, Efq. 

OcYMUM 

Bajilicum 

Sweet Bafil 

ANGIOSPE 

Perlia 

R M I A. 

Antirrhinum 

majus 

ajarina 

Snap-dragon 

England 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1773 


Toad-flax 

Italy 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1773 

Digitalis 

purpurea 

Purple Fox-glove 

Britain 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1787 


ambigua 

Yellow Fox-glove 

Switzerland 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1784 

Bignonia 

Catalpa 

Trumpet-flower 

Carolina 

H. Haft, Efq. 1788 

Browallia 

data 

Upright Browallia 

Peru 

Dr. Tho. Clarke, 1775 

Sf.samum 

orientate 

Vanglo, or Oil Plant 

Eall-Indies 

Barleria 

prionites 

Thorny Barleria 

India 

II. Eaft, Efq. 1788 

VlTEX 

Agnus Cafius 

Cbafte Tree 

Sicily 

Monf. Neftoux, 1789 

Pedaltum 

Murex 

Prickly-fnrited Pedal. 

Eafl-Indies 

Tho. Hibbert, Efq. 1787 

Melianthus 

major 

Honey-flower 

C. of G. Hope 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1784 


Clqffis XV. 



T E T 

RADY 

NAM 

I A. 



S I L 1 C U L 

O S A. 


Lepidium 

lati/olium 

Pepper-wort 

Britain 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 


fativum 

Garden Crefs 

Germany 


Cochlear1a 

officinalis 

Scurvy-grafs 

Britain 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1773 


Armorada 

Horfe-radiih 

England 


Jberis 

umbellata 

Candy tuft 

S. of Europe 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1775 

Alyssum 

halimi/olium 

Sweet Alyflbn 

Italy 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1774 

* 

incanum 

Hoary Alyflbn 

Italy 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 

JLunaria 

annua 

Honefty 

Germany 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1773 


SILIQUOS.t. 
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Sisymbrium 

Chiuranthus 


Hespejus 
Sin apis 

Brassic A 


Kaphanus 


Geranium 


Pentapptss 


AdaNSONIA 
Sjn a 
Aixea * 
Mai.va 


Lavatera 
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s i l i q u o s A. 


Najlwt'a 

a Water-crefs 

Britain 

C/ieiri 

Wall-flower 

Britain 

itic anus 

Queen’s Stock 

Italy 

annum 

Ten-week Stock 

Spain 

tri/iis 

alba 

Night-fmelling Rocket Hungary 
White Mallard- Britain 

nigra 

Black Milliard 

Britain 

Ra/.a 

Turnep 

England 

eleracea ' 

Common Cabbage 

England 


var. 1. Red Cabbage 


2. Savoy Cabbage 

3. "Cauliflower 



4. Brocoli 



5. Turnep-rootcd Cabbage 
fativus Garden Radifli China 

var. t. Turni p Radilh 
3. Black Radifli 


• i M. Wallen, Efq. xyyi 
M. Wallen, Efq. xyyz 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1772 
H. Eaft, Efq. 177% 
M. Wajfcn, Efq.. 


Claffis XVI. 

M O N A D E L P II I A. 


P E AT T A N D R /. A. 


malactides 

alchlmillmaes 

cor iandt folium 

xonale 

quae folium 

RaJula 

vil folium 

capitation 

betulinum 

Bohemicum 

leevigatum 

Hermann i/oliion 

palmatum 

Mallow-leav'd Geran. 
Mantle-leav’d Geran. 
Coriandcr-Ieav'd Ger. 
Horfe-lhoe Geran. 
Oak-lcav’d Geran. 

Balm-fccnted Genn. 
Rofe-fcented Geran. 
Bircli-leav’d Gir.<n. 

S. of Europe 

C. of G. Hope 
C. of G. Hope 
C. of G. Hope 
C. of G. Hope 
C. of G. Hope 
0 . of G. Hope 
C. of G. Hope 
C. of G. Hope 
C. of G. Hope 
C. of G. Hope 
C. of G. Hope 
of G. Hope 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 

H. Eaft, Efq. 17S8 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 

H. Eaft. Efq. 1788 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 

M. Wallen, Efq. 

M. Wallen, Efq. 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1778 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 

D 

0 D E C A N 

• D R I A. 


fhoetticta 

Scarlet Pentapetes 

Eall-Indies 

Dr. Tho. Clarke, 1775 

P 

0 L Y A N j 

D R T A. 

• . 

digitata 

indica 

rofea 

tapenfis 

crifpa 

rotmdifolia 

thvringiaca 

Monkies-Bread 

Indian Mallow 
Holly-hock 

Cape Mallow 

Curl’d Mallow 

Dwarf Mallow 
Great-flower’d Lav, 

Senegal 

India 

China 

C. of G. Hope 
Syria 

Britain 

Hungary 

H. Eaft, Efq. f 

H. Eaft, Efq. 

M. Wallen, Efq. .1774 . 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1787 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1774 

Capt. Jones 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1773 
Hisiicv* 
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pnpuhifus Poplar-leav’d Hibifc. Fad Indies H. Eaft, Efq. 1784 

mutaJAlis Changeable Rofe Ejft Indies M. Wallen, Efq. 

Rofa fittnf.i China Rofe China M. Wallen, Efq. 

fynacus Althaea frutex Syria M. Wallen, Efq. 

fcubitus Fig-leav’d Hibifcus Ce\ Ion H. Eaft, Efq. 1 788 

'Trimum Bladder Hibii'cns C.ofG.H H. Eaft, Efq. 178R 

Sabdariffa Sorrel Hibifcus India 

japonic a Japan Rofe Japan If. Hail. Efq. 1787 

Clajjis XVII. 



D 

I-A D E L 

P H I 
• 

A. 



D E C A N D 

R I A. 


Erithrina 

herlaca 

Herbaceous Coral-tree Carolina 

Mr. Gale, 1773 


grandifiora 

Large floweringC. tree 

H. Eafl, Elq. 

Spartium 

junccum 

Spanifh Broom 

S. of Europe 

M. Wallen, Efq. 177T 


Jcoparium 

Common Broom 

Britain 

M. Wallen, Elq. 


mmofcxrmum^ 

White-flower’d Broom Portugal 

M. Wallen, Efq. 

Genista 

candicar.s 

Hoary Genifta 

S. of Europe 

II. E..ft, Elq. 1788 

Ulex 

europctus 

Furze or Whin 

Bri.ain 

M. Wallen, Efq. 


capenjis 

Cape Furze 

C. of G. Hope 

H. Eaft, Efq. t 782 

Crotalaria 

juncta 

Chinefe Crotalaria 

China 

Dr. Tho. Clarke 


retufa 

Wedge-leav‘d Crot. 

Eail-Indies 



vcrrucofa 

Blfie-flower’d Crot. 

Eaft-Indies 

H. Eafl, F.fq. 

Crotalaria 

pallida * 

Pale-flowerM Crotal, 

Africa 

Dr. Tho. Clark, 177 ; 


laburnfoha 

Shrubby Crotalaria 

Alia 

H. Eall, Kf<j. 1791 


qulnqu f.lia 


India 

H. Eaft, Efq. *791 

Ononis 

rotund folia 


Switzerland 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1791 

Aracfis 

hyp-g.-ta 

Earth Nuts or Pindars South*America 


Lupinus 

alius 

White Lupine 


M. Wallen, Efq. 177* 


varius 

Blue Lupine 

Sicily 

M. Wajlen, Efq, 177* 


anguftfolius 

Narrow-leav’d Lupine Spain 

H. Eaft, Efq.. 1780 


lutcus 

Yellow Lupine 

Sicily 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1773 

Fhaseolus 

vulgaris 

Kidney-Bean 

India 


Dolichos 

Lablab 

Bhck-feedecl Dolichos ./Egypt 

H. Eaft, Efq. r 789 


finevfs 

Chinefe Dolichos 

Eaft-Indies 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1789 

Glycine 

n ilvba 


India 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1791 

Cutoria 

ttrnatea 

Blue Clitoria 

Ea ft-Indies 



Jl. alio 

White Clitoria 



PlStJM 

. fathvm 

Garden Pea 

S. of Europe 


Lathyrus 

odoratus 

Sweet Pea 

Sicily 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1773 


vnr. 

Painted Lady Pea 

Ceylon 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1781 


tingitanus 

Tangier Pea 

Africa 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1781 


latifolius 

Broad-leav’d Pea 

England 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1781 

Vicia ' 

Faba 

Garden Bean 

Aigypt 

l 

Cytisus 

Laburnum 

Common Laburnum 

Auftria 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1773 


Cajan 

Pigeon Pea 

Eail-Indies 


Robinia 

hifpida 

Rofe-Acacia 

Carolina 

H. Eafl, Efq. 1786 


grand id* 

Lnrge-flmvcr’d Acacia Eaft-Indies 

H. Eaft, Efq. 178* 


* Hort. Keio. vol. iii. p. 20. 

9 


Hibiscus 


CAMELLIA 


Robikia 
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Robinia 

mitis 


Eaft-Indies 

II. Eaft, Efq. 179* 

CORONILIA 

valentina. 

Shrubby Coronilla 

Spain 

H. feaft, Elq. 1788 


arabica 

Arabian Coronilla 

Arabia 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 


minima 

Small Coronilla 

S. of Europe 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 

j'Eschynomene 

grandiflora 

Pea-Tree 

Eaft-Indies 

J. G. Kerneys, Efq. 1774 


Scflan 

Egyptian Pea-Tree 

Egypt 

Dr. Tho. Clarke, 1775 


aquatica 

Swamp Pea-Tree 

Eaft-Indies 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1780 

Hedysarum 

gyrans 

Moving Plant 

iaft-Indies 

Dr. Tho. Clarke, 1775 

GALEGA 

purpurea 

Purple Galega 

Eaft-Indies 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1 790 

Lotus 

jaeobaus 

Dark-flower’d Lotus 

Azores 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1790 

MliDICAGO 

polymarpha 





varfcutcllata Snail Medick 

Europe 

H. Eaft, Efq. 


into text a 

• Hcdge-hog Medick 

Europe 

M. Wallen, Efq. 



ClaJJis XVIII. 



P o 

L Y A D E 

L P H 

I A. 



P E N T A N 

D R / A. 


Tueobroma 

Cacao 

Chocolate Nut-Tree 

S. America 


Ambroma 

augufla 

Maple-leav’d Ambroma New S. Wales 

II. Eaft, Efq. 1791 


D 

0 D E C A N D 

R I A. 


Monsonia 

fpeciofa 

Fine-lcav’d Monfonia C. of G. Hope 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1791 



ICOSANDRI A. 


Citrus 

Media 

Citron-Tree 

Alia 




var. i. Lcmon-Trce 





2. Lime-Tree 





3. Sweet Lime-Tree 





4. Forbidden-fruit-Trce 





5. Grape-fruit-Tree 




Aurantium 

Seville Orange-Tree 

India 



var. Cl'ina Orange-Tree 




Decumtuia 

Shaddock-Tree 

I ndia 




POL Y A N D R I A. 


Hypericum 

balearieum 

St. Tohn’s-wort 

* Majorca 

II. Eaft, Efq. 1788 


momgynum 

Chincfe St. John’swort China 

H. Eaft, ETq. 1788 



CLiJJis XIX. 

• 



SYNGENES I 

A. 



POL YGAMI A 

JE Q_.U A L 1 S’. 

Sonchus 

cloaccHi 

Sow-thiftle 

Britain 


Lactuca 

Jativa 

Garden Lettuce 



Vol. I. 


3 

R. 

Leohtodow* 
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Leontodon 

CfCHORIUM 

Cynaxa 

Creyis 

Spilanthu* 


T AN ACETUM 
Artemisia 

Gvaphauum 

Xeranthe-) 

MUM J 

AsTES. 


Beilis 

Tagetes 

Zinnia 

Chrysan¬ 

themum 

Anthemis 

Achillea 


Helianthus 


RuDBECKrA 

Centaubh 


Calendula 

Arctotis 


Lobelia 

Viola 


Imyatuxs 


[Appx. to 


Taraxacum 
Endivia t' 
var. crifpa 
Solymus 
Car dune ulus 
bat kata 
Acmdla 


Dandelion Britain 

Endive 

Curled-Ieav’d Endive 
French Artichoke S. of France 

Cardoon Artichoke Candia 
Spanilh Hawk-weed S. of France 
Balm-leavtfSpilanthus Ceylon - 


M. Wallen, Efq. 1774 


H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 


POL 

Killf ate 
Ahrntanum 
A^f’vtlium 
jirt'Ji.m 

fpcchfjinium 

futefus 
chir.evjis 
Amelias 
fermnis 
pa tula 
erefla 
multiflora 

connarium 


YGA MI A S U 
Oa/den Tanfey 
Southernwood 
Wormwood 
Strong-fcented Ever- 
lafling 

Sliewy Xeranthemum 

Shrubby After 
Chinefe After 
Italian After 
Field Daify 
French Mary gold 
African Mary gold 
Red Zinnia 
Garden Chrvfanthe- 
mum 


A. 

M. Wallen, Efq. 


P E R F L U 
Britain 

S. of Europe, 

Britain 

C.of G. Hope H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 


C. of G. Hope 

C. of G. Hope 

China 

Italy 

Britain 

Mexico 

Mexico 

N. America 

Sicily 


H. Eaft, Efq. 1775 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1784 
M. Wallen, Efq. 1775 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1780 
M. Wallen, Efq. 1775 

H. Eaft, Efq. 17 7» 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1774 


nobilis 

Camomile 

Britain 

Mrs. Duncomb, 1783 

millefolium 

Milfoil, or Yarrow 

Britain 

M. Wallen, Efq. 

POL 

Y G A M I A F R 

V S T R A 

N E A. 

annuus 

Common Sun-flower 

Mexico 


indicus 

Dwarf Sun-flower 


H. Eaft, Efq. 

tuberfus 

Jerufalem Artichoke 

Brazil 

H. Eaft, Efq. 

laciniata 


Virginia 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1789 

hirta 

American Sun-flower 

Canada 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1790 

Cyanus 

Blue-bottle 

Britain 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1774 


POLYGAM/A NECESSARI A. 

officinalis Garden Marygold S. of Europe M. Wallen, Efq. 1773 

caltndulacca Marygold Ardotis C. of G. Hope., H. Eaft v Efq. 1783 


fipkilitica 
0 Jurat a 

var. 

tricohr 

Balfamina 


M O N O G A M I A. 

Blue Cardinal-flower Virginia 
Sweet Violet Britain 

Double-flower’d Violet Britain 
Heart’s-eafe or Paulies 
Garden Balfam Eaft-Indie* 


Monf. Notftour, 1789 
M. Wallen, Efq. 1773 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1789 
Mrs. Brodbclt, 1769 
M. Wallen, Efq. 1773 



Vot. the FjR9t.] 
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Clafis XX. 

G Y N A N D R I **A. 




D I A N D 

R I A. 


LtMODSRtJM 

Epidendrum 

tubrrofum 
Tanhervillltt 
Var.dla 

Tuberous-rooted Lim. N. America 
Chinefe Limodorum • China 

Vanilla S. America 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1787 

Mr. Thame, 1787 



T R I A N D 

R I A. 


SlSYRINCHIUM 

bermudiana 

• 

N. America 




P E N T A N 

D R / A. 


PaSSIFLORA 

tnalfcrmis t 
car idea 

Water Lemon 
Paffion Flower 

Barbadoes 

Brazil 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1780 



POL Y A N 

D R I A. 


Arum 

Calea 

bicolor * 
athkpica 

Painted Arum 

C. of G. Hope 

H. Eaft, Efq. 

H Eaft, Efq. 1787 



ClaJJis XXI. 




M O N O E 

: c i a. 




M O N A N 

D R I A. . 


Casoaxiwa 

Artocarfus 

equifctifolia 
inugrij dia 

Indian Jaca Tree 

Eaft-Indic-s 

Eafl-Indies 

H. Eaft, Elq. 1788 
Lord Rodney, 178* 


T R / A N D R I A. 

Typha latifolia Large Reed-mace Britain 

Coix Lan-yma. Joii Job’s Tears Eaft-InJics M. Wallen, Efq. 

PhyliaNTHU* Hiruri Annual Phyllanthus Kail-Indies H. Eaft, Efq. r;8* 

TETRANDRI A. 

Buxus femprrvirent Box-tree England M. Wallen, Efq. 

Urtica dioica Common Nettle Britain M. Wallen, Efq. 

vrctii Leffer Nettle Britain H. Eaft, Efq. 

Morus «tba White Mulberry Tree China H. Had, Efq. 1784 

nigra Common Mulb. Tree Italy M. Wallen, Elq. 

rubra Red Mulberry Tree ‘Carolina H. Eaft, Elq. 1774 

papyrifera Paper Mulberry Tree Japan IL Eaft, Efq. 17 79 

PENTANDR l A. 

AhakaNTHUS mehneklieuj Two-colour’d Amar. Eafl-Indies M. Wallen, Efq. 1773 

* tricolor Three-coUmr’d Amar. Eaft-Indies M. Wallen?Efq. 1773 

, meatus Bloody Amaranth Eaft-Indies M. Wallen, lilq. 1773 

Alw. vol. iii. p. }i6. 

5 Rj POLYfiW 
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POL Y A N D R I A. 

•• 


Vjpracus 

Jlrx 

Evergreen Oak Tree 

S. of Europe 


Si.br 

Cork Tree 

S. of Europe 


rubra 

Red O k Tree 

N. America 


alba 

White Oak Tree 

Virginia 


Robur 

ComnioTi Oak Tree 

Britain 

JuGLANI 

regia 

Walnut Tree 

Perfia 


alba 

White Hickery Tree 

N. America 


nigra 

Black V\ alnut Tree 

N. America 

Fagds 

Cajlanea 

Chefnut 'free 

England , 


fumi'a 

Dwarf Clicfnut Tree 

N. America 

CORYLUS 

Awllana 

Hazel-nut Tree 

Britain 

Pi. atanu* 

orientalis 

Oriental Plane Tree 

Levant 


occidental'll 

America Plane Tree 

N. America. 


M 

0 N A D E L 

P H I A. 

Pinos 

fylveftris 

Common Pine Tree 

Europe 


Pmafier 

Ciufter Pine Tree 

Europe 


Pinea 

Stone Pine Tree 

Europe 


Cemlra- 

Siberian Pine Tree 

Siberia 


Strobui 

Weymouth Pine Tree N. America 


CeJrus 

Cedar of Libanon 

Levant 


Larix 

White Larch Tree 

Germany 

Thoja 

orientalis 

Chinefe Arbor Vitas 

China 

Uup/kssus 

JcMpervirens 




var.ftrifla 

Upright Cyprefs Tree Candia 


horizontalis 

Spreading Cypr. Tree Candia 


difiieha 

Deciduous Cypr. Tree N. America 


junipercides 

African Cyprefs Tree C. of G. Hope 

Jrotok 

fciifervm 

Tallow Tree 

China 


S 

Y N G E N i 

E S I A. 

foMORDICA 

Balfamina 

Smooth Cerafee 

India 


Ciarantia 

Hairy Cerafee 

Eaft Indies 

ucurbita 

Pepo 

Melopepo 

Pumpkin Gourd 
Squaih Gourd 



Gtrullut 

Water Meldh 

S: of Europe 

7CUMM 

*Mclo 

Common Melon 



Dudaim 

Apple-fhap’d Cucum. Levant 


'fithmi t 

Common Cucumber 



flexuofiu 

Turkey Cucumber 


'TQS 

anguiata 

Chocho Vine 

America 


H. Eaft, Efq. 1787 
H. Eaft, Efq. 

Mr. Thame. 1788 
Mr. Tliame, 1788 
M. Wallen, Efq. 1773 
M. Wallen, Efq. r 774 
M. Wallen, Efq. 1786 
Mr. Jones, 1786 
Mrs. Brodbelt 
M. Wallen, Efq. 

M. Wallen, Efq. 177; 
M. Wallen, Efq. 

Mr. Thame, 1775 


M. Wallen, Efq. 1775 
M. Wallen, Efq. 177? 
M. Wallen, Efq. 177; 
M. Wallen, Efq. 177c 
M. Wallen, Efq. 1775 
H.Eaft, Efq. 1788 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1775 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1773 -* 
Mr. Thame, 1786 
Mr. Salt, 1786 
H. Eaft, Elq. 1789 
John Ellis, Efq. 1765 


H. Eaft, Elq. 


ttyh 



Vot. the First.] 
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Clafis XXII. 
t.D I O E C I A. 


Pandakus 

odoratijlmu: 

M 0 N A N 
Screw Pine 

D Ji I A. 
Ceylon 

Lord Rodney, ipSa 

SAtrx 

labyhtiica 

D I 4 N D 

Weeping Willow 

R 1 A. 

Italy 

II. Eafr, Efq. 1783 

Myrica 

cerifera 

T'E T R AN 
Candleberry Myrtle 

D R I A. 

'■ Carolina 

Dr. Tho. Clarke, 1775 

PlSTACIA 

officinarum 

P E N T A N 
l’iftachia Tree 

D R I A. 
Greece 

II. Eafr, Efq. 1783 


Tercbinthut 

Lentifcus 

Turpentine Trep 
Maftick Tree 

S. of Europe 

S. of Europe 

H. Eafr, Efq. 1790 

H. E.% 1 , Efq. 1780 

Spjkaci a 
Cannabis 

oleracea ' 

fativa 

Garden Spinage 
Hemp 

India 

M. Wallen, Efq. 

Smilax 

Sarjaparilla 

H E X A N 
Sarfaparilla 

D R I A. 

America 

Z. Bayly, Efq. 1765* 

Populus 

balfamifcra. 

0 C T A N D R I A. 
TacamahacPopIarTree Siberia 

H. Eafr, Efq. 1791 

Schinvs 

milt 

DECANDRI A, 
Peruvian Maftick Tree Peru " 

H. Eafr, Efq. 1783 


Nov. Gen. > 


Clafis XXIII. 

POLYGAMIA. 

MONOECI A. 

Bichy Tree f Guinea. 

Termihalia 


•* It was firft planted by Mr. Bavly, at Nonfuch Plantation, in St. Mary's parifh, and g*ew with great 
luxuriancy, but Teems not to have been generally cultivated with that care which it merits. 

f This Tree is noticed by Sir Hans Sloane in his Natural Hiftory of Jamaiaa, as having been im¬ 
ported from the Coaft of Guinea, and planted in the mountains of Liguanea j it frill continues to 
grow there, as well as in many other parts-of the South Side of the Ifland: the following Chara&ers 
were taken from a Tree growing in the Garden, which perfected its fruit. 


Hermapkvditus Flos .. 

Cai>. Nullus. S , 

Co*. Monopetala quinquepartita infera, laciniis ovatis acutis craflis fubvillofis, ftriatispatento-eredtis. 
No&arhim concavum, includens Germen, margme decem-dentato. 
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*Qjjracus 

•• 

Jhx 

Evergreen Oak Tree 

S, of Europe 


S.b-r 

Cork Tree 

S. of Europe 


rubra 

Red O. k Tree 

N. America 


alba 

White Oak Tree 

Virginia 


Robur 

Commoti Oak Tree 

Britain 

Juglans 

rrgia 

Walnut Tree 

Perfia 


alba 

White Hickery Tree 

N. America 


nigra 

Blacl^ Walnut Tree 

N. America 

Fagus 

Cajlanea 

Chefnut Tree 

England . 


pumila 

Dwarf Chefnut Tree 

N. America 

CORYLUS 

Avellana 

Hazel-nut Tree 

Britain 

Pi-ATANUS 

orientalis 

Oriental Plane Tree 

Levant 


•ccidentalii 

America Plane Tree 

N. America. 


M 1 

0 JV A D E L 

P H 1 A. 

Pino 

JylveJlris 

Common Pine Tree 

Europe 


Phtqfler 

Clutter Pine Tree 

Europe 


Pinea 

Stone Pine Tree 

Europe 


Cembra- 

Siberian Pine Tree 

Siberia 


Strobus 

Weymouth Pine Tree N. America 


Ctilrus 

Cedar of Libanon 

Levant 


Larix 

White Larch Tree 

Germany 

Thuja 

orienialis 

Chinefe Arbor Vitae 

China 

Cur/ssscs 

Jcmpervirens 




var.JlriFla 

Upright Cyprefs Tree 

Candia 


horizantalis 

Spreading Cypr. Tree Candia 


difiicha 

Deciduous Cypr. Tree N. America 


juniperoides 

African Cyprefe Tree 

C. of G. Hope 

Croton 

Jehtftrum 

Tallow Tree 

China 


Momordzca 

CuCURBITA 

CUCUMM 

• 

StCYQS 


Ba'/amina 

Charanlia 

Pepo 

Mtlopepo 

Citrulku 

•Melo 

Dudalm 


fat'nms t 
flexuofiu 
anffdata 


SYNGENESJJ. 

Smooth Cerafee India 

Hairy Cerafee Eaft Indies 

Pumpkin Gourd 
Squalh Gourd 

Water Meloh S. of Europe 

Common Melon 

Apple-ftutp’d Cucum. Levant 

Common Cucumber 

Turkey Cucumber 

Chocho Vine America 


H. Eaft, Efq. 1787 
H. Eaft, Efq. 

Mr. Thame, 1788 
Mr. Thame, 1788 
M. Wallen, Efq. 1773 
M. Wallen, Efq. 1774: 
M. Wallen, Efq. z786 
Mr. Jones, 1786 
Mrs. Brodbelt 
M. Wallen, Efq. 

M. Wallen, Efq. 1775 
M. Wallen, Efq. 

Mr. Thame, 1775 


M. Wallen, Efq. 1775 
M. Wallen, Efq. 177? 
M. Wailen, Efq. 1775 
M. Wallen, Efq. 1775 
M. Wallen, Efq. 177c 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1788 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1775 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1773 
Mr. Thame, 1786 
Mr. Salt, 1786 
H. Eaft, Efq. 1789 
John Ellis, Efq. 1765 


H. Eaft, Efq. 
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Claps XXII. 

t.D I O E C I A. 
$ O N A N D Jl I A. 


Pandamus 

odaratijjlmus 

Screw'Pine Ceylon 

Lord Rodney, 1781 

Saltx 

labylonica 

D I A N D R I A. 
Weeping Willow Italy 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1783 

Myrica 

eerifera 

T'E T R A N D R I A. 
Candleberry Myrtle Carolina 

Dr. Tho. Clarke, 1775 

Pistacia 

ejficinarum 

PENTANDR I A. 
Piftachia Tree Greece 

II. Eaft, Efq. 1783 

* 

Tercbinthut 

Lentifcuj 

Turpentine Trep S. of Europe 

Maftick Tree S. of Europe 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1790 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1789 

Spinacia 

Cannabis 

olcracca 

fativa 

Garden Spinage 

Hemp India 

M. Wallen, Efq. 

Smilax 

Sarfaparilla 

HEXANDRI A. 
Sarfaparilla America 

Z. Bayly, Efq. 1765 * 

Populus 

balfamifcra. 

OCTANDRI A. 
TacamahacPoplarTrce Siberia 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1791 

ScHINUS 

tnollt 

DECANDRI A. 
Peruvian MaftickTree Peru 

H. Eaft, Efq. 1.783 

Nov. Gen. > 

P 

Clajjis XXIII. 

O L Y G A M I A. 
MONOECI A. 

Bichy T«ef Guinea, 

Terminal** 

1 


* It was firft planted by Mr. Bayly, at Nonfuch Plantation, in St. Mary’s parifli, and g«ew with great 
luxuriancy, but feems not to have been generally cultivated with that care which it merits. 

f This Tree is noticed by Sir Hans Sloane in his Natural Hiftory of Jamaiaa, as having been im¬ 
ported from the Coaft of Guinea, and planted in the mountains of Liguanea; it Hill contihues to 
grow there, as well as in many other parts of the South Side of the Ifland: the following Characters 
were taken from a Tree growing in the Garden, which perfected its. fruit. * 

Htrmaphroditus Flos.. 

Cal. Nullus. \ 

Con. Monopetala quinquepartita infera, laciniis ovatis acutis craffis fubvillofis, ftriatis patento-ereCtis, 
NeCtarium concavum, includens Germen, margme decem-dentato. 

Stam.» 



